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5 circumſtances is now permitted to appear. t 
ö flirſt, indeed, the delay was voluntary, but the 
oF reaſons for that voluntary delay were of little 
1 importance, and to explain them would be 
| trifling with the Reader's time. After ſome 
| | years, from the increaſing violence of political 
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[ | nor delayed, by*the, change of our palitical 
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animoſity, and the rigour of our Courts of 
Juſtice, the delay became unavoidable. At the 
time alluded to, the Bookſellers were intimi- 
dated, and the Preſs was enſlaved to a degree 
unknown in this Country ſince. the reign of 
William the Third- Political Papers ſubmitted. 
to the conſideration of the firſt Lawyer of the 
; age, and by him pronounced to be agreeable 
1 to Law and the Cönſtitution, could find no 
Publiſher in the uſual mode. They were 
3 . however, and by the aſſiſtance of 
; Friends they were diſtributed, though publi- 
| cation by reputable Bookſellers could not be 
| | effected, Fortunately, the fears of ſuch men 
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newed facility of publication. Oonſiitutional 
ſubjects is notꝛone of the left valuable. 
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Fourth Volume fn his Gbectianh um- 


pleted, iwith} Dcenvenreatifiþateb,-Jt.cons: 


„„ 
ſion, written feu the finſtinrbpl 
toidbe of] Vente in 206 the) 
clolgfptiheinCnanmiute inn . Id chiaſly 
conſiſts of 
Pecſansin [gh 
onde ſabiecb st 


kom hanqurahie mondlopntvater ther; 
tions — re the : 
moſt eminent men of the age forythewaicer) 
rary ability; and ſome of them Stateſmen 
who have a juſt ham! tanthe grit ude r 
their Country, for their exertions in the 
Cauſe of INTEGRITY and FREEDOM. 
The ts FA; of ſuch Men, probably, will not 
tereſting to thoſe who are attached to 
— — 15 the Conſtitution, and who 
have formed the generous reſolution to con- 
tribute their aſſiſtance to ſupport them. If 
other men ſhould deign to peruſe this volume, 
whole 


bcpantsl of G 


* 
- 
- 
os 


Editon a Gorreihondenee au 


ſomatare till liviog;. * 
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xl PREYACE.: 


whoſe hearts never felt a wiſh fot: 1 
vation of Public Liberty, whoſe boſoms never 
heaved with one honeſt movemient of ſcorn”? 
at the praftigate Corruptlon of the Times, let 
ſuch men i it with'inquiſitorial zeal" to 
detect Sedition or Political Herefy. Errors 
ſuch as rational men might fall into, fauks 
ſuch as ſincere Patriots might commit, may 
here be found. But the 4 
confidence, that Enmity itſelf ean point out 
no paſſage in this volume which — trs juſtly” 
thought injurious to good morals, offenfive'to 
the Laws, or bb eo the Conſtitution of 
our Country. And the ſober- minded Friend 
of Liberty, while he laments the Ex-Miniſter's | 
deſertion af the Cauſe of Reform; and his 
failure to attain, that elevation of conſiſtent | 
Virtue which conſtitutes the my true dignity, | 
will acknowledge that the general tenor of 
the Reformers condult, deſcribed-in/this CO. 
lection, was temperate” and publie ſpirited, 
and che ſveceſs of: their planb ould ve 
inſured the Freedom and Happmauſt of the 
Community. 996 D % {191 M079 Bom, 
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particulars on the ſubject of them. My genes 
ral ſentiments. in favour of à ſubſtantial and 
practicable Reform of Furliament are invari- 


able. ti bollbs gd noc redn 11 18117 


Im. Sir, with great regard, 
Vour faithful and obedient — 
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1 Recoivedithe: ara your note, accom- 
panying the Neſolutions of the Yorkſhire - 
| . for which I beg to return you 
many thanks. I forbear entering into any 


| 
| 
' 


(2) : 
Paper II. 


| Phe Subſtances Mr. Wyvtrrr's Converſation 
with Mr. PiTT, on the 5th of May, 1783; 
communicated to the Committee of Aſſociation 
of the County of York, a their Meeting, on 
the 1 * Ortober, 1 783. S 


| | FTER Mr. Pitt had informed me ado 
| his motions on the 7th of May would 
| be, I told him, I much approved the Propoſi- 
| tion for preventing Bribery and Expence at 
Elections, and that for - puniſhing Boroughs 
E: with Disfranchiſement on the conviction of a 
majority of the Electors having been guilty 
| of corruption, Reſpecting the third Propo- 
ſnion, for adding one hundred Members to 
the Counties and the Metropolis, I begged 
to know, whether it was his meaning that 
the propoſed augmentation of Members 
ſhould be made according to the proportion 
between England and Scotland, as eſtabliſhed 
| at the Union; and whether it was his meaning 
that the Members ſhould be added in equal 
| numbers to the ſeveral Counties, or in a due 
proportion according to their reſpective popu- 
lation and importance. Mr. Pitt aſſured me 
that it was his idea, that the proportion agreed 
between England and Scotland at the Union 
ſhould be obſerved in the Diſtribution of the 


At this Meeting, the Committee paſſed Reſolutions, thank- 
ed Pitt for his excellent propoſition to Parliament on the 


| 


— — 


— — 


: 
' 
: 
| 
, 
1 


of Mey, 1783; and exprefling their hopes of ſucceſs from 
virtuous perſeverance. 


Members; 


63 
Members; but that with regard to the other 


meafure, via. the mode of Diſtribution to te 


ſeveral Counties, he was not determined! It 
was, in his on opinion, proper to male tho 
entation in a due propottion to the in 
portance of ench County; but ſeverab of his 
friends were inclined to make it by fimpyν 
adding one or two to each County, 'w f 
any regard to population or ſizes He ſeemed 
to wiſh for my opinion I therefore: told iin, 
I was glad to find hisiown judgment lei hun 
to make the propaſed addition in due prop 
tion, and earneſtly pu eſſed him to abide byrirc | 
The Nation fe the meaonveniencearifingifrom 
the want of foreſight in ourfbrefathersfrom 
whoſe inattention to eſtabliſh and maifitain due 
proportion in the Houſe of Commons j the pi · 
ſent complaints of the People aroſs. Thatilt 
behoved us therefore to pay greater attention 
to Theory than they had done; and to male 
the diſtribution with a regard to the import> 
ance of the Counties. There might be local rea: 
ſons, reſpecting the Land- tax, hy the Mem! 
bers of ſome parts of England, Bedfurdſhitce 
for inſtance, might wiſh the addition ſhould 
be made equally to each County, without v b 
gard to its ſize, &c. z but ſince what would 
gain thoſe Members, for oppolite local reaſons, 
would diſguſt the Members of uther partes df 
the kingdom, there was no advantage e, 
to reſult from it, in favour of the Hlan, which 


could render it neceſſary ur politictefacrifice \ 
Theory to greater Pructicabllity . But hr 
i A2 ſtrüclk 


(4) 
ſtruck me moſt forcibly, as an bhjection to 
adding an equal number of Members to the 
ſmall as well as the great Conuties, was this, 
in the ſmall Counties the intereſt of powerful 
families is found moſt prevalent, in the large 
Counties the Democracy has uſually the great - 
eſt weight; therefore, adding to the large 


Counties a proportionably large number of 


Members, would ſtrengthen the Democracy; 
whereas, adding as many to the ſmall Counties 
as tol tlie large, would in a much greater de- 
gree ſtrengthen the Ariſiocracy, ho are al- 


ready too powerful in this Country, and the 


People too little ſo. In my opinion, therefore, 
the merit of the meaſure ef adding more 
County Members depends greatly on its being 
done in due proportion. This obſervation had 
the effect I deſired with Mr. Pitt; and be de- 
termined to declare his opinion in the Houle, 

on the yth of May, that the augmentation 
ſhouid be made in due proportion. -I then ven- 
tured to ſuggeſt to Mr. Pitt. that as there were 
ſeveral great unrepreſented Towns, it truck 
me, that when any corrupt Borough, iu conſe- 
quence : of: his intended Regulation, was diſ- 
franchiſed, / inſtead of ſinking the number of 
the Houſe of Commons, it might not be impro- 


per to transfer the Election Franchiſe to thoſe 


Towns; eſpecially, as otherwiſe the propor- 
tion between England and Scotland, which he 
wiſhed to have maintained, muſt probably be 
very ſoon broken through to à conſiderable 
degree; But wh Mr. Fine Wiſe obviate ob- 

21 jections 


= 


(3) 


jections to increaſing the number of 3 
by providing means for their gradual decreaſe 


againg 51 [ e on this head did. not 


meet his „A hinted, that his plan 
would be b xa. r received it in the Capital, if in 
the eourſe of his Speech he took occaſion to 
mention, that the addition to the Capital would 
chiefly, go to the unrepreſented Inhabiants of 
Mary bone, Pancras, Tower Hamlets, &c. But 
though he ſeemed to concur in ſemiment, he 
did not ghuſe to touch upon the caſe of unre- 
preſęiſted Perſons, but to keep the ſubject as 
clear as poſſible in the outſet of any matter 
that could, give offence; He ſeemed. perfectly 
aware of, the apprehenſions entertained con- 
cerning the Duke of Richmond's Plan, and re- 
ſolved to avoid any thing that might bear the 
moſt diſtant conſtruction of having a tendency 
that way. l then told, Mr. Pitt how. much I 
approved his whole; Plan, as now 6xplained, 
and my opinion that it would be generally ap- 
proved,in, Yorkſhire, as; being full as: much as 
they had any reaſon to expect he would: pro- 
poſe to Parliament. The Regulation reſpecting 
the, Disfr anchiſement of corrupt Boroughs 
appeared to me particularly happy. And 1 
thought, if his three propoſitions, were carried 
into effect, and the Septennial Bill was repealed, 
the objects of the Yorkſhire Aſſociation would 
be attained, and the. County would, probably 
deter man to diſſolve the Committee 

I was happy to find Mr, Pitt was impreſſed 

with ſentiments of great reſpect for the, cha- 
racer and conduct of, 0 0 orkſhire: F 
men, C. WY\ | 44 
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7 EN you de me the naioby, on # le 
th inſtant, to explain your views in 
ane the three Propoſitions which were 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of Parliament 
on the yth inſt. T had no heſitation to declare 
my hearty approbation of your Plan. In my 
apprehenſion, thoſe Propoſitions were judi - 
ciouſſy adapted to the preſent ſtate of Public 
Opinidn, and were caleulated to procure the 
beſt and tnoſt exteriſive Reformation of Par- 
liament, whieh could then be propoſed with 
any probability of ſucceſs, or on any ſufficient 
ground of popular Declaration. If Parlia- 
ment had conſented to add one hundred Mem- 
bers to the Counties and the Metropolis, and 
to eſtabliſh Reg ulations for the prevention of 
Bribery and Expence at Elections, and for 
the Disfranchiſement f Boroughs guilty” f 
groſt and general Corruption, by thoſe Im- 
provements 2 the Conſtitution, and the Re- 


peal of the Septennial Bill, the objects of the 
Afﬀeociation of the County of Vork would 


have been eompletely attained, and in ſome re- 
ſpects exceeded. The admiſſion of Copyhold- 


ers to the Right of Election, the'abolition of 


fictitious Votes in Scotland, and the Correr- 
tion of inferior, local — of Election, 2 


\ 


($) - 

be expatted: to: follow that Renovation af -the, 
Conſtitution, without any ifarther intenpaſui ion 
of the People, by thein Commitises. Andiif 
ide means thus provided for healing gro 
Corruption ſhould hereaſter be faund | inade- 
quate to that purpoſe, and the decayed and 
venal Boroughs ſhould ſtill endanger-#he.Li- 
berty of the Nation, it is evident that after 
every milder method of Correction had failed 
to ſecure the Freedom and Independence of 
Parliament, the AMpUTATION of thoſe Bo- 
roughs, by an Act of the Legiſlature, on due 
application from the People, would be àa mea- 
ſure perfectly unexceptionable, and allo; prac- 
ticable with much greater facility than it can 
be thought at preſent. On theſe grounds I 
ventured to declare to you my firm perſua- 
ſion that, if your Propoſitions ſhould be 
adopted by Parliament, and the Septennial 
Bill ſhould be -repealed, that Parliamentary 
Reformation would be ſatisfactory to the 
County of York, and the Commitee would 
probahly be diſſolved at the next General 
Meeting of the County. As far as L. could 
form à judgment of the diſpoſition of ſo 
large a Body 4 of Men, this appeared to me 
moſt conſiſtent with their uſual candour and 
maderation; and Lam. happy to aſſure you, 
Sir, from Gbſequent- correſpondence, I am 
ſatished,':$/did not ehre gr e e 
their lentiments. Fe - 

But I truſt the opinion ſtated to het 
in that caſe probably would be their conduct, 
was: De en to bear an imme · 

9 | diate 
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(8) 
diate reference to the actual circumſtances of 
the County, at that time only. Parliament, by 
rejecting your Plan, has in effect refuſed any 


redreſs of that national grievance, the groſs 
Inequality of the Repreſentation of the People, 
of which the County of Vork, and many other 
great and important Diſtricts, had complain - 
ed. The refuſal loudly calls upon thoſe Bo- 
dies to reiterate their application to Parlia- 
ment, and to preſs with increaſing vigour for 
a due correction of that alarming abuſe. If, 
therefore, in the courſe of this undder 
ſtruggle, the Yorkſhire Gentlemen ſhall be 
ſupported by a more general concurrence of 
their fellow citizens, and terms of greater ad- 
vantage to the Conſtitution, than thoſe which 
Parliament has ſo recently rejected, ſhall ap- 
pear to be attainable, by regular and legal 
means, in juſtice to themſelves, in juſtice to 
the Public, and to Poſterity, they will not ſtop 
ſhort at inferior Improvements. But the 
County of York, far from wiſhing to puſh the 
Reformation of Parliament to an indefinite 
extent, has guarded againſt the poſſibility of 
that exceſs, by its Reſolutions on the 19th of 
December, i782. There the County has 

drawn a line, beyond which, in my conception, 
it ſtands pledged not to proceed; but within 
thoſe limits it certainly may be expected to ex- 
ert ſtrenuous efforts to obtain the belt poſſible 


ſecurity for the ta cet and Liberty” of rhe 


Nation. 
Feeling as they do the utmoſt gratitude 
we bone generous, —_ hitherto yup 


(9) 
ceſsfu lende avours to Res TUR Cow- 
sri ru non, I am perſuaded the Terkſhire 
Gentlemen will; with perfect confidenre, re- 
ly om your zcaÞto'pbotiiore'the moſt! effectu-⸗ 
al Reformation of Pariament wWH²EUT hin any 
future ſitvation of the Country, maybe fo un, 
prablid able! I have the honour d ben 
bc; qu With high reſpect, Sir, 
1 164i} : Vout moſt obedient fervarit; | 
94. 1603 ANY om: Mt /GCAW VILE 2 


' s R : AM 0 R * - 
"+4 14 1 11 2 A134 9it k * 181. 23 : 1or) 
4 4 TIL ER wog, 
y C = , . 8 f * 
iat bs 14 Api; 1 ABN! 2143 
* 2 0 
Au 


the Right Hon, V 10 
S329 5) þ #1 om} municated fo 2 
ilemen alluded to in iQ 7 
13 Mr. Pitt that L wifhed fer an op- 
pottunity to inform him whit was paſfinng 
in ſhive, on the ſubſect cf an Addreſs to 
the Throne thath Reuificion to the! Stier if, 
for a CHunty Meeting to Be HAed for that 
rpoſe, had been ſigiied about! ten days ag 
by a few Gentlemen m'the Weſt-Riding'; that! 
their number was now increaſed to ſty four; 
and ast feemed/aprecable.to the ſeuſe of that 
part of the Conßty, that theres was little 
doubt the meaſure Wot) tale Place! I men” 
tionod my on perievallapprobaiavoeflit ;.but! 
I thought there might be ſome danger from 
running precipitate / ipto an Addreſs on the, 
ſubject of Prerogative y there might be future 
. Inconyenience from it; and, therefore, in con- 
_ currence 
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(10) 

currence with other Gentlemen, I wWiſhed the 
queſtion there to be, an Addreſs fon the PDiſ- 

ſolution of Parliament. On this ſubject Mr. 
Pitt expręſſed ſome difiqulties; declared his 
intention, however, not tb agret to an co. 
ciliation with the betten part of hid opponents. 
unleſs the India ill, as calculated te eſtablifh; 
a new Executive Power, was given up; and 
alſo ſuch other meaſures as had a ſimilar ten- 
dency ! but thought it now plain, that let 
Government change hands as it might, thoſe 
dangerous meaſures muſt be defeated.” On 
this, I told Mr. Pitt how much I had rejoiced 
at the part he had taken in oppoſing the India, 
Bill, and tar Thad no doubt the Publie Would 
ſupport him in requiting that meafure to be 
- given up: that as to the difficulties artendihg, 
a Diſſolution of Parliament, I Was aware of 
them; but if the Supplies were ſtopt, if the 
annual Mutiny, Bill was, rejected, if public 

buſineſs Was ſtill obſtructed, in that caſe a 
Diſſolution ef Parliament ſeemed to be per- 
fectly jnſtiſtable, * as the only conſtigutional! 
meaſure by which Government could be ſup- 
ported that the Meeting of the Conmy of 
Vork would probably not take place for;three 
weeks, in order to give time for theſe matters 
to be aſcertained. If Union on the ground ſpe · 
cified by Mr, Pitt was at all attainable, it pro. 
bably would be attained within that time; 


. * , 
Haun ee gbd! 


HF otikb 92: 30 
Dane ad by the Meeting of t 
Courty of York on the 25th of . bs . winks a: hat 


it may be found expanded, and at large inbited"'on; at the 327 
Tage of the ad volume of Political Papers, | | 7 4 
8 8 and 


61095 5 / 
aach ehe Supplies, the Mütiny Biff, Kr. would | 
be decided. 1 OMG 6/0144 * \ttl WOT LOVE 05 
On ehe tert bf Union, Mr. Pitt ee 
it miſt take place ſbon, or not at alf; cdu, 
deriug the manner in Which he had been treat. 
ed, it could not be ſuppoſed that Upion c 
be patrieularly pleafant to him; but that ff 
the Publie Good he thought it would be right 
dae Lene 6h tes a oi 
ed; that Lord North was now ont bt the 
queſtion; and therefore a Union with the bet- 
ſer part of the Oppoſition was what he Had 
tome hope of, though he could not be very 
ſanguine in bis expectations of it... 
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Letter C. Ugtit 
1. - Honourable Writiam PiTT, = 
beten nei rt 99 2 
«©1117 110 1 TI TIO Von x Tavern, April 3. 1784. 
2 Hear Sir, Gf 2113 oft Ri MITE: 7 
1 night the honour of your Let 
ter from Mr. Wilberforce, juſt after the 
Nomination Meeting had been eloſtd by the 
Sheriffs declaration of a very conſiderable 
majority of hands in favour of Mr. Duncombe 
and Mr. Wilberforce, - I was aware, from 
the beginning of this buſineſs, that great pre: 
judices apainit the Aſſociatlon ſubſiſted, in the 
minds of many Gentlemen here, who are 
F riends to your Adminiſtratiom; and, onmy 


own 


8 } 


n party 1 * difficult 
Let: > On perſonal reſentments 


againſt myſelf, ye my farmer conduct 
2M exci ied, and my 9 had not ex- 
bie It was nt, poſſihle to avoid a 
aon of e topic of the Aſſocia- 

| = not 4 — at the County, Meeting, but. 


N a very large Meeting of our Con- 
90 on the evening of the 26th 
Fol arch. . The diſcuſſon ended in mutual 
a in, and, 1 ope, à total diſmiſſion of 
ealonſies which had been conceived,. and 
gene breach that muſt have ren - 
red any attempt to diſplace Mr. Foljambe 
totally impracticable. The next day (the 29th 
of March) it was reſolved to call the Meeting 
held yeſterday for the nomination of Candi- 
| dates; and the whole of the buſineſs ever ſince 
has been conducted with perfect cordiality, 
| both in our private Meetings, and alſo at the 
Great Meeting of the County yeſterday. From 
[ the general attendance of the Freeholders, 


| 
4 without ſolicitation on our part, and the 
| warmth with which the joint nomination of 


j Meſſ. Duncombe and Wilberforce, was fups 
| ported by them. I have no daubt the ſenſe 05 
| the County, is decidedly ia our favour; and 
| though violent efforts will be made againft our 
| Friends, and the moſt compulſive means will 
| be uſed to influence every perſon in any de- 
| gree dependent on our adverſaries, yet final 
= — f in the County Election, I think, may be 
een on, Lord John? is in great danger 
e en Jö Cem. f 
OT 


(vs) 


of being thrown out of this City; and a re» © 
port has juſt reached this'place, that the De- 
vonſhire Nomination at Knareſbrough, by 
ſome ſtrange fortunous coficurrence of vi- 
cumſtances, has been: defeated, and Sir John 
Coghill and Mr. Bacon Frank have been re- 
turned for that place. However, I think it 
probable there is ſome miſtake in this report. 
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County of York; an n far too great for the puiſe 
candidate, howe ulert, The, magnizade of ts, lg 
pence at conteſted 10 ions for counties at great towns 
the evil conſequences of the defects in our . — 2 
diſabling the ſound parts of the Conſtituent Body duly to exerciſa 
their i —— Right of Election- It is a regulation. of the 
neceſſity, that ſuch expence at conteſted Ki ions þo/preyen 
Whether our Repreſematioa he e. aa o 
10 its preſent grolaly FARE: „ gnpragnanes ist 

N. B. Mr. Pitt's 1 to the Ralitor, sd Mech Ae ber 
to which the preceding Letter is an anfwet, is dot p Gs 
cauſe the Letter and its Cover ure both dorſes) by bitt, 
10 E —For a —_— teaſon, Mr. _ 1 ro» 
ceding letter, dated April 6, 1784, i ſuppte or 
the + Dy var thy ſome oP Sit G. he Letts: fo the Editor were 
belore deemed inadmiſſible, when he was forming the Cohection 
of Political bapetz lately publiſhed. y 

It ſeems not improper ere to fate, that not 'otie of 3 
21 written by Mr. pitt, and ae in this publica Naa 


him, „b vate; 
which ar ;ppreſſed, my I 90 ED? 


rs | SAT Pap VI. | 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


- — — 


| 
| 
[ 
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HAN Nero Horz Je. 20,1785. 


# ® 


* 
„ie Dear Sir, Kin nei 1 ien HON 


HE Newſpapers abound with malevolent 
by paragraphs vn the ſubject of your inten- 
tion to ſupport the Reform of our Repreſen- 
tation, ar a Miniſter; * a ſpecimen of which 
Iincloſe for your peruſal,” together with my 
reply to it, and, alſo, my reply to other para- 
graphs of the ſame tendency, which have ap- 
peared in a different paper. pet 
I do aſſure you, that I am perfectly ſatisfied - 


every thing is rightly underſtood between us. 


If any of the R to the malevolent raphs, here al- 
luded to, had been — they would not Paragraphs withheſa 
rom the Reader. The Circular Letter, which the Editor addreſ- 
ſed to the Friends of Political Reformation throughout Great 
Britain, announcing Mr. Pitt's intention to ſupport their Cauſe, 
as a Miniſter and a Man, was written with Mr. Pitt's conſent, th 


- the Editor's requeſt, with a view to animaty them, and obtain teld 


general ſupport of the People, in County , Se.: And 
1 Mr. Pitt's compliance with this requeſt, as well ag from other 
parts of his conduct, the Gacerity of his attachment to the cauſe 
of Reformation, at this tine, ſeems to be unqueſtionable. It is 
due io Mr. Pitt to add, that when this Circular Letter became, 
Joan after the date of it, the ſubject of ut bay when in Parlia- 
ment, and was there treated by ome as an unauthorized Letter, 
and conſideted by _gthers as, a Letiet authentic indeed, but con- 
ceived in vety exceptionable Terms, Mr. Pitt did Mr. Wyril 
2 declaring, that the Letter was written, with his con 
t; and though not difated y him, uo and well expreſſed 


what he meant to have ſaid, _ 
8 You 


(=) 


You have placed in me a * Truſt of the 
greateſt conſequente4 and am conſcious of 
having acted in it with fidelity, to the beſt of 
my nt. On dhe other hand; Fhave 
acted thus, vvithout A ſingle ſerap of paper, or 
written authority of any kind. This is, I 
confeſs, a ſlender return for your — | 
me; but it was the beſt return in 
I have only to add upon this ſubj har | 1 
will to have no Written anſwer 5 AE) 
I never/wanted it before, nor do not de 
it. If I had it in my power ro/exprets a more 
full reliance, I would. 3 cords om 
The other incloſed Papers are copie ci my 

earlieſt Letters, on tu ſubject of our conyer- 
ſarion, to Mr. Maſom, Mr Todker, and Mr. 
Wilkiofon 3+ that to Lord Effingham L have 
not yet obtained, | - | 

1 * Believe me ever, dear Sir, 3 


10) 911 


eee 
Boa * 30 
| 4 is 10 


(11v0Q) offi © os 21 emen 5: 


* Me. * een , was the anthority 

to. * Wyvin by Mr. 7b communicate to e 
rmation, as widely az poſſible, his intention tb promote their 
Caufe io to the utmoſt eds) of his power; and to invite heir ul. 
tance by Petitions at General Meerings, &e. C 4 — 

matetial Letters which bag been wr ten by the Bator | 
ſu 705 . . at this rithe and approved f 
„ intitled, © Heads-of 2 Bill or Pills for u 
2 Rep eoration,” was intruſted wig Mr. Wynn. bai, 
this tie; bat of the day when jt was e to 
he hs found no mention. e eee 2 
2 a Copy of the Letter to Mr, Wilkitſon} Nate 


 altided <0," 
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20 79d al 0: jor LA nini ui hat writvi U.. 

Lenr! Riphe Hootrable uten 
Pyr Nr x one | 

= ai ain 1 bitt yas 10 Vio na aon, 


1 92513hRao0) 1 | Weng Ops wt ny hen 
aner, 1785.) 
"My erf Sir, TY 


1.1004. L803 {110 QVSB L 
6 * reconſidering the ſubje& on w bich L 
bad the pleaſure of cornverſing with you, 
Lee no reaſon to vary the opinion in which. 
we then agreed as to the propriety: of a 
tgp 218 2183 4 2a 1630 26, 4 
127003 Verse e, dear Sir, D Heilig 


ng 2b andl-fiocetaly:your's; 
— LIT. 1 «! od, 30¹ Al 210. Q3- 36 W. EE. I 


Aida 3Þ7 309: i 


Ne galladed to ig ales kat Meeting of 
the County off 5 Which 720 on ache the roth of 
February, | in order to ne ſopport to Mr. Pitt's 
iotended Motion, i A for ing a Reform in the 
2 Circular Letter mentioned in the firſt note 

to Wo VI. had inclined the major part of the York- 


— 5 re — 5 — the County for this aryl poſe : ſome, 
. to. the e Ara 1 way eber. 7 
. 

eee en de 5 


attended this Fever 
due — *.* * Lan of 'bis dec 


the 
ion 1 RO: a. County Meetings... 

ith btalu, ik =; ng 
D be Coll oli i Body ofthe _ res: 


the intended . — ow the circum nces which 


br * . wa i» grins q of the % 


— 
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Paper VIII. 


1 Wrvikt un lbs R 
Honourable Wirtian Pirr a git 


116 Nerv lieren, Feb 2, 1785. 


IE. 401 41% 
* 
Dear Sir, 


Beg leave, for a moment, to inictrpt 2 
I if iſt to ſay, that on Saturday next 42 7 N 


early — I ſhall ſer but for Vork; and td 
remind you, that ſome points uf real 3 
ance; reſpecting the Vorkſhire Meeting are 
yet unarranged. I have no doubt of our ſu- 
periority there; but I believe you agree with 
me in thinking, it is very mucli the intereſt 
of the Common Cauſe to render that ſuperi - 
corey as great and deciſive as 172 
I am, dear Sir, 
With the higheſt reſpect and regard, 
| "Tour faithful humble 3 
. WYVIEL.” 


— 
— 
— 


* * 
— — — EIA — — cr — - 


— — 


. 


Letter fromthe Right Honourable WitLian 


Pirr to the Rev. C. Wyvii. 
Dow c- srAZZT, Feb, 16th, 1755. 
My dear Sir, 


£311 7 * 1 EM e 
HAVE but one moment, of which, how- 
ever, I cannot omit making'uſe, to return 
you many thanks for your * Two Letters, and 
to congratulate you on the facceſs which hay 


ſo amply juſljfied your expectation. I truſt 


this happy example will have a powerful and 
* av | 1 


lam, with great truth and regard, 
Dear Sir, 1 

Your moſt faithful and obedient 
STE 7» 3 | 


o Copies of the two Letters here alluded to have not been pre- 
ſerved. They probably contained a particular account of pro- 


- 
* 


- ceedings at a previous Meeting on the th of February, and at che 


General Meeting of the County of York on the 10th of February, 
2785. On this occaſion, the expectation of | general ſu 

throughout the kingdom, formed by the Miniſter and his Friends, 
were unforrunately diſappointed ; the laudable example of the 


County of York was not followed with vigour by the reft of the 


nation ; few Petitions were preſented to Parliament; the zeal, 
tranſcendent abilities, and influence of Mr. Pitt, were unable, 
without a ſtrong concurrence of the I pg to check the habitual 
tendency of the ſyſtem; ill ſupported by them, his mild and pru- 
dent propoſal of Reformation neceflarily fell to the ground. 


Paper X. 
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i 65 Rev, EPs to the Kg 


ral ble, W tin ITT: 
Mech 8 Horzx, Feb. 2818, 1785. 


Dear sit 9044 25163 e 1 1 
yy 


19,100 IE 77anadl 9 55 f 

HEN I 1aely, meptioned the money 
acqumulated it the: hands of the Gu» 

vernort of Queen Arine? Bounty, as a ſum that 
on certain conditions might be juſtiy applied 
to the ſexxice of the State, you. ſeemed to 
rang the ſaljett de ſer ved 28 confidera- 
The incloſed Propoſal ® is the rxſult of 
* occurred to me and, withümt pre 
tentling ro any financial il, I all much re- 


Joice, if you find it rama 


64 


any ſerxierable purpoſe. >: 7498 er Nec 
' 1am EST, with the g 55511 


* 4 11 tut bg Dear Ar, oz wt 
Li: 40 Tour NV 
| 5 * 9's 4 1 9 571" 10 21 _=_ WYVIEL; - 
2. 9 de x04 YIIST1O * 
n uur rene | 
| 14 11s Fin L 17 
nf q 16419) $659 08 7 UE 
L 4 a | 4 T6465 
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Paper NI. | 


MEMORIAL re/pefting certain Sums of Money 


veſted in the Governors of Queen Anne's 
Bounty; and the Conditions on which the 
ſaid Sums ſcem juſtly applicable Io the Public 
Service. e ba' 0 | ein | 
T is underſtood, that the Governors of 
Queen Anne's Bounty are poſſeſſed of one 
conſiderable fum of mamey veſted in their 


94 
. 


names, or in truſt to them though appropri- 
ated to augment certain ſmall benefices in 


England and Wales. For this ſum, intereſt, 


not exceeding 2 per cent. is annually paid to 


the ſeveral incumbents of thoſe benefices,' ac- 


cording to their reſpeRive appropriated ſhares. 
It is alſo underſtood, that another large ſum 
is veſted in the ſaĩd Governors, which is whol- 


ly unappropriated. The total accumulation of 


theſe monies, appropriated and unappropri- 


| ated, may be taken to amount to/350;0001. 


Thie excuſe which is alledged for this ac- 


cumulation is, the extreme difficulty of find 


ing purchaſable Lands of the exact value want- 
ed, and perfectly unexceptionable in title, and 
every other reſpect. As a per cent. has been 
the annual allowance of intereſt for ſuch ſums 
as have been allotted to certain poor benefices, 
until eſtates could be purchaſed, and annexed 
to each benefice; and as few ſuch purchaſes 
have been made even during the laſt ten years, 
in which the price of land has been uncom- 


monly low, and conſequently the incumbents 


of ſnch voor benefices were intereſted in a 
more 


(2) | 

more than uſual degree to ind proper eſtates 
to be purchaſed with" their reſpective alot» 
ments; the excuſe alledged ſeems to be a fair 
and ſufficient/txetipation of the een 
— in chis truſt. . G0 Fh eubite t 
But the validity of: their plea proves, thay; 
under the preſent regulations, accumulation 
will be continued and the reliei of the poorer 
Clergy;' the immediate purpoſe of this bene - 
volent Donation, will be much Terarded;-or 
rather, — — will de entirely de- 
ſeated. It appears, therefore, to be not only 
juſt and equitable, but neceſſary for. the due 
accampliſhment/of the augmentation intended 
by QuteniAnne, that Parliament ſhould inter- 
pale, toi direct an application of the ſaid fund 
in ſome mote ſpeedy and effectual mode, to 
that eharitable purpoſe. „une igt T1579. 
IThislbeing admitted to be proper, it is pro- 
poſed; that Goverument ſhalt apply to Parlia- 
ment for an Act, ordaining that the! aboves. 
mentioned accumulation of money, ſuppoſed 
to amount to 0b. ſhall be paid intò tlie 
Exchequer at Midſummer hone; ande con 
ditioos following, to Wit: 
1. That from the date of. ſuch — ba 
the State, the Public [Faith ſhall de etigaged 
ta pay the intereſt to become un for all ap» 
propriated ſums as aforeſaid, madtof. . the ſald 
5agjandl. at the rate of 2 pet gent, per ann. 
till Michaelmas next, and frim Mickachvks, 
for ever, at the rate of 5 per cent. per ann. 
= and \ * — . the benefices ij 1 Evo: 
r Sol. per ann, de 
e e 


BY 


(22) 


exhibited: Fassa bl — capa 
after the commencemend of the noxt g cio 


in order that intereſt at tlie rate a ger tem 


per ann. for the unappraꝑriated ſum, bung the 
reſidue of the ſaid 500,000], may be diſtribu - 
ted in ſuch manner as Parliamant ſhall appoint 


far the augmentat ĩori of the ſald hene ſicrs. 


3. That the payment of: Firft-fouits! und 
Tenths ſhall be contipned for the farther, aug 
mentation of the ſaid benefices, in this! mode, 
annually, until the income of every benefice 
ſhall have been augmented.co. gal, per ann; and 
no more. And when na! behefice under zol, 
a oo ſhalb be left in England tand Wales, the 

_ of! Firſt - fruits and Tenths fhal be 
then diſcontinued, and holly extinguiſned. 

4. Laſtly; that a clauſe ſhall be added ta 
every future Land- tax Act, directing the Re- 
ceivers⸗Gengral of the Land. tax 1 Bagklnd 
and Wales, out ef the monios eolledteu by-yir- 
tue of ſach Act, by half yearly payments;and 
without fee ur deduction uthatſoe er, to pay 
the ſums thus appropriated by Par Rament to 
the incumbents of the ſeveral augmentedbene- 


fices within their reſpective gdiftriats j o othet- 


wiſe, ito:cauſe:the ſaid fums:to be paid by ſuch 
Collectors of the Laud-tax within their re- 


ſpective i diſtricte, as may reſide neardſt to the 
plate uf feſulance of t the Kid incumberits; ic 


ans 159. 1099 20 © . WI VIEL. 
ene Fob in t e , 
21 "£30 1 32, T3 © „Fate, l. h 


2 If the approptiati6n of the fum of money mentioned it this 


rial had taken place on the terms pro , the State 
oral with the loan of it on eaſy intereſt, and 
a great 


(23) 
Paper XII. 
Note from the Right Honourable WILLIAM 


"Prev to the Rev. C. Wines, © 


4 Lv Talk 


R. Pitt preſents his compliments to Mr. 
VI Wyrvill, and if he is diſengaged at nine 
on Friday morning, would' be much obliged 
ro him if he would take his Breakfaſt ih Dow! 

ing4treet, as Mr, Pitt wiſhes much for the ho 
nour of ſeeing him previous to Monday. f 


f = L244 oh 86.4,4'0 CRALET 4 
 Downinc-3TREET, Wedne/day, April bbw. 


a gtest number of the inſerioe Clergymen.of the Chorch of | 
„ who are at orice the moſt nec | 2 
Members of that Body, would have rei ved a comfortable addi- 
tion to their flender i . If the ſum in queſtion be veſted 
entirely in the 3 per cent. „ it would have afforded an im- 
mediate incteaſe of 151. a year to at leaſt one thouſand of the 
moſt indigent of our bjal Prieſts; It would have afforded 
more if veſted in! the other Funds ; and the ſums raiſed in future by 
the operation of Queen Anne's Bounty, inſtead of being ſuffered 
. no they poly couks be; ——- 

— — 
the remaining poor Pariſh Prieſts of the Church of England, till 
at laſt, after the object of the Queen's Bounty had been fully at- 
. tained, the taxes of Firſt-frujes and Tenths, often found by the 
| beneficed Clergy to be vety inconvenient and burthenſome, would 
have been diſcontinued, If the principles of this propoſal ſhould 
be approved, the time may come, it even ſeems to be at no ve 
great diſtante, when the application of them may afford 4 Tapply 
— inconſiderable not unſdaſonable to the exigencies of the 
tate. 


Tue object of this interview was farther conſultatiop on the 
intended Motion for a Reform in the Repreſentation, previous to 
the day fixed for making it, viz. Monday, April ad, 3785p 1, 
1:39 Fo 4. | ; L234 iv 1 , ' 's. 
XII. 


B 4 Pane 


” — 
4 — r = 
5s 4 > ODS I RW oo ** — = — 7 2 
. 


(i846), | 


Paper XIII. 


Letter row 4 Right Honourable Wir AM 
TT to the Rey. C. W YVILL. 


"1X . *. 
. 2 11 4 


0 vovsusgarturf. 1 th, 1 55 
Der s, 97 2785: 
I Flatter myſelf the 3 Anne's Bounty 

may be made uſeful to the Public Service, 
but I think it need not come as part of the 
Budget; which makes it unneceſſary for me, 
to trouble you immediately. | 

I ſhall be extremely happy to ſee you when 
the buſineſs of the preſent moment is a little 
over. Tam, dear Sir, © 

Wy Your moſt faithful 
aol „ and obedient ſervant, 
„ eg VW. Ep. 


Far XIV. 


Letter fron the Right Honourable Wirrian 
ITT 76 the Rev. C. WVVIIL. | 


Purxzr-HaaTn, May 2g0b, ants: 
Dear n 


USINESS which I a4 Kifpatch before to- 
morrow, has obliged me, contrary to my 
intention, to ſtay 1 here Toy I < cannot eaſily 
be 


(25) 

be in Town ſooner than half paſt twelve to- 
morrow, and ſhould be very glad to have the 

leaſure of ſeeing you then in Downing: ſtreet, 
n is not iriconvenient to you." But if the 
time of your-ſetring out riiakes an early hour 
of conſequence, I will endeayour to meet you 
as much ſooner as you pleaſe. ? 

I am, dear Sir, 46 ne 

127 Very ſinderely ydur s, 
it 4d bannimmiogt?. nog 928% WHIP. 
* IL — 2 *in E to ie es e 


707 At hin ws! . Wytin ens an che point of paſſing over to 
e Conti gent, on an excurfion through Paris 10 the * 
S A Soinetund,  H Having been kindly” futhiſhed by 


of Shivy a be uvRion to Dr. Frankliv, 


Mr, W inform Mr. Pitt o circumſtance BE 
= his fence, hy "could be of any, during his —— 


On kin arrival in tharcapital, Mr. W 
— to = his reſpeQs to the veverable Arbaſador of Achetics 
by whom he wa receied wii every mark of ogy, bo civil 
good- will, 1 dean with Mr. 
Franklin exp own amicable ion to * 
and his ,carneft 55 hat the recent — is 
country and Athetica might be impro the cloſeſt e 
eee W rennen 
Fiore g ee , 
n gt nemo cer nen ie geh 
to. cept a gut ses (2 Ali 307 
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rue xv. | bas re 


Letter from the Rev, C. Wyyiia,ito the kh 
; Hogoupabla: WILLIAM Pr. 


01.438 1 vun ver. Hur, Dieiaber 11th, naß. 
Dear Sir, 5 } 


Y. Father has ans Fn me e that a Peti- 
tion has lately been tranſmitted by him 


to the Board of Treaſury, requeſting that a 


Penfion, which he has enjoyed ſeveral years, 
may by their authority be continued; without 
which allowance, the Board of 1 in Scot- 
land have intimated their intention to difcon- 
tinue it, as inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of the 
preſent Adminiſtration, | _ 
1 On tis deralda I heul AiGpprove my 
own conduct, if I remained ſilent; becauſe 1 


think it extremely probable, from the re- 


gard with which you have honoured me ſo 
much, that you may feel ſome difficulty, ſome 
degree of reluctance, to enforce, in the pre- 


ſent inſtance, thoſe frugal maxims of Govern- 


ment, which you haye laid down, with the 


fame ſtrictneſs as you would Parry them into 


execution in ordinary caſes, Permit me, 
therefore, to aſſure you, that it js my earneſt 
and only wiſh, that you will put me and my 
connection with the Petitioner entirely out of 
your conſideration, and treat him exactly as 


you would treat every other perſon in the 


fame predicament. If the circumſtances of 
his caſe do not juſtify the penſion as an indul- 
| gence 


/ 


(#7) 


gence merited by ſecvice, unobjectionable in 
point of precedent; and fit to be allowed in all 


ſunilar ſithationt it obght to be ſtruck off; and 
I ſhall applauqd the. band which does reſcind it, 
with as much ſincerity, and with as much ala: 


crity too, as if the perſon afflicted by the 
{troke were altogether unknown to me. I oi 


this: not from indifference to ſo near a re 
tion; becauſo mean to compenſate his 
as Ihad before promiſed I would, when, from 
ths part I toolt id promoting a Petition to 
Parliament againſt unmerited Penfiops,/&e. it 
Wat not im bis might be diſallowed 
by the Miniſter then, ſor reaſons very diffe- 
rent from hoſe which I am certain will de- 
termine your reſolatlon now, In preſſin en 
to put me quier out of the —— | 
act act to your i 
alone, I do what I conceive to Be: my — 
and I ſhoutd il deſerve your regard and good 
opinion, wech J value ſo highly, I eould 
entertain a wiſh for a ſingle moment, that, on 
wel account yu, would depart from thoſe 
roles of oconomy, Which are, in the 
eſent exhauſted ſtate of ou eommery; indiſ- 
ly neceflary. | ons, [1113509537 dne Dit 
*" 210197: 1am, dear Sir, £7 tere 27 288 
With the greateſt eſpe and regard, 
NO — your's, 


bien! 31% C. WYVILL. 
7 
* 92 4 * 
* * 197% . L H 
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| „ Haggerty | Paper \ lap 10 10 00 
Letter from the Right Honourable: WII all 
PITT to the Rev. C. e Hic 


770 Tr EE FE 
UII yg not won Ls 2 UA 56, 
pers 5 k ; 
1940108 TO ITQOTL FH D070; 


Meant to have acknowledyed: iind 
the favor of your Letter, and am extremely 
concerned that in the variety of buſineſs it 
bas from time to time eſcaped me. The ſen- 
timents you expreſs are ſuch as, from know 
ing your character and principle, I cannot be 
ſurpriſed at. It would, I confeſs, have given 
me great pain, if a perſon ſo nearly connected 
with you had been a ſufferer by any ſyſtem 
laid down by the preſent Government, how- 
ever unavoidable. I have, therefore, peculiar 
pleaſure in heing able to aſſure you, that, be- 


fore I received your letter, or ne that Mr. 


Wyvill had any connection with yon, the ſim- 
ple cireumſtances of the caſe had determined 
me to ſend directions to the Commiſſioners of 


the Exciſe in Scotland to continue his Penſion, 


as being clearly not within the line of a juſt 
and rational reduction. — I hope your” Danh 
has benefired by your ſummer exertions, * 
121 me to be at all times, | 
My dear Sir, 
| "With the greateſt regard, 
Wot faithfully W. pit 


* 1 Thijs is the laſt Letter reccived by My, Wyvill from 
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M. Wilberforce "TIM lately eee 
his intention to reſume, in the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, the ſubje& of a County 
Regiſter, with ſome modification of Lord 
Stanhope's Plan;“ and having yet formed no 
decided opinion what that modification ought 
to be, I have thrown together ſome thoughts 
upon it, which are communicated to him by 
this poſt; and I alfo venture to trouble you 
with a copy, though not without much heſi- 
tation; conſidering the near approach of your 
buſieſt ſeaſon. I am aware how imperfect a 


999 le of the modified Plan here alluded to, is, to em- 
the Condiable to form, annually, a Lift of the Frecholders 
Mia iy cownlaip who re qual to vote at Elections, for the 
County, as be is at preſent employed to forin a Liſt of Freeholders 
qualified to ſerve as Jurors, Were the County Eleftors thus af- 
certained, a great reduction of expence at Eleions for the Coun- 
ties might be effected : the poll might be taken at the chief place 
of every Hundred, or in every Pariſh, which would be fill bet- 
ter.—Whether this idea was or was not approved by Mr. Pitt, is 
not certain] 2 ws Editor, by 3 Kr 


7 * . ieren, Lr and adopted the 
gecfted, —＋ — * in the hands of the Editor's a, 
— Eſq; à young Lawyer of the greateſt expectation, 


- n in a tec form; — before —— 
„Mr. Baynes died. 1 Go dis lamented death, the plan 
— 2 to be communicated to A. Laden, Eſq; for the ſame pur- 
e but before he was able to finiſh this tak, the death of Mr. 
illips, the intended moyer of the Bill, and the growing indiſ 
fition of the Houſe of Commons to every n — form, bc 
and fizally defeated the defign, __ 
1 | etch 


WEE 
{ſketch I now ſubmit to your perſual ; but if 
the propoſed alteration im the paper _— 
ſhould fortunately meet your opinion 


Mr. Wilberforce and Lord Stanhope wht 


be content to admit the modification, I think, 
when properly corrected, it might probably 


| Paſs both the Houſes of Parliament with oy 


oppoſition - than his Lerdſhip's Plan expe 
enced the laſt year, as it is ſomewhat £ Oh 
plicated, aud ſomewhat. leſs remote from AE 
common practice. The only material objec. - 
tion which has occurred to myſelf, or be 

have been able to conſult, is, that the Con-, 
ſtable might abuſe his power, In times — 


tranquillity, I am perſuaded, this would raren 


happen; never, per haps, to any dangerous ex- 


tent. In times of much political ie if 
ſome ſhould be abe to tempt the 


ſtable to t eſs, others would be found 
equally 558 to watch, and to detect the 
fraud. No Schedule accompanies the Plan, 
though often referred to in it. In moſt ot 
thoſe references, the regulations in Lord Stan- 
hope's Schedule are what I had in view: But, 
if the general idea ſhould have your approba- 
tion, the Schedule, I ſuppoſe, would ** Fay 

compleated, | w 
It is with great klesſuße I tale this FOOTY 
ng. to — vou, that . relaxation 0 7 
ob ben bt OH | the 


1 this elit, farmers 1 op En than 25 pins 4 2 5 
e = ; 


were exempted from paying t tax. tion 


propoſed to Mi. Pitt at an official interview ** the 1 Editor, 
the concurrence of Mr. Duncombe and Mr. Wilberforac.— 
nerrr en objected the preearious fate of the Revenue, gone 


(30 


the lorſa ten laſt year has been received in 

this country with that univerſal ſatisfaction 

and gratitude, which an indulgence ia itſelf ſo 

great, and granted at a time ſo critical to your 

reputation as a Miniſter, ſo well 1 
51 cee eee 
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Leet N 
ehe- wr . 
the Houſe of Commons, the diſtreſsful conſo· 


A IN OO phy 


that tim could it tar > actderdts « difenrions ee 
priety of relieving the pooreſt claſs of cultivators from a burda 
that ought only to fall on the rich proprietors of. horſes uſed for 
luxury, ay with Mr. Pitt, and the defired-ind 
— ſtates this circumſtance- with 
does credit to the principtes and. courage of 


Tes winters had 
Pitt for our R 


change in the — n about — N 
determine. But it is certain the d much exceeded; the ti 
within which the appearance of the Bi ws looked for bs the 


635) 
felt ſeverely by the nation; and the cordup! 
tion of Parliament, under a former Miniſter, 


N was yet conſidered, with general deteſtationy 

0 as the principal cauſe of thoſe misfortunes. 'But: 
I the adoption of your Whole ſyſtem ſeems to 

| be reſerved for ſome period of ſtill greater 
14 diſtreſs, when the abuſes bf corruption ſhall 
| | have been mote fuinouſly practiſed, and ſhall 
= have rendered the change more evidently and 


more indiſpenſably neceſſary. For, even at that 
time, the majority of the people, as well as of 
the Houſe of Commons, appears to hade been 
adverſe to your propoſal ; not, probably, from 
any fixed diſapprobation of the Plan itſelf, but 
becauſe. the Peace had already leſſened in ſome . 
degree the preſſure of, calamity, and the pro- 
ſpect of happier times had produced a diſpo- 
ſition to acquieſce. Since the rejection of 


it's 1 - 
11. Friends of Reformation. N of theit Leader, however, 
was not then ſuſpecled by the Editor ; though he m_ it his du- 
ty to remind Mr. Pitt, that the publication of his Bill was eupect- 
ed. Some peculiar eitcumſtances relative; to a Borough, 
ent on the Board of Ordnance, ſeemed to preſent a favourable 
pottunity for its Publicarion at that time. But to the Editor's 
Letter ſtating theſe conſiderations to Mr. Pitt, with the accuſtom- 
ed freedom of their former intercourſe, yet with all becoming defe- 
rence and fficodly zeal for the honour of his character, no anſwer 
was returned. 4 9 Bin an 4 . 199 Pig) 
Some ſurpriſe, and ſome flight jealouſies, wete the natural con- 
of this filence ; bat they ſoon yielded to the ſtrong pre- 
_ i — — favour. + ban oven jar after this 
. period. ver, the original prinei is adminiſtration ſeem» 
i ed to have been abandoned, and a ſyſtem leſs pure, leſs ceconomi- 
1 cal, leſs friendly to popular rights, begau to be gradually unfolded. 
1: But confidence once given, frankly and fincerely, is lowly and rehue- 
| — and it was not till many years after the date of 
this Letter that the Editor was at laſt convinced, by the tenot of 
Mr. Pitt's conduct, that he was become unfaithful to the cauſe in 
which he had engaged himſelf." $4}? 190 #6 17 148 enten 
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(633) 
that motion, the proſperity of the country has 
been advanced with a rapidity beyond all ex- 
pectation; Trade has increaſed, Stocks have 
riſen, the Finances have been reduced into 
good order, and Government has been ſteadily 
conducted on the principles of virtuous'ceco- 
nomy. Im its eagerneſs to enjoy theſe bieſsi 
ings, the nation forgets their precarious te- 
nure; and as the benefits of your Adminiftyas 
tion are more extenſively experienced, it ſeems 
more generally difinclined to any great Parli- 
amentary change, though recommended even | 
by your authority. N 

In this ſtate of affairs, and in this terhper of 
the nation, I truſt there is not a'Zealot {0 Faſh 
and intemperate in his purſuit of Political Re- 
formation, as to wiſn you to agſrate that fi: 
ject again in Parliament. Be that, however, as 
it may, I certainly have nottheqmalleſt inten- 
tion to trouble'y6u'ith any ſuch unſeaſonable 
ſuggeſtions. I only beg leave to recall to your 
remembrance à meaſure which I ventured tb 
propoſe juſt after the loſs of your great que - 
ſtion. You then expreſſed your approbation of 
the idea, that an authentic publication of your 
intended Bill was due to the Public, and to 
your own character. At that junctuxe, it was 
neither neceſſary, nor indeed prudent, to carry 
this meaſure into immediate extcution. All 
the infor mation on the ſubject which could at 
chat time be given with propriety, Was com- 
municated to the Public in the Summary Ex -· 
planation of its principles, which I had th, the ho. 
C nour 
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nour to publiſſi with your permiſſion. “ But; 
as your other important plans for the good o 
your Country had not yet received their dif- 
cuſſion and deciſion, the publication of the Bil 


in queſtion was very properly poſtponed, till 
you had leiſure to reconſider the ſtate of our 
Repreſentation, and to correct your draught 
with' that care and accuracy which the. ex- 
treme . of — ro demands. 
"Fre or 49, rt « 1 2 

eee 


freſh} in the nerollection of Mr. Pitt. — 
vity of the expreſſion, which renders the. meaning ſomewhat * 


ſeure. The ſact alluded to was this : the Summary xplanation 


written with Mr. Pht's previous aſſent, in order to be — = 
the Meeting at the Thatched | Houſe on the 24th of M arſe 
the he yroond on which they mi - roceed to the con Geratin ol 0 
of his pla : And itt's aſſent had been — 
pry on condition that the ** Rog contain no allufipg to 
eads of his Bill. 'The Summa lanation was written 
in —— with — condition; 7 pes by — 1 pa 
Mr. Wy vill hi ion to publiſh it, to lay it t 
= and to — (9 pal acknowledged the Expla- 
ageing, be an accurate account of the principles of that fyſtem 2 
Reform which be had recommended to Parliament on the 1 gth of 
2 f 785. Concerning the Paper intitled Heads of à Bill pf 
for 2 t pI, it hay be proper — 
obferve; 1TH g 
TY The Heads, c-were delivered to, Me, Wyxill by M 
2 e time bee 18th of April, 1785, iche bee 
2 5 at tlie time ep — or e —— 
2 at in. May, 178 Pitt, for roaſ 2 
nature, required, oY Mr. Wyvill — at there ſhould 
no allofionto'the Head?, &c. in the Jen Explanation.” 
3. That the promife was literally fulfilled, * the — 
Rx alluſion to the Heads in the Symmaty, Explanation; and i½ 
ſpirit, 1 this ditwr”s filence upon the ſubject till che year 1793; 
b ciremuſtances which rendered that reſerve neceſſary: had 
long — to exiſt. 

4. That no promiſe of ſecrecy, or teſetve of any kind, was te- 
quited by Mr. Pitt, or agreed to by Mr, Wyvill, reſpecting any 
other Papers which paſſed between them, except only the two Let- 
ters indorſed Private, which are not intended for publication. 

15 | Whether 


63603 


Whether the moment of leiſure be now ar- 
rived, or be {til} at ſome diſtance ĩs more than 
I pretend to judge; yet, if the commotions in 
Holland; which have thireatened to embrolb us 
with that Province aud with France, ſnould 
be fortunately: compoſed by your-prudetice 
and firmneſs, it is poſſible that i the preſent 
receſs may afford the opportunity WH, 4s 
wanted to prepare ſuch a Bill for publicarioti3 
In my thoughts, there are various perſomal 
and public motives for the execution of this 
meaſure during your comtinuance in p ẽr = 
and to narrow the idea ſtill more/ during the 
exiſtence of the preſent Parliament; and Even 
if poſſible, during its preſent receſſi 5179 
It is not improbable, that, in the cuurſe of 
our life, the revolution of human affairs may 
— ſome | favourable ſeaſon for the 
radical correction of abuſes in our Partiamers - 
tary Repreſentation. At that 'erivicalſlcons 
juncture, great will be the advantage reſale 
ing from a previous publication of your Bill 
when the then exiſting ſtate vf the 
could not have been foreſeen; and when no 
private intereſt could be aſſigned as the mo- 
tive for your having reſumed the ſubſett. 
The value of this advantage, perhaps, is not 
much over - rated, by ſuppoſing that the poſſi- 
bility of your ſucceſs would depend more upon 
it, than on any other circumſtance. which.gan 
be reaſonabiy imagine d. 
But if the ſeaſon for accomplithing A Refgt- 
mation of Parliament ſhould be moro remote 


C 2, * te of 2217 e Than 
2 * 


than I have here ſuppoſed, yet, whenever it 

ſhall: arrive, the worthy: Patriots of that day 

will undoubtedly feel and acknowledge the 

1 immenſe advantage of having had your Hyſtem 
1 laid before them. To your previous labours, 
1 poſterity will be chiefly indebted for that ad- 
| ditional fecurity to Public Liberty which may 


| 0 36) 
3 

il 
" 


} 
f be then acquired. For leti us ſuppoſe Lord 
; Chatham to have formed, and ſubmitted to 
Wy Parliament and/to the Pablic, the plan-which 
1 you after wards propoſed: The conſequence 
would probably haue been, that the difſentions 
among the various advocates of Reformation, 
to which their late defeat may be truly im- 
10 puted, either would not have broken out, ar 
| would have been ſoon compoſed by his ſupe- 
1 vior authority. But if union had been thus 
effected, your taſk would have been far leſs 
"i | arduous tban it actually was; and your efforts, 
4 in alli human probability, would have been 
ö crowned with ſucceſs. From the publication 
{ ol this Bill by you, ſimilar advantages may be 
| expected hereafter; and, I truſt, poſterity will 
i 
| 
f 


bow to yqur authority with equal reſpect. *- 
| But theſe benefits, to be reaped in a more 
1 or * ane W Are not the . argu- 
1 mal ments 
| 10549 2113 1 F153 161 ve _ 
. | At preſent this appear FR compliment; 
N = written, it was may ap 15 on 22 77 Edito?'s real K.. 
qi 'timents. In the early part of his Adminiſtration, much had bean 
wiſely and bravely done = Mr. Pitt to repair our ſhattered fi 


1 des, and to reſtore ceconomy and i imegrey in the expenditure of the 
uy public money; and it was then by many of his Friends, 
4 ——— flv M e Reformation 
1 Parliament, would be the grand object of his political! iſe 

| | 44 it as en had begum , a Foe to Corruption, a Friend 


to 
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ments which recommend the ; production of 
your Bill. I think I ſee ſeveral good conſes 
quences that would immediately flow from 
that meaſure. If the Bill, with the Schedule 
annexed, ſhould appear next winter, or before 


the next general election, that advantage 


might probably be derived frofn it Which 1 
took the liberty to ſtate to you, ſoon aſter the 
attempt made by Mr. Marſham to disfranchiſe 
Queenborough. The idea ſeemed to meet 
your entire approbation; but the attack upon 
that borough not having been renewed, no 
opportunity has yet occurred to make the 
propoſed experiment. What I mean to ſug- 
geit is this: the magnitude of your plan was, 
perhaps, in the minds of the major part of 
your opponents, their principal objection; and 
yet the very ſame perſons who rejected the 
whole ſyſtem, may be induced to promote its 
eitabliſhment in detail. For, after the next 
general election, ſhould any borough, convict- 


ed of Corruption, appear to deſerve disfran- 


chilement, it is highly probable that by your - 
influence the guilty borough might be pu- 
niſhed ; not, as in the caſes of Shoreham and 
Cricklade, by imparting the right of voting 
there to the Freeholders of the Hundred, 
which is a clumly regulation, and inapplicable 
to any great ſyſtematical improvement; but 


to the Rights of the People : Had he, like him, perſevered to the 
end, in his firſt attachment to the one, and his hereditary hatred 
to the other, he would have equalled his father in re io : he 
would have ſurpaſſed him, had he with the ſame fteadfa adhered 
to his original ſyſtem of pacific policy, and like Waſhington pre» 
ſerved his country from t 8 of a war with France, 

2; 3 
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by imparting, the juſtly-forfeited/ franchiſe to 
thoſe great towns and diſtr ĩcts which are wholly 
unrepreſented, or repreſented with the great · 
eſt inadequacy. If this rule of transfer ring 
the forfeited franchiſe ſhould then be adopted 
at your recommendation, it would follow of 
courſe, that the order of transfers, previouſly 
publiſhed in your Schedule, would alſo be a- 
dopted. And after this rule of transfer had ta» 
ken place in a fe inſtances, the unſatisfied diſ- 
tricts contained in the Schedule would acquire 
a ſpecies of right, or equitable claim, that the 
order of the Schedule ſhould continue to be 
obſerved in all future transfers of the right of 
Repreſentation.— And this would ſecure the 
gradual execution of a principal part of your 
plan, and would alſo tend directly to promote 
the accompliſhment of the reſt. 

In a perſonal view, I am perſuaded that 
this publication will be advantageous to your 
character. It will be conſidered as a fair and 
candid - proceeding ; it will prove that your 
propoſitions had been weighed very maturely ; 
it will exhibit a ſyſtem of Repreſentation the 
beſt adapted to the ſtate of the country and 
its future fluctuations of property of all which 
hitherro have been propoſed ; and, finally, ig 
will leave thoſe opponents, who from the 
mean motiyes of intereſt or reſentment, do 
injuſtice to the rectitude of your conduct, no 
ground whatever, in the whole courſe of this 
buſineſs, for any plauſible imputation. 

It may be objected to the propoled publica- 
tion of your Bill, that it miglit, perhaps, afford 
WE Re 1 occaſion 
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occaſion for invidibus andianhaligoant refle c- 
tions. I {uppole the hjectiaa poſſible, without 
percelving its foro but;rom: the contrary, 
ſnould the meaſureſbe Ho laid aſide, or 
only delayed tilk youboretreat froin: office; or 
till the return of great natiotal diſtreſs, I con- 
ceive in each of theſe caſes your eanduct might 
be open to cenſure, I am aware that this p 
licatiun is not exactly de e aſure which Idm 

of your friends t wwiabeghiteeammend! ot 
approve; yet, if it he welbæaleuated £6 ſupport 
your cbaracter with the, Publie;;asJ1thiok it is, 
it would hardly leſſen younlweight even with 


thoſe aſſociates whoſe dentiments on the ſub- 


jet . 10 de from an > 
fe C4 190445 But 
417 1. ) 

* From the date of this * 1793. 
the Editor's Correſpogdence with 12 Pitt . 28 12 
the connection was yet unbroken. 1 of his 
perfed, the general tenot of his ad $01 tinned to meer 

Editor's approbation and applauſe: 'Iti a hs and ubſuſ- 
py temper of the nation, 7 25 lollea by Fe 
or, a ordered Conſtitution ja. coold be foe ccels, * 4 
tempted with prudence. 

ained in the yitem of — — and their tendency 0a 
ſtill 4 is perhicious as ever; but BE: * 18 0 by 
pecelligg of the State, and the influen&&of Hhopular opinion. 2 
Editor, With the reſi ot his countrymen, enjo! 771 3 — profhe- 
rity of England ; and was 25 W th x hich 
great exiſiiy evils, thus mitigat 3 ſpirit of the 
times, avd the prudence of Adminiſttativn. Nh rruſted that the 
rights fall left * 222 were ſafe under the protection of * 
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— 2g ſhot acroſs {ad 2 
The Editor 1 Pp were now renewed with 
increafing 


% 
ö But it is time for me to ſtop; I am conſcious 
| my zeal has led me to the edge of impropri« 
16 ety; yer I cannot reſolve to cancel what I have 
Wi | written, becauſe I am alſo eonſcious my mo- 
13 tives for uſing; this froedom are equally right 
| to'you and to the Public; and therefore, in 
Wl that view, they are m to meet wah candid 
ll 4 acceptance. ' 1 SC, 
I have only to add, 08 if you ſhould re · 
meg ſolve to publiſly your Bill, and ſhould wiſh 
' previouſly to ſee me, 1 will moſt chearfully 
| | obey your commands, and come up to London 
| | at any time wWhieh may' belt ſuit N vo 
11 nience. I am, dear Sir, 
0 | With very great reſpedt and e 
4 b + Your's moſt faithfully, 
| ; ä & WYVILL. 
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1 | 
is 80 fo W he plajnly fa 
| - A reaſon for it. At laſt, in the beginning o 


bring Bod 3. the violent Gepe which had been taken, 2 pparently 
Pity = to diſgrace and ruin the whole body of Refotmers 


engage this country in a raſh and unneceſſary war with France, 

j | 8 Mr. Pitt 
1 on theſe ſubjecti. 

1 R piivndely feor to, him In Febraary 12 Bs 

| thp imo, pore ng Letters, ir remained e i vine 

3 courſe of a Fader ks it was publiſhed. Pitt deigned 

to return a 5 aFory anſwer repeAing the matrers diſc uſſed in 

it, the Editor's incntion 050 not to But Ty filerice, 


combined with the taQts alluded be. ap 10 , 16 hs Jeb dgmen | 
to form a ſtrong * ſumpt 1 — 4 Pitt had — 


the liberal ad p pace prac c p 1255 e- which _ ſer the 
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gur, aLetier from the Rev. g. A Wexiny. 
c- 64 Nw W1l.BERFORCE, . — 


en lee nern 
| My-dearSir, Fot ror Aan mod: — 


my intercourſe with Mr. Piet, h 
things were imparted to me confidentially 
504 in nb dircuttiftarites Whatever mall l th 
myſelf authorized to Tvilige any part or thele 
commpnicarions, without his previous conlenr. 
But whatever at any time has been hende 
nicated to tne reſpecting tlie public Bufineſs 
of the Aſſocfatlon, by Mr. Pitt, for Lord Lanſ- 
down, or by Lord Rockin bam, 1 haye”not 
thought ſuch communications from men in 
their miniſterial ſtatlons, Whether made in 
writing or in converſation,” were privare com- 
munications to me individually (when ſecrecy 
was not at tha 1 time enjoined) but as com- 
munications of a public nature, made to me 
in my official capacity, as Chairman of the 
Vorkihire Committee, Of ſuch. communi- 
cations, in all cafes,” whether made in 'writ- 
ing or in converſation, I held, myſelf, bound 
to give an account to the Committee: | Papers 


| » This Raga is bist bor ha fe l agen eh pales 


between Mr. Pitt and Mr, Wyrill, becauſe, = it is 

ttom a Letter addreſſed to Mr Wilberforce, that, Letter was 

tended to be ſhewn 2257 rg an offer N. and 
as actuall into r. W eg. 

f K. 1 W 4 *. 


pears from Wilberforce's 2 „WůV 
Mr. Pitt returned it oe Vide" i n ee. 
TAUus 


on of July, 2993; and from the 
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thus communicated I conſidered as public 


papers, and myſelf baund in reſpect of them 
to act as the Truſtee of the Committee and 
of the Public. This is the light in which I 
conſidered Lord Lanſdown's Letters “ to me 
about ten years ago: He underſtood that I 

kept them back from the public view at that 
moment. When their appearance might have 
deen perſonally detrimental to him, and ipju- 
rious to the Public, Cauſe; but that I did not 
engage that, they ſhould be abſolutely and en- 


tirely ſuppreſſed, - Witch my baving kept 
them back at that time, his Lordſhip has fre- 
quently expreſſed his ſatis faction; at my not 
engaging to ſuppreſs them, I haye never heard 
that he, or any friend of his, has expreſſed 
any diſpleaſure or diſapprobatjon. In the caſe 
of Lord Lanſdowp, I did not conſent. that a 
wanton or malevolent uſe ſhould be made of 


his communications; in the caſe of Mr. Pitt, 
with reſpe& to the publication of Lord Lanſdown's Letters 
10 the Editor in 1782, be ſtates with pleaſure chat his Lo 
acknowledged the iety. of Mr. Wyvill's conduct; expreſſed 
bis approbation of publicity in matters of national importance 
negotiated between a Miniſter of State and a Public Body of Men, 
or their confidential Agent; and conſidered ſpch t as reſpan 
fible for his conduct to his Conſtituents and to the Public. is 
was the magnanimity of | a frank and henoutable mind, that 
ſcorned all unneeeſſary 1contealment., Conſeioys of having aRed 
in a moſt important tation, with integrity to the Public, and fide- 
lity to a reſpectable Body of Men, with whom he had en- 
tered into en ts, Lord Lanſdown was too candid and 
equitable to withhold his N tion, or withdraw his efteem 
from others, who, in a humble ſtation, and with ſcanty means, 
have acted on the fame general views; dealing with equal impar- 


tiality the ſame meaſute to Minifters dead or living, to Stateſmen 
in or out of power, and in dangerous times endeavouring, like 


him, with honeſt zeal to ſupport the principles of our hnking 
which 


(43) 
which is nearly ſimilar, I ſhall act by ſimilar 
rules; I ſhall lay myſelf under the ſame re- 
ſtriction, not wantonly or maleyolently to 
publiſh-® the Heads of his Bill.“ or any of bis 
Letters; ſtill, however, reſerving to myſelf the 
right which I think I have to retain them in 
behalf of the public, and in certain caſes to 
publiſh them; particularly in the caſe alluded 
to in my Letter to Mr, Pitt, and more diſ- 
tinctly ſtated in my laſt Letter to yourſelf, 
viz, on the event of Mr. Pitt's death, without 
having effected a Reform in the Repreſeota- 
tion, and without having publiſhed the ſame, 
or a better Plan of Reformation. By acting 
in this manner, I conceive I ſhall do my duty 
to the public, and yet nothing injurious or 
juſtly diſpleaſing to Mr. Pitt. If be wiſhes 
the papers in queſtion to be ſuppreſſed or re- 
turned to: him, I wiſh to gratify him, pro- 
vided it can be made ſufficiently evident that 
his claim to the diſpoſal of theſe papers is a 
juſt claim. I profeſs, however, that it ſeems 
to me highly improbable, or rather impoſſible, 
that he gan ſhow any juſt claim to the diſ- 
poſal of the Letters; it appears upon the face 
of them that they are public Letters, and they 
contain nothing, as I think, which upon exami- 
nation will be found to alter their quality. 
But the paper-intitled * Heads. of a Bill, Sc.“ 
is ſomewhat differently circumſtanced ; and 
though I do at preſent conceive it to be pro- 
perly a communication of a public nature, 
like the Letters, yet if there is any circum- 
ſtance relating to this paper which ſhows that 
| it 
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it ought not to be ſo conſidered,” I ſhall not 
heſitate to return it to Mr. Pitt, hen con- 
vinced of my miſtake; and I will publicly 
acknowledge my error, i Ef into an error I have 
fallen from inadvertence or forgetfulneſs of 
any material circumſtance reſpecting this pa- 


per, and ſtate the reaſons alſo which may have 


produced that conviction; and that conviction 
will be produced, if Mr. Pitt will affert to me; 
that, when the paper intitled © Head of a Bill, 
Sc.“ was communicated to me, he diſtinctly 
recollects, either that he laid me under an in 
junction of perpetual ſecrecy reſpecting it, or 
expreſſed to me that it was a paper which be 
reſerved the power to recall when he ſaw fit, 
or ſomewhat equivalent, clearly explained at 
the time. Under theſe: circumſtances, I ſhall 
think myſelf authoriſed to deliver the paper 
in queſtion back to Mr. Pitt, though I do not 
myſelf recollect them. But if nothing of this 
import can be alledged by Mr. Pitt, I ſhall 
continue to think that I cannot furrender that, 
paper without ſubjecting myſelf to the impu- 
tation of treachery to the public, or, at leaſt, 
of groſs neglect to promote its true intereſt, 
beg leave to trouble you again to ſhow 1 
Letter to Mr. Pitt. 
Il am ever, my dear Sir, 
| With great regard, 
faithfully py. | 


Hop | Pager XX. 
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Do not trouble you with this Letter, from 
any doubt reſpecting the pature of the cor 
reſpondence which, paſſed; between us; in the 
earlier part of our intercourſe; I am fully ſa- 
tisfied that the papers alluded to are to be con- 
ſidered, like my correſpondence with Lord 
Lanſdown, as papers, of a public nature; they 
were communications on a ſubject of great 
importance to the community; they paſſed be- 
tween you in your official capacity as-a Mini- 
ſter, or as a Member of Parliament, and the 
Agent of the Committee of Aſſociation of the 
County of Vork; Who deerüs himſelf reſpon: 
ſible for his conduct ĩn thoſe political negocia · 
tions to the Public, and in a more eſpecial man · 
ner to that Body of Men who were his Conſti- 
tuents, and whoſe confidence in him Was the 
principal, if not the only, motive fog) thoſe thoſe 

communications, This was my opinion 
I addreſſed my Letter to you, dated F —.— 
-gth,. 1793; and it was formed on an anxious 
recollection of the circumſtances relative to 
the papers in queition, and an attentive exa- 
mination of their contents: and in that opi- 
nion I have been much confirmed, fince the 


propoſal which I made to you. in a Letter to 
our 


(46) 
our common Friend, Mr. Wilberforce, dated 
March 7th, 179 3s” This propoſal was rela- 
tive to the publication or conditional ſup- 
preſſion of one of the papers alluded: to, in- 
titled, Heads of = Bill, or Bills, for amend- 
ing the Repreſentation;“ and the Letter con- 
taining this propoſal, ſoon after its date, was 
put into your hand by him, and returned 
to him by you withour an anſwer. The pro 
poſal was in effect an offer to return or ſup- 
preſs this paper, if you would declare that 
you underftood it to have been a communi- 
cation hot of a public, but of a private nature; 
provided I might be at liberty to ſtate this 
declaration to the public, as my juſtification 
for the ſurrender of the paper. And T'con- 
ſider your ſilence upon the occaſion of this 
offer, as a proof that, although you was un- 
willing to own, you found yourſelf-uriable to 
deny, that the paper in queſtion is a paper of 

x public nature, 'and had been communicated 
to me under no condition of ſecrecy, under 
no reſtriction or reſerve whatever, expreſſed 
or underſtood, at the time of its communica- 
tion; and that no promiſe or engagement had 
been ſubſequently made on my part, which 
could juſtly be conſtrued to have taken away 
my right to hold this paper as a truſtee for 
the public, and eventually to publiſh it in the 
caſe of your death, or in the cafe of your 
' hoſtility to the cauſe of Reform, and your 
ultimate refuſal to produce it. 

But from this clear eſtabliſhment of my 
right to publiſh the paper in queſtion in each 


of 


(47) | 
of theſe caſes} the duty tip i6ammbdi- 
ately is not infer ned. In chis peſpect. I chin 


myſelf warranted 20 affame/a ceutaiꝶ latit 
or diſcretionary power of delay land you, 
on this oeeafion; niay with re 

me every imark:Ufattentiow wohichcis irevon- 
cilabte withim duty tothe public: Tfwuldbs 
extremly forry to proce this paper coe 
neral iaſpection if you! beally mean to publith 
it ini tp reſtem form, or ituproved wih ſuch 
correchens, ds the experlencb of more than 
ton yehrt in the higheſt official firuation inãy 
have ſu ed to you. Hund yet. ic is poſſibſe 
that youl mditate no corrections, chat you 
intend v publiſh the Heads of your Bill nei- 
ther in their preſent ſtate, h in any im- 
proved ſtate 4t is poſſible that you may ha 
changed your political opinions, that you ny 
wiſh 'to:conſigh-the! paper in queſtion to 
vion, with every other memorial ef thoſe 
tranſaQions for effecting a Reform of Parſia- 
ment, in which yeu bore the principal part. 
But I ſtill continue to think, as 1 thought in 
the earlier pr lod of our connection, that a ſub-· 
ſtantial, moderate, and timely Reformation ol 
Parliament, is neceſſary for the preſer vation 
of our National Liberty, For this purpoſe, I 
conſider the Heads of your Bill of m as 


an important paper, which I hold in truſt for 
the public; and therefore I could not inno- 
cently concur with you to conceal it, if ſuch 
ſhould be your deſign; it even ſeems ineum- 
bent upon me to take effectual meaſures to ſe- 
cure the publication of it, by you or by ä 
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I do not afferttbat, you wiſh to withhold 


the paper in queſtion from the public eye 


dut lithink that, under the various eircum - 
ſtances Of the / daſe, recent and remote, it 
would be ſimplicity, lit would be folly and cre+ 


dulity in any inan to believe that your political | 


ſyſtem remains as favourable to popular rights 
as it was in the year 985. In me it would 
be the weakneſs of idiocy, | aftar haying wit · 
neſſed the four latt years of your adminiſtra: 
tion; and waited ten years for the production 
of abhis-paper)by;yourlf, ſtill-ro conſide, ſtill 
to acquieſce, Hill to wait on, in ſilent expecta 
tion of its appearance; forgetting the uncer - 
tainty ef lite, the approaching ipfirmities of 
age, and fooliſhly declining to qͥnterpoſe in be : 
half of the public. till any inter po ſuion on my 
part might be no loper in my powers. ea 
theſe conſiderations, I am convineed that I 

ought not to delay explicitly to open my mind 
to vou, and endeavour to obtain inet de- 
clarationi of your. intentions 


Ido there ——— tafplaionief iyactt 


hoſtility to the cauſe. of Political Reformation, 
and of your purpoſe never opnli. the pa: 
per in queſtion-- radiing . 

The taſk which this — of my diſtruſt 


compels me to undertake, I feel is a painful 


one. But it would be falſehood and baſe flat - 
tery to diſclaim my ſuſpicion; it would be deſ- 
picable diſſimulation to act as if confidence 
were entire, and precaution unneceſſary; and 
it would be treachery to the public, to neglect 
the employment of thoſe obvious means Which 
| are . 


(64.9 
are within my reach, and by which the pro- 
duction of the document in queſtion by your; 
ſelf may be ſecured, or its publication by me 
may be proved to have been a neceſſary act of 


juſtice to the country. Ni munt än 48 1 

Feeling theſe impreſſions on my mind, I am 
not deterred by the unfavourable circumſtance 
of your having returned no anſwer. to the for - 
mer propoſal, from offering to you one propo- 
ſition more; and I now offer it with the ſince- 
rity of a heart which is unconſcious of any in- 
ducement but the anxious wiſh to aſcertain and 
perform my duty to the public, and, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with that duty, to avoid. do- 
ing what may be unacceptable to you. May 
offer is briefly this, that if you will have the 
goodneſs to declare that you intend to publiſh 
the Heads of your Bill for reforming the Re- 
preſentation in their preſent ſtate, or improved 
by ſuch corrections as your experience may 
have ſuggeſted, I ſhall moſt willingly acquieſce, 
and lay aſide my deſign to publiſh that paper, 
But I muſt be underſtood to be at liberty to 
repreſent this circumſtance as my reaſon for 
omitting that piece in the 4th volume of Poli- 
tical Papers which, I ara now preparing for the 
preſs; and I muſt alſo be conſidered as till 
holding that paper in truſt for the public. 

It is the verſatility of the Stateſman which 
J diſtruſt, and :appearances may probably be 
thought to juſtify the ſuſpicion; yet I ſtill re- 
ſpect, and would rely on, the perfonal honour. 
and integrity of the Man. And as I will not 
deny that appearances, however ſtrong they 

425 | . 


(560) 
may habe been, poſſibly may have deceiv e 
acid alarmed me too much; ſe you, I think,” 
cannot juſtly alledge that my fuſpicion' has 
been formed on flight and frivolous grounds 
or avowed with unfriendly Haſte, and in am in- 
decorous tone. H then you really mean to pub- 
lifty your Plan, and in truth you ſtill continue a 
friend to moderate Reformation, ean tliere be 
any good reaſon why ſo natural a miſeo 8 
tion ſhould not be rectified? In fuch a caſe, 
ſrrely, condeſcenſion on your part, to remove 
miſtaken fears, and to fatisfy honeſt ſcruples, 
could be no difhonour ; as on mine, I truſt, ac- 
quieſcence on the conditions propofed could” 
be no breach of duty to the Public. 

But if you ſhould deem it expedient to re- 
turn no anſwer to this offer, or ſhould anſwer 
it in a manner that comes not up to the terms 
propoſed, I ſhall not heſitate to draw the ob- 
vious conclufion; In that cafe, I fhall pro- 
ceed, as it may ſuit my convenience, to pub- 
liſh the paper in queſtion, with the other 
papers not ineluded in this offer, whicly 
paſſed between us in the courſe of our cor- 
refpondence.'* I am, Sr, 

ä Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Ci. WYVIEL. 


Paper XXI. 


* This Letter was ſent to Mr. Pitt, by the poft, on the day of 
its date; and in à ſhart time after that, a Duplicate, in which 
two or. three verbal corrections were made, was ſent to James 
Martin, Eſq; the worthy Member for Tewkſbury ; by whom it 
was delivered into Mr. Pit's hands, in the Hovie' of Commons. 
on the 17th of, February, 1796. For this kind aſſiſtance, Mr. 
Wyvill returns Mr, Martin his molt ſincere aud'gratetul acknow- 

| | ledgments ; 
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Paper, intitled, 1 T1 Bill, or Bills,. 
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U. has b been the writer's wiſh to paſs; 
his life in the peace and privacy: of a coun- 

try retirement. It has been his good fortune, 
— he is thankful for it, to have ſpent. the: 
largeſt and beſt portion of his days, ſince he 
attained to manhood, in this moſt pleaſant re- 
treat. For the laſt twenty-two! years, he has 
been an inhabitant of Yorkſhire ; > and during 
the far greatelt part of this period, he has es- 
joyed domeſtic peace and happineſt in retire- 
ment and wedded ſociety; with this added far. 
tisfaction during the latter part of this period, 
that much of his attention, and many of his: 
hours, have been employed in the pleaſing 
cares of educating his numerous family: of 
children, and providing! for their inceveſt 1 
future welfare. 

During this conſiderable ſpace of dine, 
amuſement'has ſeldom induced him to wenn | 


ledgments; ard to owe fo important a ſervice to a friend 


diſtinguiſhed for his candour, benevolence, and all the mi 
2 as a defender of the rights of his fell 
ri 


virtues of private life; and for his firmneſs and 


rages wad dh in oo 
iend to the true intereſt of his count 


ty. 
Of the Duplicate aluded to, the Letter bete is 55 
Ar the time of its publication, =o en 
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to the crowded haunts of men. Privacy he 
has preferred, becauſe privacy was more agree- 
able to his taſte. He was pleaſed with the 
blameleſs occupations, the innocent amuſe- 
ments, of 'a conntry life; he loved the con- 
templation of nature, and viewed with delight | 
the beauties of the changeful ſeafons, and the 
leſs varying, yet not wholly fixed and ſtation- 
ary, beauties of the ſcenes around him. But 
retirement was his choice for reaſons of 
greater weight and gravity. He valued his 
independence; he felt the honeſt pride of a 
freeman; and independence and freedom he 
knew were beſt preſerved at a diſtance from 
the prodigality and enſnaring allurements of 
the capital. He is far, very far, from being 
as virtuous as he ought, and as he ſincerely 
wiſhes to be; yet, though not extremely vir- 
tuous, he is a lover of virtue, and though not 
profoundly learned, he is a friend to learning; 
and, in his opinion, the cultivation of virtue, 
and the purſuits of literature, are uſually moſt 
ſucceſsful in retirement. There might be in 
his temper ſome alloy of indolence and diffi- 
dence, which inclined him to a ſequeſtered 
life : But even his adverſaries are abundantly 
ready to teſtify, that, on various public occa- 
ſions, he has not been ſlow to ſtand forth, nor 
afraid to act his part in the buſy ſcene of po- 
litics. He adds, what they will be leſs wilting 
to acknowledge, that he has never engaged in 
political buſineſs, but from a ſenſe of duty to 
his country; from a deteſtation of corruption, 
that execrable ** of eee 4 
| from 


- 
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from indignation at direct and open invaſions 


of our rights; and from an honeſt zeal to de- 
fend public liberty, oppreſſed and endangered 
by an Adminiſtration once frlendly to popu- 
hr rights after that, ſternly ſevere and reſo · 
jute to deſtroy them.— The ends he aimed 
at, were the reſtoration of national morals, 
then ſinleing under the debaſing influence of 
our Goverument; and the preſervatioſ 6F 


our Conſtitutioh on its genulie prineiples, 


then nearly defaced by the Weng of paſſitig 
ages, and almoſt loſt under the immenſe ac- 
cumulation of abuſes. The ends vere good 
and laudable; the means were unekteptiona- 


ble, and becoming the ends: Argunertatioh 
at legal afſernbli6s of the people; petitions; re: 


monſtrances; affociations, engagettietits to vote 
againſt corruption and corrupt men, theſe 
were the means to attain his objects; theſe 
were the weapons of his political Warfare; 
the only weapons he will ever employ; con- 
vinced that virtuous men, united for the de- 
fence of liberty, by reaſon alone, muſt ulti- 


hence, in any event, they will be ſure to de. 


rive the beſt reward of their labours, that 


perfect ſatisfaction of mind, that conſcibuſnieſs 
of unimpeachable virtue, which ng raff ag. 


pero force oan ever beſtow. v. 
But though it has been his ha ot to 
lead a great pat of his life in pribcy · and in 
the country, yet, on the occaſions alluded xp, 


he has ſeen enough of the world ef polfelts 
to be fully convinoed, that neither probity, 


uuns, D 3 nor 
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nor any prudential caution, can ſecure the 
opponent of national abuſes againſt the ran- 
corous tooth of calumny. He has ſeen this 
in the caſe of men much better than him- 
ſelf; he has felt it in his own. He knows 
there are bigots in politics, as in gd or” in 
both he is aware that the rage: of paſſionate 
men, and the maliee of cooler men, Ar 
in the preſeryatiog of abuſes, ever will purſue 
the beſt-integtioned promoters of Reforma; 
tien. He, therefore, expects no exemption 
from their injurious attacks ; but, truiting in 
the ſhiald of integrity, he is prepared to meet 
his adyerſaries with forkitude, and to bear 
their anders with patience. Though he re- 
vf ence the judgment of the public, he bas 
ſeldom ironbled it with the refutation of 
calumnies, To any vagus imputations of 
edition or treaſon ; te any anonymous; 
hood, charging him with, the-guilt of a regi- 
cide and a traitor. to his country, no reply in 
future, he truſts, will he neceffary g He will 
leave accuſations ſo wholly deſtitute af found- 
ation to fall of themſelves, as they ſoon muſt, 
down to the grund. Indeed, by ſome; A: 
tacks, it would be folly to be proyoked (or difr 
gonraged. The inſets which have long beeg 
endeavouring to annoy him, bear the horper's 
ſpite in their hearts, and au acrid venom in 
xheix ita 4: but; their ſting is too feeble toſin- 
dect it. He would not enuſh the tireſome 
Kreatures, he would oply ſhonthem. Does 
this language lound too gontemptudus? He 
lingerely. pities the ie alluded to; but be 


cannot 


tt 
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cannot ithink! of their enduct nn 
{ome mixture of contemfpt. 

Widely different are the 3 ieh 
have been produced in his mind by the cen- 
ſure of men, for whom he has been long ac- 
cuſtomed to feel the warmeſt affection, and 
the ſincerity of whoſe friendfhip. to hm he 
cannot queſtion, He willingly admits their 
general candour; he highly elteerns their va - 
rious talents ; but he denies the juſtice, of their 
reprebenſion. reſpecting his behaviour to Mr. 
Pitt. In this reſpect, they have condemned 
His paſt and his intemdad conduct; bis alluſian 

to the Heads of Mr. Pitt's Bifl, in the 
— Letter to him of February 1793, and 
his det lared intention 40. publiſn that paper in 
the event. of My. Pitt's death, or in the con- 
tingency of his haſtility to the cauſe of Refor- 
mation, and: bd; ultimate reſult er 
himſelf. Roth eg 114% 

He truſts, Hamqver; be mall beable edlim- 
preſs on an impartial public the fame convic- 
tion which he feels himſelf, vie. that, in the 
caſes alluded to, his conduct has been, and will 
be, perfectly conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt and 
molt correct morality, But if his plea ſhowld 
fail to produce the fame conviction on the 
minds of thoſe; friends whoſe haſty diſappro- 
bation he wiſhes: to remove, he will lament his 
misfortune, and impute it to no perſonal un- 
kindneſs, to no deſiciency in general candour 
and equity,” but to the warmch of an early 
friendihip fur the Miniſter, ar the ill more 


faſcinating effeft af 8 
SHS -. 4 ; O 


| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


(56) 
of his genius and character. The bias thus 
hung upon the mind may be unperceived, but 
its power to miflead the judgment may be 
ſtrong and nearly irreſiſtible. 
- The juſtification of Mr. Wyvill's paſt con- 
duct, in alluding to the“ Heads,” will be 


found to reſt on the following facts and obſer- 
vations: The force of the obſervations may 


be variouſſy felt; the facts, he truſts, will be 


undiſputed by Mr. Pitt, or his moſt E 


friends. 
1. Mr. Wyvill aſſerts, that the intercourſe 


between Mr. Pitt and him was an intercourſe 


not of private friendſhip'and perſonal attach- 


ment, but of political connection on public 


grounds. His acquaintance with Mr. Pitt, as 


he recollects, commenced in the ſpring of the 
- year 1780. Mr. Pitt was, at that time, a very 


young man, and had not made his appearance 
in Parliament. Mr. Wyvill was then attending 


- a Meeting of Deputies, appointed to prepare 


a plan of National Aſſociation, for effecting a 
Reformation of Parliament. He was one of 


the three Gentlemen delegated by the County 


of Vork for that purpoſe. Viſcount Mahon 
was deputed by the County of Kent to attend 
the ſame Meeting. The tranſaction of the bu- 
ſineſs for which they had been deputed, neceſ- 
ſarily required frequent communications be- 


tween the Deputies: Lord Mahon and Mr. 


Wyvill ſoon found that they were agreed in 


their hatred to a corrupt ſyſtem of Adminiſtra- 


tion; in their zealous attachment to Li 


on the genuine principles af the Celine | 


19 

and in their firm conviction; that, without a 
radical reform 'of abuſes in the frame of Parlia- 
ment itſelf, the official regulations propoſed by 
Burke, as the grand panacea for all our national 
complaints; would be found no better than tri 
fling alteratives, or tranſient anodynes, whoſe 
ſight and infignificant effect would ſoon be 
overpowered by the deeply - vitiated habit of 
our Repreſentative Body. They feared that 
by a falſe complaiſance in the Meeting of De- 
puties to the Agent of the old Ariſtooracy, 
the opportunity to effect a moderate Reform 
in the Houſe of Commons might be unwiſely 
loſt, and thus the nation would be; left expofed 
tothe danger, either of an aſſumption of De- 
ſpotie Power on the one hand, or the calami- 
tias of a violent Revolution on the other hand; 
and they were perfectly agreed in their wiſhes 
-and endeavours to prevent — fatal overſight 
in the popular counſels at that time.— This 
general ſimilarity in their principles and views, 
produced an intimacy between the noble 
Viſcount and the writer, which gradually be- 
came confidential, and which the eventful ſe- 
ries of ſixteen years has not diminiſhed, he 
truſts, on either ſide. To his truly noble 
Friend, Mr. Wyvilt owed his introduction to 
Mr. Pitt's acquaintance: It was at Lord Ma- 
hon's houſe that he was firſt made known to 
Mr. Pitt; but whether the introduction was 
propoſed by Lord Mahon, or deſired by Mr. 
Pitt, he does not dittin&tly recollect. At this 
interview, the ſentiments of Mr. Pitt, on the 
dangerous ſituation of the country at that 


08 


time, on the corrupt ſtate of Parliament, and 
A the neceſſity for its Reformation at the requeſt 
: and interpoſition of the People, were ſimilar 
| to thoſe-of Lord Mahon and the other Mem-. 
| ber of the General Deputation. This, at leaſt, 
Was then, and ever ſince has been, the opinion 
of Mr. Wyvill. To ſuſpect the ſincerity of 
Mr. Pitt at that time, muſt be groundleſs and 
| injurious-jealouſy. He had been bred at the 
» feet of Gamaliel in the ſtricteſt principles of 
; the Conſtitution; he had been imbued hy his 
Father with his own ardent love of liberty, 
; his own ſcorn of corruption, and his ſtrong 
| deſire for a purer train of Government under 
ö the controuling influence of a Reformed Re- 
. preſentation. It ſeems impoſſible to ſuppoſe, 
; that dodtrines ſo congenial to the purity and 
generaus ' zeal of a youthful mind; recom- 
mended: by ſuch a Preceptor, and that Pre- 
| Ceptor his Father, were not embraced by Mr. 
Pitt with ſincerity and ardour. When he 
| heard corruption avowed without ſhame, and 
ſaw it practiſed with impunity ; when the cor- 
rupt prodigality of Miniſters increaſed with 
the public diſapprobation of their meaſures, 
and their miſconduct had driven the country 
to the bunink of ruin, it was natural, and nearly 
unavoidable, that the Son of Chatham ſnould 
be indignant at the fight, and ſhould! devote 
his utmoſt efforts to extirpate this deep-rooted 
evil, chis baneful corruption, from — uri 
- Syſtem. 
But for ſome years after this edis, 
| heir: general concurrence in theſe political ſen- 
» 50013 timents 
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timeatg produced: little, .intereourſe between 
Mr. Pitt aud Mr., Wyvill, chiefly for want of 
opportunity on the part of Mr. Wyvill to cal- 
tivate an acquaintance! he fo highly. valued, 
On, Mr. Pitt's) firſt magon in Parliament” on 
the ſubject of Reformation , Mr. Wyvill had 
not che hengun of any commugigation with 
Mr. Fut. After the rejeftion. of that motion, 
they both; attended a public Meeting at the 
Thatched Houſe f. (when, the roſalution pro- 
poſed by Mr: M vill, with a yiew to animate 
the nation tos fuppart the intended exertions 
of My. Pitt in cha ſucceęding Seſſion, appeared 
to meet his gutifg ,Approbation. Beforg that 
deſlion.commenged,i Mr. Pitt had entered the 
Cahines. His iatrodnction thesgs added new 
weight to his H ο m menꝗdatien z the declara- 
tion of intended ſupport by Lord Shelburne. 
then principal Miniſter, was ſtill, morę gacgur 
raging'; Vorkſhire and mau ather JAiltricts 
titioned, for Reæfarm; and an the ↄch of 
May 11783, My. Pitt propoſed to Parliament 
reſolutions nearly coinnident with thoſe pro- 
poſitigns which bad been adopted by the Af 
lociation of Yorkſhire. On rhis pecaGon, My. 
Wyyill had the hamouf of 3: (conference. with | 
Mr. Fut ; and TH 3ngeryiew gradually pre- 
duced more, and more intimate communicg- 
tions. After the defeat of the India Bill jp 
the next deſſion. Mr. Pitt ſygceeded the Duke 
of Portland in chę Ration of principal Miniſter: 
His efforts for Reform, zhgugh unſuccsſsful, 
0 dle 3th of May, 3 Ph 
© * + On'the 18th of May, 1782. AP 


f 
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had won him much and deſer 


and to that popularity he owed his 3 
In the receit ſtruggle on the India Bu, His 


friends in Yorkſhire had applauded his cm- 
duct; and when the Houſe of Commons ef- 


deavoured to embarraàſs the meaſures of the 


new Miniſter, they ſupported him wirh vi- 
Four at a County Meeting. This was an eſ⸗ 
ſential ſervice; which! contributed in'a conſi- 
derable degree to fix in his favour the then 
fluctuating opinion of the public! As ſoon, 
therefore, as he found himſelf a little better 
ſecured in the poſſeſſion of his per, he re- 
ſolved to pratify his northern friends, and to 
malte another effort, witch an his mig, to 
acconfpliſh their favourite meaſure. On this 
occafion he changed his ground, and his mode 
of procedure; and inſtead of moving for a 
Committee of Inquiry, as in 1782, or offer- 
ing ſome ſpecific Reſolutionis, as in 178 , he 


propoſed his new and more-extended meaſure 


in the ſhape of a Bill. The County of York, 
at a Meeting held ſomeè time before; had 
adopted certain propoſitions as ai amendment 
to their Aſſociation. The prineiples laid 
down by Mr. Pitt in his fpeech/to Parliament 
on the 18th of Aprih 1785 were correſpon- 
dent with thoſe 19 , but his judg- 
ment had ſuggeſted various imprevements, 
which his ſuperior ſkill worked up, and form- 
ed à plan of Reformation the meſt exten- 
ſive and effectual, and àt the ſame time the 
moſt mild and practicable, which liad been 
deviſed. 2 Eri „ies LE: Re A 

Il ' Soou 


* 


Was not 


oY ) 


after ,thi reſalutio 

. 5280 8 1 En ne is 
* 844555 to M V big + E. been 

tween t Fe 2 974 equent and jnti- 

755 Fa ha b 50 honour 80 be 


ne 
ulte the Progr he pels,;y h 
reel the ae . 15 . 


tion, 2D alſo. wit! 1 reſpect to yarious 
. cations, and. corrections 95 the Plan. . 
the rejettion of the motion by Parljameng, in 
1785, the ſame perſonal Ee: © nj ed 
for ſowe time; till at gaſt, in- 99a t e na- 
tion, had; become indifferent to. all 
DR 2 hope of foccels.} in 91 2 
temper of the pu Cy W quite 
After this, period, Mr. yvill Ks 9952 ; bid 
any, petſonal. intercourſe: with, Mr, Piet) ut 


Ts 
= 
[ons 


their. political cobnettion remained v NEG fn ; 


till the beginning of 1793, It had 
menced in 1780, from wk fi meld ofa 
opinion; it became intimate. and 
duting Mr. Pitt's, yg] ggle to effect A om 
| on Parliament; +: and it 5 - 
Fa zofflity to bis ow ormer mealu res are 
to Mr. Wvvill, in 0 in 298. to 70 rep 
queſtionable. It is true, that during, this 
connection, much perſonal eſteem an | attach- 
ment to Mr, Pitt were mixed with. the Politi- 
call. confidence which Mr. Wyrilt, elt, and 
- profeſſed: But in 1583, and the three Jybſe- 
— quent. y; 1 „the, _intercourſe ,bepween ö 
at of private. friends, but that, 


4 eee treating with ene 


Aue ſtions | 


tion e be eon d e ade bits 
render the Paper in queſtion to Mr. Pitt, or 
to ſuppreſs it, or during his life not to publiſli 
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individual, the confidential Agent of a body 
of men, whoſe propoſitions of Reform he had 


reſolved to adopt, and whoſe political ſupport 
he wiſhed, to obtain: And therefore, in Mr. 
Wyvill's conception, communications on the 


| 1 of his conſtituents are not to 


- . 


conſidered; by fuch' Agent as truſts'of a 


Private and confidential nature, but ate pro- 
perly to be underitood as publit communica- 
tions, unleſs it were otherwiſe expreſſed at 

the time when ſuch communications were 

made. *. 555 Ul ETI Tcl D113 2 © 


2. Mr, Wyrvill alerts, that the Letters and 


other Papers of Mr: Pitt, particularly the Heads 


of a Bill, or Bills, for amending the" Repfeſema- 


tion, were imparted” by him tö Mr.” Wyvill, 
under no ſeal of ſecrecy, under no particular 
reſtriction or limitation expreſſed or under- 
ſtood at the time, and that no ſubſequent, pro- 
miſe or engagement was N by Mr. 


Wyvill, which in 1 gerbe rational conftruc- 
ed as binding him to ſur- 


it. It is far from his intention to Conceal 


that, reſpecting the Heads of Mr. Pitt's Bill, 


a certain promiſe was made by Mr. Wyvill, 


Which he conſiders himſelf to have fulfilled 


literally, and alſo in its ſpirit and 'moit'exren- 
ſive meaning. This ſhall' be explained with 


fidelity, and with all the brevity which may 


be conſiſtent with clearneſs and pfrecifion, — 


Immediately, or very ſoon after the rejection 
of Mr. Pitt's motion on the 18th of * 
21414 | or 


„„ 
for amending the Repreſentation Me. Wyvill 
waited upon him and pyopoſed that this BA 
might be drawn es pen withoat delay. 


de d 
Among other | 
are alluded to in the Letter of che 29th” of 


July, 1787, this as,” as Mr. Wyvill believes, - 
was 


ec to Mr. Pitt, viz. that Hen the' 
alterations propoſed had been diſtincttiy ſtated 
and laid'before the public in the ufual form 
of a Bill, - publiſhed by himſeif, Meetings of 
the Friends of Political Reformation might be 
held, by whom the Plan tłrus authentleated 
might be eonſidered and approved; and thus 
the hitherto W Party of Reformiers 
might be united in one firm and compact 


Body, by whoſe unamimotis efforts the ſucceſs 


of Mr. Pitt's exertions, in the next Sefton, or 
at leaſt in the courſe of the exiſting Parlis- 
ment, might moſt probably be ſeonred.” ' To 
this ſapgeſtion, Mr. Pitt objected the irnpofft- 
bility of complying with it during this Seflion, 
on account of the preffure of public buſineſs; 
and the formidable oppoſition tn Parliament. 
He wiſhed to reſerve the Bill till the favours 
able moment for earrying it was arrived, and 
in the mean time to avail himſelf of all the 
light which could be tfrown upon the ſub- 
jet, in order that every objection might be 
more matureſy conſidered, | every diſſicuſty 
might be more effectually obviated, aud every 


correction and improvement might be intro- 


duced, which would meforate his Plan, ati 
render it at once acceptable to Parliumett 


aud the Publie. 
Y Soon 


for the meaſure, which = 


to unite the various bands of Reformers on 


| Wy - 
Soon after this interview with Mr. Pitt, 


Mr. Wyvill was hondoured with another, 


which he requeſted at the deſire of a previous 
Meeting of Gentlemen, friendly to his mode - 
rate propoſal of Reformation, and anxious. 


this ground. Their reſolution requeſting an 
authentic copy of his Plan was communicated 
to Mr. Pitt: It was ſuggeſted to him, that 
although, for the reaſons lately ſtated, it 
might be expedient to poſtpone the publica: 
tion of his Bill for ſome time; yet another 
method might be taken, if it ſnould meet his 
approbation, which would anſwer the purpoſe; 
for which the Gentlemen had ſolicited a copy 
of his Plan: That method was, to ſubſtitute a 
Summary Explanation of the Principles of his 
Bill, inſtead of the Bill itſelf, to be drawn (by. 


Mr. Wyvill, but authenticated to the intended 
Neeting by Mr. Pitt. This would afford the 


proper ground for paſſing reſolutions of thanks 


and approbation; and thus the various ſects 
and ſubdiviſions of the Reformers might be 


induced to coaleſce and ſupport his plan with 
their united ſtrength. Of this idea Mr. Pitt 
expreſſed his approbation, provided care were 
taken in drawing the Summary Explanation, 
abſolutely to avoid every alluſion to the Heads 
of his Bill for amending the Repreſentation, The 


_ reaſon for this reſtriction, as Mr. Wyvill re- 


colle&s, was this: that any ſuch alluſion would 


afford an opportunity to ſome of his acute 
and vigilant opponents in the Houſe of Com- 
| Mons to call upon him for the publication of 


. Thie' 
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the Bill itſelf; a call with which, for the rea- 
ſons he had given, it would at that time be 
extremely inconvenient to comply, and yet 
with which compliance could not be refuſed, 
without hurting his character in the opinion 
of his reforming friends. With this reſtriction 
Mr. \Wyvill,, promiſed. that his Explanation 
ould ebe exactly conformable: It was drawn 

accordingly, with no reference to the Heads;” 
it was ſeen and approved by Mr, Pitt, and laid 
before the Meeting at the Thatched - Houſe 
on the 24th of May, 1785. with authority 
from, Mr. Pitt to declare to the Meeting, that 
he acknowledged the Explanation to contain 
an exact and accurate account of the Princi- 
ples of his intended Bill for amending the 
eee e This was the literal, per- 
ormauce: of the ouly promiſe or engagement 
made by Mr. Wyvill reſpecting the Paper in 
queſtion ; and, his fence upon this ſubject till 
the year 1793, amounts, in his conception, to 
the fulleſt performance of it in ſpirit and in 
meaning. A promile not to allude to a cer- 
tain Paper, upon a particular occaſion, and for 
particular reaſons mentioned at the time when 
the promiſe is required, is not equivalent to a 
promiſe of perpetual ſecrecy; nor can it be 
conſidered as binding on a change of circum- 
ſtances, under which thoſe reaſons have plainly 
ceaſed to exiſt. In the year 1785, the Mini- 
ſter's power reſted. on no {table or ſecure 
foundation; the Ariſtocracy, reinforced by 
the perſonal friends, and led by the ſuper- 
eminent genius, . Fox, . 
| r. 
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Mr. Pitt a formidable phalanx of oppone 
and the Crown viewed him with fear and jea- 
louſy, which nothing could have overcome 
but the ſuperior dread of his Great Rival: In 
this, arduous and critical ſituation, Mr. Pitt 
feared to call forth the ahimadverſions of his 
adyerfaries on the ſubjett of Reform, for they 
might prove extremely embarraſſing; and he 
wiſhed not to excite the ſuſpicions of his ear- 
heſt and moſt ſincere friends, for their ſupport 


could not then be ſpared. But in 1793, the 


circumſtances of his political ſituation were 
advantageouſly” changed; the confidence of 
the Crown was won; the Arength of his Rival 
was weakened by deſertions; the great Body 
of the Ariſtocracy was united with him, and 


his exorbitant power ſeemed fixed on a ſolid 


and permanent foundation: From tlie oppoſi- 
tion of his Antagoniſt, he had nothing to fear; 

from the aſſiſtance of his Reforming Friends, 
he had nothing to hope. Thus circumſtan- 
ced, he did not fcruple to give his negative, 
in a leſs peremptory tone at firſt; to Mr. 


Flood's propoſition of Reform in the year 


1790; and in 1792, he oppoſed, with an appear» 
ance of more confirmed hoſtility,” an intĩima- 


tion of a ſimilar motion by Mr. Grey, and 
the motion itſelf in 1793. From this con- 
duct it ſeems rightly to be collected, that 
the reaſons no Mer exiſted for which filence 
had been required and promiſed; and there - 
fore, that Mr. Wyvill's engagement had been 
complerely fulfilled in ſpirit, as well as in the 
letter of it, by his filence down to the year 

- 159k 
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1794. Ahe jaſttce this canctuicn will be 
further conte hy the cotiſideratiom that 


ſnlence 44 Mr. Pitt not merely 


to preverir embtireſitvent to hixaſt If but xj,jů 


for other mor ꝰñmpαν tant reaſbas In 158g 
ne was andbubtediflh venous frlehd'te the 
Reformurzio PAM mene; Nene andiini 
tereſt concurred with. his cathy prejudiees to 
inſpire chat zcal they pointed to that ne of 
conduct as the roa at once to pd Wend true 
glory! WMhett he delivered tlie Heads of His 
Bill to Mr. Wyvill, the Paper was Mattern 


panied with any Jebhdition ν hat- 


ever. To deterthitie with) what lttrentton 
it was chus delivered it muſt be conſidered 
what were his priietples! what were his views 
at that time: A heſe l has hee ſeen, were'de- 
cittedly favourable to the cad oPReformatioth 
and hetice the etmeluſibii feflows — 
that the Paper in queſtion was pat into Mr. 
Wyvits hands with la Vie td promote the 
cauſe of Reformation! Win tw-e mort his 
after this Papet had been thiis'eommittedth 
Mr WyvilPs cuſtody, in truſt for the 'pubRe, 


Mr. Pitt required feerecy teſpectiug ir, on a 


particular occaſion, for publie as well ad pri- 
vate reaſons, which have been Heady ſtated, 
exactly conformable with that View eh at 
firſt induced him to deliver it to Mr. Wye. 
The reſerve was neceſſary, to prevent ine bn- 


venience to himſelf; it was nhecvſſury alſo, to 


ptevent injury to the common aufe. "Phe 
cumſtatc & o 


perſonal inconvenience was a cire 


tranſient duration; and reſpecting it: the we. 


2 ter's 
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ter s obligation to filence ſeems to have been 
fulfilled in 1793. He, therefgreg- conſidered 
himſelf as then free fnom that engagement, 
and under the ſole obligation, in conformity 
with, the truſt originally. repoſed in him. to 
conſult; the intereſt of the cauſe of Reforma · 
tion. The leaſt extended idea of that cruſt 
bound him, he thought, to held“ 7 he- Heads,” 
in behalf of the public, and in the contingent 
events of Mr. Pitt's, death, or his abſolute 
hoſtility to Reform, 0 — what Paper before 
the public. wy 
ds — Mr. Pitts death, the. obli- 
gation. to publiſn the Heads ſeems incontelt- 
ible; and by parity, of ręaſon, in the event of 
his manifeſt hoſtility to Reform, the ſame * 
gation ſeems; egually well founded. For ler 
it be ſuppoſed, that from a change of intere(} 
or opinion, the ardour of Mr. Pitt to defend 
the rights of the people is cooled, that his pa- 
triotic ſpirit is,damped and, extinguiſhed, by 
the mephitic gas of the Houſe of Commons, 
that his feelings are dead to the cauſe of Re- 
formation, and alive only to the ſupport of 
that ſyſtem which he had ſolemnly engaged 
to. deſtroy: In theſe circumſtances, it is evi- 
dent that the publication in queſtion would be 
more neceſſary than it would have been even 
in the contingency of the Miniſter's death. If 
that event had happened a few years ago, it 
would have deprived the cauſe of Refor ma- 
tion of. its ableſt and moſt; powerful adyocate: 
„By, his hoſtility to that cauſe, the Reformers 
9g am loſe their Lenders but they To bis 
abilities 
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abilities turned agdinſt them; aided» by the 
impoſing credit which his former zeal had 
procured him—reinforced by the formidable 
power of that ſtation to which theif confidence 
had contributed to raiſe him. To aſcertain 
that hoſtility with preciſion, may be a taſk as 
difficult as it muſt be painful to the Truſtee; 
but from the fat onee clearly eſtabliſhed, his 
obligation to publiſh refults with equal cer- 
tainty in this caſe as in the other, and the ne- 
ceſſity for it is more indiſpenſible. guch in 
1793 were his conceptions of the nature of 
the truſt repoſed in him, and ſuch hib ideas of 
the duty which future circumſtances hem, — 
call him to perform. 1 

At that time the tenor of My. Pitt's cbnduct 
for ſome years had excited ſtrong ſuſpicions 
in his mind, that the public principles of the 
Miniſter were changed, that he was become 
hoſtile to Reformation, and never would pub- 
liſh his Bill. He felt it to be his duty, if time 
ſhould prove theſe ſuſpicions to be juſt, neither 
to concur with Mr. Pitt in his tergiverſation, 
nor in compliance with his new ſyſtem to ſup- 
preſs the Paper in queſtion; but in conformity 
with his intentions when that Paper was com- 
municated, to execute his truſt with fidelity to 
the public. In purſuance of theſe ideas, the 
alluſion to the“ Heads" was publifhed in 2793; 
it was an intimation to Mr. Pitt, but leſs dif- 
tinct and explicit than a ſubſequemt intima - 
tion, that his ſincerity was ſuſpected ; and it 
was a notification to him that, in certain con- 
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ci vable circuſtancet, Mr. Wyvill held himſelf 
bound: to publiſh+this Paper. 8 

From theſe plain ecke and a he 
truſts, it will be the deciſion of his candid and 
_ impartial judges, that the ajlufion in 1793 to 
—_ Heads” of Mr. Pitt's Bill was an innocent 

and juſtifiable action. On the ſame grounds 
it may be admitted alfo, that he has a right to 
hold that Paper in truſt for the public, and 
to publiſh it in the event of Mr. Pitt's death; 
and even before that event, in the caſe of his 
manifeſt hoſtility to the cauſe of Reformation. 
That right he may be allowed to poſſeſs ; but 
to exereiſo it upon ſlight preſumptious, con- 
jectural ſurmiſes, or even plauſible probabi- 
lities of Mr. Pitts tergiverſation, this, it may 
be ſaid, would be invidious and unbecoming; 
and if not a breach of truſt, would at leaſt be 
a very indiſereet, or a very malevolent, abuſe 
of it. And here it is readily granted, that 
the publication of that Paper without the 
Donor's conſent, on a haſty and flightly- 
founded ſuppoſition of hoſtility, would be re- 
prehenſible conduct in the Truſtee; but he 
contends, that, on a rapid review of the whole 
caſe, the proofs will be found completely ſa- 
tisfactory; ſuch as a man of candour will aſ- 
ſent to uch as a man of probity ought to act 
on; and to ich no additional ſtrength of 
evidence could well be given, but by a direct 
avowal of hoſtility from the Miniſter himſelf; 
for which, eue ſureiy ne, ig e 
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1. From the rejection of Mr. Pitt's motion 
of Reform in 1785, to the, preſent. moment, 
is, a period of nearly eleven years. During 
this. Jong courſe of time, Mr. Pitt has not 
found a proper opportunity to publiſh. bis Bill, 
or to bring forward, his mation of Reform 
afreſh ; and to the, propoſitions, which other 
Reformers have advanced, at different times, 
he has given his uniform oppoſition. To jultify 
his inactivity in the former part of this pe- 
riod, it may be truly alledged, that the public 
was become too languid in the purſuit of Re- 
formation to afford a proſpect of ſucceſs; to 
excuſe it in the latter part, it may be pre- 
tended, that the great maſs of the people 
were become ſo zealous for Reform, and had 
adopted ſuch extenſive expectations of change, 
that any attempt to innovate would be dan- 
gerous. But the tranſitions of popular opi- 
nion are not like thoſe of the weather, ſudden 
and momentary; the paſſage of the nation 
from cold to hot, from too little zeal to too 
much, was undoubtedly gradual; and in this 
progreſs of opinion, there muſt have been a 
time when the nation had reached that happy 
temperature of zeal, without. excels, when 
moderate Reform might: have been propoſed 
with ſafety, and with a fair probability of ſuc- 
ceſs. Why was not this attempted by the 
Miniſter in the year 1790, or in 17912 Surely 
not becauſe there was then too much zeal for 
change; for a contrary reaſon was oppoſed to 
Mr. Flood. And why did he diſcourage Re- 
form in the two ſucceeding years? purely not 
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becauſe there was too little zeal for Refortna- 
tion; for a contrary reafon'was'oppoſed to Mr. 
Grey. Mr. Pitt is too fagacious to have 
overlooked the golden opportunity; the Toit 
concluſion is, his ſyſtem was changed. 

2. With this conclufion his other Alec brte | 
about this time accord, and confirm the ſup- 
poſition. The Proclamations againſt Sedition 
were drawn in terms of ſuch extenſive im- 
port, as would have condemned -himfelf and 
His own former meaſures, had a ſimilar edict 
been iſſued in the year 1782. The profeſfed 
object of theſe Proclamations was, to ſtigmatiſe 
and diſgrace the raſh Republican, who had 
then dared to libel the Conſtitution of Eng- 
land ; and his deluded followers,” who aimed 
with him not to repair, but to overthrow the 
fabric of our Government. But by the inſi- 
dious terms in which thoſe Proclamations 
were drawn, the former friends of the Mini- 
fer were comprehended in the common maſs 
of ſeditious delinquents, and the peaceful ad- 
herents of his own moderate plan of Refor- 
mation were injuriouſly elaſſed with men who 
ſought the eſtabliſhment of a democratic Go- 
vernment through all the calamities of a civil 
war and a forcible Revolution. 

3. After having thus diſgraced the cauſe of 
moderate Reform in the eyes of the public, 
and expoſed his earheſt friends to the malice 
of informers and the rage of political bigots, 
he has purſued the leſs cautious Reformers in 
every part of the kingdom with unrelentin 
ſeverity; ; the conviction of ſome of theſe un 
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fortunate" perſons has been effected in a mode 
diſpraceful'to the Judicture'of our country, 
and the puniſbment inflicted upon others his 
been ſuch as humanity cannot but lament and 
difapprove. Of ſome of thefe patriot'crithi- 
nals the only guilt has been, that they pre- 
ſumed to expreſs, in language onee the Mini- 
 fter's, their contempt and deteſtation of public 
abuſes: of others the crime proved has been, 
that, following his example, they have durett 
to animate and exhort the people in their ſe· 
veral counties and diſtricts to meet, xo afl6- 
ciate, and to exert every legal power then 
veſted in the collective body to deſtroy thoſe 
abuſes, and reſtore the Legiſlature 'to irs 
ancient purity. For offences like theſe, they 
have been tried as incendiaries and felons; 
they have been doomed to long impriſonment, 
or a worſe tranſportation to a ſavage land. 
After that, the rancour of official proſecution 
charged ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 
theſe Reformers with the guilt of Treaſon. 
A part of them were tried and abſolved by 
their country; but miniſterial petularice dared 
to condemn them. At laſt the Juries, by their 
unſhaken adherence to juſtice, diſcouraged the 
odious purſuit; and the reſt of theſe victims 
were difmiffed without a trial, to repair their 
health and fortunes, ſhattered and broken by 
the rigours of confinement, and to enjoy their 
innocence as well as they could in the boſom 
of their ruined families. Some of thoſe: per. 
ſons might be-raſh and miſguided zealots, who 

advanced — clainis of Reform, and 
| promoted 
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promoted thoſe claims by means which no 
friend to peace and order will undertake to 


juſtify. Univerſal ſuffrage ſeems to be unad- 


viſable in the preſent corrupt ſtate of ſociety: 

extremely numerous aſſemblies of the people 
always have ſome. tendency to diſorder, and; 
tumult; and in any ſtate of fociety, diſorder 
and tumult ought to be checked and repreſſed- 
But to a Government ſupported as our's is, by 
an immenſe revenue, and the greateſt military 
force ever maintained in Britain, a feœ raſh 
men could not be juſfiy formidable. To the 
Miniſter af Reform they were fit ohjects not 
of his vindictive purluit, but of his lenity and 
forbearancę; for his example had miſled them. 
Inſtead, therefore, of exaggerating their in- 
diſcretions into acts of Treaſon, it would have 
well become him to have pardoned, them; 


mixing with his mercy due vigilance to pre- 


vent any dangerous exceſſes, and haſtening to 
cloſe the ſource of diſcontent and diſturbance, 
by granting a prudent redreſs of thoſe grie- 
vances, of which, be cannot deny, they juſtly 
complain. 

4. But inſtead of redrefs, the Miniſter gave 
the people a war; furious, bloody, and por- 
tending incalculable evils to England. The 
origin of this great calamity may be traced 
with probability to a concurrence of circum- 
{ſtances apparently fortuitous and inſignificant, 
It chanced, or, to ſpeak more properly, it was 
permitted by Providence, that, during the 
tempeſts of the French Revolution, two very 


extraordinary men, Thomas Paine and Ed- 


mund 
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mund Burke, ſhould: appear in. his country: 
Each of theſe per ſonages is endowed with 
that fanatical zeal, and that heat and irfitabi- 
lity of temper, by which the poſſeſſor is. fitted, 
in ſuitable conjunctures, and with adequate ta- 
lents, to ſpread the flames of war, and to pro- 
mote. Revolutions in the world. Thomas 
Paine is unlearned; but nature has given him 
2 ſtrong, though coarſe, underſtanding, with 
much originality; of thought and energy of ex- 
preſſion. He is fitted by nature to be a demo- 
cratic Leader; and early prejudice, habit, and 

variety of accidental;.circumſtanges, - on- 
2 the original tendency: of. his mind. 
Edmund Burke has had the advantage of a 
learned education: His genius is howy,. Hut 
not {olid ; copious, but not correct. His judg · 
ment is inferior to that of many of his cotem- 
poraries; but he unites induſtry. with wit, hu- 
mour, and a brilliant, though diſordered, ima» 
gination: His elocution is rapid, and well 
adapt ed to the ſpoſtive or impetuous ſtyle of 
oratory in which he excels; but he is ſeldom 
argumentative, and more ſeldom convincing. 
Had literature been , profeſſional purſuit, 
he might have ſhone through many a yalume 
a ſplendid; ſuperficial, Rhetorician,, decked. in 
the ornaments of a glittering eloquence, and 
proud of\histinſel, For philoſophical reſearch, 
his faculties are leſs fit; and in the more ab» 
ruſe ſciences; he probably never could have 
diſcovered one important truth; but, like 
Fontenelle, he might have explained what 
others had invented, and might have _ 
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liſhed the ſyſtem of Newton with wit, pathos, 
and all the tinkling trappings of his metapho- 
rical ſtyle. But he was doomed to be a poli- 
tician; and the pride of genius and learning 
fitted him to be an ariſtocrat. Early connec- 
tion with an hononred Nobleman confirmed 
this natural and acquired tendeney; he was 
at firſt his dependent; then, freed from that 
ſervitude by his noble Patron's munificence at 
his death, he became the counſellor and con- 
fidential guide of an alarmed atiſtocracy. At 
the period alluded to, the popular ſocieties for 
Reform had received à rapid inereaſe: The 
grateful zealot of ariſtocracy trembled with 
rage and fear at the approaching ruin of their 
uſorpations. But one great effort to ſave 
them muſt be made; and, fortunately for his 
purpoſe, the exceſſes of the French Revolution 
held out a conſoling hope that the ſyſtem of 
abuſes might be prolonged, perhaps perpetu- 
ated, He deſcribed thoſe exceffes, and pre- 
dicted more, in the tragic colours of an elo- 
quence but too well ſuited to their enormity z 
and events ſtil] gratified his humanity with 
the fulfilment of his prediftions/ © On this 
occafion, the raſh Republican who had before 
denied that we have a Conſtitution, ſtept forth 
a ſecond time into the field of combat; and, in 
his rage for confuſton, propoſed an Agrarian - 
tax for England, holding forth to the poor the 
plunder of the rich. This was the very att of 
folly and temerity which his ariſtocratie anta- 
goniſt probably wiſhed ; and now Burke, with 
the united ariftocracy at his bach, called with 
impetuous 


67 
impetuous vociferation for a. oruſade againſt 


France, and the dormancy of our Conſtitution, 
This was the eritical period of Mr. Eittis ad- 
miniſtration. If the Miniſter, at that time, 
had firmly oppoſed each of theſe cumbuſtibie 
politicians; if he had ſecured the peace of the 
country againſt the wild projects of Paine, 
and reſiſted, the. counſels; of Burke, as wild 
and in the event far more pernicious, he 
would have been the greateſt, benefactor to 
the country and to mankind. He might, in 
deed, have been turned out of his official fitus 
ation; hut the unanimous voice, of a gratefyl 
public, would ſoon have, recalled him to it, 
with full power ito carry iuto effect thoſe ne- 
ceſſary plans of Refer mation with, which, his 
political cqurſe had been begun. Iuſbead of 
chus mounting to the ſummit of true, glory; 
and there placing himſelf on a level with 
Waſhingron, he was diſrounaged by the, ſhort 
difficulties of the aſcem che choſe to deſcend 
ſrom the eminence he had attained, and to 
keep the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of the firſt ſeat 
at the Board of Treaſury. Sound policy re- 
quired him to hold a middle courſe berween 
the two dangerous extremes of Paine and 
Burke. But Burke's violence in the Senate 
for a war with France was not ill adapted to 
the new ſyſtem of the Miniſter, and it gra- 
dually appealed their long holtiluy.. Inſtead 
of ſhunning each of theſe mflammatory in n, 
he flew from the turbulent Republican to 

embrace the factious Enthuſiaſt of the Milte. 
cracy, To the wildeſt flights of Burke 
| maddening 
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g imagination he nodded approba - 
nom; and Burke declared himſelif much dul- 
cified'to' bim. Soon after that; nepociation, 
humbly and repeatedly foup hi by the Govern- 
ment of France, was proudly rejected by the 
Enplifh Miniſter ; the py orce by fea 
anch land was rapidly/atipmented; and nothing 
but a pretext ſeemed Wanting gor am imme 
drate commencement of hoſtilities: But when 
war is reſolved on, à pretet can never be 
long wanted. The pretext found, was tlie 
death of Louis the Sixteenithſafter a declara- 
tion in the Engliſh Parhament that peace or 
war ſhould be the conſequence bf the pardon 
or execution of that Monarch,” On this unjuſt 
interference depended a queſtion which in- 
volved the fate of a great part of mankind, 
The declaration haſtened the death of the 
unfortunate Monareh it was meant to ſave, 
and that event to the/Enpliſh Cabinet 1 | 
decifive for war; and yet high uutherity has 
dig Kcrupiec to ny it a nf ey emer 

It is true Abet the Jevufirileioes For war 
was not without ſome pretenee of provocation 
to this country; but it was ſueh provocation 
as our own conduct had excited and ſuch as 
a Waſhington wonld have pardoned: in a na- 
tion ſtruggling for liberty, inflained and almoſt 
diftracted in the paroxyſm of a revolntionary 
fever. His humane arid prudent” policy might 
have taught the Miniſter not to have fought 
pretexts or war, but to have ſhurmed them ; 
to have been prepared for defence, = to 
= ave 
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have lrHaintained neutrality; and to have tried 
cvety expedient of patience and remyperate 
negteſation to have preſerved the peace of 
his conntry. Such was the actual conduct of 
the wiſe Stateſman of America under fimilar 
of greater provocations from France; and ſueh 
would have been the counfel' of Burke, if he 
had been cool, diſintereſted, and” wiſe like 
Waſhington. But the character of bur pen- 
ſioned Politician is the very reverſe; nl His 
remiper; paſſionate and fiery; in his purfuit bf 
power and emolument, euger aud indefati 
gable; in his public counſels, raſti and viblent: 
his claims to the honours of a true Patriot or 
a wiſe Stateſman will be aſaHowed' by poſte- 
rity: In public life he has nther been inde- 
pendent nor diſintereſted. Before the French 
Revotntion, the general tenor dF his conduct 
was Tittfe uſeful to his' county; after that 
event, it has been pernicious both to his coun- 
try and to the general intereſts of ñiumanity. 
Onfortunately, the Miniſter preferred the 
furious ſuggeſtions of a paſſionate Detfaimer to 
the example of Waſhington's juſt and humane 
pohey; poſſibly, too, the unſuſt aud dekuftve 
hope to diſmember France and aggrandize 
Great · Britain might contribute td miſlead” him. 
The 4vowed-purpoſe of the war, at leaſt it wWas 
avowed by the Miniſter's new adviſer, was to 

&petuate the eſtabliſhed fyſterh-of abuſes; to 
beat down'and for ever ſuppreſs the Jachbinicul 

rinciples of Locke and Sidney, of Savile and 

hatham.— And what . 
this war, ſo eagerly commenced, on views lo 
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juft and reaſonable? An unprecedented expence 
of blood and treaſure; a long ſeries of diſaſters, 
intermixed with ſucceſſes few and inadequate 4 

impending famine ;' approaching bankruptcy, 
and an aggravation of national diſcontent, ac- 
companied with unequivocal proofs, perſonally 
applied to the Miniſter, of the anger and, re- 
ſentment of the people. The ſyſtem of wr 
and coercion, inſtead of appeaſing the popular 
diſcontents, has been found to inflame them; 
and the clamours of a ſtarving populace have 
gay reſounded louder and louder. in the gars of 

Majeſty for Peace and a Reform of Parliament. 
5. But hence have been furniſhed freſh, pre; 
texts to the Miniſter for his enterprizes againſt 

the rights and liberty of his country. To ſtifle 
theſe complaints, the galling cord of cgefgion 
as been ſtrained, with augmented rigour, a 
ddenly the people have found themſelves ex- 
poled, by a new and ſevere ſtatute, to Vague 
and conſlruftive charges Jregſon; and by ano- 
ther, act, more dangerous ſtill, deprived of 
their ancient and indubitable right to Free 
Diſcuſſiun and Free Petition. In vain, was it 
pleaded by the, adyocates of theſe, rights, that, 
for the fault of a few deſperate indiyiduals, 
innocent millions ought not, and juſtiy could 
not, forfeit their undoubted rights; in yain 
was it pleaded, that, as far as human laws can 
protect them, the ancient law of the land Was 
clearly ſufficieni to protect his Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government; that to violate the pri- 
vileges of. the people, ſolemnly ſtipulated for 
them at the Revolution, and confirmed by oe 
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Bill of Rights, was a procedure big with in- 
juſtice and danger; that a precedent thus 
trenching on that fundamental law had a ma- 
nifeſt tendency to unſettle the Government, 
and if not quickly reyerſed'by Parliament, on 
the remonſtrances of an injured and indi 
people, would lead by certain conſequence 
either to confuſion, or the ſpeedy extirpation 
of our liberties. The influence of the Miniſter 
of Reform prevailed; the injurious Bills were 
paſſed ; the people were reſtrained in the ex- 
erciſe of thelr right to petition, and by this 
privation the only rational ground of ho - 16 
was loſt, that a peace fol interpoſition' of t 
people might effect a Reformation of Parlia- 
ment. By a vigorans exertion the nation may 
recover theſe loſt rights, and witli them fe- 
ſtore the proſpe& os a future redreſs of their 
other grievances; but after this conduct of the 
Miniſter, no change of meaſures can reſtore 
to him the loſt eſteem and confidence of the 
public. Let Mr. Pitt's moſt partial friends 
now declare, whether his hoſtility to Reform 
be {till problematical or, whether the tenor 
of his conduct has not clearly demonſtrated 
that he is become an en to that neceſſary 
meaſure,” - 

This is the 8100 point in the preſent 
caſe; it is the hinge on which the judgment 
of his judges will turn, either to approve or 
cenſure the conduct of the Truſtee, If this 
point be clearly eſtabliſhed, as he hopes it is, 
objections drawn from the temper of the 
times can have little weight to diſſuade the 
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| bave been committed, and tbe dſewinems ha 


been excited; and it is his purpoſe to demon- 
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on the perſons chiefly concerned, wh; * 
conceives to be inconteſtibſe truths; that it 
were better and wiſer to endeayour to.conci- 
liate than to uſb it v 


than to cruſh uhe pevple z that. jt were 
more juſt, more humane, 


t, more and ſafer too, to 
make ſeaſonable and prudent conceſſions, that 
to attempt to ſupprels the ſpirit of Reform by 
the ſtrong hand of military. power, . Cancel- 
Hon, may ſecure; the public nd an 
augment the public happineſs; the attempt 
to compel ſubmiſſion. without redreſs would 
be equally ruinous whether, in the fatal eon. 
teſt that mult Spine, the people were victor 
or oyercome. Before the war with Fra 

Fg fn YE" 
mently. prefſed by the zealot of ariſtocracy 
could tend to nothing but an aggravation of 
the then exiſting diſcontent, and finally to 
and national. confuſion, In his 
Pitt, he ſtated; theſe evils as the 
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Inv probate conſequence, of © Shear. Belen 
war, and an internal ſyſtem adverſe; to the 
richts of the people. In the progrels of this 
unfortunate war, and in the eyolytion of this 
unpopular, yitem, their calamitous conſe- 
2 quence3 


183 
quenees have but to plaivly and diſtinctiy vo- 


riſied the former part of his prediction; and 
aggravated diſcontent now threatens chat ca- 
taſtrophe which every good citizen muſt de- 
precate and wiſh to avert. In this perilous 
ſtate ol the country, he wiſhes to aſk men in 


power Shall we perſevere in the meaſures 


which have manifeſtly produced this alarming 
change in the temper of the people? Shall we 
perſevere in this fatal war, contending at every 


| poſſble x ue for advantages; fome of which 


are ideal, ſome may be more ſubſtantial, but 
are evidently unattainable? Shall we perſevere 


in the {ſyſtem of internal coercion; re 
— abuſes, and advaneing w 

haſty ſtrides, like raviſhers in open day, to in- 
vade the rights of the people, and violate the 
proſtrate Conftitution? Is it thus we expect to 
ſecure the tranquillity of the country, by leav- 


ing the great maſs of the community no pro- 


perty to loſe; and no privilege. which they 
can think ſecure ? In this dangerous criſis, is 
it the part of a faithful ſubject and real well- 

wilher to his country to difſemble grievances; 
to acquieſce under the dangerous policy of 


the new ſyſtem, and ſuffer a daring Miniſter 


to go on, unwarned, heaping miſery upon mi- 

— till the veſſel of national patience be filled 

run over? Or, is it not rather truly be- 

collins that character, to raiſe his voice, how- 
ever feeble it may be, and to beſeech and ad- 

jure the Repreſentatives of the nation to re- 

turn ta the ways of peace and ſafety; to ex- 


ert their conſtitutional powers to cloſe the 


F 2 unjuſt 
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unjuſt and fatal conteſt with, France; and tis 


redreſs with moderation and prudence, before 
it be too late, thoſe great and acknowledged 
grievances of which the public complain? 
There was in the year 1780 more violent fer- 
mentation in the minds of the lower claſſes of 
the people, and it burſt out in acts of more 
extenſwe and dangerous outrage- than thoſe 
which have been witneſſed at this time. Iu- 
dolent, and perhaps timid; as Lord North was, 
he reſiſted the demands of an intolerant popu- 
lace, and he did well. He was nobly ſupported 
in it by Sir G. Savile and other wiſe Patriots 
of that day: With all their regard for the 
ſenſe of the people, with all their condeſcen- 
ſion for their prejudices, they felt the diſgrace 
which muſt attend their yielding to the bar- 
barous wiſh of intolerance; they felt they had 
acted aright in extending toleration, aud they 
generouſly: reſolved to brave the popular fury, 
and maintain the benevolent ſyſtem they had 
eſtabliſhed. The miſguided people were aſha- 
med of their unjuſt and intemperate conduct, 
and the juſt firmneſs of Parliament abaſhed 
intolerance for ever. But far different from 
the wiſdom of that perſeverance would be the 
- reſolution of Parliament to perſiſt in ſupport- 
lng the new ſyſtem of the Miniſter. The lower 
claſſes of the people may now manifeſt ſymp- 
toms of impatient diſcontent, againſt which the 
Executive Government ought to keep a vigi- 
lant guard; but the Legiſlature is bound to ap- 
peaſe that diſcontent, if OY A lenient 
and cobciliatory means. 7 
t 
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It is, perhaps, among things poſſible, that 
ienity and prudent conceſſion” might fail to 
ſoot he and pacify the people, and reſtore per- 
fect harmony and tranquillity to the country; 
but a bare poſſibility of a failure is no ſuffici- 
ent reaſon why the humane experiment ſhould” 
not firſt be tried, If it ſhould ſucceed,” a 
world of miſery would be ſaved; but till the 
effect of lenient meaſures has been proved, a 
ſyſtem of coercion and reſtraint is neither juſt 
nor politic. It is unjuſt to cavil at the cries: 
of the people, and to refuſe redreſs, becauſe. 
it may'be aſked with impatience, in too loud 
a tone; it is in theſe times doubly impolitic to 
alienate their affections, when juſtice. is all 
they aſk, - The abuſes which are complained 
of are real and moſt pernicious abuſes; the 
beſt and wiſeſt men in the kingdom, with the 


Miniſter himſelf at their head, habe ſanctioned 


their complaints, and propoſed redreſs: The 
people are now contending againſt uſurpations 
and abuſes, the neceſſary conſequence of which, 
if uncorrected, muſt be the loſs of public li- 
berty, the depravation of public morals, and 
a Government ſupported againſt the virtue 
and good ſenſe of the nation; firſt, by corrup- 
tion ; at laſt, by tyrannical force alone. Uni- 
verſal ſuffrage may be an inadmiſſible principle 
of Reform in the preſent itate of this country, 
and immenſely numerous aſſemblies of the 
people may well excite ſome apprehenſion of 


tumult; but to ſuppreſs theſe great aſſemblies 


by penal laws, and leave the diſcontents of the 
people unappeaſed by any redreſs, may pro- 
13 duce 


(686) | 
duce a ſhort interval of calm, but it will ſoon 
be ſucceeded by greater ſtorms than ever. 
'The means propoſed by the people for effect · 
ing their end may be improper, but the end 
itſelf is good and laudable. To cut off con- 
feſſed abuſes, and to deſtroy corruption, they 
are ſure muſt be proper, and it is now their 
turn to feel they are right. The perſeve- 
rance of Parliament would not now abaſh 
them ; it would but increaſe and exaſperate 
their diſcontent ; and thus Parliament might 
too probably loſe their confidence for ever. 

To prevent this fatal evil, and to ſecure the 
genuine principles of the Conſtitution, muſt 
be the wiſh of every good citizen, Except, 
the few Patrons of Boroughs, Peers, and 
Commoners, who form an Ariſtocracy which 
is unknown and hoſtile to the Conſtitution, all 
are intereſted to promote a temperate Reform 
of thoſe abuſes which conſtitute the power of 
that Ariſtocracy. Some of theſe Peers and 
Commoners, on whom the chance of their 
birth has devolved a ſhare in the unconſtitu- 
tional powers alluded to, have nobly ſet. the 
example of preferring the juſt ſecurity of the 
n © s rights to the retention of an odious 
and unjuſt command. If aught of prudence 
or an honourable ſhame, or a ſtill more laud- 
able feeling of benevolence, could induce a 
few of their brethren to renounce that ini- 
quitous patronage, all might yet be well. Let 
the new ſyſtem of the Miniſter be abandoned ; 
let peace be concluded with France on equi- 
table terms; let a Reformation of Parliament, 
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on Mr. Pitt's ſafe and moderate plan, be grant- 
ed, with a reftgrarion' of our gelen and in- 
dubitable right to free difcuiſon and free pe: 
tition, and the quiet and "happineſs of the 
country Wi be effectually ſecured. "Theſe 
are the means, the only means, by which the 
nation may be reſtored to chat good temper 
on which the preſervation of its internal peatp 
depends, and to chat cordial eſteem and 1 
ration for its Government, in which, after the 
concluſion of à Peace with France, the only 
juſt and permanent ſecurity cap be found 
againſt rhe increaſic x be of the French 
a and againſt the progreſs of theic 
democratic principles. 5 

The motives which have been aſſigned for 
the Tr uſte&'s ſuſpicion, and conſequent breach 
with Mr. Pitt, he is confident will not be 
queſtioned by his honourable friends, an whoſe 
2 5 he firſt thought of drawing this pl lea, 
in 7 AiXions hope co obtain th belt acqui 

nd app! probation: But, he doubts not, 1 will 

be faid by" uncandid bigots, and merce 


adherents. "the Miniſter, that the breach, 


and the ſu ſequent publications, have been 
occafiotied by pique and reſentment. To this 
random objection it might be ſufficient to re- 
turn an anſwer when any particular cauſe of 
offence were aſſigned, or any particular time 
vere fed when this pretended pique and re- 
ſentment took. place: But Mr, Wyvill will 
not allow a ſarmiſe ſo falſe the exiſtence of a 
moment. He aſſerts, and he believes that 
M 45 and bis e friends are = 
1 


(8) 


juſt not 9 the 3 that the e con- 
duct of, Mr. Wyvill in publiſhing his, corre- 
ſpondence with Mr. Pitt has not originated 
in any perſonal quarrel. No time can be 
fixed as the moment When any ſuppoſed of- 
fence was given; nor can any ſort of incivi- 
lity be ſpecified, which it will not be eaſy for 
Mr. Wyvill to difprove, The conjecture has 
no foundation in fact, and is nothing more 
than an imaginary ſuppoſition. Mr. Wyvill 
never received aught at the hands of Mr. Pitt 
but perſonal civility, with many proofs. of his 
eſteem and regard. For thoſe civilities, and 
for the eſteem and confidence with which 
Mr. Pitt was pleaſed to honour him, he re- 
turned gratitude and affectionate attachment, 
increaſed by high reſpect for his political cha- 
racter. In his public demeanour, and in de- 
bate with his antagoniſts, Mr. Pitt may be 
lofty and daring; but in his deportment in 
private ſociety there is much caſe and alfabi- 
lity: He poſſeſſes a rich fund of benignity 
and good · nature; and it is not eaſy to ap- 
proach him in the N of Ye inti- 
macy, without feelin predilection 
for him, Mr. Wyn 10e. loyed 195 Man, and 
looked up to the Miniſter with reyerence and 
veneration, as a truly Patriot, Stateſman, de- 
voted. to combat and deſtroy the monſtrous: 
ſyſtem of corruption, and deſtined. to the high 
honour to be the political ſaviour of his coun- 
try. In the eſtimation of Mr. Wyvill, his 
connection with Mr. Pitt was, the pride and 
honour of his life: But in the progrels of his 
adminiſtration, 


| 
| 
; 
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| adminiſtration, events occurred which inſpired 
ſome ſerious ſuſpicions of his real intention 
and views, and gradually lowered this lofty 
idea of his character. Confidence in a pure 
and exalted character is a pleaſing ſenſation ; 
it is always . with reluctance; and the 


ben: this diſtruſt was, to the writer, 
matter of deep regret and mortification. A 
painful ſtruggle enſued between habitual pre- 
poſſeſſion and perſonal regard on the one fide, 
and growing diſtruſt and public duty on the 
other, At laſt, by the farther unfolding of 


his new ſyſtem, in the courſe of a few years, 


ſuſpicion was gradually changed into convic- 
tion, duty overcame the united powers of pre- 
poſſeſſion and perſonal partiality, the contec-- 
tion with Mr. Pitt was reſigned; and the Let- 
ter of February 9, 1793, announcing this pub- 
licatiqn, was laid before the public. | 
From the ſame uncandid and mercenary 
quarters may be expected another ſurmiſe 
equally contrary. to fact, and for which not 
the ſlighteſt appearance of probability can be 


pleaded. It will probably be ſaid, that Mr. 


Wyvill is a man chagrined by diſappointment 
in his ambitious views through Mr. Pitt; that 
his preſent conduct is dictated by the "uſual 
ſelfiſhneſs of politicians ; that he wiſhes thus 
to recommend himſelf to new connections, 
and, by their aſſiſtance, to purſue more ſuc- 
eee his 8 objects, the acquiſition 
of profeſſional dignity,” or the renewal of fa-- 
mily honour. He does not affect to deſpiſe 
the honours of his profeſſion; he does not 
pretend 
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pretend to think that the recoyery of the rank 
long held by thoſe. who preceded him in the 
poſſeſſion of his patrimony would be no be- 
nefit to his family; But theſe acquiſitions 
have not been the objects of his ambition. 
When he commenced his. political courſe 
in Yorkſhire, near ſeventeen years ago, ſome 
of the Gentlemen of this wk for whoſe 
public virtue and public views he feels the 
ſincereſt reſpect, were pleaſed to exprels their 
confidence in his integrity. His reply was, 
that he hoped their confidence would remain 
undiminiſhed, as long as his ſituation ſhquld 
remain unchanged. He is not totally une x- 
perienced in the world, or abſolutely ignorant 
of the ways or paſſages, though often dark 
and intricate, by which promotion may be 
moſt ſucceſsfully attained. When their con- 
fidence had opened to him the door of ad- 
vancement, he could have availed himſelf of 
the opportunity, if to profit by his politics had 
been his deſign. His viſible ſituation is now 
mig what it was then; it is, in fa&, the 
18 fame ſituation. To this deciſive circumſtance 
ll be might truſt the ſure, though filent, con- 
7 ſutation of the miſrepreſentation he bas here 
I anticipated. ib 57 eln 17215 Fir! 
It But ke wiſhes not to leave his innocence 
it reſpecting the ſuppoſed imputation to be in 
Ly ferred by the candor or lenity of his judges: 
His anſwer fhall be direct and explickt. He 
aſſerts, therefore, and once more he truſts Mr. 
Pitt will confirm the aſſertion, that he has ne- 
ver aſked or accepted from him any favour, 


great 
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great or either for himſelf or an Rr 
friends, He might juſtly extend the ſame af. 
ſertion to; all the other perſons in miniſterial 
{tations with whom it has. been his fortune to 
have any. intercourſe or connection. The ſup- 
poſed charge, therefore, that his preſent con- 
duct is the effect of chagrin and diſappoint- 
ment, maſt be altogether unfounded. 

Mr. Wyvill was aware, that there is in the 
beſt of men a great portion of N and fab 
libinty; that the temptations to which they 
are expoſed. in public are ſtrong and nu+ 
merous, and that the human heart is wo to be 
corrupted hy the long poſſeſſion af power. Of 


Mr. Pitt's: integrity and wiſdom his eſteem 
was high; but he knew the nde diffi- 


culty of the enterpriſe he had undertaken: 
He knew his virtue would be affailed by every 
poſſible temptation which the Court and the 
Ariſtocracy could employ to intimidate. or ſe- 
duce him from his purpoſe; and even Mr. 
Pitt's virtue might yield to their temptations. 
It was poſſible that he might ſhrink from the 
glorious taſk-he had engaged in, and, inſtead 
of perſevering in the ſtruggle to beſtow on 
his country the ſecure. enjoyment of its liberty. 
under a Government. cantronled by a reformed 
and virtuous Repreſentation of the People, he 
might turn his whole power and credit v0 
ſupport eſtabliſhed abuſes and corruptions. 
He felt, therefor that it, was poflible the im- 
perious voice of duty might call upon him to 
renounce his connection, and to oppoſe him 
in the proſecution of his new ſyſtem of Admi- 
| . Ailfration, 
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nitration. But obligation and independence 
are incompatible; and, public duty can only be- 

rformed with unblemiſhed integrity by men 
who have kept their mitids free and uninflu- 
enced by favours. He, therefore, determined 
to preſerve his freedom and independence, 
by never mingling with the crowd of fervile 
and ſelfiſh men, who ſeek emolument or ho- 
nours at the levees of a Miniſter : He never 
ſtooped to ſolicit or accept any miniſterial fa- 
vour: He is, and always has been, abſolutely 
free from obligation to the preſent Miniſter, 
and all his predeceſſors in power; and the re- 
ſult of the freedom of judgment thus pre- 
ſerved is the conduct whith- has been here 
explained to the public,” J 

But no proof of innocence can be fo clear 
and cogent as to convince the enraged bigot, 
or reduce the hireling advocate of power to 
filence. No miſrepreſentation is too bold and 
dar ing for the front of the hireling; no ca- 
lumny is too groſs and abfurd for the credu- 
lity of the bigot. Even after the ſtatement of 
thefe facts, the charge of ambition probably 
will de repeated; but it will meet the ſilence 


of the injured perſon, and the reprobation of 


impartial and equſtable men. They will have 
ſeen the proofs of His probity; ; and, he trnſts, 
they will n not fuer he opinion eſtabliſhed on 
the firm foundation of theſe facts to be over- 


turned by the breath of rumour or idle ſur- 


miſe. Judging of his preſent intention by his 
pat conduct, they will not e credit the 
aſſertion, 


(93) 

aſſertion, that he who hitherto has ſhunned 
the ſnares of obligation with ſo much cave, is 

now willing to entangle himſelf in them; that 
the man ſo jealous of his independence, who 
long ſupported the Miniſter, but never would 
be his partizan, is now ſeeking 104 be the vaſſal 
of ſome ne political chieftain, and to 8 22 

the conſcious, pride of 0 to che 
views, of .a. ſelfiſh am It is true he ho- 
nours the great Sateliten, "and their. coadju- 
tors in each Houſe. of Parliament, who: have 
oppoſed the new ſyſtem of the Miniſter : He 
approves their principles; he admires their 
talents ; he applauds. their perſeverance; and, 
as far as his {lender.means permit, he will co- 
operate with them to ſave the ſinking liberties 
of his country. But he is not their follower 
or their partizan; he is, and he will be, the 
partizan and ſeryant, to the public alone. 
Such is the plea for, the poſt and the intended 

conduct of the Writer reſpecting Mr. Pitt, and 
the Paper which he intruſted to his cuſtody. 
It is conduct which, has been haſtily, blamed 
by men, whoſe acquittal and approbation on 
this explanation. of facts. and their ,motives he 
ſtill covets, and is not without hope to obtain. 
But if, after this ſtatement, Mr. Pitt's ho- 
nourable friends alluded to ſhould retain their 
unfavourable opinion, it is conduct which he 
will not regret, if men, partial neither to the 
Miniſter nor himſelf, ſhall. pronounce his ab- 
ſolution. To the judgment of an impartial 
public, therefore, he commits his cale * 


(54) 
he awaits their decifion with veſpeR; but 
without fear or perturbation. - Ia the cou] 
of political buſineſs in Which he has been en- 
paged, he is coriſtious of having akted with 

ntegrity ; and on this prefent occaα,m. it Has 
been his moft anxious endeavonr te do his 
duty to the public, and at the ſame time to 
avoid all injuftice or perſonal diſreſpect to 
Mr. Pitt. But it is peffile, that; either from 
the ſtrength of his zeal, or the wenkneſs of 
His judgment, he may have fallen into ſome 
error reſpecting the nature of the truſt in 
queſtion. fe is abſolutely unconſcious wf it, 
and he hopes it has not really happened. But 
if, in the judgment of candid, judicious, and 
experienced men; he has been thus miſled, 
and without impropriety cannot publiſh the 
Paper in queſtion without the confent of Mr. 
Pitt, he is not inclined to controvert the judg- 
ment of ſuch men, or to per ſiſt in his preſent 
intention againſt their deciſion, He will bow 
with reverence to the authority of ſueh men, 
and, in conformity with their opinion, will 
poſtpone the intended publication: And, he 
truſts, that with them the rectitude of his in- 
tention may plead his extuſe for unpereeived 
and involuntary error. But if he has been 
fortunate enough to convince them that he 
holds that Paper in truſt for the public, and 
that, under the circumſtances ſtated, he has a 
right to publiſſi it, their opinion will confirm 
his own, and he will, without delay, produce 
the Paper in diſpute. a 3 
eh n 
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expedient e eir d 22 18 great 
er; it has been increaſed by delay and Cop: 
pointment, and nothing but — 

nate with ſafety the preſent — 8 
is the diſpoſition to refuſe redreſs which is dan- 
gerous, not the ſtatement of moderate terms on 
which it may be prudent to aſk it, nor the re- 
ſolution to ee when ſuch terms are aſked 
by an aggrieved people. The plan propoſed by 
Mr. Pitt . — be ſafe afe for every claſs and or- 
der in the State, more eſpecially for thoſe on 
whom the dread of innovation may be ſup- 
poſed to operate with greateſt power. It would 
be ſafe for the Crown; it would be fafe for 
the Peerage alſo; it would check the tendency 
to Republican principles; it would reſcind the 
uſurpations of a faQitious, illegal, and felf- 
created Ariſtocracy. which now domineers over 
all the conſtituted Authorities; it would reſtore 
the Peerage to its juſt dignity, as the true and 
honoured Ariſtocracy of the land; and by ren- 
dering the Commons Houſe of Parliament a 
| of the nation, it would free 
the M from the ſhackles of an uncon- 
ſtitutional cabal, and at once content the peo- 
ple, and ſecure the permanence of a juſtly-li- 
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ADVERTISEMENT to _ READER... 


F n may reach hs ſocond ad 
third- Papers in this Collection ſhould doubt 
the propriety of their publication, the Editor 
begs leave to refer him to the firſt Part of his 
Correſpondence with Mr. Pitt, not long pub- 
liſhed. In ſeveral of thoſe Letters written to 
Mt. Pitt by the Editor, particularly in that 
Letter which is marked Paper 20, the reader 
who is willing to form a juſt judgment on this 
occaſion, will find a ſtatement of facts to Mr. 
Pitt, which down to the date of this Adver- 
tiſement has remained unanſwered, and as far 
as the Editor can learn, uncontradicted 
ul Right Honourable Gentleman. "Theſe 
facts, therefore, the Editor conceives he has 
a right to aſſume as facts granted by Mr. Pitt 
to have been truly ſtated in the Letter alluded 
to. On this ground, the Editor profeſſes he 
feels no doubt in his own mind, that he has a. 
right to publiſh the Papers in queſtion. He has 
_ had the ſatisfaction to learn the ſentiments 
"= variety of perſons on this ſubject, to 
— o very * and to find the opi- 
nion 
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nion that he has a clear Right to publiſh theſs 
Papers is nearly uniyerſal. This has been the 
deciſion on the above-mentioned ſtatement of 
facts, made by friends and ſtrangers, by wiſe 
and worthy men in private ſituations, and by 
men of the greateſt *experience in political 
buſineſs, who have filled high official ſtations, 
and may fill them again; and laſt, but not 
leaſt in weight and value, by ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable of our Journaliſts, who have joined 
their ſuffrage to the reſt in affirming the Edi- 
tor's Right to publiſh theſe Papers. Conceiv- 
ing the Right to publiſh them to be unque- 
ſtionably eſtabliſhed, the Editor feels, that in 
times like the preſent, the Duty to publiſh 
inevitably follows the eſtabliſnment of the 
Right. That ſome correction of political 
abuſes is become neceſſary, ſeems now to be 
generally acknowledged; corruption, as 2 
principle of Government, is more deeply ex- 
ecrated than it ever was; and the extinction 
of it is more earneſtly purſued, by more nu- 
merous bodies of men, conducted by more 
powerful leaders than before. It is of much 
importance to the Public therefore, that what 
was propoſed by the Miniſter in 1785, with 
a view to that neceſſary. correction, ſhould be 
made known, not indiſtinctly, through the 
medium of a Summary Explanation by ano- 
ther perſon, but from the exhibition of the 
Plan it ſelf, in the very words of Mr. Pitt. 
It would indeed be a vain and fallacious 
hope, that the Plan ſketched in the ſecond 
5 if it were i and 1 agbered 
to, 
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to, would either be ſufficientiy extenſive, or 
ſufhcjently Promer 0 execution, to meet the 
exigency of this criſis. By the immenſe ex- 
penditure of the War with France, the power 
of the Crown, jn a correſponding degree, has 
been aügmegted ; by. their extreme alete 
the ee ee eee 
thence they haye, been taught ko look 10 

* en ee CL 
Mr. Pitt. propoſed in 178 f 5 


ir oy 


than that why | 

and with which, at that ime, they certain Y, 
would have been well ſatisfied, But the prin 
ciples then laid. down, and the meaſures then 
propoſed by that, ble Politician, were calcu- 
ated at once. to, ſecure the juſt authority of 


the Crown, and to, reſtore the Conſtitutional 
Rights of the cople; Theſe were the ſalu- 
tary, ends ta which, his Plan directed; and it 
was fortunately capable alſo, by a more ex- 
tenſive application of its principles, to form a 
fit Wu e times, when a more effec+ 
tual Reform has come to be expected. 

In the Papers now laid before the public, it 
will be found, that Mr. Pitt propoſed to ex- 
tinguiſh a certain number of the little venal 
and dependent Boroughs, to reinforce the Re- 
preſentation of the Counties and the Metro- 
polis of England by the transfer of the Right 
of Repreſentation from the extinguiſhed Bo- 
roughs to them; and to augment the Conſti - 
tuent Body by imparting the Right of voting 
to Copy bolders, to certain Leaſeholders, and 
to Houſeholders paying taxes in certain Cities 
and Towns, If 2 ſpirit has not ceaſed 

| | 2 to 
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to animate the Body of the Nation, if all re- 
gard to Prudence is not abandoned by the 
great majority of the Peerage, it will neither 
be difficult nor dangerous ta extend theſe 
meaſures ſomewhat farther, and yet not be- 
yond, the bounds of a fair and moderate com- 
promiſe. Let the Repreſentation of the Coun- 
E and the Metropolis in each of the united 
ingdoms be reinforced; let the Right « of 
voting be imparted to Copyholders,. certain 
Leaſeholders, and Houſeholders paying taxes 
throughout Great · Britain; and let theſe im- 
portant improvements be effected, not in the 
flow and dilatory way propoſed by Mr. Pitr, 
but by the prompt and ſpeedy execution of 
them as meaſures, judged by the Legiſlature, 
on due deliberation, to be fit without delay 
for theſe times, and neceſſary for the general 
weal. To fortify theſe improvements, the 
ſubſidiary meaſures which were intended by 
Mr. Pitt, and which are nearly as important 
as the Reform in the Repreſentation, ought 
to be adopted at the ſame time; viz. the tri- 
ennial Election of Parliaments ſhould be re- 
ſtored, better modes of Election of Parliaments 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed, and the Counties, &c. 
where neceſſary. mould be ſubdivided into 
Diſtricts; it would alſo be expedient, to renew 
the ancient rule of paying wages to the Re- 
preſentatives; and after theſe changes had 
been accompliſhed, ſome pecuniary compen- 
ſation might be granted to perfons who could 
ſubſtantiate any juſt ground of complaint from 
the operation of theſe acts; a ſufficient fund 
for 
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for which expence might be found inthe f 
of ng of the Crown Lands, from wi : | 
the Royal Family, derives little jncome, and 
neither uſe, pleaſyre, nor ſecurity in apy. g- 
gree. Let doch a mild and yet effectgal Re- 
form as tlis be granted, or let that od 
and perhaps better Plan be adopted by Pain. 
ment, which Mr. Grey lately offered, and 
which was ſupported by a band of generous 
men, to whom we are indebted for the de- 
fence of the Gon itution on its juſt and ge- 
nuine principles; and it may be pronounced 
certain, that the dangers which e 6 
will then be averted, that the fear of anarchy 
and arbitrary power will then vaniſlt away, 
and that a firm and inſuperable barrier will 
be then 0 to the alarming inroads of 
Deſpotiſm and Licentiouſneſs. % un. 
It is but too evident that the fais ſꝭ aſ our 
Conſtitution is in a dilapidated ſtate and ready 
to overwhelm us beneath its ruins. It behaves 
us to repair with ſpeed the venerable; pile; to 
labour in this work of Love with unwearied 
aſſiduity; and with the wiſe counſel and aſ- 
ſiſtance of thoſe Maſter Buildert in political 
architecture, to whom we are already ſo 
deeply. indebted, to fortify and complete the 
Tpatious Tower of the Conſtitution, in which 


we and our Poſterity may then reſt ſecurely 


protected againſt avery foe, and ſaſe from 
thoſe ſtorms and tempeſts; which, in the courſe 
of ages, may aſſall us. The outline only of 
the Plan here alluded to has yet been given 
to the Public; when that outline is filled up, 
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it may be juſtly lioped it wil found c, <th- 
tain every mild regulation, eve We welt 
improvement, which the” nid * 1tibt it 
dence can ſuggeſt, and While Gi Fit 
pairing its ſuperior efficaty, e ir Ibe 
greateſt probability of vi iet 4 15 
execution. Under this m e 
Wiſhes to ſee the work of R Atlon, al 
witted to the hands of men lle Mr. Gre 
aid his coadjutors, many of Whom ate men 
rich in talents and virche u in fame, "and 
deeply intereſted, by their immenſe poſſel- 
fions, in tue ee of ordet and train 
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Heads of 4 Bil or BiLLs for amending the 
REPRESENTATION, communicated by the 
Right Honourable WixIan PiTT to the 
Rev. C. WrviLL, without a _ but Jup- 
fſed to have fie 15 Marcs 178 5s 


. Probably h PHE ſum of | 

_ out of the ſupplies 

granted, to his Majeſty this 

Ei .of Parliament to be 

Theſe elauſes relative veſted, ip certain perſons to 

Bo Eg be named in the Bill, to be 
confident 
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be in a applied, together with the 
they, may 4 conſidered * ioter which may accu- 


— =o mulate thereon, to the pur- 

. b and in the manner 
SGI 777751 in the Bill. 

WES Kg If any Electors of any 

a Borough not containing a- 


lie) . $f 5 PP Houſes, ſhall pe- 
1011 | tition the Houſe” of Com- 
mons, ſtating their willing- | 

st! | 8 to ſurrender the 
g Repreſentatives 
N 2 yy future Parliament on 
receiving a compenſation for 
the extinction of ſuch Fran- 
1. chiſe: The ſaid Petition to 
FE D | * referred within a time to 
8 be 
= ed cad Den O'S. in the colomns of 


this-Paper, were written by Mr. Pitt; thoſe in the and 
7 th Papers were written by the Editor, 1 
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be named to a Committee 
of perſons to be cho- 
ſen in the ſame manner as 
the Committee under Mr. 


SGrenville's Bill, Who ſhall 
| proceed to conſider the mat- 

cdter of the fad Petition; and 
mall hear evidence touching 


is 


' 


* 


the Right of all perſons 


"election of Members for 


. ' 7 ü 
{ 


ſuch place, and their wil- 
lingneſs or unwillingneſs to 


+>” farrender ſuch Rights for 
s 4 Wi; "the future, and ſhall report 
mA to the Houſe of Commons 


799 


1 
14 


what proportion of ſuch 


Electors are conſenting to 
ſuch” Petition, and willing 
to accept the compenſation 
to be fixed in the manner 


"hereafter directed. 


If two-thirds of the Elec- 
tors are willing to ſurren- 
der their Rights, the Com- 


mittee to proceed to fix the 


roportion and manner in 


which the whole ſum to be 


allowed by way of compen. 


ſation ſhall be applied and 
dLaiſtributed among the = 


- ſons intereſted in ſuch 
Franchiſe. 
If the Committee ſhall re- 


port 


a 1 


(205 
port that two-thirds of the 


perſons who, in their judge 
ment, have the Right of 


chuſing epreſentatives for 
wok: place, are conſenting 
to ſuch Petition, and willing 
to accept the compenſation, 


\- | tuch-place we be c fads 


diſabled from ſending Mem- 
bers to Parliament from and 


after the end of the preſent 
Parliament, (if ſuch report 
+ ſhall be made during the 
preſent Parliament) or from 


and after the time of ſuch 
report being received, if the 
ſame ſhall be in the next or 
any ſubſequent Parliament, 
and in the latter caſe, the 
Members ſitting for the 
ſame ſhall if/o facto vacate 
their ſeats. 

A ſum equal to the prin- 


| \ cipal-, and intereſt which 


ſhall have occurred there- 


upon of . part of the 


whole ſum directed to be 
veſted as aforeſaid, to be 
paid and diſtributed to ſuch 
perſon or perſons as ſhall be 


named in the report of the 


Committee, to be applied 
and diſtributed to ſuch per- 


mn 


named 


| Ent 
1111-27? athe&in the report of the 
719! 1 Gt Committee, and to be ap- 
179121 91013 ds Plied and diſtributed in ſuch 
6122 1 as ſhall be 
sine TAE „ Herein recommended. 
L Df. Addition to be made of 
sus ꝗqmop Dl Menbets! in the proportion, 
\ oo. order, and manner directed 
8 ast mien to the following Counties. 
1140 al! On the extinction of any 
5 72 WS, the addition to be 
12 4 made 1 in the order fixed in 
AN the ſehedule annexed to the 
County or Diſtrict therein 
- Fpecifred, and the name of 
ſueh place as it becomes in- 
"| titled thereto, to be certified 
Dy the Speaker of the Houſe 
obof Commons to the Clerk of 
1% Ruiz the Crown during the con- 
* ttinuance of the preſent Par- 
lament, in order that on*the 
eafling of the next and 


9 1972. "everyſubſequentParliament 
2 vit ſhould be iflued to 
TIS] ſuch County or Diſtrict, in- 
ſitead of the precept to the 
aan — on the extinction 


157 ; of which it becomes ſo in- 

l en ente —_— or if during the next. 
odr any ſubſequent Parlia- 
„ men, then the Speaker to 

#6 RW) Het iſſue 
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| aun me word ( 6n ) is hete inſerted by the Editor. 
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ett da rife due warrant to the 
ee eg, Clerk sf the Crown for 

eee 187 fesch making out a writ 

1041 Hed 912513 5 for ian additional Member 

-199707 £19701 eo be ehoſen for ſuch Coun- 

„ut ds ty or Diſtrier in 
21.0 Pol to herein directed. 

FI Weder bude Cousties to be ſubdivided 
1 N I here necceſſary, into 
ce wle t adden malle Diſtricts. | 
us going) 6 GAS; 2 od 


3s com 
Pe N61 9117 op holders of 
el iratesga dall 50 e "White 20 


9 {! 


5370 913 guo vote iu County Elections 


: 530 11131192 Leafechalders where a cer- 
1 0 | 962 mat tdin term of the Leaſe is un- 
hinlon eib 9d expired. 


1 the 0 to be appointed in conve- 


ky he ph (uppo- alert parts of each County 
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e Hauk: Ar 11108) "rout before ſpecified hs 
ait 30th. been extinguiſhed, and their 
1 9389 | 4105 1 Rig hts transferred to Coun- 
R's 01 B92 1919 TC" Ut, any remaining Bo- 
11711 3" Foughsto be in like manner 
3102 dis iſed on Petition, i in 

Jo s | caſe 


. Thirty-ſix was the number of Boroughs intended to be diſ- 
franchiſed, in. order to,augment the, Repreſcatation of 
ties and the Mettopolis, TT i was 


Coun- 
cified b 
8 h ro Parliament on the 18th of af Nel e 8 


itor. 
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17 eaſe a ſum of ſhall 
have been ſet apart by Pars 
1/1210 +. 1: hiament+for that purpoſe; 
mo ig zd in caſe there ſhall then 

1 remain any town, unrepres 
ee ſented of above houſes, 


and the Right of Election to 

30 ivibeilfl a 3 transferred to the town 
on IA ee pear to have 
eee number. of 

— — do the res 


turn from the tax office. . 


| 8 — md, Ache majority of Electors 


11077500. in any Borough are proved 
3 843 1— of corrupt practices 
„et auy Election, the faid Bo- 

| rough to be disfranchiſed, 
gailiog 1 and the right of electing 

Members tö be transferred 
YG!) 1589 0 % County. or Counties 

ds ſtand. next In order, whiſe 
there remain any to W 

the addition has not been 

made, and in caſe ſuch ad- 


i e e den er County ſhall 


. bave been compleated, to 

uch unrepreſented town as 

WS mall be next intitled ac - 

01110 80 be) cording to the proviſions of 
this Ack. 

Right 


„ Provifion was intended to bs made 01 the dis franobi ſement 
of four Boreu hs, in order to transfer their Right of Election to 
Birminghain, — Sheffleld, ind Leeds. Note by - the 
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ght of Election in new 

2. Payiog taxes. oughs to be in Houſe. 

lers afleſſed at a certain 
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Lener from the Right Hon, WitLtam Pir» 
| fo the Rev. G. WIVIiI. 


ninc-STaEET, Friday 

| * Coe run. 1 % 

My dear Sir, 2 4 
Encloſe a ſketch of words which ſcer to 
enumerate as ſhortly as I have found it poſe 
ſible, the ſeveral Heads of the Plan' of Reform. 
It ſeems impracticable to go into detail with- 
out making it much longer, and I have ſome 
doubts, whether even thus, the ſentence is not 
too involved to be perfectly intelligible without 
more attention than is given by Common 
Readers. If any way occurs to you of correct 
ing this defect, I wel you will have e 

peſs to r! it without reſerre. 

Your's ſincerely, "ak 

) 1 Wo PITT. 


> IU 


. 7 , 


a 1 1 
? 0 * 9 ” 0 . =. $ #< 7 _—_— 
974 C * 144 # b 1 4 — 1 
- * „ - * 


(wa) 


won ni nomol 1 to 3 131% Wi 1 dy 
-91voH 71 & 64 a Ty: kal 30 0 


2 Sketch U BRA WWHÞ to the BiLL com- 
municated by the Ri of onourable WII- 
LIAM PITT, in the preceding _ to the 


Rev. C. W TRE — 
3 a transfer; of t Right of clefing 


+ &t 3 » gd . 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, from 


fock: ſmall. and / inconſiderable ' Boroughs, ug 


may from time to time voluntarily ſurrender 


the ſame on receiving a compenſation to be 
properly cues, among the'perſons inter- 
eſted in ſuch Franchiſe.— In the firſt place to 
the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom and the 
Metropolis, according to a due, proportion, 
until a ſuſſicient addition ſhall have been made 
to that Part of the Repreſentation, And af - 
terwards to ſuch unrepreſented Cities and 
Towns as may from their importance be beſt 
entitled to that Privilege and deſirous ef re- 
ceiving the ſame. Daher with the admiſ 
fion of Copyholders to the Right of voting 
in the ſame manner as Freeholders now may 
im County Elections. And alſo a reaſonable 
extenſion of the Right of voting in ſuch Ci 
ties and Towns where it is at preſent exclu- 
ſively veſted in ſmall Bodies and Corporations, 
(ſuch! Corporation conſenting thereto and re- 
ceiving due compenſation for the ſurrender 
of their excluſive Right) and proper regula- 
tions with regard to the Right of voting. in 
Cities and Towns in future, will have a mani- 
ſeſt tendency to remedy the abuſes and de- 


fects | 


„ r F 


C. ²˙ A ⁰ w ˙ 1 p ↄ] Hoito It. A 


61 
fedts in the pre ſent State of the Repreſenta- 
tion, and will afford great additional ſecurity 
to the Rights of the People, and to the Prin- 
en . eee wm” Nu po 2 


, , C1 „ 194 6 514 


Cf. k 
' 158001 


4's "pil V. | 


Corretes Clicks! communicated probably in 
April &95, by the Rev. C. Wyvii to the 
Right Honourable Wizuran PITT. | 


2. Wbader the it, T5 THEREAS.. certain 


— — Boroughs poſſeſſing 


r e in the Right to return Mem- 


Ltetion f Aale bers to Parliament are ſmall 


might not be regulated or decayed places, the ex- 
thus, viz. in 2 a tinction of whoſe faid Right, 


where a 
prietor » Aid an . by ceſſion or voluntary fur- 


whence a majork of \ 
Ves e | tbe render, and the transfer of 


Righe of Suffrnge, the ſuch Right to certain larger 
ſum of fixty pou or more populous, places or 
pt — 10 ral diſtricts, would be agreeable 
hold eſtate af forty tbil- to the true ſpirit of the Con- 


lings a year, and the re- 
e ſtitution, and would tend to 


ted, to the ſaid Pro- the preſer vation, and more 


rietor; In all other 
— B64 des equal enjoyment of the 


to be divided among Right of Repreſentation : 
2 r x L* And whereas the Right to 
— Which. may be return Members to Parlia- 
derived from their ment for ſeveral of the ſaid 
FAS W 7 ſmall, or decayed Boroughs 

is derived, or claimed to be 


derived, 


. 9. And whereas the 
diſcontinuance of Cor- 
rate eſtabliſhments 
voluntary ceſſion, in 
ſueh ſmall and decayed 
places, would be conve- 


nient to the public. 


2. Whether the dif- 
tribution | of money 


- among EleRors of this 


deſcription might not 
be regulated thus, viz. 
jo equal proportions to 
Electors having equal 
Rights and Privileges 
reſpecting Election; in 
a duplicate proportion 
to each Elector having 
the Right of Suffrage, 
and allo the Right of 
creating a Voter, and 
ſo on, ſoties queties ? 


9. And alfo their 
Charter of Incorpora- 
| | 
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derived, in virions ttiodes, 
ſoleiy from certain eſtates 
- --- withinthe ſame reſpectively f 


2. And whereas the Rigbt 
to return Members to Par- 


liament for ſeveral of the 


ſaid ſmall or decayed Bo- 
roughs is veſted, or claimed 
to be veſted, by Charter or 
otherwiſe, ſolely in certain 
Corporate Bodies, within 


the ſame reſpectiyely. 


If any Electors of any 
Borough in which the ſaid 
Right is veſted, or claimed 
to be veſted, by Charter or 
otherwiſe, ſolely in certain 
Corporate Bodies within the 
ſame reſpectively, not con- 
taining above Houſes, 
ſhall petition the Houſe of 
Commons, ſtating their wil- 
lingneſs to ſurrender the 
Right of electing Repre- 
ſentatives in any future 
Parliament, on receiving 
a compenſation for the ex- 
tinction of ſuch Franchiſe. 
The ſaid Petition to be re- 
ferred within a time to be 
named to a Committee, 
who ſhall proceed to con- 
ſider the matter of the Peti- 


tion, and ſhall hear evidence 


touching 


7 
| 
1 
3 
a 
S 
* 
8. 
＋ 
1 
e 


. Together with 
cas of Incor- 
paration. 


„Together with 
* Charter of Incor- 
poration, 


9. And ſuch Charter 
of Incorporation, 
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touching the Right of all 


perſons claiming to vote at 


Elections of Members for 
ſuch place, and their wil- 
lingneſs or unwillingneſs to 
ſurrender ſuch Right for the 


future, and ſhall report, &c. 


If two-thirds of the Elec- 
tors are willing to ſurrender 
ſuch Right, the Committee 


among the perſons inte- 
reſted in ſuch Franchiſe, 


. Paper vl. 
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Paper VI. 


Corrected Clauſe communicated probably in 
April 1785, by the Rev. C. WyviLL to the 
Right Honourable WILLIAM PiTT. 


D Whether the in- ND whereas the Right 
tended clauſe for dis- Meml 
tranchiſing Boroughs - ro r eturn em to 
proved guilty 65 2 Parliament for ſeveral of the 
Iuption, A addin 2 
char Right of Repu, 121d ſmall or decayed Bo- 
ſengutinn , to Countier, fou ghs is poſſeſſed by Elec - 

C. V0 not proper- . * 
ly follow the cloſes tors, to whom ſuch Right is 
reſpeting this third not derived, or claimed to 
claſs of Boroughs; it. be derived, ſolely from cer. 


ſelf to be followed . ey 
the clauſes for 42 tain eſtates within the ſame ; 


liſhing the order of the nor veſted, or claimed to be 
addition, &, After . 
which, the proviſion Veſted in them, oy Charter 


— 8 — 0 the or otherwiſe, ſolely as being 
— of duch 1 — Members of any Corpor ate 
as may be puniſhed Body within tae ſame : 
with disfranchiſement, * © 5 
or voluntarily may ſub- 
mit to it, to untepre- 
ſented towns, when the 
whole addition fpeci- 
fied in the ſchedule of 
this AR, ſball have taken 
place, ſeems properly to 
follow: 
Perhaps the other 
matter would be bettet 
thrown a into one 
or more ills, 5 


— 


Paper VII. 
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Paper vn. 


Correcked Clauſes communicated by the Rev. 
C. Wyvizk to the Right Honourable Wu- 


Liam PITT. 


Or claimed to be de- 
rived in various modes. 


0 TS T0» WF —_ 


| 1 4— the Right 

* to return Members 
to Parliament for certain 
Boroughs is derived from 
certain eſtates within the 
fame: And whereas ſeveral 
of the ſaid Boroughs are 
ſmall or decayed places, the 
extinction of whoſe. Right 
eo return Members to Par- 
Hament, by the voluntary 
ſurrender of the Electors 
and other perſons intereſt- 
ed therein; and the transfer 
of fach Right to certain. 
larger or more populous 
Places or Diſtricts would be 
agreeable to the true ſpirit 
of the Conſtitution, and 
would tend to the preſer- 
vation and more equal en- 
joyment of the Right of 
Repreſentation. 


—— 


And alſo, touching the 


Right of all proprietors of 
fl - - eſtates, 


6 ——— eo rom, — 2 — 


— — 


— — 


| 
if 
| 
0 
[| 
| 
3 
q 


= — — — — 
— — — — — — 
rr — + I — = _— - =: — 5 = 
— — * _ - 4 — 2 
4 


— 


— 


——— — — 


. ̃ͤ ͤ——-—-—t —— — — 


—— ͤ—„—- 
2 


— — — — — 
— 


6116) 


eſtates, within ſuch place, 
claiming to be intereſted in 
the ſaid Election, by virtue 
of property whence a right 
to vote for Members for 
ſuch place is, or may be de- 
rived to, or claimed by any 


perſon or perſons. 


— _— 


And the proprietor or pro. 
prietors of eſtates within 
ſuch place, by virtue of 
which a right of voting for 
Members for ſuch place is, 
or may be derived to a ma- 
jorky of the ſaid Electors. 


Provided the inhabitants of 
at leaſt 400 of the ſaid 
houſes ſhall have been aſ- 
ſeſſed, and paid their aſſeſſ- 
ment to the Poor's Rate 
within the ſaid place, for 


years immediately preced- 
ing the ſaid transfer; and 
alſo provided a majority of 


the inhabitants ſo aſſeſſed, 


and having paid their aſſeſſ- 
ment as aforeſaid, ſhall have 
petitioned Parliament for 
the faid transfer, 
Right 


(6179 
Right of Election in new 
Boroughs to be in Houſe- 


buolders who for a year pre- 


vious to any Election of 
Members ſhall have been 
aſſeſſed, and paid their aſ- 
ſeſſments to the Poor's Rate 
within their reſpective Bo- 
roughs. 
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APPENDIX. 


Paper I, 


Letter from the Rev. C. WVVIIIL to the Rev. 
James W1LkIiNSON. 


NzeroT's Horz, K1NG-STREET, ST! James's, 
Dec. 9, 1784. 


Dear Sir, 


Hope Mr. Shore has had an opportunity to 
ſhew you my firſt Letter, in which I gave 
him an account of what paſſed moſt material 
in my converſation with Mr. Pitt on Monday. 


By appointment, I ſaw him again yeſterday, 


and had another long and very confidential 
converſation with him. I truſt you think I 
have not been haſty in giving my efteem to 
Miniſters, or too apt to vouch for the inte- 
ity of their intentions. But, on this occa- 
ſion, I feel I ſhould act a mean and an ungene- 
rous part if I did not moſt explicitly declare, 
that if I had entertained any doubt before, 
reſpecting Mr. Pitt's zeal for the public cauſe, 
which I certainly did not, theſe converſations 
muſt have convinced me of the purity of his 
olitical character, and his ſincere and parti- 


_ cular attachment to the cauſe of Parliamentary 


Reformation, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt 
| | that 


(119) | 

that he will exert himſelf to the utmoſt of his 
power in the approaching Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and put forth his whole power and 
credit as a Man and as a Miniſter, honeſtly and 
boldly to carry a plan of Reform, by which 
our liberties will be placed on a footing of 
permanent ſecurity. I am happy to add, the 
proſpect of ſucceſs is improved beyond our 
utmoſt expectations. l 

In conſequence of this ſecond converſation, 
the idea I expreſſed to Mr. Shore, of the pro- 
priety, and even neceſſity, of a County Meet- 
ing for Yorkſhire this winter, is much con- 
firmed. It is due not only to the public cauſe, 
and to that couſiſtency of character which 
every man of honour wiſhes to preſerve, but 
in juſtice alſo to a Miniſter, who, for the 
public good, is reſolved to act ſo nobly diſin- 
tereſted a part. I have only time to add, 

J am ever, my dear Sir, 
Mlioſt cordially your's, 


— i = — OI. 2 — * 
22 —— 1 RO — 
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— 


entertain a moment's doubt but rhe! intelli- 


ſaw him on Monday and Wedneſday laſt : On 
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Paper II. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WrvitL to Conan 
| Hats. 1 


Nexor's Hor, Fine STREET, Sr. Janns' ', 
Dec. 13h, 180. | 


My dear General, 


OTWITHSTANDING our very un- 
lucky diverſity of ſentiment upon one 
queſion of very inferior moment, I cannot 


'gence I have to communicate will be moſt 
agreeable to ou. 

Before I left England, which, for heli 
you probably may have heard, I had intended 
doing for ſome months, I thought it due to 
the common cauſe to wait upon Mr. Pitt. I 


both thoſe days I had much confidential con- 
verſation with him reſpecting his ideas of Par- 
liamentary Reformation, and the moſt adviſe- 
able means of effecting it. But, confidential 
as it was, I think myſelf authorized to declare 
to you, that he will moſt certainly bring his 
Propoſitions on early in the next Seſſion ; that 
he will ſupport them to the utmoſt of his 
{trength, and put forth his whole power and 
credit, as a Man and as a Miniſter, honeſtly 
and boldly, to carry ſuch a meliorated ſyſtem 
of Repreſentation as may place the Conſtitu- 
tion on a footing of permanent ſecurity. I am 


happy to add, that the proſpect of ſuccels is 
improved 


al 
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improved much beyond our moſt ſanguine 


expectations. 

If, in conſequence of this encouraging in- 
nee Gentlemen ſhould; think of f meeting 
at York this winter, in order to give their 
ſupport to a meaſure ſo beneficial to the coun- 
try, I ſhould be ſorry to be abfent. Here, 

therefore, I mean to ſtay till the queſtion be 
aſcertained, whether a County Meeting will 
be held this winter in Yorkſhire. Before this 
converſation with Mr. Pitt, I had -uniforghly 
and ſtrenuoufly declared my opinion to all 
our ſriends with whom I had an opportunity 
to converſe, that after his declaration in the 
Houſe of his intention to agitate the ſubject 
this winter, we are bound by every tie of 
public duty and regard to private' character, 
and that confiſtency we all wiftr to maintain, 

to endeavour to call the County together to 
ſupport the meaſure; and however irkſome 
and inconvenient it may be to me perſonally . 
to attend, no ſuppoſable degree of fatigue or 
inconvenience ſhall deter me from once more 
joining thoſe friends, with whom I am proud 
to have acted fo long, in behalf of the com- 
mon caufe. 'I beg my beft compliments to 


your Ladies; and am, with great . er 


| Dear General, 
Your moſt fincere and faithful / 


humble ſeryant, 
| C. W VIII. 


Paper 1. 
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| | Paper III. | Are 11 
Letter from the Rev. C. Wr yr . Sir Tn6, 
Doxpas (now Lord DR DAs). 


| NzxoT's Hort, KinG-sTREET, ST Aus, 
Dec. 201, 1784. 15 


f 


Deer Bie, 
A having performed, in ſome tole- 
41 rable degree, what my duty to the York- 
ſhire Committee required, I now take the car- 
lieſt opportunity to communicate to you the 
reſult; of my late interview with Mr. Pitt. 
After much converſation on the ſubje& of 
Parliamentary Reformation, he authorized me 
to aſſert, that he means to bring that ſubject 
before the Houſe of Commons as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible in the next Seſſions; that he will ſupport 
his intended Propoſitions to the utmoſt of his 
ſtrength, and exert his whole power and cre- 
dit, a, a Man and as a Menifter,  bonefily and - 
Solaly, to carry ſuch a meliorated ſyſtem of 
Repreſentation, as may place the Conſtitution 
on a footing of permanent ſecur it. 

If the true Britiſh ſpirit of liberty ſhould 
be rouſed in Yorkſhire, as I truſt it will, by 
a declaration like this, and a County Meeting 
ſhould be called in order to ſupport ſo neceſ- 
ſary a meaſure, I truſt we ſhall have the ſup- 
port of Sir Thomas Dundas; whom I have 

$5 conlidered as one of the moſt zealous 


and truly diſintereſted friends to the propoſed 
| Reform, 


- m_ 7 IF 
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Reform, and by whoſe kind aſſiſtance, princi- 
pally, Unanimity which alone can render 
ſuch a Meeting effectual may be preſerved. 
I am, dear Sir, with great reſpec, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Ci. WYVILL. 
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NUMBER XXXI. 
Paper I. 


Letter from the Honourable C. J. Fox 10 Sit 
RoBeRT SMITH, Bart. Chairman of the 
Eſſex Committee; 


Sir, 
N obedience to an order of the Weſtminſter 
Committee, J have the honour of tranſ- 
7 to you a Copy of the Proceedings of 


eeting of the City and Liberties of 
Weſtminſtet, held in Weſtminſter Hall on 


| Wedneſday the 2d inſtant; as alſo a Copy of 


certain Reſolutions of the Weſtminſter Com- 
mittee, met at the King's-Arms Tavern, Pa- 
lace Vard, the ſame day. 

By the laſt of theſe Reſolutions you will 
perceive how deſirous the Committee are of 


acting In concert with all other Committees 
appointed for purpoſes ſimilar to thoſe for 


which they are themſelves inſtituted. 
You will give me leave to obſerye, that if 
Unanimity was a deſirable obje& in the Peti- 


tions themſelves, it becomes much more, ne- 


ceſſary in the formation of thoſe Plans of Aſ- 
ſociation Which the ſeveral Committees have 
been 


(125) 
been directed to prepare and lay before the 
adjourned Meetings of their reſpective Coun. 
ties and Cities; and that nothing is fo likely 
to produce ſuch an Unanimity as a free and 
unreſerved communication of ſentiments, 
either by letter or conference, or both, among 
thoſe who wiſh to promote the objects of the 
Petitions. - 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt - 
reſpect, Sir, . 
Fs Your molt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 
| C. J. FOX, 
Chairman of the 
Weſtminſter Committee. 


i# 
: . * . - 


Paper II. 


Letter fram the Honourable C. J. Fox to Sir 
RoBERT SMITH, Bart. Chairman of the 


\. Eſſex Committee. 


Sir, 


1 HAD yeſterday the honour of laying be- 
fore the Weſtminſter Committee your 
Letter of the 7th inſtant, as alſo the Reſolve 
of the Efſex Committee; and am directed to 
aſſure you, that there is nothing the Com- 
mittee have more at heart than that a good 
underſtanding ſhould ſubſiſt between the dif 
ferent Committees of the Kingdom, ſo that 
they may co-operate for the general * 
n 


* 
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With reſpect to the ſuggeſtion of ſending De-' 
legates to London, it is a meaſure they would 


highly approve, if it ſhonld appear to be agree- 
able to the ſeveral Committees; but would by 


no means wiſh ſuch a meaſure to be prefſed 


upon thoſe Committees to which it might be 
inconvenient. A General Meeting of fuch 
Delegates in London would, in their opinion, 
be the moſt deſirable of all meaſures; but 
they think a plan of that conſequence ought 

not to be attempted, till we can be ſure of a 
pretty general concurrence of the different 
Counties, and eſpecially of the County of 
York, which has taken ſo honourable a lead 
in this great buſineſs, In the mean-time, 
thoſe Counties, Cities, &c. who may think 
fit to ſend Delegates to London, may be aſ- 
ſured that the Weſtminſter Committee will 
think themſelves very happy in having an op- 
portunity of conferring with them upon mea- 
ſures neceſſary for the great purpoſes at which 
we all aim. In regard to the other object of 


eſtabliſhing a communication independent of 


the Poſt-Office, they think it leſs material, 
_ attended with great difficulty; but would 
be very glad to hear any ideas the Eſſex Com- 


mittee may have upon the ſubject. 


The Marquis of Carmarthen-was on Tues. { 
day laſt diſimifled from his office of Lord Lieu- 


tenant of the Eaſt-Riding of the County of 


York, for no other apparent reaſon than that | 


of his having ſignified his approbation of the 


Meeting at York; and yeſterday the Earl of 
Pembroke, who on "Tueſday laſt voted for a 


motiog 


. 


Ss. Dae _ td _ " a 
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mation relative to the controul of Public Exe 

penditure, ihe examination of Sinecures, Pen · 
ſions, &c. reſigned his office of Lord of the 
Bedchamber. to his Majeſty. I mention theſe 
circumſtances as ſerving to ſhow, that there 


is great reaſon to fear, that the objects of the 
Petitions are as diſagreeable to the Court, as 
they are certainly neceſſary for the ſalvation 
of the Country. e 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt 


reſpect, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant,, 
Go. FOR... 
Chairman of the 


Weſtminſter Committee, 
ST, Jus“ Sraxrr, . 
| Ft. 10, 1780. | | 


— 7 * 


I 
Paper III. 


Letter /rom Earl FIrZwWILILIAM i WILLIAM 
ChATLONER, Eſq; Chairman of the Meeting 

of the County of York. A 
Sir, | Un 
19 by the Newcaſtle Fly 25 copies of 
w. Mr. Burke's robs and have incloſed 
with them a little Pamphlet, intitled“ Facts,” 
ell worth the perpfal. The packet is di- 
rected to be ſent from North-Allerton by the 
Giſborough Poſtman, by which means, I truſt, 
it will get ſafe to the Priory,—L delayed 
| | ſending 
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; ſending them two days, that I might 0 


an account of the reception the Bill met with, | 

at the Committee. 

| After the motion © for the Order of the 

| ; Day“ had been made, Mr. Rigby expreſſed a 
; concern at being precluded thereby, from 
1 taking the ſenſe of the Houſe upon a Queſtion 
ly 


which he had in his hand, that he had penned ' 
himſelf, and had ſhown to no perſon whatſo- 
ever, upon the power of Parliament to take 
back, or in any way to interfere in the appli- 
cation of that incoine which Parliament had 
ſettled upon the King at his acceſſion, for the 
— of his Civil Liſt : Mr. Rigby declar- 
his own opinion, that Parliament had no 
| fu h power. The Friends of the Bill fired at 
this, as diſputing a principle, which was In 
fact admitted on all hands, by the unanimity 
of the ſecond reading; that ſtage, according 
to the practice of the Houſe, being the period 
at which the principle of every Bill was dif- 
puted : but if there was any man, who could 
heſitate about ſo clear and ſo neceſſary a doc- | 
trine, it was high time to bring that point to | 
a deciſion, or the Bill would be clogged in ] 
every ſtep by that principle not being admit- 
ted. They therefore oppoſcd the motion for, 1 
the Order of the Day, to give room for this 2 
propoſition of Mr. Rigby to be firſt decided, 0 
and the Miniſters ſupported the motion, to : 
prevent the deciſion ;. and — — a diviſion, the I 
Miniſters carried their obj by 205 to 199 +» x 
of courſe, the Houſe e irie into a 
Coniehityee, and a Debate enſued upon "Gel 
| + 
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ary, Or op he |S qr e doctrine, that 
right, to meddle 3 
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nothing can be done in Parket View 


muſt take care of yourſelves—But if you 


pf er b 
will Be aMſotu tee aaio fal £ 2d Him al | 


A better — is et Gal A 
rable, but in a manner 1 but of al 
things the moſt difficult to be 1 about; - 
No Plan, decetitly practicable, has yet been 
deviſed ; and till ſuch is ready, ev apy putty 
reſolution upon the ſubject 2 more to 
miſchif Than to good, becauſe it alarms, and 
does not ſatisfy But I ſhalt trouble you 
again with the farther -progreſs of the Bill. 
If the next Clauſe is thrown out (relative to 
the oe of Trale) in ro — the bu- 
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Goeſs is/pps and the Father; ſnould range 


his ow. Child. eim SH. 129 
175 I have tes bongu tg, be, with great efeem, 
9188 bt Vour molt 99 6thgvbs Yiu 
—5 ruin Ho humble ant, 0 WIS! 
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ir he Dandays were in the Minority on 
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e Wes neſday, Mz 2 25 e 37 7 2 
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o{ , Git bana? zl Hitt vom 145 mY 


hk ite Nu 4M OE To. nails 
T AM very ach mor ti is not lo 
my power to perform a du feel quo 
agreeable and honourable, as that pf attend- 
iog the Conupittee of Correſpandenee aud 
Aſſociation at vines on yunext and 
the, of. the County which: is 16.he 
held aho-{ulſequent da. 1191 04 2 2 15 21016 
Thel early negative, put. upon che . 

the Public, ure in the roo 
z; the refuſal: of, any acchünt of Places 
and Penſions held by Members chen lande 
ke ER done to the Conſtuntion: by the 
moval of the Earl ef, Rembroke 
L. Lord Lieutenancy of! (our County, 
ram the which./ his; Anceſtors. have db long 
-_ fo bonqurably. held; I believe, from its 
firſt, inſticution) for nn other poſſible; cauſe 
but for. having voted s a Free Man upijnce 
Pablic Queſtion f a8 well as by that of Ahe 
Marquis of Carmarthen from the Lord Lien: 
tenancy of the Eaſtꝰ Mding of Torkſhire z 
And ia the Houſe cf Common, hel pn: 
teeding to lay new 9 without taking 
| - | any 
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any, much leſs effefual ceconomical meaſures, 
in 5 We es to N of our Pe- 


ur, County in 


private bcwery, wage » 
on ſever of all 088 . on Va 
it js certain that triple the ſum hog — 


been, and may till be produced from 4þe ſup- 


preſſion of unneceſſary offices, ſavings in the 
ww N. eee ce 
ith require 6nly integrity ite 
throw 2 f e 
n ef -w very able Re 
— So, the Houſe; 10 
made into tkorbitant'Zonttabts ; 


ants: 2 to — 9 — ; 
ur chelr ou difpolry the! 
. — Accomnytalkewoik uh inde 
ntoadd Bifimereſted Ha 
y the Authbrs of our/Difttels;: nch a Man- 
ner us t001houk every Alen of parliatontut) 


Inde or Popular 
penelenty, or Popul le 


nevurſionmty reduction of hof Pi 
do mor: contrubutd tb the AAHH⁰tàlZe of the 
—— in unſwer to the Petitions Geſlräng an 
abolition of theſe that DO tonnd'(witHalph 
faion laid:Bown as fundamental i bythe 
porters of | ths Court, ui AMiuiſtors *itipboth 
Houſes, 4kac the infladkde f the Crown':is 
not dangerous to the Conftirurion;/ — fy 
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uxneaſogy; n confradition to the avidence bf 
our ſenſesc l to eis TI! It yns 9719 03 
© {Choſe fats thopprokend, aut; leove/ title 


doubt With an Rrachplder whorapprovtat of 


the. er mer Meeting. of: the noceſſic , of un : 
mediately aſſop iat for; the aαο m,] 
of hole indiſpes ſable objects ſtated in oι 
Petition in as Rang erm as: conflitational 
langwage cant inte“ 14140) or 23 9m 91 I 
But Lam ſetuſihle chat it muſt oer to or 
County) as it has already dong ta oer, 50 
wg ys gi be taken dg obtai 
gives Aue hepe, — — its 
preſent, ctireuoiancery er fecyrity can 
be had for preſervihg in future What we may 
have the goed: fortune en odtain in kd e. 
ment of It gives mt great! ſbtiß 
factioii to find; chat it has oecarred t heme t 
have reggurſe ta oner means than thoſe 
pureiy xivd, as well as flrictiy conſſitat ional. 
Though no one feels with mod concern tle 
abuſed whitth Dave taken place: in the; Militias, 
and particularly the departure from the n- 
cient, true; fundamentalꝭ and till oß hae yeurs, 
invariable-Militia Principles of khening them 
withit: their Coupties, exrept;/in; daſe of actual 
ipvaken (their profent difianc and: 
removals; ſer rg ooly to dſbmilate therm to 
y io principbe aud in habits, 
ſeilli have: thus confidenec 
Arn well as Milivia, 28 u preſent 
—— hape niiher ane rt b 
ay yd" Fr 8. 48 424: chr Lefranged 
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by 


6184) | 
eſtranged from a love of the Conſtitution; a8 
to give any juſt apprehenſigy of Danger. 
Two meaſures hive" offered themſeſves for 
conſideration, Which, inaſmach' as they aſe 
the Houſe of Commons mefely; come unqueſ 
tionably within the province of our County« 
—_— and cannot by any miſreprefentation 
be conſtrued to ariſe fiom improper motives: 
The one is to ſhorten the duration of Patlia- 
ments ; the other to equalize the Repreſenta- 
tion, Which at preſent oconfeſſedly bears no 
proportion either to the number of People, 
the quantum of Property, or the proportion 
of Public Contribution ; nor does it Bold to 
any rank or gefcription whatever; but is the 
mere child of accident of intrigue 
The People of England, I conceive, have, 
and always had a clear; unalienable, 'indefea- 
ble right. to the one und to the other; in 
their fulleſt extent, upon a ſtronger ground 
than that of any Act or Acts of Parliament. 
That the Houſe of Commons malt be free 
in every circumſtance of its Conſtitution, is 
the foundation ſtone of our Government. 
The ſame right which the People had for- 
merly, and through the bleſſing of God, 
exerted ſo happily for us their poſterſty, to 
have Parliaments frequently holden, when they 
were aggrieved by the Crown's witli-bolding 
them, now goes to have them frequently und 
equally choſen, when it appears; through the 
length of the duration, and the inequality of 
the Repreſentation, that they are till more 
aggrieved than they were formerly by — 
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total want of them: AH Wichis ho 


pear to be the N of 
people, collected 1 * dt her eitlie- in 2 
Meetings, or inan 

there can be not oubt but chat he 
Laws will be immediately enacted to veſtore 
rhe Conſtitution toit proper. principles in 
theſe partieblarł y ſor it is not to 

that the pre ſamt defectiue reſentationh 
would venture.tb oppoſe cha ſt ſenſe of 
thoſe from hoi they derive all their authd- 
rity, inuch leſi chat the Houſe of Dor ds, eonſti- 


tuted as it i or tlie Crowweonld be ſo 1. 


adviſed as to deny their concurrence andcaF 
dent to ſo ſalutary a Reform, ina part of the 
which more particularly 


ſnould hold mylſelt criminal in the ſappreſſion 
of them when called for. tr will be fur the 
_— to judge; whether they will proceed 

to Declaratory Reſolutions onithe ſubject of 
them, and then wait till the ſenſe of the veſt 
of the Kingdom is ſo far known or whether 
they will be contented finally without puſhing 


the Right of the People to ita utmoſt extent, 


by inſiſting upon an Annuab Election, and a 
total change of the Repreſeuttion. There 
are men, of whoſe integrity there is but one 
voice, and whoſe j ent deſerves every 
attention throughout who foreſee 
more inconvenience than, I confeſs, I do in 
the whole extent of theſe Propoſitions, Be- 


ſides, the conſequences of great changes have 


I want 14 been, 


er-conſticuridrna! mode, | 


| 


8 
been dn all times, fa ancertaios chat it may be 
e avid them i eſpecially as. ĩa 
płrſent inhſtanee, mom free iu own, that 
far a8 l iam gagable of judging, every end 
May he ubtained by! the ntpeal of the Septen- 
Niz]' aa! AQ aud Þ neatongble addition of County 
Membern cheſen by diftrits,cor under ſome 
regulation bich might preclude all unneceſ- 
ſoty ænpe nee But I all moſt willingly fub- 
{ribs tu tha diſatetion and wiſdom: of che 
Moecting, in this and ever other eonſideration 
A expedioocy; and Idee nel upon: che ge- 
Heraluy and gapdout) of) the Caumty aid the 
— Oh 2 4 — inter. 


l If a Fo —— «f 
attending ww. prion, whan 1 might explain 
vlarly upon each part, a 
require. — o 
— 4.2 to prove, the ſinaerity and 

eankitency ot my conduct upon all aut anom; 
ut moſt af all in the County of my rakdencn, 


aul aming à neigbbourhood whaic: good opt 
| nion muſt in theend: wake the commſont an 


Honchir of mt 27] - 1.40. gags le) 
2d baue: the hangnr ta he, with great naſpad 
and comſide tion, Dir, if Nad bas 526" 

2912” 20) ol 10bedicot ? ola 
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Letter Jeon the Rev. C. Wrviil to the Hon. 
C. J. Ton. 42 


8 abb 


I Deferred calcite the honour of 
your letter, with an account of the pro- 


ceadings 34 che tate General Meeting of Wet 


minſter ingſeſed, boping I hand be able to 
attend the York Committee on the 3d of this 


month;* and fhoald have the fatisfad to 
concur. officially 


17” BS 1. „ | 


nee: iy — 
— the Yorkſhire: Fort of Af 
cimian h the Ciay of Waſtawaltet” will be 
canfhiderad! by the Gentlemen at Vockasan 
eveat/nf thei utmalt;importagce:; te) fronre 
that unagunity: which /youibave: ſa property 
recammaended in your circular letter d 


— . 
the Cumſtientüum. 2000 amp} 91943 jb e 
les the honour to be, ir: dali 

- © -Your moſt obedient ll 
Pogtor 18 til C. IVILL. 
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Lener from the Rev! C. Wevir e Sir 
Resser Siren, Br, 


ben Dime. ie | 
aa , Fer 4278, 
Dear Giptoto 4 os ni Jiabao turm 
incloſed inſtructions to the Deputies 
ef this Committee were yeſterday agreed 
tay. the largeſt Meetiug which we have yet 
had ; 60 Gentlemen were preſent. The De. 
puties are Mr. ghore Sir James Norcliffe, 
and myſelf. An Addreſs from the Committee 
10 the Electors of the Counties, Cities, & 
was alſo unanimoufly agreed to but, on a 
count of its great length, i is ĩimpoſſible to 
Tranſmit a copy of it at preſent. That pioct, 
with the inſtructions, will ſoon be printed, and 
ſent throughout the From the 9 
great diſtante of this County from London, 
it is very inconvenient to Gentlemen to attend 
a Meeting there. It was thereſoreifourd ad- 
viſable to keep co our firſt numbet of De- 
131171 bad om Mo 
Lam, Sir, with great reſpect, 
* - Your moſt obediendſervant, . 
1 21 part WYVILL. 
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Piper U. B 


Vetter — Viſcount Manon, e Rev Dr: 
Richard Ry INNO, ard the Rev. E- 
MUND MARSHALL, Deputies for the County 
Nee to the Rev. C. WTvIIX. | 


£47 : ET * 4 


att wits 4 nr 

2 PET Ea , Ard 
wrt F f SOTO» tl; 45336t ti if 

\ She. important queſtion will probabiy bo 

- agitated''in the Meeting of Deputies, 
Whether the Petition to be preſented to 
Parliament ſhould be preſented by us on be- 
half of out ſelves, or ſhould be preſemted by 
us as Agents and Delegates; weithink it ne- 
ceflary/ito inform you (and through you to 
inform the — — can, nor 
will join in any Petition to Parliament, to be 


22 by us in the name of orb fleffors 


Englaod. We nm be, 
1 Sir, 1:36 20014 & 38 Nod! 


reg; 9] :Your moſt obedient 0e, þ 
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ohe wr ts 10 EDM. MARSHALL. 


Toth Re C. Wyvill, ig ud 2197991, 03 
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Letter tom #be Rev. C. WevidL 46:\Yifount 
| e443 .v32A wh Maren. AC ' 1.1 2154 
| TIHLLU G1 20) * 12 E GHU: 


e Ader March 18, i. 
My Lord, 


Cannot ſend your | Lordſhip the ipcloſed 
official letter unaccompanied by a few lines 
of private ednmunic ation. 'Thegdebaterye hen 


| day ens u very unequal one; the 'opini 
l the Meeting ran y for retaining the 
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Il} grounds on which could argue for ſtriking 
| ic out, was/the danger of divifior: among our 
| folves, and this advantage ie might afford the 
Enemy, wollen carrivd! 1 
111 | tack the Committee as unconſtitutlonal und 
[ll | rendiug 10 danger; a queſtion 1 ſhoold- be 
| 

| 

| 


forry to truſt to the Gecifon of. the preſent 
Houſe at a time of ſuch nationab laugubr and 
#14 dejection. The legality of acting is Deputies 
Il I not only cenſider as incontrovertably cer- 
11 tain, but Lam alſu perſuaded, that without 
ma ſome ſueh meaſures for preſerving a ſyſtema- 

1 ticat union amongſi the people, their efforts 
114 to redreſs public grievances, in a pad way, 
— | mult ever be unſucceſsful. But conſidevidg. it 
If as a matter of prudence; Paw of. opinjou. 
1 r Lordſhip, that it would have been wiſe 
1 Lade es out any paſſage which is liable to be 
1 conſtrued as a claim to act by deputed autho- 
11 rity, It would have been wiſe in the Meet- - 
j . . bog 
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in of Deputies oo have boen comment; fn 
to introduce the preceteum and to 
times of more pdblic Ipit it c avow t ght. 


gut che opinior-of Mr. Dani im ο,οjntb t 


retaining ih eomeſted . οm 
mon on in petitions where no pietenſton v 
deputed authbrity could be intended;oderer- 
mined chie:Mecting tp'to! pive up the gaſs 
ſage. I was ſorry for 3 opinion 
ſhould not on farther cn ri have equal 
weight with your 'Lordfhip;/'T ſhall be moſt 
truly conterted indeed; If diſſentions in 
our all hand connot be if a ſe- 
paration mult take place on grounds like this, 
and i blic, 
I for one muſt give up all hope of 
our Conſtitution ; but. I this to one who 
feels as warmly for the liberties of his Coun- 

y as day mad In 5 I cherefote truk ic N 
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de: Dunk ae vewilling w ſuppom tue Phtjtiva of \the 
ties to t of Co 
tar they Pettioned in behalf” Bf. e e VO at. 
mitted, His reaſon was, that a Petition in hehalf 
alone prepay Genes Bo. coyapen, any as 


from om the pace of atyres, arlia. 
TEE Sue, wh e ba ka — 2 25 | 
RIDE e ES | 
TEE! 5 L 1595 "ik x evi BD 


bas he Fe c 


character ee * 
2 1113 — 


was ie 3 


i C 


—— attenti 


2 
—— 
— — 


* 

4 

C | 

5 
15 

* 


— — 


—— 


— — —ę—„-᷑: — = 


wy - 


L 


— z > ew — uHIU—4 „ 
= = TD : 4 - N 
T ̃ ——— . ˖— . 
- : : —— — 


— - — — — — — 
— — — — —— 


— —— 
— — 


— — 


—— 
= 2 
— A 


= 


_ — 
— IE 
— — — — 
hoon — 2 — 


(14 

not bei for him to ecede thy the 
Petition as ihus explained by the Meeting. «: 
ITbe Petition will be aid — 
den et the St. Alban's Tay 
| ; Sir G. Savile — — 
days after 3 therefore / thought it matarial to 
communicate what I bad to ſay to your Lord 
hip with as much diſpatch as-poflibles bonir 
| Ian, my Lord. Agel 
A nt Wich high reſpect. 0 gon lad 

ou »/ 11:4; And maſt ſineere regard. 
oizqoHi | Your faithful 2 ſervant, 

5 eee eee 
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from the Rev. C W to, Viſgount 
* ; alſo with th neceſſary Alterations, 


10 the: Rev. Dr. RYSCROPT, and. Ti 

— — . G nt | 5 wit — 
r 
3: . we Me. Mackay: 447 20. 
dreſſed to me, as Praſideht uf the Meeting of 
Deputies, was yeſterday laid before thar re 77 


ſpectable body; 75 directed by them 
repreſett to your Lordſhip, and your nd 
Colleagucs, that he Falinpa adopted by the 
Deputies does, in their judgment, ſtand clear 
of any, objections which migbt be flated 
a a Petition, ſigned. by rr 
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(143) 
the character and authority of Delegates or 


Deputies.  'The following extract from their 
Petition is the 9 — 3 
the moſt diſtarit ap of adrancing 


* 5 6 
claim. | I TY ALIKAUL | 
behalf of 


TY 
FLA 


«. Your: Petitianers. therefore, on 
themſelves and others, their fellow-ſubjed 
joined with your * in the ſad Peti- 
tions, appealing t the quſtieeg” & c.. 

But as Gmilaryexpreſſions are uſual in P 
titions ſot the lnoloſure of commonai Se. dy 
perſons he Aſſume no deputed anthority, 
the Meeting: of Deputies conceive, that, an 


fair conſtruction, the paſſage in queſtion is 


not liable t theſimputation of conveying any 
claim to tho) character — And 
they reſt; wis complete aſſuratee / in this opi 
nion, findingi it confirmed! by one f the 


greateſt lav authorities in the kingdom; 1 


mean, by Mr. Dunnisg. 20 tliw dona 
On theſe, grounds I am directed to expres 


the hope and the moſt, earneſt wiſh off 


Meeting that their Petition may ye receive 
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tA 21917 qu 6918 void 1 Paper Vi 

-nim1919b od yarn Did 109 5 vebor 

2 303 fff N live 291 nga 203 your 

1 ni bor paivbs 1097 nomabnans frog 
* d »*3 TC 


who 


— —— — — f — 


— — <_— —— — — Jy D — — — j — 4 Ä — 
rr rr er — — — 


3 


f ontiappily that ſhould be the Cafe, Mr. 
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toner Is {gil ati is: ail wy n 585 
Lear from. he Rey. Ke LE 


Dunkin, 1 

v Mudt 30 2 debe e ve Hi, 
oa 554 ol nien bud Ne adh 
915 r r. 2 )J¹i2. il 1G07 Hi DeH⁰ỹ 
1 HAVE the pleaſure 0 aur vod that Si 
Savlle 46 well — 

will pcobuhly be able to arten eh, He 
make the nent motion on be Depitier” — 
— Vz. to — — oe mets 
vlout reaſons, N N of / hſequente 
thut you- and Sir ſhould! alt" — 
ther on that detiſidn 5 ah he cbFtalifly will 
operate with you, if 26 anfortanate re lupſe 
mbuld mute fothlaw' exertion impYUdticable. 


Duncombe will be in'town'ttout e Ad, 
of next week z and t Wik be ter of Geli. 
beration in thax ſtate of th jv Ither: it 
wilt do prudem to make x —_— for- A 


3 by MevDwic _ — — 


tions of that kind. your . at — 
es ron ied Friedds i Parliament 
vb eu may conſult upon the ſu muſt 
be deciſive with the Deputies. This, l not 
be able to meet, and confer with you upon it; 
they will, I believe, break up their Aſſembly 
to- day; but whatever may be determined by 
you, the Deputies will rely with the moſt 


confidence in your advice, and in the 
prudence 


eK AKK 
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prudence. and propriety of whatever reſulu- 


tion you may form upon their buſineſs. But. 
I truſt you will not be driven to decide upon 
the prudence of advancing another ſtep with- 
out Sir George on the ground of our Petition. 
I flatter myſelf there is no reaſon to think he 
will not be able to act, as I am ſure he anxi- 
ouſly wiſhes to do. He only cannot authorkze 
me yet to fix any thing deciſlively.with you 
If the motion for a Committee ſhould un- 
expectedly be carried, there are ſo many juſt; 
exceptions to be talen, in the preſent mat, 
nagement of the public money, tbat I cons; 
ceive the diſſiculty Which may ariſe in the 
progreſs of the buſineſs befora the Committee. 
will be, not to find abuſes to complain of, but 
to determine what abuſe to begin with, where 
ſo many demand correction- 'Fwo motions 
you have already ſuggeſted; with either of 
which the attack might very properly com- 
mence, The Loan might poſſibly afford a 
third; or ſomething might be done upon the 
ground of the Reports from the preſent Com- 
miſſion of Accounts. But this it will be time 
enough for you and Sir George Savile to 
ſettle, when you have carried the motion for 
a Committee. It is enough at preſent, that 
matter proper for the ' conſideration” of the 
Committee, if it ſhall be obtained, may eaſilf 
be found. gas 4 ice, to 1 AQ =>) Hou 
I ſhall leave London this afternoon, mean- 
Ing to return home to Burton - Hall, near: 
Bedale, in, Vorkſhire, Where I. ſhall hope xa 
have the honour of hearing from you, ihany: 
92 K advice 
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advice or information ſhould oe which 
you may think material to communicate. 

IJ am, dear Sir, with high N 417114 

. Vour moſt faichful D e 
be hantieren, 1 
20 111929 0 29 C. WYVILL. 

P. 8. if Sir Gectze Mould not be able) to 
attend upon this buſineſs, I find, on conver- 
ſing with him, he is clearly ef opinion} that 
it is of great conſequence to bring on the 
peta Pa, os obtain a deeiſion of the Houſe 
upon the ſubject. He ſeems to think it is tan 
object of much greater importance, that he 
thing ſhould by no means be omitted, yore i 


jus "wins * — os 2 . 7 . 
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r Stiould not have failed to trouble: you'with 
an earlier acknowledgment of both your 


; — (the firſt of which I found here on 
my return to Town laſt Wedneſday) if l had 


not been induced to hope that I ſhould be 
able dy this poſt to have communicated to 


you _ fate of eue which Sir George 
Savile 


4 


11 2 


Os we: ! 


69 
$avite had propoſet to bring acider the con 
ſideration in the Houſe his day. —— Bur it 


ſeems, 


to be the general fenſe, that a longer notice 
would be proper, and a probable means of 
procuring a larger attendance. I came into 
the Houſe juſt as the converſation upon the 
ſubje& was cloſed, too late to ſuggeſt, if I had 
» myſelf F which 5 I was 
not, that next "Tueſday (this day fe'nnight) 

which the RP Ag A 4 2 5 
be in a Newmarket Week; by which,'I fear, 
we ſhall loſe. more than We haye any hopes of 


gaining by the adſpurnment; eipecially a8 


dummer is coming on by ſuch rapid ſtrides as 
to be daily diminiſhing the number of thoſe 
who have uo intereſted motiye to ſta longer 
within the ſmoke of London. his, how- 


ever, is of leſs impottauee than it would be, 


if we had flattered” ourſelves with fa 
hopes of any other effect of the Petition than 
that, in which) you cannat be: diſappointed, of 
ſhewing that the general deſpondence is not 
univerlal; and that there are {till ſome men 

left, why will be ready to ſtep forth 
the Public Service, if an Ls appactapicy Ball be 
given to ſerve it"effettually. ALL 
Whatever may be. the ultimate ie of 
all this, ſuch efforts in ſuch a cauſe deſerve, 
and ſobner or later will receive the Public's 
erateful acknowledgments ; of which no man 
las, in my opinion, a fairer claim to ſo large 
K 2 a2 ſhare 


he imparted to the Houſe Ve- 
ſterday his intention i doing ſo, be found it 
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| ' a fhare as he whom: | ap the. honour. of 
La jg n Ae 
| 1 am, with great Eg) and eſteem, . * 


— 
1 2 —— - 


Dear Sir, 1. | 22 We 
. Your "wy bumble Ge. a 4 
bus N DUNNING, . 


Paper VI. 


lt may be here remarked 6 4 Reader, neither faftidious, nor 
1 hoſtile to Political Reformation, that in this, and the five. pie- 
1 ceding Letters; little more is contained than {ome minute parti- 
— 1 culars reſpeQi the meaſures of two W now nearly for- 


4 
ſ 
q 
1 
: 

l 


7 


gotten. And this objection is at leaſt as euble to this Letter 
of Mr. Dunning's as to ſome of thoſe which precede it. Ftom the 
vature of the ſubject, it unavoĩdably conſiſts of a detail to which 
even his uncommon powers could have imparted nothing which 
<ould intereſt the General Reader. And by ſuch ir may be ſaid, 
This Letter may have been written NN the famous Dunning, thy | 
profound Lawyer, the acute and ted Speaker, and t | 
corruptible Member of a moſt corrupt Aſſembly, I here is, 10 0 | 
66 e Nominis Umbrs. 25 by bi has, his ſignature, wh it has 25 | 
_ elfe that is of im , indeed, to the Edi 
himſelf. Why ben ihn the Book be elled with Papers which { 
qty y might have DOE Ar e KW | 
o this objeQion the Edirot » A hat this Collection of 
Is Readet ; it is intended for the [ 
\ 
E 
t 


— 


—„—᷑Vęçv I 
— 


—— — —„—ed 


— 


— —˙T—— 


| al of men, Who, knowing the value of their Rights, J 
ing the danger, of their entire extinction, may now wiſh to be 
— informed by what means the undue Infleence of the Crow 
was ſucceſsfally oppoſed, and. the progreſs towards Deſpotie 
Power was checked, about the middle of the preſent reign. There 
are who think, as the Editor thinks, that fince the period alluded 
to, the Crown-has acquired, a more alarming Influence than ever, 
and that the Conſtitution has been too much injured, in the moſt 
material part. of the-Fabric to ſtand long as it is : that it muſt un- 
dergo a ſubſtantial repair, ot ĩt muſt — fink in runs, Fot ſuch 
men as theſe the details of this Collection are intended ; "and. to 
them, the Editor truſts, they will not be unacceptable. 
Reſpecling the Meetings of Depaties held in 1780 and 1786, 
has been anxious to recover, and to lay before every mi- 
nute Naar becauſe the neceſſary cottection of 3 ought 
ta be effefted by popular application to Parliament: and In ſuch 
Meetings the wiſhes o ſthe People with the leaſt difficulty may be 
collected, and applied to Fatliameui * the greateſt and molt 


eontiaucd eſfect. 
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Dear Sir, var 'g | | "ON 


HE fncloſed account of the eee 

at the laſt Meeting of our Yorkſhire” 
Committee, includes a more correct copy of 
their Deputies Report than that which 1 
hope you received ſome poſts ago. I have 
the pleaſure to aſſure you, the reſolution to 
perſevere and firmly ſupport the Aſſociation 
of this County was the clear and unanimous 
ſenſe of the Meeting; which, in point of 
numbers, and'weight of property, was cer- 
tainly one of the moſt reſpectable which has 
been held at York. I truſt, the firmneſs of 
the Aſſociated Counties will in the end pre- 
vail, by the acceſſion of the Nobility ; if the 
eager advocates for Annual Parliaments, and 
the right of | Univerſal Suffrage, can be in- 


In this view, theſe Letters reſpecting thoſe Meetings in 1780 
and 1781, are not wholly unimportant. Some of them ſhow, the 
orderly manner of their Proceeding, and their ſtrict attention to 
Parliamentary uſage ; and others ſhow, what it is material to 
ſhow, that ſuch men as Sir George Savile and Mr. Dunning ap- 
2 thoſe Deputations ; conſidered them and their meaſures to 

to Law and the Conſtitation; — in Parliament 
E Petition of the 
ond Deputation. 

To ſeveral Papers in other Numbers of this Collection, the 
objection here conſidered, be thought applicable. But in 
thoſe caſes alſo, the ſame or fimilar ing, it is hoped, will 
furniſh a ſuſſic ĩent juſtification. 
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duced to give their hearty aſſent to the leſs 
extenſive, but more practicable plan approved 
by the General Deputation. But if the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs does not convince them 
of the neceſſity of joining us on that ground 


of Parliamentary Reform; if the People them- 


ſelves, in theſe times of diſtreſs and danger, 
cannot be united in ſome feaſible plan, it will 
not be ſurpriſing, if the Nobility thould de- 
cline embarking with them 

I hope you have received from Sir James | 
Norcliffe a number of copies of the account 
given by the General, Deputation of, their 
own proceedings. The publication of it hav- 
ing been delayed ſo long, obliged the York- 
ſhire Deputies to make a ſeparate, Report to 
the Committee: at York, otherwiſe they cer- 
tainly would'haye contented themſelves with 
delivering the account 1 the n Depu- 

tation. Io 

I am, S, iy 
With great. e 
Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 

G WYVILL, | 
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Letter fron the Rev. C. Wei to Dr. 
Joun Jeu." KO DOG. 
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BonronHouy u. ; apa * 
Dear Sir, ; 


HE incloſed account of ee at the 

laſt Meeting of the Committee at York 
will, I think, afford you ſome ſatisfaction, as 
it proves the Vorkſhire Gentlemen to be firm 
in the cauſe of Public Reformation, although 
in the preſent deſpondence of the People it js 
not eaſy for them to determine what ſteps are 
next to be taken. That will very much 
depend upon circumſtances ; and among 
others, chiefly on the appearance of a better 
and more general ſupport next winter. I 
own I do not expect any thing can be done, 
if the plan which has been adopted by ſeveral 
Counties, and approved by the laſt General 
Deputation, is not conſidered by the friends 
to Mr. Cartwright's plan as deſerving their 
ſupport. - It ſeems pretty evident, from what 
has paſſed in the Nation for ſome time, that 
the Counties have not by any unneceflary 
caution fixed their terms of Reformation too 
low; on the contrary, they find they have 
not only to ſtruggle againſt the power of Go- 
vernment, but againſt a large body of perſons 
who are from intereſt or prejudices of various 
kinds averfe to a Parliamentary Reform, how- 
ever they may complain of the Corruption of 
K 4 Parliament, 


| 


( 152.) 


Parliament. The only chance there is of 
ſucceeding in the attempt to Reform that 
corrupt Aſſembly depends entirely on this eir- 
cumitance : if the people can detach the latter 
claſs above-named from co-operating with 


Government in ſupport of the preſent abuſes, 


by their own firmneſs, union, and moderation, 


and by contenting themſelves with that plan | 
which is the leaſt offenſive to the party whoſe 


aſſiſtance they want. In this eaſe, although 


the ſtruggle would probably be a hard one, 
I think there would be good reaſon to expect 


the iſſue would be in our favour. Bur if the 
Gentlemen who wiſh for Annual Parliaments 


and the right of Univerſal Suffrage, will not 
Join the Coynties, but will continue to repre- 
ſent their plan as not worth a ſtruggle, you 
may depend upon it the confequence will be 
Not that the Counties will adopt the more ex- 
tenſive plan, but that, finding themſelves op- 


ed by Government and the Nobility, and 
not ſupported by the more eager part of the 
popular body, they will grow tired of the 
conteſt ſo evidently unavailing, and diſſolve 


their Committees; or if they keep together, 


it will be in ſuch a ſtate of inefficiency as the 
Ariſtocratical Party would gladly fee them 


reduced to, namely, to ſerve the mere pur- 


poſe of a County or a City Election. 
I wiſh my ſentiments may be fortunate 


enough tp have your approbation; but I am 


ſo clearly convinced that nothing can be done 


for the public good if the body of the people 


cannot be united, that 1 will venture once 
moe 


(5s) 


more to repreſent _ the neceſſity there is for 
every caution, for every prudential effort to 
prevent or to heal the popular diſſentions. 
Things cannot long remain in the preſent 
ſituation; the extinction of the Committees 
muſt take place, unleſs the real friends oſ 
Parliamentary Reformation will all unite on 
the ground already occupied by ſo conſider- 
able a part of the nation. That ground can- 
not be changed without a total breaking up 
of thoſe bodies who have yet the courage to 
act. Believe me ever, 
Dear Sir, with true eſteem, 3 
4 mon * ſervant, 
| C. WYVILL,/ 
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Dear Sir, 


OUR . of. — and of December I 
| did not receive till laſt night, having left 
| — on account of Mrs. Wyvill's bad ſtate 


of health, and our deſire to conſult the beſt 


; Phyſicians here, about the time your letter. 
was written. I therefore take the earlieſt 
opportunity to thank you for it, and to aſſure 
you how highly I value the marks of eſteem 
and confidence with which you have ho- 


caſions. With reſpect to the ſubject of your 
letter, I fear, I can ſay little that may quite 
accord with your ſentiments, but what I have 
often ſaid before, that I deteſt. the principle 
of the American War, and expect, whatever 
the event of it may be, that it will not be 
terminated without ruin to our Liberties, or 
to the grandeur of our Country, 

The diſcontinuance of it, I therefore think 


with you, is an event moſt deyoutly to be 
wiſhes, 


noured me on this, as on ſeveral former oc- 


PK C FT © p Oe I I 
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wilhed,, aud if it had not been propoſed-by: 


the Petition. of, London, &c. as the only obje#. 
of Redreſs, but on the contrary, meaſures had 


been taken by the popular Meetings to bring 


for ward the complaint of fundamental grie- 
vances in the ſtate of Parliament, conjuncty 
with a remonſtrance in oppoſition to the 
American War, in that caſe, I ſhould have 
wiſhed: to ſee Yorkſhire follow the motion of 
the City of London; and ſhould moſt ſincerely 
have thought the Nobility, who engaged in 
ſupport of that conjunct plan, deſerved the 
warmelt legal efforts of every independent 
man to aſſiſt them to obtain that power which 
we ſhould- then have reaſon to think would 
be employed for the preſervation of our ſink - 
ing Conſtitution. But I ſhould conſider the 
adoption of the London Petition by the 


Coumy of York as a total, though tacit de- 


reliction of the Parliamentary Reform which 
is the principal object of our Aſſociation, and 
which would thus be given up, only for the 
chance of obtaining, by a change of Miniſtry, 
a Peace with America ſomewhat earlier, and 
on ſomewhat better terms than we' are likely 
to have it from thoſe who are at preſent in 
poſſeſſion of power. This would be the beſt 
that could happen; but if Yorkſhire and the 
other Counties ſhould follow the Metropolis, 
and be rejected by the Throne, the preſent 
diſcoyragement of the People would be till 
increaſed ; not to mention the obvious proba- 
bility, that the attempt in Yorkſhire might 

. increaſe 


| 


4 increaſe the unfortunate diſſention between 
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the Nobility there and the Aſſociation, or per. 
haps break up the Aſſociat ion itſelf, If in all 
this I have the misfortune to be of a different 
opinion from Sir G. Savile, as well as you, I 
ſhall de much concerned indeed; for no per- 


fon, not even yourſelf, can have a higher ves 


neration for him than I moſt truly have.” But 
I conceive myſelf bound in duty to the Public, 
to declare my ſentiments without reſerve, 
though with the moſt unfeigned and heart- 
felt deference for his far ſuperior experience, 
and the unſpotted purity of his character. — 
J have only to add . in theſe ſentiments I 
am by no means fingular, as I have found, in 
the courſe of a late ndence on the 
ſubject with our excellent friend, Mr. Maſon, 
as Chairman of the Sub-Committee at Vork, 
and alſo with ſeveral ane, Members of the 
Fomminede:” * ng 10 Ro! 
TIFF I am, deny Giri: ; 4 4 13 ef 
0 rr With great dend, f 7 elder 
Moſt truly von pay ER 1 
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Rev Sir, + 4415 n u WA; \ 
1225 myſelf much honoured 955 your 
note, and, the communication of the 
dreſe., I am far from making myſelf à judge 
in political matters, but I cannot help approv- 
ing the ſpirit and object of it, and hope that 
by theſe publications men may be prepared 
to exert themſelves with judgment and eſſect, 
whenever the ſtate of things ſhall'Be favour- 
m_ it. At _ what you As, Fanſe 
of "aj oniſhment, is in this the country, 
4 pauſe- of indifference.” I the time muſt 
certainly come whew the A1 will ce: ats 
tentton. 1 „r 
"Though (BAG; promiſe you. D 
cols at prefent,'T think it right to have fuch 
pieces as. this Addreſs in the way of. thoſe 
who ought to read them; and therefore hall 
be . to you for a few copies of it.“ 
en re e Warte 
1 "Yo Rev. Sir; * b 
1 our ver humble — wie 1h 
tna 8 4 Fd. 
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culator for the temper of this age. His Theology 
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not un K — Country for the ee 
and the relicky He v 5 — Bp ety by 
exile in —.— . aſhip rotection; and 
his magnanimity | under his —— ommanded general 
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1 bond IG A under a milder and 


Nation, os an of Mr. Pitt, 

more liberal and philoſophic than that bf Addington.“ My 
be ane; yt; the fruits of ſo happy a change that the certainty 

rſonal ſafety. and protection, by the juſtice and liderality of 
— ay encourage this geſgedtable Exile dn from 
his 89:verited baniſhmen; and may; he; end ibi days in peace: and 
honour in his native country ; among Rogliſhoen 8 
dl tho erucl — een ſolke ted ſo ne to be- 
ogme the victim. 2 e at Ng ſurrwog A of Gh 
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tention (thewph unavoidably 
r ee MW gegner 
acknowledged my reſpe@& and regal d on ur 


count of the very actibe 700 have taken 
in behalf of the Conſtitütiom ad Nigtits Gf 
the People. At che fare time, Tait fbee to 
confeſs ty furpriſe at th Wrrer claus vf the 
the third teſclution ey he Vor 
Committee ön the 4th" HE! "whicl?' : 
leaves td the next Salons 81% for 

2 more Egual Repreſentatlon. THis" _ 

appearih to me fatal in its conſeentes 
fer me, Sir, t64fſipn ſome reaſons! fer "par. 
ſuing the a ppheatier immediately, in which the 

— mould 4% vigorotilly unite; "and 
I have the pleuſure to adele this to be the 


opinion of Teudiug men in the Middicſex, 


Weſtminſter, ad Lopden Convmitteds?” ' 

It is inpoſlible* to conceive, of an e 
when Miners haves Been more 4 "to 
vs, or have%Hid'rhar pledge” to do juftice th 
us ſtronger vr freſher — — own mind, 0 
in thoſe af tlie People, than at prefetit?” 
can thelra gd W- fr ever? be Tappoſed gronger 
over the Cure or their union more uithroken 
among themſelves; and never have the Peoj 
been mote awake an ore ready n 
MiniſteIwyeir duty: Patriotiſm is ſeldi 
kriowh' t&'\iriprove By OMe In this'reigit it 
has — —— . faireſt —— 
can entertamef Mibiſters is, that they Hat 
— „and be —— — 

gland Peoples If fochely, however, they 
rn whole of their good intentions, 
they 


f iGo ) 
they 1 will nevertheleſs gladly ſee, the) natipnal 


ſpirit even riſe; for Reformation; that, tand 


ing on this baſis, they may offer; the more 
potent and certain motiyes for influencing. a 
reluctant Court. Beſides, as they are now 

ving us baubles, and toys, which, without 
ern exerted, may gull and quiet the Public, 
the Public in conſequence. may be further off 


from their Fundamental Reforms, than if 


nothing had been granted them. Hqw long 
this Miniſtry may continue in office, 90 one 
knows; which is another reaſon, for not 
waiting, leſt we loſe the influence of office in 
our fayour. But, to chooſe what I am afraid 
is truer ground: if e keep up the ſtruggle 
now, Miniſtry, may think we are nat to be 
trifled with; but when, delay Jhews te them 
and to the Court that we may be ſafely pur 
off, they may delay, far ever , and in the 
mean - time, thoſe who are moſt our friends 
in Miniſtry, by delay will be put out of coun» 
tenance in their requeſts in our favour... And 
I own.it ſeems a new idea of the people to 
expect gratuitous conceſſions from heir ruler 
all great reformations in favour of Liberty, 
and of popular Rights having been extorted. 
not granted. Not to mention that When any 
Dot. is to be obtained, wiſe Negotiators know 
that it is always prudent to make the demand 
at leaſt as high as the conceſſion/expeRed, to 
Rae the exact conceſſion that, ĩs attainable. 
here is a ſtrong argument qr two alſo oc- 
curring, founded on the junsture of our af - 
in To condug the kg / with 
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vigour, thaſe Who conduct it muſt have eon: 
fidence confidence muſt be got by compli- 


ance with wiſhes and thoſe wiſhes muſt be 
loudly, generally, and -withont ceaſing ex; 
prefled;; to prevent their being miſtaken or 
overlooked. While our affairs remain diſ- 
treſſed, the neceſſity ob this confidence will be 
more and more ſeen ; hut the events of Wat 
or of Peace not being to be foreſeen, a ſmall 
alteration in our affairs abroad may ſuperſede 
the neceſſity of looking for confidence from 
any other ſource at home. Beſides, at preſent . 
the ola Miniſters and Gourtiers'will. be more 
diſpoſed to ſtand neuter, than hereafter; dan» 
ger ſtill threatens them while the Empire lies 
in ruins; they are now ſtunned with their fall, 
and their beſt hope from their Prince ang 
Country at preſent is from letting things take 
their eourſe; hut at a proper moment they 
— re appear to quaſni all our efforts and 
opes. 2 2d gi n 10 
To ſay the truth, however, I dread a re- 
turning Court influence at this moment, which 
may loſe us both the Contractors Bill and the 
Cricklade Bill; which fear, if confirmed by 
events, will ſhew popular exertions more ne- 
ceſſary than ever to ſecond new; Miniſters, 
and quell all appoſition to their, honourable 
endeavours., In ſhort; , I cannot but renew 
the argument, that if, Miniſters. are honeſt, 
they will, be glad of popular countenance; 
and if other wiſe than honeſt, they muſt. be 
kept in fear of popular complaints g and it is a 
new idea for any people to ſtand, upon their 
* arms, 


{ 182 ) 
arms, and Geſert thernſelves, in order -to"ſee 
what theit᷑ ſuperiors will de for them. 
A better argument, Tupprehend; dannot be 

drawn, than from the aſe of the rh; 'who, 
| Inſtead of being compfmentaryſor delivare; 
have watched the moment of 'oneweaulineſs, 
to obtain from us what are indeed the rights 
of Men, but what modern times have not been 
uſed to conſider as Ii tights. Indeed, it'is 
difficult to conceive a morè inviting oeriſis 
than the preſent 5 when our finances: and 
trade, our navy and army, are ſo low, and 
want fo much reſtoratiom; when foreign af. 
fairs are ſo gloomy, and the empire 467d 
vided, Let us therefore be wiſe in time; and 
not let ſlip a ſet of citeumſtances which, I 
coficeive, can never combine again in bur fa- 
vour; and as we are to be the victimt of the 
diſtreſs, and the inſtruments of the recovery, 
we ought to be paid for it in the repoſſeſſion 
of our rights. Cf (4445 +” ene 
I cannot but conteive” that a more equal 
Repreſentation of the People, and a more 
limited Duration of our Parliaments; and 
eſpeeially the firſt of thoſe, are the true 
Pourdes of our future happineſs and greatneſs. 
We may make as many ſeparate objects of 
demand as we pleaſe; but theſe objects ob 
tained, they will of themſelves obtain for us 
all the reſt; und without being obtained, all 
the reſt y be mere trauſicory conceſſions, 
and mere tts of an 'Adiniviſtration which 
other Adminiſtrattons may defeat or fecal. 
Smaller conceflions will give back to us cwenty 


Or 
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or forty Members; but a xenuine, or rather 
a wiſe Repreſentati wouly gf zwe f 
the Peopte, aud afoot ths 1. K er 

It is n ao A 18 — of confi- 
dence in the new Admioiftralion, for the Peo- 
ple now to proceed. If they have #6cceſs, 
theſe Miniſters will have rom far thein 
tue £0 Operate widely: and reſaktely, /a 


their term of power will be made perpęwal 
and out of reach of 1 * Court, A ſenßhle 


ard 


Repreſentation, will at all times ſecond 
even create a virtuous Miniſtry, which other- 


wiſe,nwyft depend only on-the;acciden 
Prince's temper, or what is fill more, gal- 
mitus, on the Nation's crying ſuſſoriags.— 
And ag to interrupting the, national lnfnefs 
in Parliament, as the diſcufion,wople he ne. 
ferred to a Nn and as people out of 
doors would as man 
alteady threwn' out off the Rader iu Ser 
hons might compriſe the 8 3 i oy 
other Seſftons 1 defpair; partictarly ae we 
make a beginning noͤã - 
hate giwen theſe my 8 
length, aud you will do me the eur 0 
weigh them, and to believe Eau "with kn 
"OR Sir. 8 K 8 wha 1 0 
. Your molt obe 4.0 1 11 
5, SUR 5155 Kar, 
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Letter jrew the a fe SS Wa 10 Save 
. VAUGAAN, Eſq, - 


*S611£7 70 ni 


Alu: 69 10-37 


a4 9111 IGtf , Nr rue. * 


3195 T' {1 ö 11 ; {4} dir} 


HAVEreceived pour POWs of 42s of 
April, and 1 bes leave to return 'y6n my 
beſt acknowledizitieats, and alſo to congratu- 
late you on that change of Miniſters, which 
e joint efforts of independent men in every 
part of the kingdom have at length er 
plilhed. Fortunately the powers of 


ment have been lodged with perſons * 


have pledgedithemſelves to the Public to re- 
duce the undue influence of the Crown; the 


firſt acts al ituole adminiſtration prove their 


ſcru pulous 


22 The Connites of Yorkſhire had 
of April, 1782, and had adjourned to the 
10 57 ** 17523 ſubject indeed to an earlier call by 

25 Chairman, &c. Bat neither the County not 
tee could have been aſſembled at an earlier pe- 

non, on 05 ſu os of this Letter; judicious as they were, fot 
2 le t. extent of Ro Jonney and other local 
onfideratiors Jenin the Anſwer to Mr. Vaughan. There 

Gre ſome other dirturaſtances alſo, then leſs proper to be expli- 
£7 We „Letter intended fort the inſpection of a Public 
en, which rendered it expedient not to preſs for a Re- 

form 5 in the Repreſentation immediately on the expulſion of Lord 
North from the Qabwiet©/ [Union reſpecting their plan had not 
wy en ſulliciently eſtabliſhed the Reformers, and the New 
as -not/agreed-td give their ſupport to any plan what- 

. 4 2 44175 then were teaſonable grounds for hoping, that by 
Co 8 opting a more enlarged ſcheme of Reformation, 

of union with the mages might be obtained ; 


ſt ble Bo hs might, be 

AT SY ee nr e: and 
N ee the original principle of the Aﬀociations ; 

e he e Reforigerts ny longer, weakened by their diſunion, 
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( #65 ) 
ſcruptftons fidelity to that ung gement. B 
this cello, cl weight bf office, which h: 
been taken from the adverſe ſcale, is placed 
in that of the People.” Much certainly will 
be done by the voluntary meaſures of 'men'in 
power to promote public frugality; and more 
may be expected from them, when farther 


regulations for reſtoring the purity of Parlia- 


Li 


of the Nation. 3 
This is an advantage tb the Public Cauſe; 
which well may animate the moſt indolent 
and timid of its friends. This is a juncture 
favourable beyond our expectations, to ſecure 
the Liberty of our Country, by an effectual 
Reformation; and they who neglect to im- 
Donne: T4 « 


ment ſhall be propoſed by the Augen N 


and the purfuit of different plans, might a y to Parliament in 


but yet not diſpoſed to adopt it. as a meaſure of Government, 
And thus the Duke of Richmond, then friendly to the Claim of 
the People, and Lord Shelborne, Lord Camden, Lord Aſhburton, 
and Mr. Fox, who moſt honourably remained ſo, would acquire 
additional means to incline their Colleagues in the Cabinet to 
adopt their ſentiments.— This delay was much the wiſh of Sir 
George Savile, whoſe influence with 2 — 
rincipal Miniſter, was very great; and the Yorkſbire 


ooked with unbounded confidence and veneration to their Patriot | 


Repreſentative as the man moſt likely to conciliate him, and 
even to induce Parliament itſelf, by ight of. his e 
to conſent to the meaſure. He was the key-ſtone, to uſe languag 
nearly his own, by which the Nobles and the People, as 
the ſame political arch, were united and kept, together. The. 
ference ſhown to his opinion and inclination » upon this occalion, 
was moſt 7 — to him: in many ways it ſtrength to the 


cauſe of the Reformers ; and the continuance of the War, with d 
concomitant diſtreſſes, ented that diminution of i their xea 
prove 


1 * 


which Mr. Vaoghao had a 
L3 


Peas 


to their 
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prove it, gan little know the importance of 
the gpportunit „ r little regard the, preſer- 
vation of our Free Conſticution.. , |, 
Unger either one or the other of theſe 


| Mex my I ſhould be dorry the Yorkſhire 


Lentlemen ſhqpld deſerve to be clafled. mY 
although they have 1 for a few 
months their intended application to Parlia- 
ment. yet, when the reaſons of that delay arg 
explained, I truſt they will be ſatisfactory to 
the Committee of London. «iT 

The County of York is a diſtrict equal in 
Stent to three Counties of the middle ſize. 


For this reaſpn, the F reeholders are not uſually 


aſſembied withput preyious notice for a fort; 


'vight or three weeks; and a Petition could 


not well be circulated throughout the County 

leſs time than ſeven or eight weeks mare. 

the Committee of Y orkſhire therefore, on 
the 4tÞ of April, had reſolved to recommend 
ituents à Petition in thts Seſſion 
againſt the grievance of Unequal Repreſen. 
taticn, it would have been impoſſible to pre- 
ſent it to Parliament till near the end of June. 
And although in the Metropolis, and ſome of 
the neighbouring Counties, the ſenſe of the 
HeRtors might have been taken, and their 
concurrence in a ſimilar application 
might haye been obtained before that time, 
yet the aſſiſtance of many diſtant Counties, 
Sc. muſ} have been loſt, and the great Quel- 
tion have been introduced under a dou- 


bout the poſſibility A general concyrrence o 
ol 6 1 e 
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tbe Nation. —On the other hand, it was con- 
ſidered, that if the intended application was 
deferred to the beginning of the next Seſſion. 
the new. Miniſters would be better able to 
diſembarraſs the perplexed affairs of the King 
dom, and to complete their own ſtipulated 
Plans of Oeconomical Reformation. And 
thus the advocates for a melioration of. Par- 
liament would at once teſtif/ a juſt deference 
to a virtuous Admipittration, avoid tha im- 
putation of precipitance and other diſadvan · 
tages which would attend their propoſition in 
the preſent Scſſion, and alſo gain tirge for 
conſultation, by what means that 

may beſt be preſerved, or attained, which 
alone can ſecure Tuceey to the popular appli- 
cation. 

By theſe onfiderations the Committee of 
Yorkſhire were induced to delay their intended 
propoſal of a Second County Petition; and 
when this explanation of their reaſons has 
been conſidered, I am inclined to hope their 
conduct will not be thought, by their friends 
in the Metropolis, to have been injudicious, ov 
detrimental to the Public Cauſe, 

The other ſubject glanced at in your Let 
ter, viz. on what principle the intended Pet. 
3 may be grounded with maſt advantage, 

Nr on which I am unwilting to 
haſty opinion. I feel myſelf bound 

to giue you a full and explicir anfwer, and 
you will, receive it oon; but as ĩt is a ſubje& 
of great importance, and my ſentiments upon 
it are materialty different from thoſe to 
L 4 which 
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which you ſeem to be inclined, I wiſh to oon - 
ſider it with greater care fand attention than 
I have yet had leifure to beſtow upon it. 

I cannot cloſe this Letter, without expreſ. 
ſing the ſatisfaction I feel at the approbation 
with which your moſt reſpectable Committee 
has honoured the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, many 
of whoſe Reſolutions, at their Meeting on the 
4th of April, you have been pleaſed to adopt. 
Be aſſured, Sir, they will moſt gladly embrace 
any proper opportunity, by a ſimilar concur- 
rence on their part, to mark their fincere 
reſpect for the Committee of the City of 
London. - r e IR" 
I have the honour to be,, 


Sir, 


SY ; Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


--# Soon after this correſpondence with Mr. Vaughan, a con- 
erence at his houſe was, propoſed between ſeveral of the pri 
Members of the Committees of 2 Weſtminſter, and Mid- 
dleſex, and the Chairman of the Yorkſhire Committee, Mr. 
Granville Sharp, Alderman Townſend; Dr Price, Dr. [ebb, Mr. 
H. Tooke, and Mr. Vaughan himſelf were N and ſome 
other Gentlemen whoſe names are not now recollefted, It was pro- 
poſed by n union between the Counties and 
the Metropolis, that the Chairman of the, Ypoblhieg Committee 
ſhould recommend to that body, to adopt the principle of an ade- 
quate abolition'of the obnoxious ; fo that if the addition 
of. Members propoſed by the Aſſociatione ſhould be obtained, a 
ſoitable diminution of the nominal Repreſentation alſo might be 
eſſected, and the number of the Houſe of Commons might not he 
increaſed. To this principle he had never been — on the 
contrary, he much approved it; though in his earlieſt propoſal to 
the Conntry Gentlemen of Yorkſhire he had not ventured to ſug- 
ſo extenſive a change; feeling in that ſtage of the bufinek, 
t it would be 2 the Reformers to ſhelter themſelves 
under the authority of Chatham ; by whom the idea of an 
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Note from ] MATTHEW Roninson, Eſa; after- 
wards Lord ROKEBY, 40 the Reverend C. 
WyviLL, with an Addreſs by him 40 * 
Erecholdesn 1 the e 120 Kent. 
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Taz Writer of the incloſed Te has 
not the honor of being perſonally knawn to 
Mr. Wyvill; but he takes, nevertheleſs, the 
liberty of ſending it to him, with a defire 
he will confider the means mentioned in it 
for rendering more equal our Parl 
Repreſentation, 


Great Man, it may now be confeſſed 
ber to each County, ſuggeſted 
greater increaſe propoſed by the A ions, wi 

extinction of the decayed hs ghs, — have been 
perfect meaſube; for ar) woogh hb fame 1K to = — 


of Farliament u - would have been "FL 
been effected, 2 ot for ve nee ee 
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To the FREEHOLDERS of the COUNTY 
A 6, BE fe | | 
k el, and weisstbe, | jo” 

] WAs for one abſent from t he Miesen ar 
1 our County lately held at Maidſtone, and 
know little of what happened there, except 
as it has appeared in the news papers. I have, 
however, read the letters of dir H. Mann, ad, 
drefled to the Freeholgers, concerning the 
Petition for a more equal Re preſentation of the 
Commons in Parliament. The firſt of them 
is the moſh material. It is written in a polite 
and Gentleman-like manner. The name of 
Mr. Marſham, our worthy Knight of the Shire, 
is mentioned in it, as of a perſon partly agree- 
ing in the ſame ſentiments. The letter itſelf 
has been ſeyeral times repeated in our Ken- 
tiſh papers; by which it appears evidentiy 
intended to 2 an impreffion on our County 
ecncerning the ſubje of it. I much reſpect 
Sir H. Mann, and heartily concyr in the ho- 
nour bor ne to Mr. Marſham by the reſt of his 
Conſtituents; but 1 differ widely nevertbelefs 
from theſe Gentlemen on the occaſion now 
mentjoned, The matter in queſtion is like. 
wiſe of the utmoſt importance to our whole 
Country and to every perſon init. 1 think i, 
therefors, nat ou for my intereſt as an in. 
dividual, bur a kind of duty incumbent upon 
me, to explain publicly my N "a to 
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align lame of the reaſons why what has been 
alleged does not conyince me in the caſe. 
Sir H. M. ſays, J oppoſed it (che Petition 
for a more equal Repreſentation) from the 
danger J appr6 ehended from innovations in the 
Conſtitution.“ This is the principal object ian 
produced, and L acknowledge it to be 8 ſub- 
ſtantial one, if it will apply to the preſent 
purpaſe. I may venture to aſſurs any ons, 
that Iwill be on the ſame fide, if 1 ſhall ſee 
the matter in the ſame light. I conceive/on 
the contrary, however, chat a more general 
and equal Repreſentatlen of the Commons in 
Parliament js fo far from an innovation, a4 to 
be the very eſſence itſelf of our Conſtitutian 
a 2 without which this; eannot 
y, and for want wheregf it daes new 
nr not. ſubſiſt: I join iſſue therefore a 
that very ground. 
Iunderſtand our right and lawful Gavare- 
mont to be unqueſtionably compaſed of an 
heredisary. King. hereditary Peers, and an 
clectiye. bedy. repreſenting the Commons ; 
that this laſt- power or part of tha Legiſlature 
is as indiſpenſahly neenſſary in the caſe as 
either of, the her co, and that our Conſti- 
tution can no mare ſubſiſt without ſuch. 8 
e, chan without the Crown or 
the Peerage. IL mean hereby a true and real 
Repreſantation of the Commons; for rhat 
word has gtherwiſ 


8 no conception annexed 
to it, but is only a mere name, a ſound, or 


few lm works nenen ar meant. 
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The King is of courſe a ſingle perſon : the 
peers are between two and three hundred: 
bur the Commons conſiſt of many millions, 
for whoſe fake, and with whoſe conſent, this 
form of Government was inſtituted; not that 
a\few-men'might rule and lord it over all the 
reft; but beeauſe ont anceſtors thought, that 
fach a mixed ' conſtitution would moſt contri. 
bute to the comfort and happineſs of the 
Whole. Whoever denies theſe principles, 
makes Government jitſelf no better than an 
uſurpation; whieh individuals are not other- 
wiſe obliged to obey," than as it may happen 
to ſuit with their en r or conve- 
nience, | 0 7: 

The King and Peers aft perſoually as they 
can conveniently do; but the Commons, com- 
poſing in a manner the whole Nation, and 
being exceedingly too numerous and too diſ- 
perſed to partake immediately or collectively 
in the general conduct of the State, are under 
a neceſſity of having a reeourſe to election. 
They do, or ouꝑht to chuſe therefore depu- 
ries, ſubſtitutes, attornies; ſtewards, agents, or 
more properly Repreſentatives, (as they are 
indeed ſtiled) that is, perſoris who may expreſs 
their ſentiments and conſult their intereſt 
almoſt as naturally and neceſſarlly as a mirror 
reflects the image of its object; I fay a num- 
ber of men who may to all true intents and 


ſes „be the Commons in Parliament” oi 


ſembied.'"; = . a 
This Body bie- Gch ts be elected and! 


af with perfect liberty, equally free from 
| force 
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force and violence on ane hand, and from bri- 
ber y aud corruption on the ther. I matter 
not with regard to right and wrong, whether 
any man be diverted from his duty by bay - 
onet immediately held to his breaſt, or by a 
more diſtant and indirect temptation af mo- 
ney, by the ſword or the purſe, by irom by 
gold; although bribery and corruption may 
perhaps be the more baſe, more odious, and 
in ſome reſpects more malignant means of 
the two. I take this to be a ſhort ſketch af 
the ground on which ſtand both our Oonſti- 
tution in general ae! elective branch of 
it in particular 441 
How utterly, are nevertheleſa theſe things 
overturned or altered ? Do the Commons. of 
Great Britain really, elect ſueh a repreſentative 
body, or is the majority of what ought, to be 
their Houſe named by an handful of men in 
compariſon of the whole, an handful of men 
notoriouſly known to be influenced, corrupt : 
ed, bribed, bought and ſold? Caſt your eyes 
on our own County. The Cinque-Ports were 
anciently inſtituted with a ſalutary and honours 
able deſign of the public defence; but to What 
very different purpoſes are they now porvert- 
ed ? How eaſily might any one point out pars 
ticulars on this head, name the very perſons, 
together with the places, ſalaries, emoluments 
or advantages perpetually enjoyed by them for 
their ſeptennial votes; 1 mean any one, Who 
was not unwilling to diſturb. and diſquiet his 
neighbours i in the poſſeſſion of their profits, 


unleſs he could really remoye the evibe Does 
a not 
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— — of them however cnft ef ot, 
dur freemen or electors, fo tht thit- 
— ons, being a majority of thi Hithbey, 
cam appoint two Members of Parſizwictt? 
Are chers not Corporations eaffed im cm 
and diſeburſe Adtrratty er — 
va roughs? Have we tio ſuth among 
of Wkar ig the import bf thoſe expreffio 1 
havo touched theſe things with a tender Fand 
they are however enòrmous innſtatees at ot 
on homes; but Took te the weſtward fotlt 
Iſtand-and you thay fee the Commtiy fpanꝑled 
with ſuch places, Altteft us ehe Hrhf nene 
with ſtars. It is faid, that . * 
uungabm Seventy Beronghi fubject to be Vial 
"Ted; und the 5 of au Htimdted and 
Members Par llatmere fable to ben 
dy ehe Bourd of Treaſury. Do hot Fond le 
dividtals by the meat of Burgage tere 
nominate tWo (mUỹð] call ther) Nepreſenta. 
tlxes of the people with xs Aten Lotti and 
Facitify''as they appoint the Re rirttBer of 
their own menia? footmen ?' WHY cart with: 
our being ſhocked reffect for art itrſtant ort theſe 
things,” that retams arty rugard fot the free: 
dom, welfare, or Rote of ony eontrtty, Bot 
to What an extravagant amd (if the ſubject 
was not ſo extremely tions} ridieufous de. 
muſt ſuch enor mities have arfſett, when 
an Indian Prince interferes” with the moſt 


—_— bribery" in Eigliſſt efeftions ? B 
this Wewtſe à part of circtitiffatice of out 
excellent conſtitution, that the Nabob of 
Areet moald by the mea of „ 
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his Money namenſeven or eight Muubert of 
the Britiſh Parliament? des chen the abotifhs 
of : fuch)thorrible:zbbſes,' and 
the Commons of England in the dasdhate bf 
their own-legiflature, deferve to be ednſidered 
as making/innovations;or is it onthe-contrary 
not really: reſtoring a the 
true form of government formerlydnrroduced 
by our anteſtors, but wow 1 from 
among ua f⁰νανu v 19k) ar 07: qu 11 
Should any one ſay (not the worthy Gen- 
tleman whoſe letter has given occafionitorthis 
of mine, and in which I obhſerve wo ſuch par- 
ticular) any one elſe however ſay that lie 
means by the Conſtitution no ancient and 
retroſpective right or appointment, but the 
actual ſtate of things now —— 
then aſl him, how. his argument hangs toge- 
ther, his premiſes ſuit with the deductiuns 
which he would draw from them. If that 
word in to ſighify the preſent corruption and 
proſtitution, miniſterial: influence, unequal 
elections, ſeptennial Parliaments, and all; the 
enormities aud abuſes of theſe times, for what 
reaſon does it deſerve to be honored; extolled, 
or preſerved, and why ſhonld we not embrace 
the firſt opportunity to alter dr get rid of it? 
We are told of bar barous 2 
wor ſhi a: miſchievous and malevolent 
principle of the univerſe; which is im 

to them+as the higheſt of erimes. Im 
confeſs myſelf not readily. to credit ſuch ſto- 
ries, eſpecially as they are ſometimes nepro - 
ſented 3 but how far diſtant from ſuch a con- 
duct 
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to reſpect and reverence a form: of | governs 
ment founded in.evil; and productive of miſs 
chief inſtead of camfort and - happineſs . to 
mankind ? How like at the bottom is never. 
theleſs ſuch a cafe to the argument of ſome 
men, villen they endeavour to put the change 
upon us by perverting that almoſt; ſacred 
word of the Conſtitution; who, I ſay, hold 
it up to us for our worſhip at the ſame 
time that they mean by it themſelves almoſt 
every thing bad, pernicious, and deteſtable? 
Sir H. M. however admoniſhes us, that 
things ſometimes appear fair in ſpeculation 
which fail in practice; but what is our pre- 


ſent condition, that we need to fear its being 


changed for the worſe by any ſuch; meaſure 
as is on this occaſion recommended? Have 
not our unequal elections produced a Goyerts 
ment totally carried on, ſubſiſting and acting 
by corruption in a manner and a degree not 
only ruinous to our nation, but even diſgrace 
ful to humanity itſelf ? Force and violence of 
various forts, arbitrary power, dow right 
tyranny and oppreſſion always have been and 
now are moſt common a men; but ne- 
ver did the artifice and influence of: abſolute 
bribery, a ſettled ſyſtem of places, penſions, 
and other pecuniary profits, ſo obtain in any 
part of the world as thay have lately done in 
our Stat, nor was it. poſſible that they ſhould, 
unleſs ſome other country had incurred a like 
national debt, and its Miniſters could by that 


means have employed as large ſums * the 
ſame 
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fame purpoſa, which. circumſtances homever 
did never yet take place.  humbly:conceive 
our Engliſh: Adminiſtrations to have on this 
head exceeded all paſt examples :; and ĩt ĩs for 
the benefit of our ſpecies. much to be wiſhed, 
that they may be equalled; by no inſtances in 
the time to oome. The conſequences cor: 
reſpond with their cauſe.z to wit, a rich nation 
on the brink. of bankruptcy, a mighty empire 
ſuddeniy ſhattered to pieces, and in the moſh 
imminent danger of being totally deſtroed 
or diſſolved; while the Public; ſenſible of the 
evils brought upon them, are obliged to look 
on helpleſs ſpectators of their own ,updoing. 
Is this then — Engliſh Conſtitution, or a 
national ſituation, which requires no remedy, 
and excludes all endeavours towards amend- 
ment ? Surely: it is high time that honeſt men. 
of every denomination, ſhould unite together, 
to provide for the general liberty and, ſafety, 
nor ſuffer, themſelves to be deterred # 
groundleſs apprehenſions, when they have 
many real dangers and Annen abs rern 
worſt kind to encounter... 3 9d 69 
As to the principle and objeRt.. being on 
this occaſion in their own nature proper, but 
the ſeaſon and time unſuitable, L mult confeſs 
myſelf totally to differ: from that idea. What 
has brought us to our preſent condition, but 
the loſs of our Conſtitution? Had the leaſt 
check or controul remained with the Public 
in the management of their on buſineſs, 
over thoſe conducting it, we could not po 
ſibly have been reduced to the deplorable paſs 
M in 
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in which we” at this inſtant find ourſelves, 
What muſt be the due meant now to extri- 
cate, or (if that cannot be) hereafter to reſtore 
us, except a reeovery of the ſame Conſtuu- 
tion, which perpetually preſerved us, while it 
continued itſelf in any ſtare of purity or per- 
feftion ? We are come to the very brink-of 
the precipice, and cannot proceed onecſfep 
further in the ſame road without going head- 
long: we are ſo ſurrounded on all ſides with 
danger, that we have hardly a day to delay: 
it may already be too late; but we have be- 
yond doubt no time to ſpare. That our Mi- 
niſters are with, or not againſt us, is an happy 
and defirable, but not a perpetual or unalter 
able circumſtance, Men may change or. be 
changed. How tender à flower is Court fa 
vour ! it flouriſhes to- day, but withert to- 
morrow. And have we in our own times 
not too often ſeen even public virtue to fade 
in that infectious climate ? I truſt, however, 
that this laſt circumſtance will not now be 
the caſe; but does any one believe corruption 
to be either converted or overcome, or that 
it is not on the watch to regain its late aſcen- 
dency? Has it never, or no where ſince its 
fall, ſne)jn a cloven foot, or put forth and 
diſplayed its ſtrength? To re-eſtabliſh the 
conſtitutional power of the Public is certainly 
the beſt, and perhaps the only means of ſe 
curing gither our preſent or any other up- 
right and honeſt Miniſters,” The time preſſes, 
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ſerve to be ſaved, if we ere waiting to dur. 
dite erden g eren 1 


n en 
Lean as lire gryr n d the odjection of 
fach ati $vifions ant ant 
moſities; for the meaſure itſelf ſecmis t6' be 
the OTIS of puttin an end to 
thoſe thalignant 
kind, er — obtain ning There 
can in the nature of things be nd tr and 
ſteady union between dur GDV rent and 
our Nation, until the Cottimotis and their 
Repreſeiitatives ſhall in effect be really une, 
of 

t tb 


until xhis moſt precious and! eſſentfal park 
our Conſtitution is again reſtored:” 1 WIn only 
put one caſe; which” is" but” too 
— 5 „ Soppoſe that there ſhotid be a Feb. 
cy, what ſet of | Miltifters ebw 
— or regulate the State in cu Aanfracrton 
and confuſion of ſuch à cireuinAtante! wiefs 
they have the aſſiſtance of # Püflnatient t 
choſen by the People and the Natich, 
ing their ſenſe, and poſſeffin — 
fidertee by whoſe wean rn rent 
although not contented 3 ed, Yor 
peaceable atid obedient under th Misfortunes 
of the times ? Tf there ls any particghar 
of the Adminiſtration who has conttaded forte 
unaccountable - hs net hs > nel the People, 
whatever his merits m herwife be, it Is 
to be hoped that be will oh this neceffüfy be- 
caſion give way, or be over=ruled by the reſt; 
for what general agreement or Hartnony-oan | 
be expected among us, while" that National 
Body, the — thus — 


— 
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heir moſt material right, ſee their eſſential 
truſt withheld from them, and their greateſt 
concerns conducted by men to whom they 
never gave authority, and, with when they 
ave little or no weight! // 
There i is one particular point relpeging the 
matter Wa us, concerning, which I cannot 
pa iſh that the ſentiments, were known of 
tlemen whoſe names have been. now 
— yo I mean if they are not averſe to 
explaining themſelves on the ſubject, which 
howeyer I do not conceiye [theſe candid. and 
| liberal perſons to be. When a later motion 
was made to inquire into the ſtate of our Re- 
| preſentation, the Writer concurred for, one, 
with the reſt of the Nation in general, 
earneſtly deſired that it might n alth 
he was at the ſame time doubtful of the event, 
from ſome difficulties which; Jay in the way. 
Seats in the Houſe of Commons are obſerved 
to attach ang; to attract in aiſtrong manner 
maſt perſons wha oncę come into contact with 
them, „They naturally contribute to the 
credit of; the Poſſeſſors, which is certainly 
very proper; but they are often | likewiſe 
made ſuhervient to their profits, which is, 
without doubt, exceedingly improper-: there 
are, however, few. perſons not ſenſible to one 
or the other of theſe Mies Such a motion, 
therefore, could not but alarm many Mem- 
bers of phe Houſe for Fi own ſeats. The 
abuſe likewiſe. itſelf, of our unequal elections 
and mock,Repreſentation, has proceeded to an 
ee, and sel e This is now 
122717 A pretty 
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pretty well known by parts and piece · meal; 
but the whole collected and expoſed together, 
would undoubtedly make a moſt ſtriking ap- 
pearanee in the eyes of the Public. It is a 
ſore which could not but greatly rankle on 
being touched and bandled. Theſe are in 
truth unanſwerable reaſons for the rectitude, 


but at the ſame time very powerful obſtacles, 


in fact, to the ſacceſs of ſuch a meaſure. It 
is nevertheleſs to be hoped, that the firmneſs 
and perſeverance of the Public will, with ſo 


juſt a cauſe, prevail in time, in whatever man- 


ner it ſhall be N ve molt 3 as ert þ 
this object. 

ls there not; iis; one very great i 
material point free from the foregoing dif- 
culties, which might, without much impedi- 
ment, be probably obtained, (if it was at- 
tempted) and which would at the ſame time 
prevent or interfere with no other; I mean, the 
meaſure of doubling the Members elected by 
our Counties? This would endanger the ſeat 


of no one within the Houſe, nor leſſen the 


ſhare of any in chuſing without. Several of 
the preſent Members would, on the Wy 
be of courſe advanced from Cities or Bo 

to Counties, and the reſt have, by that means, 
as ĩt were, more elbow room, and fewer com- 
petitors in their reſpective places. It muſt, 
on one hand, exceedingly ſtrengthen the Com- 
mons by the addition 4 ra ane hundred to 
their Houſe; while it could on the other 
raiſe no jealouſy i in the Peers, as many of their 
own ney relations would, in all appear- 
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ance, be of the number, and the reſt conſiſt of 
perſons moſt approaching to themſelves in 


property and pretenſions. It would, at the 
ſame time, contribute to the ſecurity of. the 


Crown, as Country Gentlemen of the beſt 
landed eſtates would neceſſarily be the objects 


of ſuch an additional choice for our Counties; 


a ſet of men who are eſpecially intereſted in 
the ſtability of their Country, and the Pre. 
ſervation of our Conſtitution. It is, moreover, 
the particular point recommended by York- 
ſhire and other Counties. The general ſtate 
of dur Repreſentation, likewiſe, is ſo well un- 
derſtood with reſpe& to it, that it ſeems to 
require no ceremony of a preteding Commit- 
tee for its introduction. There are, there. 
fore, extragrdinary- facilities and advantages 


on the ſide of this meaſure, Such a circum- 


ſtance would indeed increaſe the number of 
the Houſe of Commons; but full Houſes are 
ever deſired, and there is room enangh in 
Weſtminſter- Hall, until another chamber. 
could be provided. A place was, at the trial 


_ of Lord Lovat, prepared there, which con- 


tained both Hauſes of Parliament, and a confi 
derable concourſe of company beſides. That 
particular, therefore, ſeems to be far from an 
objection. Same people, indeed, pretend to 
applaud this prupoſition itſelf, but to make a 
point of aboliſhing, at the ſame time, a pro- 
portiouahle number of ſmall Boroughs. Such 


à proceeding, however, bears the plaineſt 


marks of inſincerity; for it would be faſtening 
a mill-ſtone to the meaſure, which. muſt infa}- 
libly. and evidently prevent it from paſſing, 
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Give me leave to add on this head, that we 
have ourſelves ſent to Parliament two > worthy 
Repreſentatives of our Province; it is never- 
theleſs to be hoped; that the County of Kent 
is not weakened or worn out, but that we 
can find and furniſh, two more perſons. per- 
fectly fit and qualified for the ſame truſt and 
office z nor have we the leaſt reaſon. to judge 
or conclude in a different manner 
other Counties. This is then the 
propoſition, concerning which I muſt — 
myſelf to wiſh that we knew the ſentiments 
of theſe Gentlemen, one of whom repreſents 
our County itſeif, and the other our County- 
Town, as it appears to be a meaſure likely to 
come before Parliament, of the utmoſt im- 
portance and apparent benefit to the Public, 
and free from all material, not only, objec- 
tions, but even difficulties. 

1 do not ſay that this point only i is adequate 
to our rights or our wants; but it would 
nevertheleſs be. an exceedingly and de- 
ſirable provifion. If there ſhould one day be 


added to it, that every perſon poſſeſſing, in 
any County (nat. merely for certain reaſons 


a year ſhall be intitled to vote in all the Bo- 

roughs of the ſame County conjointly with 
th preſent EleQors; this would be a plain, 
caſy, and practicable meaſure, Who would 
except to that claſs of men on ſuch an occa- 


ſion; unleſs he was inmoveably determined 
in favour of 
be contented with no plan or ſettlement but 


and could 
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what ſtood on 1 that ground * I will make bold 
to affirm, that our Conſtitution would in the 
ſuppoſed caſe be reſtored to excellent-order 
and condition. It is faid, that ſkilful ſurgeons 
endeavour in the healing of wounds to pre- 
ſerve as much of the former parts as they 
y can. Our own conduct in curing this 
deſperate: miſchief of the body politic, now 
under conſideration, would,” by the proceſs 
before mentioned, be of the like kind; but 
for thoſe perſons, ho, not content with ſuch 
moderate means and aſſiſtance, deſire to divide 
the Kingdom into other Diſtricts, or totally 
to new model our Parliamentary Elections, I 
may for one earneſtly and ſincerely wiſh them 
ſucceſs in their endeavours; but I am, never- 
theleſs, perfectly perſuaded, that they are 
purſuing an object placed in theſe times be- 
yond the compaſs of moral poſſibility. 
I come towards a concluſion, as is high 
time. The propoſed Petition (it is ſaid) will 
be ſent about the County for the corveni- 
ence of ſigning, It is to be defired that this 
may be done without delay, ſo as to allow 
proper leiſure for the purpoſe. We have two 
"Cathedrals, a Dock, and ſeveral Cinque-Ports, 
but I much miſtake nevertheleſs the ſenſe of 
the Country, or it is, and will appear to be, 
very greatly. in favour of a more General Re- 
preſentation of the Public in the Houſe of 
— Perſons of that opinion ſurely will 
not ſcruple to take the trouble of ſigning their 
names in teſtimony of their ſentiments. They 
"wall refle& that _ are | (ning their ſigna- 
_ tures 
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cures for the recovery of our rightful Conſtl. 
tution, confilting of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, of the Commons truly and really re- 
preſented in Parliament, the unhappy 'ſuſpen- 
ſion of which form of Government, has already 
involved us in many and heavy misfortunes, 
and ſeems likely to ſink us into more and 
worſe; but the juſt and ſalutary reſtoration 
whereof only can, under Heaven, Preſerve 
us from, or ſupport us under them. 

have preſumed to treſpaſs upon you with 
a long letter, much longer than I intended 
when 1 began to write. This circumſtance 
has proceeded from the extreme importance 
of my ſubject, as likewiſe from the reſpect 
due to the perſons from whoſe: ſentiments I 
have on the preſent occaſion expreſſed my 
diſſent; but I truſt the reaſonableneſs of our 
Petition for a more General and Equal Re- 
preſentation of the Commons in Parliament 
to be perfectly clear, whether we conſider 
the inherent right of our claim, the urgent 
neceſlity of our ſituation, or the peculiar pro- 
priety of the time for our purpoſe. 

| I am, &c. 5 


As Independent Freebolder of Kent, 
3d of July, 1782. #251092 Io" Axt A 


Pi. S. Since the foregoiog ins was written, 
news is received that our Nation has loſt Lord 
Rockingham. This unwelcome account could 
not have come at a more unlucky time. Ar 
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which had broken forth from the black cloud 
hanging over our heads, and flaſhed for z 
moment on this Iſland. We ſhall now find 
great reaſon to regret- that more was not 
done in the preſent Seſſion of Parliament for 
reſtoring our Conſtitution. W hat misfortunes 
and miſeries of this country has death probg- 
bly ſaved that deſerving Nobleman from ſee, 
ing ! Deſpair and deſpondency, however, will 
be far from mending the ſtate of our affairs; 
the more difficulties we have to encounter, 
the ſtronger is the neceſſity for us to exert 
ourſelves. Let us not be wanting in our per- 
ſonal endeavours on this critical, and perhaps 

laſt occaſion : let us at leaſt uſe our own ef 
Forts, hen the event, muſt be left to fate, 
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Paper VI. 
Lextey from the Rev. C. WYVILL #0 WALTER 
SPENCER STANHOPE, Eſq; M. N 


BuxTex-HALL, 02. 5. 1782. 


Dear Sir, 


1 Received at Hartlepool 3 your favour of the 
17th of September; and feeling myſelf 
much honoured by the frank communication 
of your ſentiments on the propoſed Meeting 
of the County, I wiſhed to return you — 
beſt acknowledgments immediately. 

many things which you have — 
matters of great conſequence, I could not 


venture 
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centure to mention my opinion upon them, 
which yet your candour and unreſerved 
openneſs gave you a right to expect, without = 
2 more mature conſideration of the ſub 

At a full Meeting of the Yorkſhire: 
mittee on the 4th of April laſt, it was re-; 
ſolved to call a Meeting of the County, and 
to fix a day for that purpoſe on the z iſt of 
October; at leaſt this is plainly implied, if 
not directly affirmed in the Reſolution alluded 
to. On the ſuppoſition, then, that no Call 
af the County from any other quarter ſhall 
anticipate the intention of the Committee, a 
Meeting of the County can hardly be held 
with propriety before the 2oth-of November 
and if the next Seſſion of Parliament ſhould 
open on the 26th of November, it might per- 
haps be advifable to wait till the King's Speech 
_ be received. If this ſhould be thought 

o point at too late a day, let it be remem- 
—— the firſt Meeting on the Oeconomical 
Petition was held with ſucceſs a month later. 
When the campaigu is aver, proper attention 
would be given by. the People to queſtions 
of Reform, Time would be allowed to the 
Officers of the Militia to attend at York, after 
the camps are broken up, and yet time fuffi- 
cient would; he leſt to obtain a full ſignature, 
and to carry the Petition into the Houſe early 


after Chriſtmas, when the ardour of the Pub- 

lic, rouſed hy the exertions of the Cammits 

tees in every part. of the Kingdom, would be 

maſt likely to make an impreſſion on/Parlia» 

ment. Buſineſs of this magnitude cannot be 
| done 


(133) 
done with the coolneſs of ſpeculation ; there 
muſt be yer the Change an eagerneſs in the 
People bordering upon enthuſiaſm; and that 
popular eagerneſs, or enthuſiaſm, muſt be 
brought to operate on Parliament, and in 
ſome degree to work up a ſimilar paſfion in 
that Aſſembly. The Petitions ſnould be ap- 
plied to the Parliament warm from the 
County Meetings, at a time when queſtions 
of that importance may be immediately taken 
into conſideration, and a Parliamentary deci 
ſion may be ſoon obtained. Nothing is fo ru- 
inous to popular meaſures as premature exer- 
tions; in that caſe, the zeal of the People is 
tired out by procraſtination, and when their 
"buſineſs is brought forward for the determi- 
nation of Parliament, their ardour is gone, 
they have loſt their weight, and can expect 
their Petition to be treated with little more 
attention than if it were an abſtract propoſi- 
tion taken from Locke's Eſſay on Govern- 
ment. I am perſuaded, — that if the 
County of York ſhall meet any time before 
the end of November, it will not have acted, 
upon the whole, diſadvantageouſly for the 
common cauſe. And as to the County Point 
of Honour, and preſerving the Lead in the bu - 
ſineſs, if ſuch Lok anther can deferve to 
be mentioned on this occaſion, I think the 
Minifter's meſſage puts that matter out of 
doubt, there were any doubt before. But 
the other Counties, I underſtand, are in ge. 
en une — the motions of f Yorkſhire. 


Ay 
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As to the mnie Which it may he propet! 


to agitate at Ahe intended: Meeting, belide 
ha 1 [Ys 3 e for 
what S gyn, - nothing 
which can be ſafely A 6d, 49 
the County. The. Reform nOk,; -liament 
is of the greateſt conſequence; tothe Public 
nothing, therefore, which has eyen a remote 
tendency to create diviſions in the Meeting. 
or to leſſen tha probability af ſucceſs cg the 
principal meaſure, ought, in my opinion, 
be attempted, /; To avoid all, diſputablę g 
tions, and; te gyard againſt every aÞPCArance 
of partiality to Men in,Office, or of ,,prete; 
rence to, thoſe hoi have ſeceded,; from, 3 
ſeems to be that honeſt policy which, wi 
moſt” effectually promote the Public Cauſe, 
and at, the {ame time will be, 1 18 
the dignity and independent ſpirit which | 
hitherto marked the conduct of the Voll 
ſhire Gentlemen. Bat although the Com- 
mittee apqͥ other Friends to Reformation, 
who, like yourſelf, happen not to be of it, 
may obſerve the moſt 2e conduct, et 
there may be perſons, who. either from, inju- 
dicious zeal, or from inſidious. mov, ma 


bring « on the diſcuſſion of ſome o eng vel 
is Is 


tions which you have mentione 


the riſque attending all very numerous aſſem- 


blies; and we muſt prepare to meet it, I 
own, I ſhould not be apprehenſive of the 
event, if ſomething like the ideas I have here 
ventured ſo freely to throw out ſhould be ho- 


noured with wor approbation, and 2 
ly 
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larly with that of Sir G: Savile, and ſhould be 
adopted ulld/by the Contitnittes.” 
— =p this _ _— without af 
you how happy I amy in your apptobs 
iy Ahora he reſſed indeed in terms 
far too flattering to 2j in my very pri 
vate ſtation in life. felt the griev- 
ances of bad Government, and hive endes. 
— in common with others, th nt the 
indighation of the People at thoſe abuſe: 
whoſe redreſs alone can ſecure the happineſ 
of our Country. But if « Reförmation bf 
Parliament can be effected, the glory of the 
deed will be juſtly given to thoſe meii wh, 
(Peung the power; ſhall n 0 
perform it. on ein e 
Thar you may have a large ſhare of this 
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I would {te liabe) eg 
to Sir G. Savile and Gen. Hale; and meition 
to them that a Meſhr, not a Letter, was re- 
ceived from Lord helburne. | * 
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N addition to my ! tes 

ſpecting Lord Shelburne, I have — 
ſure to mention that I alſo received a meſſage 
from Mr. W. Pitt, aſſuring us of his invari- 
able adherence to the principles he has pro- 
feſſed, &c. All this looks well, and — | 
ſurely be thought to improve our change of 
ſucceſs conſiderably. I wiſh to draw from 
theſe favourable circumſtances all poſſible ad- 
vantage to our cauſe ; but I am, conyinced 
with you, we have no buſineſs to ethbark 
with the preſent Miniſter, nor, — 
add, with any man whatever who! may be 
attempting to diſplace him our great 
is to ſecure the Conſtitution, by obtaining a 
Reform of Parliament on the principles of 
the Aſſociation, and we can an we 
it with too much zeal; but at the ſame ti 
it will be neceſſary to avoid all 1 
tions, n 
ance of partiality on either hand. This will 
be conſiſtent with the dignity and indepen- 
dence of our conduct hitherto, and will be 
the moſt probable means of ſecuf ing final 
ſucceſs to our meaſures; ſuch at leaſt are my 
ſentiments and my wiſhes, which 1 have ven- 


64192) 
tured to diſcloſe to you in this very open 
manner, becauſe I truſt: they are ſimilar to 
thoſe which you entertain and haye always 
acted upon with manly ſteadineſs and 
mity throughout the Whole courſe of our bu- 
ſineſs. It will give me the greateſt raters 
to hear from my good friend that he approves 
what I have dg ſo freely thrown out. 
PS. I would beg you not to mention 
Lihave ſaid reſpecting Mr. W. Pitt 3 Ido d 
1 communicate ITY farther. 93.9 101 
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- Tale deve to incloſe the, Reſolutions: of 
che Flintſhire Committee at their laſt 

Meeting. Permit me to flatter myſelf that 
the ſpirit of Reformation, for which we are 
principally indebted to the exertions of the 
County of Vork, will not be permitted to 
ſleep until the neceſſary improvements of A 
Conſtitution are effectually obtained. 


I have the honour to be C1 be gg 
Veith“ Tour molt obedient 
very humble — +; 

| of . n SHIPLEY. 
Misbuge bend | 110 3! 
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% Natz qiidMbiolt id doiduer at e 
Joie eotelemiapitr cavons ofibe herb 
month, Hh the excellent Reſolutions: wf 
the Flint ſtũte Committee on bhe.1Brk of Sep. 
C Sir, for 
che:obliging cn mul ̊ cation and Lambs 
dent chat the appearance of your Reſoldvions 
in me! Yorkthire/Papers will give munh (arts 


faction to the numerous Friends uf Piiklic 


Reformation in chis County. I hall lay your 


Letter before the Yorkſhire Committee on the 


ziſt of October inſtantꝭ u 0] undoubtedly 
feel themſ&vesmuth hohoured by the very 
flattering manger in which you expreſs your 
approbation of their conduct. The buſineſs 
of the Committee on the 3 iſt of October, ac- 
* to their Reſolution at a former 

will be, to fix a day for holding a 
General Meeting of this County, in order to 
take the ſenſe. of the Freeholders on the ſub- 
je&t of Parliamentary Reformation; and I 
think it probable, they will appoint for that 


' purpoſe ſome day near the end of November, 


* Of theſe Reſolutions no Copy has been found * the 
Papers of ou Committee. 
| N | or 
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or the beginning of December. I truſt, that 
the Petition which will bethen offered to the 


County, will be ſupported with as much zeal 
and Vigour as that ſome yeard ago on the Tub- 


I have the ſatisfaction to mention that I 
have lately received from Lord rs er. 
meſſage, in which his Lordſhip ſtrorigly ex- 
preſſed his reſolution to ſupport the 
tion of this Conny. Without 
lay any extraomdinary ſtneis on this com mu- 
nication from the Miniſter, I chinł iti ma be 
conſidered. as an encouraging circimiltance, 
which; in ſome degree, improves the probabi · 
lity, that the Friends of Reformation will 
e ao BR 
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THINK . Mech obliged, by: the ho- 
nour of your communication of the Earl: 
of Shelburne's meſſage, expreſſing his:refohy+; 
tion tõ fapport the Aſſociation of the: Contfity 
of York, and your kind offer of propoſing my: 
name to be added to their bod. 13 
The exertions of this County to procure a 
Reform in Parliamentary Repreſenchtiom 
(without which it is my firm opinion the 
glorious fabric of the Britiſh/| Conſtit ien 
muſt inevitably fall to ruin) and Oeconomy in 
the Public PR had ever my warmeſt 
wiſhes for-fucceſs,. 0 169 Y-. 
Thaugh I cannot but Gncerely join with 
every Friend to this Country in lamentin 
the death of the Marquis of Rockingham, and 
the Seceſſion of ſome whoſe virtues and abi- 
ities in Council would have greatly helped to 
unite the confidence and affection of Kiog and 
People, I have ſome pleaſure in relating, that 
in different interviews with the Earl of Shel: 
burne and Mr. Pitt, it was their fixed ſyite 
of Government to conduct his Majeſty's af 
fairs by ſtrict rules of ceconomy, and to give 
the moſt honourable ſupport to meaſures that 
N 2 | would 


(19) 
would reſtore the People to their Rights by 
a rg 5 Parliaui epreſentation. 
ith re pect to myſelf, l leave to add, 
that I did not debt pr the r 
Weſt-Riding till ie hat eclined by Earl 
Fitzwilliam, it being the earneſt wiſh of the 
MidiRer that he eld have ſolicited 15 as a 
meaſure that would have been acceptable to 
this Gcdunty, from the refptt they 22 
themory: of, the late Lord:Rockingham 

the ddharacter of tis prefect et fre 2 % 
Hermit me alſo to fuggeſt to the con ſidera · 
tion pf the Gentlemen 'iwhb-witt meer on the 
3iſt of this month, the proprievy of calling 
#NMeeriog fur the end di December, rather 
thati November, to accommodudte clioſs whole 
atendanceyvillotherwiſeibei 5 Wan 
fitting of Fatlidtment. “ 1 l=, 2 | 
111 8 e lle honbur $6 dez uf Hon 
EL In 1949 beit 4. 10 of 
Your faithful obedient: 7 My, 

His; Ore 05 * oi ind vonn. SURREY. 
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Paper Xl. 


Letter from Abe ReveC. Wryia, 0 Door 
G1LBERT STA, aud, to Frofellor Fer- 


GUSON. 
Bun ron-HaTL, Nov, 14 "_ 


| of 


Sire (1197 211 anna: ry In 14 xt 1 


H G.becp.lgns U from the 
en le e Jour ve bo. Sap: 


ſicler yon as e and zealgus F 
the Gaben 0 5M 8 I take 12 058 


libarty . co t anſmit to vou the incloſed Pro» 
poſal';of | the Yorkſhire Committee for 2 
N af Parliament, ia reſpect to 
both its frame and duration; and 

for axteplqu and W 0 ts 
of the Right" "of Election to Parliament 
throughout the kingdom. It would give the 
Vorlethire 'Genrlemen the greateſt ſatisfaction 
to find their propqlitions are honoured with 


your approbation, and that of the Committee 
of Edinburgh, or any, other Public Body of 


Men to whom you may have the goodneſs to 


rombjnnieae them.“ 


have che honour to mV 
e wet 
With great reſpect, 
In Your molt” humble 8 RX 
a 0 J | C. WYVIEL.”" 
5 150 "ies N 3 8 XII. 


The * of the Yorkſhire Committee, con in 
this Letter to . Stuart, and Profeſſor Ferguſon, was beer 5 the 
communichriom from any public body of —2 in England 
v_ 9893 a diſpoſition to — every Toark 


( 158 ) 


Paper XII. 
Letter from Dr. GIRA STUART 10 the 


ret Rev. C. WII. 
Sir, * | no21077 
HAVE not ſufficiently the command of 
language to expreſs to my, wiſh the ex- 
treme happineſs with which I received your 
communications. The Propoſitions of the 
Gentlemen of Yorkſhire appear to me to be 


of thoſe animoſities which the writings of Mx. Wilkry, in oppoſ- 
tion to Lord Bute, had been too- ſucceſsfully employed to excite. 
National reflections are always illiberal ; and when thrown out in 
the heat of politic. l controverſy, they are at once diſgraceful to 
the Patriot, and injurious to his cauſe.” Inftead of uniting the 
whole Body of the People for the defence of Liberty, they dif- 
guſt and divide, and render Union impracti 5b 
TheYorkſhite Gentlemen felt the improyriety of ſuch canduR, and 
with a manly frankneſs held forth to their worthy Fellow-Citizens 
in Scotland the right-hand of conciliation, The pledge was accepted 
with equal frankneſs and generofity by private individuals of dif. 
tinguiſhed merit, and public bodies in Scotland, And never may 
the pledge be withdrawn ; never may diſſentions be renewed by 
Freſh :Nliberalities ; but * talents and — of men born 
on each fide of the Tweed be ever united, to preſerve the freedom 
of this United Nation againſt the baſe attempts of Corruption, or 
the more daring attacks of Force. ron gti C2, 
From theſe remarks, however, it ought not to ich. that 
the Writer is not very ſenſible of the important fervice' to the 
Cauſe of Liberty performed by Mr. Wilkes. 10 his fortitude 
and perſeverance the Nation owes the correction of that dangerous 
abufe, the Arreſt of Perſons on General Warrants, . This practice, 
ſupported by many precedents, and become habitual to the Secre- 
raries of State, was reſiſted by Mr, Wilkes; and the judicial deci- 
fion again it, obtained by him, added a ſecurity to perſonal Li- 
berty , which ovght to be had in grateful remembrance. But in 
the courſe of a tew — 22 ſame eventful reign, the ſe- 
curity of perſonal Freedom has been again infringed, and every 
popular Right impaired or deſtroyed by a new ſyſtem, direftly 
ending to ruin the Conſtitution. Deeply criminal is the violence 
of Adminiſtration, and fatal ſoon muſt be the acquieſcence of the 
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proper and falutary in the greateſt degree. 
] admire the ſpirit of their Patriotiſm, and I 
reſpect the temperate firmneſs gf heir made 
of proceeding. "My approbatiqn i beg leave 
to offer to them with the hj lt cordiality : 
and - pleaſure. But I much ear it can have 
little merit, except for the entire! fincerity 
with which it is given. The more! 2 
the important points about which they are 
anxious, I am the more convideed of rhe 
titude and liberality of their eonduct, and tha 
they will invartably canſult alike' the wha 
555 of ' their Country and its preſent 


To you, for your private Letter, F 
cb in à very peculiar manner. = 
appeal to my writings is very polite (and flat- 
tering to me; ;for iris a ſtrong proof that tk 


TT, A... 


of Liberty ani! Mankind. In conſequence of. 
your 1 Bare oeig ] have written to my 
Lord Buctati'at Edinburgh on the ſubject of 
them, and I tranſmit ou a copy of ty appti- 
cation to him. fo: 1 rr 
I have thb dhbür to be? © 110 17 | 


Be 8 moſt perfect reſpect, 


Jann volt dealt abeders, f 
Made. U moſt humble ſervant, 


GILB. STUART. 
a Lornon, * eee oh * W351 
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Your effar ts, in ſac 
1 he more . 
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1 Have the honour Co be, 
With 145 gr he xelpedh,, gf ' 
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BuaTan: Halt, Na, 21, * . 


Ma WVVII I. 8 his co : 
lr. Robinſon; tranſmits ſor his 
peruſab 2 of a Letter ſrom 
the — Committee to Lord Mahon, 
and other Qhairmen of Aſſociated Bodies 
troughout' the Kingdom; and fſhould be 
happy 0 find the Propoſitions of Reform con- 
tained it ith ate hdnoored: witli his approba- 
tion. ' Mr. Wy vill believes it id td Mr. Ro- 
bin fon he is inuebted for an excellent paper 
is ſupport of the Kentiſh Petitton which he 
received ſome time ago from Mr. Dalton; 
and which ſoon after appeared in moſt of the 
Nortterr-Prims; and was mer ant very 
generally admired. Mr. Robinſon, he hopes, 
will have the goodiioſ to ecuſe the tardineſs 
of his. acknow}ed Fe keg he wiſhed, to 
communicate, ub dhe his own inſignifi. 
cant opinion, Arg Fu ws as he could collect it, 
that of the Vorleſhirt Committee, on Mr. 
Robinſon's Plan for improving the ſtate of our 
Borough-Repreſentation, ' wilhout amputation 
That the remedy propoſed would be efſſca- 
cibus, ho otie can deubt; but as he ltere ſt 
of every Boroupt in the Kiagdem would be 
ſy materially affected by the change; there 
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(202). 
could be eſtabliſhed by any pacific means. 
The utmoſt oppoſition: from the Boroughs 
might be expected ; and if it were, poſlible 
the Counties could overpower them in Par- 
liament, they might with equal eaſe, and a till 
better effect, amputate them at once. For 
reaſons like theſe, the Yorkſhire Gentlemen 
deemed it neceſſary to endeavour to gain'the 
aſſiſtance of the great towns, &c. by pointing 
out the little decayed Boroughs to the num 
ber of fifty, as the proper objects of Reforma- 
tion. Imperfect as that Reform would be, it 
would probably ſecure the Conſtitution” for 
generations to come; and, if the of 
Kent, and other reſpectable Bodies, would 
» unite with Yorkſbire in the requeſt, there 
ſeems reaſon to hope it might be carried in 
the preſent btuitiba' of the Maroon 
Se Ih 
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Paper xx N 
Letter from WILLIAM Veiel Ela; ta 


lde Rev. C. Wrvikke,,... 


, Broroun, Nw 55. 766. 


pi ne juſt ſeen in the abi — a Letter 
written by you as Preſident of the Com: 
mittee of Aſſociation for the County of York, 
addrefſe4,to-the Lord Mayor and Corporation 
| L TEN a Plan of 2 
Keform of a dangerous tendency. 10 

ak disfranchiſe 
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disfranchiſe 0 Boroughs, and to add 100 
Members ao the Counties, would throw ſuck 


Intereſt, as in effect to convert the Conſtitu- 
tion into an Ariſtocracy. The preſent ſyſtem 
of Repreſentation, though undoubtedly de- 


fective and corrupt, produces, upon the hole, 
effects. highly beneficial to the Community. 


So violent an alteration, therefore, certainly 


cannot he neceſſary. The probable conſe- 
quences of ſo extraordinary a meaſure ſhould 
bo moſt. maturely wei and it will re- 

quire no nn ο mon ſagacity to foreſee the 
manifold and fatal evils which muſt enſue 


from any node of Reformation which will 


for ever ſecurt to the Landed Intereſt the 


moſt complete aſcendency in the Houſe of 


Commans. The Commercial Spirit and Com- 
mercial Intereſt have, happily for the Nation, 
predominated in that Houſe: for a century 
paſt; fur the great body of the People parti - 

cipating in the ſame ſpirit, and being united 
in the ſame intereſt, it has happened, not- 
withſtanding the groſs defects chargeable on 
the preſem ſyſtem: af Repreſentation, that 
this Country has enjoyed a degree of Liberty 
une xampled in any former age, unknown in 
any other Country, and I would eagerly ro- 
tain theiprefent Conſtitution, with all its im- 
perfections, rather than adopt a, plan, be it 
ever ſo plauſible, or even beautiful in theory, 


which, by inveſting a ſet of men, I mean the 


Country Gentlemen, however reſpectable, 
wich Wr ware of power and 
Influence; 


"+ . N 


prodigious weight into the ſcale of the Landed 
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influence, muſt:previe; more. defiruftive to the 
cauſe of Liberty than tine mot.apen and/ayow- 
ed, or, what is ſtill moreidangerons;:the mat 
ſeoret and concealed —— of 'the Cromn 
ag teen odd ga Av 4331104 
| | After oondemning in G, explicit a nabe 
the Plan of Reform propoſed in the Letter, 
Hall offer any-own ſentiments with regard to 
this very delicate and debateahle point. 
In order that tiie opinions and prejudices 
of a great part of the Nation may not receive 
too violent a ſhack, I would: recommend a 
Plan of Reform which ſhould be gradual and 
ꝓrogreſſivo. The idea of disfranchiſing 50 gf 
_ the ſmalleſt and moſt corrupt Boroughs, i E 
wxcellent;;/. but this cannot be done in one 
Seſſion, without exolting general alarm. Try 
the experiment with ten or a dozen, and lot 
the enfranchiſements be always) equal in num- 
por tothe disfranchiſements. - What IL mean 
is, whenever an obnoxious Borough is de- 
prired of its Right of Election, lat the ſame 
Night be-gonferred on ſome one ofthe nan 
large towns which at preſent ſend no Mem- 
ber to Parliament, It may be objected pol- 
{bly hat this is a privilege ich few of tha 
towns wiſh for, that it may (excite; tumults, 
viots, Ser. II anſwer f they do not wiſh for 
it, tlity onght to do ſo, and it is a qight they 
mouldibe corngelledito.exerciſe:for; che poo 
af tlie, wommunity ; and riots: and 'tamulss 
might teaſily the prevented, if the node of 
elecking by bullot, and other ſalutaryireſtric 
tions and regulations, were oltabliſhed _ 
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them. Ths extenſion of the Right of — 
in man r t not 
lable 10 d 17 5 2 nabe 
conflituſibial branch 0 Postel Reformation, 
and it might be done, as it has alfeady been in 
more than baeinſtatice/with applauſe, 
With regard to the additional Repreſe 
tion for the Giry of London;-thotipi1 fliould | 
not much object to the number of 
her Members to fix, and that uf Wellminſter 
to four, I am of opinion chat thiꝭ vaſt Metro- 
polls, upon the hole, — — Her due rank 
in the poftical ale ner mould I by any 
means wiſh to ſee her weight and influence 


in Parliament ſo dee, N to 
her the ſmalleſt engourage 42 
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Paper XVI. 


Later from Gar WILLIAM Cob kid 
bio „ the Rev. C. WISIII. = 


Hear Sir, enn 1 

1 Received your favour py the. laſt We 

T1 fee a Meeting is appointed at Glouceſter 
en the 2d of Depember | I wiſh there may 
de time to hear from you on ſome Ae 
that occur do me. } of d ed Li 

J iſh moſt earneſtiy that the dechyed; Bo: 
roughs may he ,aboliſhed, upon. principle. und 
oy general tegulation.: | len dies ooh of ;the 
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Ned, vere meaſures ſtill more 
on TT — its — — 1 ut to the Conſtitutional 

ﬀ jonal Will, And they alſo been obtained, 
8 Ri ht Election would have been the 
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moſt obnoxious, may ereate ſuch difficutties 
as to fruſtrate the Plan: the'Crown and che 
proprietors may be too firong for : 
{onal defence and perſonal friendſhip will have 
their effect; and though public eonfiderations 


1 wiſh too i could at an rate ſee more Knights 
— 10 17 i rn ir a 

ſuper- added 2557 it, which ſeen ave fre 

material objection; at hy in Faden 

ſented Towns ſhould Eee to 52 6 55 = 

and that in ney Towts, {i ſuch ax Ba 
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of Shirds cure But if ſuch'new Knights 
were to have higher 8 by pro. 


than at preſent, and if they were to be 


choſen by a ſuperior ctaſs of Electors, perſons 
capable of Judging, and above the reach of 


private corruption, thers would be a dignity 


of character introduced into Parliament very 
conducive to public virtue, not only in the 
Perſopis' ſo honourably choſen, but in che ge 
neral maſs. of Members. 

As to ſhorrening the Duration of Parlia- 


inents, though . 2 yet to 
me it ſeems à very g Matter, till ſome 


Nee fa Flak; fr. 1 think that 


175 * y its increaſed influence, gains 
us ve * 


uch at de ehr. 
ency:.of Elections, u r ent 
1 would male che Sen try 2008 de- 
pendant, by. their e of a ruinous 
expence” to the Eleted:”” Trading. Towns 
ind Manufacturing Caddie art grievoully 
hurt by our preſent mode a Eteftioneering: 
What Has berg "elf. iti Ateland? Hax'the 
Iriſh Parliament been leſs c ſince their 
Otiinjat, Bill? 1 beheye gt. I ſuſpekt the 
Elected, as well as the | 


of 16's " may adi of gen; As alſo the 
loading upon our backs, in General Reform, 
the moſt venal part of the Kingdom, in a caſe 
of partial regulation. No doubt, they ought 
to be ſupported, and would be; but it ſeems 


to me that partial or local <tonfiderations 


ſhould be left © out of a Plan of General Regu- 


lation. 


| (oh) 
lation. Scotland will p 
the General Plan. 
] perceive''you mak the whole of your” 
Propoſals may now be accompliſhed. - I very 
much doubt it; but I wiſh exceedingly that 
ſome progreſs may be made: and 1 ſhall be 
very glad to be ſhewn that the diſſiculties and 
objections that occur to me are ideal en 8 
Jam, dear Sir, F 1 
Your very obediecit) IIS \\ 
and ho humble ſervant, 


we" nne. 


Saturday, 
Nov, % a Dang, 


Paper xn. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL to Sir wi 
' | LIAM CONRINGTON, 1 | 


» eres. N 29, 762 
Dear Sir | 1 * 


Dodington, Nov. 23d; and as the County 
of Glouceſter will meet on the ad of Decem-· 
ber, it is impoſſible, before the Meeting, to 
fore will receive it“ by an acroſs the 
country, which I hope ae ang at = 
ceſter in good time.. 


. deer beate al- ſent by — 


Meme GTON. - 


4. juſt received your une dated 
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As you and your friend Sir G. Paul ſeem 
to agree with the Yorkſhire Gentlemen in 
the principal articles of Parliamentary Refor- 
mation, viz. the addition of Knights, and the 
abolition of tbe moſt obnoxious Beroughs, 
the difficulties which have occurred to yon 
and ta him may perhaps admit. a ſatisfactory 
ſolutian. I am far, however, from thinking 
them ideal; much leſs do ] mean to repreſent 
the whole propoſal. as bearing any high proba- 
bility of immediate ſucceſs 3; although, from 
the correſpandence I bave lately held with 
men in office poſterior to the meſſage from 
Lord Shelburne, which 1 communicated 
ſome time ago, I do believe the Cabinet is 
well diſpoſed to promote, io a-certain-degree, 


the Improvement of our Repreſentation in 
Parliament. The Papers on which this af- 
ſurance is grounded, ſhall be communicated 
to you, Sir G. Paul, when I have the 
pleaſure to fee you in Town; and ſo far as 
this aſſurance reſpects Lord Shelburne, I ſhall 
then produce indubitable evidence, that his 
Lordſhip ſtands pledged to ſupport the Aſſo- 
© dation of the County af Fork. ANA 
The difficulty. of che attempt being nl 
ſides admitted, iti behoves us to confider well 
how. thoſe difhculties may be dvercome 3 how 


the Counties applying: for à Reformation of 


Parliament belſk acquire ſtrength; and 
che obngxiour Bopoughe, at: the ſame time, 
may be diſabled from making any effe&uat 
e to the EAA of Fg Counties. 
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To the preſent Freeholders the addition of: 
Knights, and the abolition of certain Boroughs 
are obvious advantages; which will probably 
ſecure their general ſupport. But by pre- 
poſing a ſaperior'claſs of Voters, there would 
be great danger of loſing the good. will of 
the inferior Electors. Whereas the coemmu- 
nication of the Election · Right to the Forty- 
ſhilling Copyholders, would be conſidered 
the lower claſs of Freeholders as an addition 
to their own weight, as it would be to the 
ſtrength of the Landed Intereſt, By that 
meaſure alſo, the Augmentation of County 
Members would be rendered more evidently 
reaſonable ; and a full compenſation would 
be obtained for the great number —— 
disfranchiſed, very properly, by the Revenue 
Officers Ak. * e Sd 
For the ſame purpoſe of gaining ſtrength, 
it ſeems adviſable to limit tho demand of the 
abolition of rotten'Boroughsto' Fifty; altho 
many Boroughs not ſtrictly defenſible in the- 
ory might remain untouched. Let the little 
decayed 27, ta tht number of Ny, be 
ſtruck at, as the objects of Reformation, and 
all not fairly comprehended in that deſerip- 
tion will be ſafe. Many principal Towns, 
and many Gentlemen poſſeſſed of intereſt in 
Boroughs not likely to! be uffectek by the 
change, might then reaſonably be expected co 
encourage the application; and hy their aſ- 
1 
accompli fic meant. By {triki 
off Fifty of the moſt vbtioxious We 


Oz cording 
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| | «cording, to that deſeription, not more than 
1500 perſons would be disfranchiſed. But 
the detail of the buſineſs ought to be leſt to 
the Houſe of Commons. Aſſemblies ofthe 
People at large can never ſettle the propor 
tion of Knights to be added to the ſeveral 
Counties, nor aſcertain what Boroughs may 
juſtly be deemed the moſt obnoxious, and 
fitteſt to be aboliſhed. They cannot enter 
with propriety into the diſcuſſion of ſuch mat. 
ters, becauſe they never could come to any 
agreement. They may point out the prin 
.ciple, and ſpecify the extent of that Reforms 
tion which they deſire, but all beyond tba 
is within the proper province of Parliathen, 
and to Parliament it muſt be ſubmitted. 

If the-Repreſentation. of the People could 
be corrected to the degree propoſed by the 
. Yorkſhire Gentlemen, hardly a doubt would 
. remain but that regulations for leſſening the 
expence, and other inconveniences of; Elec 
tions, might be obtained, in ſpite of Royal or 
Ariſtocratical oppoſition. The neceſſity a 
ſuch regulations would even be greater an 0 
more manifelt, after the addition of Knight. int 
than it is at preſent. But the Friends to u e 
additional County Repreſentation are ab 1 
Friends in general to fair and incorrupt Elec. 
tion. And I have been lately aſſured by the 
noble Lord who laſt winter offered a Bil 
to Parliament for theſe ſal purpoſes, that 
vhs 1 by hi ert ** vl yi, 
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ſees the meaſure to be neceſſary; and means 
to offer his Bill again, with every emendation! 
he can give it.— In all probability the two- 
meaſures will fall together, or they will both 
ſucceed: If the latter event ſhould fortunately 
befal us, the objection to ſhorren'Parliaments,' 
which has ſtruck you and Sir G. Paul — 4 
would probably loſe its force. Ion myſe 
no zealous friend to more frequent Elections, 
vnleſs Elections can be put upon à better 
footing. As a ſingle meaſure, Pam not clear 
that a ſtiorter duration of Parliaments would 
produce the good effects which ſome Gentle- 
men expect from it. But taken a part of 
plan in which a more equal Repreſentutloti is 
provided, it ſeems to be an une nceptionable 
meaſure, becauſe the reduction of expende 
muſt follow the introduction of more County 
Members. And in ſaying this, Ladvante no- 
thing which has not been already expreſſed 
or plainly implied in our Form of Aſſociation, 
which I incloſe for your peruſal. 
And for the article reſpectiog nominal lor 
fititious Votes in the Seoteh Counties the- 
inſertion of it is perfectly conſiſtent with our 
general principle of Reformation,. The 
Scotch Counties at preſent are in the condi - 
tion of our worſt Boroughs. I have heen 
informed by the Repreſentative of Orkney 
Shire & that of ſeventy-five thouſand inhabi- 
tants in that County, about thirty only have 
Votes. In other Counties the abuſe is ſtill 
NN 
03 | more 
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more flagrant. To allow perſons of landed 
property there to vote, as we do in England, 
is merely a matter of juſtice to them; but to 
the Public a meaſure of Seen advantage, as 
it would be the means of converting what is 
truly conſidered as a moſt, yenal part of the 
Houſe of Commons, into a ſet of honeſt, in- 
dependent Caunty Members. At leaſt;/this 
would be the caſe in many inſtances, - which 
on the preſent ſyſtem is not to be 
But the policy of the meafure is Nt 
more apparent, to my apprehen6Gon, when. it 
is conſidered that, by ſupporting the elaims of 
the Scotch Counties, we ſhall-probably obtain 
their ſupport to our more extenſive and more 
important improvements of the Conſtitution. 
The Leiters I have bitherto received from 
Scotland indnee me to think the hope of aflif 
tance from that quarter of the enn 
not i- founded. 
L bave only to add, that I ſhould be truly 
happy to find that any thing I have been able 
to ſuggeſt may have contributed to remove 
your ſeruples, or thofe of Sir G. Paul. The 


concurrence; of your reſpectable County, at ſo 
early a period; would undoubtedly give a 
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Letter r from bega, FeRGUSON to the Rey, 
C. WV. 11 Hum 
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yu liave dove wh a great Ul bf bit 
in making me the cotveyance of ' 

from ” Commiltce of Afoctation in he 
pe of York for a Refbsmation of Pat lle, 
and for the extenſion and beiter regulation of the 
Right of Election to Parliament throug howt|\the 


Kh doin. I took the firſt DOPING 2 
health would allow to communicate the 


tents of your packet to Mr. 2 
gentleman of the firſt charucter in this c 
try, _ I underſtood, was employed id pre- 
draft of a Bill relating te -the 
Rig be of Election in Scotland, and am de- 
fired to return bis thanks 40 you and the 
other Gentlemen of the Vorkſmre Comnittee. 
This matter is under conſiderarion Neve, 
chiefly with a view to reform a h 
abuſe which has-reeently crept into t 
ner of conſtatuting qualifiedtions-to vote * 
County Elections. Perſons having extenſive 
4 riorities in this part of the kingdem par- 
them out to their retainers and friends in 
duch manner as to multiply Voters without 
iner the number of Votes, the perſon 


who confers theſe qualifications being under - 
ſtood to * of aa he 
4 
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Of thoſe concerned in this Reform, many, no 
doubt, are willing to reduce the qualifications 
of Votes ſo as to — their number; but 
this, like many other Reformations, I am told, 
muſt be the work of time and ſome caution, 
My own earneſt wiſh has long been, that we 
had the fame Law of Parliament with you as 
far as relates to County Elections ; but I con- 
feſs that I do not hope ever to obtain it. 7 
I am very happy that my writings make 
me be conſidered as a ſincere friend of tlie 
Conſtitution; being ſo little able to ſerve it in 
N the leaſt can do is to pay it all due 
reſpect in my ſpeculations. One of its beauties 
3s; that it can withlland many evils. without 
being oventhrown. I know nothing ſo likely 
to be fatal to it as the weakneſs and cowardice 
af thoſe on whom its preſervation depends; 
and I ſincerely believe, that to preſerve the 
Rights of the People, the vigour of the Crows 
is, . leſs. neceſſary than their own. To 
malce us as happy as our Conſtitution would 
admit of, requires indeed many other condi- 
tions, which I hope we Winnt aro or 
nr * ae 
11 have the 14 to gy 
5 % 1 21 Minh great * 
91 Rev. Sir, o 1 
| Your moſk — humble . 

201 l FERGUSON. 
dit 21510 Paper XIX. 
f en e l e to have been intended by the 
a Profeſſor to: be communicated — the Yorkſhire Committee; 
it was N acgordingly. It is therefore a Public Let- 
ter, on n ſubject mack dſp ar that ine, „ 


-» 


an oo K&TLo nk & 


Sri Frl. eragrasz ge ease e. 


„ w ˙̃ [ ²˙ ¹uu!I atk wolf 


ee ee 


F X 3 7 


* 


— 


M4161 E nnen 370 N s ni bas let! 


113 ante; "Paper tv tte hoy 


Note ATTHEW Sou Net 
N C. Wrinr. A 19/9 _ 


I ROD s nnd his compliments 
to Mr. Wyvill for the honour of the 
Letter that he has received from him, the 
contents of which are of ſo much conſequence 
that he will juke the liberry: to ſignify in ge- 
03% 13953 01 mac 1 1 1. 
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not con wich the — of the tans Committee, 
a ra panes be ſtill more improper to-conceal it. 
It would be ungenerous to. ſu what was briefly faid, with 
the greateſt of ſuch a man, tp diſſuade 
their attempt ©. . en 


In juſtice, 3 to the 3 — Gentlemen, be declares 


the conviction he always felt, that it was not their deſign to attack 
— juſt pre iog.of the Crop.” They — 


b not from Jn lawful power, but, from bye yas age: . 


re 4 ted the Conſtitutigg on its genuine principles ; 
abhorred, and fully reſiſted reſified the = 
Compton, and their profligate A * 
and wiſeſt Stateſmen of the age. 

long, the baſe influence Aae 9 * was overcome: 

of ſhame and remorſe, a confeſſion was Fee = 
aud cowardice, it was the weakneſs of returning virtue; it was 
the cowardice of men who feared the ſtings of infamy and con- 
ſcience, l day hazard a broad contra- 


{ſcheme of Cs HD, than from accident 
events. They re the Nohles ; they revered the . 

be ied by many Counties, bee prey te 

were many Counties, &c. u 
ras uu rather 

the ſelf-accuſing Aſſembly, . That the Influence of the Crown had 
increaſed, and ought to be diminiſhed.” If this were ung 
diction to the public opinion and their own conviction.  Unfor. 
tunately 
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neral, and in a ſhort manner, his ſentiments 
upon them, which he 'daes with ag utmoſt 
T6 to Mr. hho 1 4 | Ts) 

r. K. now 1s, and always has be en 1 of oof 
nion to mix no other matter whatſoever with 


the propoſition of increaſing the Mem ary” be 


Parliament for the Caumiea aud _ 
ary mich arg 719 IL 

— ub wks bit a Wl aer! ws 2 bon 

to laſting, tao fleeting: ta 

4 me — of abuſes in the expenditure was extorted 
y the firmneſs of Lord Rockingham. After his death, the Af. 

ſembly ſoon n to ĩt * feelings : p__ s to. infuſe 


ſome portioti of r vigour i 3 
n= re at by a ſubſegn hy rg Cn 
= "after wes ray ulbrcefgtal =, to reſtore 
, Babe bew ſyſtem of Terrgt and Undut Toner we 155 

duced by the Winker of Reform himſeff; and — 
the thiſcries of x moſt calamitous war, he tearly d Nada 
into the oe! of Revaotion. Since the expulſion of As Ituartt, 

England bad never groaned under mere oppreffive wenſbres; and 
never did it expreſs s mote exultation that Loney of a deli- 
veratice by the recent Peace. But for what p = this 


complicated ſyſtem of dvtnieftic erimes and K. } 
Dock, thi: « kee of toro Seeteufel the 
rit of innovation, and the Conftitation apinft the poſ- 
exceſſes of Reformers | And among other 4 Objects of 
RS * e the prin —_— uod 
as not the e wh pk 
and at à moſt euotmous ex , er We Mer de 
e 
of the Nation are ftill rue to W on- 
ſlitution; Ml! ready to exclaim with e l en — that 
Reform alone can prevent à Revolution ? Haye not 
the experiment was condaQtelf laid waſte the Conſtit 20 wars 
on opinion at defiarice He not their meaſures produced the 
ol of our National Bank, and a Taxation gruling to the 
ide of ence, and deftruftive of Family comfort ? Hi 
t the conſequence — in Britatu a Pumine aggravated by Wat. 
and ih Tretani a then Iiforteftion, which it Its courſe ſpread 
u 


deſolation through the land, from the ſtrugzie of military rigont 
on one fide, and political animofity and teff rage. on the 
other? Who is fo inhuman that he can confidet theſe calathities, 
and the mifery of a great part of the civilized world, without 
feeling the deepeſt regret? Or who fo — that He dors 
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polis, but to-preſs: with all might ani main 
that point ſingly by itſel .. 
wo meant to offer the idea of introducing 


perſons poſſeſſed of fifty pounds a- year mite 

ſimple to v Stent and with the Hlectors of vom and 

only as a J 
IA bh andy 2 

ſuf 2 b 

1 ae = dae 5 front TD 

tions of Reform which were offs 555 

the documents in theſe volumes it -eannot ref No 


aal have codecs he FR Be of Re * 


fee 81 —— — have FRek — ud in the 


ſatis faction of the Nation. In that caſe, the revaluti 
France could not have endangered the ha 


nary 
;ppiteſs of 11 
its rage would have been diſcharged on the Continent 

tution and Peace wich Prnce wooldhane remained ate 


ken. Pretenicea for adopting a ſyſtem of War and Coerc 
hor ſought, de 


neither _— 
ſecure ; aur Freedom inv 0 e . 
Repreſentative; ; and the Natian, e its e Teh, 
—_ haye enjoyed the fanſhine of 
and undiſturbed by Commotion, — the 
of an n War. 
There is a falſe of policy which many have” enibraced, 


that i it is unſafe for the _— to . . and . 


in e, to grant even 
the — — 1 "or b A, 
july — the 


improveme 
ms To this 22 —.— ray 
row ag us. er Conttitetion 2 
Public opinion it has received many | 
rey. by conceſſion. At lad, therefore, 
it may be hoped that worthy ph will profit Ar f experience. 
and adopt à leſs fallacious rule of cadet; will be at 
leaſt as x jealous of the ambition arid vorraption of the ourt, as of 
the levity and violence of the People: and when meaſutes calcu- 
lated to check and reſtrain each theſe petnicious evils may be 
again agitated, that they will not again lend the countenance of 
their authority to prolong acknowledged abuſes, und 
— Conflituted Authorities to reject Pro of Reform, thou | 
ved by the Public, though mild and equitable, agreeable to 
principles of the Conſtitution, and conſiſtent with the Laws 
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He perfectly approves cutt ting tting off fifty Bo- 
roughs of the feweſt Voters, if it can be done, 
but he fears that it will be found peculiarly 
difficult or impracticable; becauſe it will de 
little lefs than by name turning put of this 
preſent Parliament, or leaving out of the next, 
one hundred Members now actually poſſeſſed 
of Sears in the Houſe of Commons. 
He likewiſe exceedingly wiſhes for ſhort, 
and. particularly for annual Parliaments ; but 
| he eonceives, that the Houſe of Corman 
muſt be very much reformed, before there 
are the leaſt hopes or Probability Tat they 
will ſhorten their own duration. | 
One hundred new Members once her 
| diced on the principles of Liberty and the 
Conſtitution, and inclined in general to act 
on the ſame grounds, might, and in all appear · 
ance would be of the utmoſt aſſiſtanee to- 
wards obtaining theſe other jul. and falutary 
points. | 
Mr. R. however, theiitlous theſt things for 
no purpoſe of contradiction or oppoſition. 
He ſhall moſt ſincerely and earneſtly wiſh, 
ſucceſs to whatever plan for reforming our 
Repreſentation and reſtoring our Conſtitution 
ſhall be preferred by, the County of York, of 
Middleſex, the City of London, and the = 
leading Bodies of the Nation, n e 


Boa ron near Hy rur, 
10 1 — 1782. 
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Letter from the Rey, Dr. Pries Mi . 
Rev. C. W VIII. : 95 457072 


Nrw rar cum, Dh 0 ants, 
ey and Dear Sir, 17 


Laer make myſelf eaſy DYE ſend- 
ing, you theſe lines to thank yon for 
the note with which you have honoured me, 
and for the communication which;accompa+ 
nied it of the Letter to the Weſtminſter Com- 
mittee. I. wiſh, alſo to lay before you my 
u on the ſubject - of that Letter. I 
think it indeed a moſt proper Letter, and I ap- 
prove entirely, of all the points of Reformation 
mentioned, in. it; but, at the ſame time I can: 
not Nei being forry for the intimation in it, 
n order to gain unanimity, the York- 

ſhire — is ready to ſacrifice its 
with reſpect to the abolition of ſome of the 
moſt corrupt Borougha. This I reckon the 
moſt important of all the points of Reforma- 
tion, there peing no abuſe 00 flagrant as that 
a few beggars, ſubject to the Treaſury, Ad- 
miralty, &c. ſhould poſſeſs the power of chuſ- 
ing the majority of that Aſſembly which 
makes our laws, and diſpoſes of our lives and 
fortunes. The addition of a hundred Knights 
to the Counties, without the removal of this 
abuſe, will, in my opinion, do us little good. 


This is the time for ſtruggling, when other 


Counties 


(2232) 


Counties are happily emancipating themſelves, 
and when our Miniſters themſelves are fa- 
vourable to the views of 15 People, and have 
pledged themſelves ti ſupport them. Such 
another opportunity for ſtruggling ſucceſs- 
fully may never offer itſelf; and if we ſtrug- 
gle, it ought to be for ſomething worth the 
having. Your County is giving a noble ex- 
ample. Much may be expected from its 

ht and influence, May Heaven grant 
facceſs to the preſent endeavours of the ho- 
neſt * and enlightened part of the Nation, to 

re for it a real Repreſentation,' inſtead 
of that mockery which now bears that name. 
Till this can be procured; we deceive ourſelves 
when we think ourſelves free; the firſt requi- 
ſite to Conſtitutional Liberty being a'fair and 
equal Repreſentation.  Your- exertioris, Sir, 
in this caufe, muſt be long remembered. Your 
merit is above any praiſe that can be beſtowed 
upon it. Accept the r the ardent 
19 e 1 
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Leer 8 Joux Stef Aix, Ele e 
Sir Joux Fach a K 
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AM Frnonred with your Circular Letter of 

the ayth current, together with ſome 
printed papers relative to the reſpectable Aſ- 
ſociation of the County of York, Which I 
have tranſmitted by; this poſt to the Free 
holders I have the honour; to repreſent in 
Parliament. I % ode ai 09 07 noqu 

It gave me pleaſure to find by your Letter 
that the County of Vork is determined to 
recommend ſome ſpecific. propoſition to the 
conſideration of the Legiſlature; and as queſ- 


tions; of Reſoꝝm are not new to me, I hope | 


you will excuſe. me for troubling . 12 1 
my ſentiments, upon the ſubject., . 


[ have taken the liberty ot — Rae 1885 by 


this paſt,; three; Tracts relative to Parliargen- 
tary Reformation. 'The-4&rſt (which is en: 
titled Larubratiaus during a Shari Receſs ) cou- 
tains à Plan, of Reform which, in many re- 
ſpe&s, reſembies that which, the Vork Com- 
mittee ſeem deſirous of recommending. It 
was a very haſty performance, which was 
wrüten by me with a yiew: of ſounding the 
feelings both of Parliament and of the Pep; 
ple relative to ſpecific; propoſitions: its ꝑxin 
clpal merit 6, chat it rer forth lbs, S. 


ments 


- 
— — — ' —  —  — — 


2 


ments of a ve pectable Senator : at 
leaſt the ſecond —— — is ſent, enti- 
tled A Letter to the Author of the Lucubrations 
during a Short Receſc, is attributed to Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, Member for Old Sarum. His 
ideas of Reformation, however, extend no 
farther than an increaſe of County Members, 
without any Borough alteration, My writ- 
ing upon this ſubje&; and in conſeque 
thereof having been favoured with the 
nions of many Members of the Houſe upon 
the Tract that I have written, has enabled me 
to judge pretty nearly to- what lenpth it is 
that Parliament will be prevailed 
upon to go in reſpect of a Reformation: 1 
vas led from thence to write a ſecond Tract, 
called Reflefions on the a of incregſag 
the preſent Number. of the Repreſentatives of the 
People, which, though printed, is not as yet 
publiſhed; but three copies of which I 


leave to ſend for your private peruſal, t 
that of the principal Friends of ern ſy 
in your neighbourhood. | n bl 


The Plan which it uren is of two ib 
kinds: Firſt, it joins Mr. Pitt in propoſing an I 0 
addition of 55 Members to the Counties; but; I ba 
in the ſecond place, it eſtabliſhes'the founda- I th 
tion of a gradual Reform in the Conſtitution I tc 

of our Boroughs,” but deen tt propoſe that let 
or ook of them ſhould be totally annihilated, - cox 
The obſtacles that are in the way of pur . 


chafing the Legiſlative Rights of Boroughs, 
would be very deut to overcome: many 


hive the complete command of ag 
the 


Coun 
to altarghy AP 
were removed, — 
are tied down, 
'ntereſt, to ſapparg the exi ns Rer. 
tle Boroughs, 29 any att to annihilate 
them w W 
te Pl enge ventared to ſuggeſt in 
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; and I can, till leſs to a epi 
2 would be the general 
« or: he TEE 8 Js 
cre, road a7 i 
—_ have un individbal like me, 
on conſidering the propoſitions advanced in 
your ſecond Tract, becanſe I am conſcio 
my ſolitary' opitiion would tot dd im 
ment's conſideration} 07 d as iy 


But I can with great truth and batisfamlon 
aſſure you, Sir, that ue, Zaoobriatdons AVG 
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of the Friends 11 — 
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4 with an anſwer to theoLetHu had. the 
hon ineeatving from (you, Matiz had 
— — _ refpeciable Cam. 
e fanny; f. H camel 4 
their lt Martingx' Tho Papersrot this-mony 
ind wought n ghat inmllgenecy n 0manay 
_ eakily Suppoſe cat ng mat cn hear mer 
friend ;; $041 tha uſneciſic ꝓropoſaiqd αꝗ 
mauded by Heat: thanithg Apthor 
of the Lygubratians,-. I had entartai nec ſome 
donbss haw fer:it was noble to carry inch a 
ſyſtem thrq both Houſes @fi-Pariament ; 
but now wy, NES erer animated by thoſe 
examples of Public Vjriae which have lately 
appeared in y@ur.iCountys.;3be conduct of 
Lord Gatyayz Mr. Peirſe, &c. muſt be at 
tended with the happieſt conſequence z and 
in other parts of the Kingdom I hope that 
men will be found ready, like them, to facri- 
M&theirwwo private intereſts to the general 
welfare of their Country. | | 
It is my intention, therefore, to publiſh ano 
ther Edition of The Lucubrations during 2 
Short Receſs,” and to ſuppreſs the other pub- 
lication upon the ſame ſubject. As the title 


is rather indefinite, I have ſome thoughts of 
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adding, © Containing the General Principles 
of the Plan of "Count Fahy man recom- 
mcaled by the e 
be improper, however, tg NAK 
unleſs I had reaſdn to believe t - alt 
mittee had that Tract in view when the ſpe- 
cific propoſition of the County of York was 


originally determined, 

I ſhbuld reckon myſAf under hννu⁰ SIG i 
cations to yo fr & ſtate of the tiimibe 
Voters in the different Berong is i vet 

neighbourhood,” It 8 © wirhviit the 
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of all ths Electors in the amn; "Belt 
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"HE - incloſeg- Abſtradt is ; much. at your 
ſervice, /and.I-belieye you may depend 
upon its bejog exact, or nearly ſo. I wiſh 


| You may; procure. accurate information from 


other parts of the Kingdom. The more com- 
pletely you —__ the. Parliamentary Abuſes 


_ complaineg of, men of real Patriotiſm in Par- 
_ liament will be the better enabled to take pro- 


per meaſures for correcting them. That was 
Conſidered as one great merit of your Lucy- 
brations, which certainly made the defective 
State of our Repreſentation better and more 
generally known than it was before. But 


Popular Meetings will neyer. go far into the 


detail of Reformation; or, if they do attempt 
it, they will unavoidably run into difſemtions, 


and ſo ruin the whole undertaking. ' All 2 
can pretend to do out of doors, is to point 


out the grievance, and ify the principle 
68 which we wiſh redreſ may be granted by 
To within. And even thus far it is exceed- 
ingly difficult Far for. the Collective Bodies öf 
different diſtri 


to proceed, without ſome 
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proved. Put, on that occalioh,"1'Jo f 
colle& any referene to ou 112 en 
T'made'r one, myſelf, and benehtt wete 
not mentioned by ay other Chee at 
char Meeting. "Which they agreed to the prin. 
e of abo ming 7 05 E found them. 
des determined by „ ociation'to ſpe- 


the 'abblition of 5 ls, In ordet 
that the number Gilf 5 ht make 
eser the augm h fe A em. 
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thought that the Freeholders of this County are greatly 


ldeir aſſiſtance. I alſo- 
tion from the Conſtitutional Society. In 
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ee ere the honour of your Letter, 


WII 


rate accounts of about forty Cities: — Bo 
rougbs. Many others have promiſed me 
much informa- 


ſhorr, I hope to give-the fulleſt and moſt ac 
curate information upon the ſubje&, that has 
* been nated to the Public. 

hen you conſider the weight which the 
County of Vork has ſo decidedly acquired, 
ſince it has thought proper to exert itſelf, you 
will eaſily account for my anxiety to have 
any Plan I ventured to propoſe countetitinced 
by its approbation; and it gives me particular 
pleaſure to have it in my power therefore to 


ſtate eee between our political 


1 than 18000. But 
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ideas web r/pef? 40 the- Courity Repreſentation, 
and disfranchiſement: of petty Boroughs. Any 
thing that. can paſſibly rouſe the! people to 
think ſeriouſiy upon the ſubject, muſt be of 
ſervice ;-perhaps even a little Trat may have 
that effect, whole general tenor is conformable 
to the views and principles of the Yark Meev- 
ing, and which has had the merit of rouſin 
the Dragon of Old Sarum (to make uſe 
Lord Surrey's expreſſion) to defend his Golden 
Fleece from the attacks of innovators. 
| have now, Sir, only to expreſs my obli- 
gations to you for the honour you have done 
me in the courſe of our political .correſpon- 
dence, and beg leave to n 3 with 
great reſpect, — end 
Your moſt obedient 
2 Je ——— humble ſervant, 
10 b1g am „ 3 ate goon vn 
pa Sys en 1 11 dont 
* ge 7 191 DIR! l 
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Plan of — attempted laſt ſpriug 
to form or collect a body of reſpectable Mem- 
bers of Parliament 0, conſider with proper 
deliberation all ſyſtems of that naure, and 
paſſible, to heal our internal difſeations, ſo 

that we might be the better enabled to con- 

tend with our external enemies. The Papers 
herewith ſent, which were privately diſtri - 
buted among the Members for that purpoſe, 
a 5 have leiſure to glance * 
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The plan failed, hetauſe the 

Gentlemen who —— ane: oppoſition 
thought that nothing was neceſſary to ſave 
the Country, hut to make that'wppoſition 
Miniſters. But Delf is in power; cannot 
be the worſe of — ſpar: to — 99 and 
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"OUR Letter, dated the agth of Septem- 
ber, I did not receive till the end of this 
month, owing to my abſence from home... 1 
am extremely ſenſible of the-tononr done me 
by your communicating the intentions of the 
virtuous body of men with whom you act in 
the County of Vork. -I wilt anſw ay 
as I can reſpecting the County of Gloſter. 
| I have had no epport io conſulting 
but from my in- 
quiries of 'individaals, both before and fince 
your Lonely Þ think I may ſay they have, at 
- this time, no inclination to meet on the ſub- 
ject you propoſe. The Whigs of this County 
Feet generally diſappointed wittnchs gow Mi- 
Ne matters of Public' Occ dif 
. : 


(62 )) 


— — the. effect af their ſor mer axers. 
I haxdly- think they; ane rxady. to take 
ve pant in the m queſiion, nor 

all an being tho wiſh af the Bramies,” give 

the leaſt additional inducemont National 

Oeconqmybas n poipt of Fan und a; 

bane; of Corruption, Was che- fewourilc, and 

Mt; indeed the on object oo oun formar: erer 

onsz, Calpnel Barre sigen and the de- 

„ WJ taining;;the Duchy of Lennalter for ſpecial 

oi" — perſonal. fav our. Me conſider as a 

| — 22 

— — . — ——.— — — bit 

bo es way nen per the. u 

of grem emoluments, and the:cagerneſa, fur 

i: the powenſof diſpaſal, ane unequiv cal proofs 

which mere prateſtatigas will not do away. 
ae ee find an eee 

em- any iſdeps. ige —— to c 

the node of: redreſs ace ipeciſied — 1 5 

„Ian nog be vating in, endeavour to render 

J them effective (provided; ſach mode be con: 

ſtent W nh my opinion.) J. ardently aui 

to ſee a Reformation in Parliament, provided 
the means are unexceptiqnable ; but *. — — 

0 to / thin pr tions ma 

Men af the 3 of Neal. e which 

2 Cobnty could not be — 

to ſupport. Publ 7 2 

4:2 ge grepgition, om Har 

Reforms The evils of |profagon. and conrup- 

„on are potive and, indiſputable ; no man can 

„Mi. deny his alſet v0 a propobtian to correct them, 

gif e the maſt gener al cerms, nor could 
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ahy-Aedne be propoſed tending ie that. end 
which would —— — 
ſupport of every-difintetelted mani öu 1. 
Means of -eſtabliſhing Occonomꝶtej,j˙ẽt be 
dangerour, canhot alarm, can ton Con 
iiutional Inflovation : It is à meaſure calct- 
lated ſor times of national. diſtrels 50 t 1 
ſtrengthening the exhauſted armin the hour 
of danger No ſedner was af propoſnion 
rending to t ſubmitted to the County of 
Gloſter, than the. determination] was decifve 
to ſuppore-the County of York; who have ſo 
properly talen the lead In ſo uſeful a paepale 
The general term, Parliamebtary Reform, 
would, I think, #dw meet a much mot 
doubtful ſupport. If laid before teh County, 
it would depend on the meyns reſorted tb: ll. 
though they ſhould admit theevil, they'wolld 

certainly heſitute as to the mode redreſ. 
In matters of ſueh very feriols import, the 
conſent to tlie mode of redreſi ſi uli be as 
univerſal as the affent-to the. . /Fhe 
variety of ſchetned- which? eyety' day brings 
before the Public, Bears bur fitcle appearance 
of ſuch a- correſponding unanirmity. 80 far 
as to what I gueſs to bee ſtate of public 
opinion here. Av a0 [ndividudl, L will add a 
few words further®to{explain-tay ot /prin- 
ciple.—Of frequent Purliaments- I. 6% fn 
public; delivered ' my ſentiments, that they 
would increaſe the evil; unleſs they were pre 
ceded by laws that ſhould effe@hally. root out 
the expence of Election and Corruption: of 
courſe this point I muſt think matter of ſub 
_ ſequent 
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Franchiſe to elect, barer de Right 
of the ee but, e veins: 


there is no Right withibut — rs ent 
Duty; That of an Engliſh Elector is to exer- 
ciſe his Yranchiſe * with uncorrupt 2 * 
with uivoeal inde ; otherwiſe he 
2 T Right to . of himſelf, as 
well as of e Fellow- Citizens. When I am 
certain that the maſs of the People wilt! 

perform the Duty, I will be the firſt to admit 
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1 
Hir Hovss, De, 6th, 1782. g 
sir, 


Youu Letter by Based 8 met me at « Gloua; 
ceſter on Monday morning, previous to 
the Meeting of our Committee, and I am con- 
cerned to think you ſhould have taken ſuch 
extraordinary trouble to obviate my doubts, 


particularly as the objeQions ariſing from the 


general expreſſions of your firſt Letter were 
already removed by th Specific Propoſitions - 
contained in the Letter from your Committee. 

So far removed, with reſpect ro myſelf, that I 

undertook the attempt of bringing the County ö 
to a conſideration of them, and, as the previous 
ſtep, I ſent a copy of your Letter to each Mem: 1 


ber of our Committee, requeſting them to de- 
liver their ſentiments thereon, on the 2d of 
December. This Meeting of the Committee 


find Sir Wni. Codrington has repreſented to 


you as a General Meeting of the County, and 


| fear this miſtake. has not oaly been Por 


found, The ſubje of the Editor's Letters the Meſſage then 
recently received by him from the Earl of Shelburn, —— 
his intention to ſapport the principles of Reform a by the 
Yorkſhire Aﬀociation, As thoſe Letters of the Editor do not 
materially differ from the Letters which were addreſſed by him to 


David Hartley, Eſq; the Earl of Surrey, and S Perſons, 
Co 


ind which have been already printed in this it ſcews 
inneceſſary to > produce tem hers See Vol. I pages 344» 


145» . 
ductive 


( 242): 
ductive of a falſe concluſion, but of conſider. 


able inconvenience to you. Had the caſe been 
as you ſuppoſe, the County in general would 


habe profited by your very fatisfaftory Letter; 
as it is, F could only impart t to the Gen- 
tlemen of the Committee, who immediately 
entered a refolntion of thanks to you for your 
zealous attention to, and candid diſcuſſion of, 
the ſubject under conſiderations | 

I am ſorry 1 muſt now proceed to tell you 
the meaſure for Parliamentary Reform will 
meet with little effeQtive eneouragement from 
the County. The friends of former meaſures, 


(the Whigs) are fo luke warm, or rather ſo ap 
prehenſive, we dare not venture on theit equi- 


vocal ſapport to meet the NV <Rne a General 


Meeting. © 
In this County, the Public ſeaſa on Political 
Queſtions can ſcarcely be taken pure and un- 
mixed with the influence of provincial parties, 
therefore our deciſions are not fo important 
as you are pleaſed to conſider them, or, 2 
from the population and real dconſequence of 
the County, they ouꝑht to be. 
Two great intereſts, oppoſed from genera- 
tion to generation, have almoſt equally divided 
the County into oppoſite factions. It is next 
to impaſſible to obtain unanimous concur- 
rence on any political truth, however obyigus 
to ſenſe and reaſon. On On the late Petition, the 
moſt that could be expected was done; we 
had the alive ſupport of the one, and the 
ſnent a enee of the other. Great adliut 
exertion is difficult r6 obtain from even one 
ing — a * 
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arty, on any propoſition that does not n. 
_ it a Provincial intereſt; ' 'Qur'/zea we pri 
hauſts itſelf in the County cavfe, and {eaves us 
cold to more Public queſtions. Accuftomed 
to conſider National politics as involved in 
County intereſts, diſappointment in the one is 
decifive to the other; Since our Meetings on 
the Petition, the Whigs have felt a check te 
their expectations at home, which; added to a 
total difappointment in the new Miniſtry, in 
matters of Public Oeconomy; 1 may account for 
much of our preſent torpor. Why theſe 
Gentlemen ſhonld heſitate to proceed who {as 
Members of the Committee) have alfeady ta- 
ken ſteps towards the attainment of the obſect, 
may appear to you problematic. To account 
for it, I have only to obſerve, that the late 
publications of the Conſtitutional Society, of 
Major Cartwright, Mr. Sharpe, and others, to- 
gether with the report of the former Weſt- 
minſter Committee (all tending to means 
alarming to the Eitabliſhed Government): 
Theſe, 1 fay, having been carefully diſtributed 
through the County, have alarmed many, and 
cauſe them to ſhrink from their former 
zeal, 

In a former Letter L töch the liberty of 
expreſſing my own individual objections : they 
had chiefly reference to the violent opinions 
of thoſe Enthuſiaſts who ſoar into ſpeculations 
inconſiſtent with the advanced and * 
ſtate of Society. Your laſt Letters are 
factory as to that point: I perceive, with'va- 
nity, thar my priaciples are not oppoſed to 

2 Poe 


62440 


your 8, and that our opinions on the means 
are but different ſhades of faith as to the prac- 
ticability. /, The violent men of whom I com- 
plain as having loſt us the active ſupport, even 
of our Friends, in the County, will, for the 
fame reaſon, hurt you in Parliament, where it 
is of more conſęquence. Their language is 
indeed alarming, and will cauſe men to heſi- 
tate, leſt, by too generally acknowledging the 
Principle of Reform, they ſhould: be preſumed 
encouragers of means tenfold worſe than the 

ance; means which, under the idea of 
recurring to firſt principles, (not-at'all appli- 
cable inp reſent circumſtances) overlook con- 
ſequences the moſt ſerious that can affect an 
eſtabliſned Government. 

When an author aſſerts, chat no legal 
Parliament has fat ſince Henry VI.“ does he 
conſider the concluſions of his reaſoning ? 

The credit of the National Funds exiſts on 
no other authority than Acts of ſuch -Parlia- 
ments; the whole body of National Juſtice 
become acts of violence and murder; every 
ſpecies of property, and every connection of 
the State diſſolved.— All reaſoning from prin- 
ciples, brought from the darker ages of our 

Parliamentary Hiſtory, is equivocal, unleſs we 
thoroughly embrace the ſpirit of the times. 
Fortunately for the mere point in queſtion, 
we live, under a compact poſterior to ages of 
dou bt our Government bears its date from 
times in which hiſtory is critically exact in all 
its circumſtances ; the co of the Revo- 


hls. betwixt the en Power ad the 
People, 
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people, ig 0 Ib us; by the Bilt 6 Rights; 

Election ns {ha & free: and — — 

ought 0 be Pay Bula” (The la 5 
rh 


indefinite expreffivy. ſeems to be explain 

the Triential Act of the fubſequent Pa 
ment.) Tour propoſſtiom ate, on this! 
ground, unanſwerable as ro prititiple, though 
their efficacy may be matter of opinion, T 
am glad to obſerve you in ſome meaſare'ac- 
cede to my doubts as to circumſtances which 
ſhould precede Short Parltaments. 

The Mereaſe of County Members m may be 

a _— meaſure, if you can ear the difficut- 

ties which attetid it. Ide number of che 
Houſe, = 1 perl Abe to vo 
altered. oughs, there my 
aboliſhed to 200 ee fbr this 1 


and e fix fi! Coden of 
I Lobtere chat om motives o poli 
would overlook. Ve Burgage T8 5 
reſt on Boroughs more open, tho indeed 
haps' more riffielous: But, — as — 
all are of their criminality, you will find the 
Houſe' averſe to puniſh on the e — 
ill, without * of recent fae! there wa 
difficulty in fixing any general role 4 
ſhall embrace the exact number tobe * 
in this proſeription, and yet fach is neceflar! 
to avoid "apparent or real partiality. But, 


ſurely, I need not heſitate to aſſert, as à ſelf⸗ 
erident axiom of the Conſtitution, that ruined 
caſtles and _ houſes are not objects of 


Q3 Repreſentation 


— 


© ( 249.2 | 

Repreſentation in Parliament, or that no man 
ought to-poſleſs a Seat in an Floive Aſſembly 
as à Right in Fee appurtenant to an Eſtate: 
ſuch Rights appear null a priori; and as moſt 
of the Seats which fall within this deſcription 
have been 1 by purchaſe, it is the leaſt 
Dan due to ſuch unnatural property, 
to inſiſt on a 9 alienation, and ſay 
they ſhould. all be given up 4 or a I pries to be 


paid. 
. be wanderiog, int too refined a 
culation on the good effects of Lord 
n's Bill, were I to Imagine it {þ correct 
2 70 a Franchiſe of no poſſible profit 
ector. But let me for an inſtant ſup- 


ei, 


| Dole © nd fur Further, that it be propoſed to 


de up) heir 1 F. ON” rache e 
refore 


where — lectors are few, (and 

molt proper for extinctron) would have a 
temptation to ſurre ; ſuch a1 

ſhould be accepted. By ſuch a mode, it is 

„ you might obtain your number by 


221 think 1 have = that the Borough of 
nceſton has offered to ſurrender 4208 the 

ue Officers Bill 
00 add to ne your purpoſe, that alcho 
the Friends of Ref ormation are ſupine in this 
— 5 the opponents are not more active in 
w of their opinions ang as to weight in 


the Houſe of Commony, if I may venture to 


ralculace f 1 avowed ſentiment, the F . 
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to moderate propoſitions of Reform are as 
oth to tbree. ® 
I bave-the-honour ta ben... 
With great reſpect, 
Vour molt obedient 
and hy ſervant, 
6. ON US PAUL, 


From motives of delicacy to Sir G. Paul, the Editor weeks 


„ this, and the ecodling, Letyar, though h of a Lot 
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the ſu on of theſe t tutellent 
— 1 od. —— loſs to this Calden. In e judg- 


Fart tt very ſpirit of Manly I 
I in the ſame irie their worthy 
Author 59 — 0 to the — of theſe Letters, « in 
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Letter Keen the EIS 2 the Notting 
„ Haruſbire Cointmittee, 40 the e f 
the Locker Committee. 1 40 Ihj 


n Au * ect fr 03 £10 autem: 
a. r 7 
908. 2M: Dane VEE 905. 
1 Sir b Hae 8 7 7 5 . ven 
. Sir, 5.1, 0 def Hin 15 2 Was det — 


ir 15089 0 Laco iw 
HE honour 5 your Lane — hand 
Belton, on my return from Burleigh. 
Permit me to aſſure you no time ſhall be loſt 
in convening a Meeting of the County of Not- 
tingham the firſt opportunity, and layin oy 
fore 2 the requeſt of the Vork 
i zards a free communication of Tents 
ments with the Nottingham Committee and 
County. 

It gave me great ſatisfaction in obſerving 
by your Declaration, that, in general terms, the 
Proceedings and Reſolutions of our late Meet- 
ing had met the approbation of the York Com- 


mittee, and their moderation commended. Still 


that ſomethin . more is wanting to obtain a 
mutual redreſs, our principal object, I readily 
allow ; and this point muſt be aſcertained by a 
mode o be agreed on, that may tend to _ 


((-249 ) 


the ſenſe and concurrence of the two Houſes 
in favour of the Requiſitien. 
The four Reſolutions ſet dawn in your Let- 
ter will come before the Meeting as matters 
of great deliberation and confideration when 
the diſcuſſion takes plage. Their ſentiments 
and refolves I ſhall not attempt to anticipate. 
But the following concluſion muſt not paſs 
my notice: The hints ſo ably -interſ] 
in your: oberyations cannot fail throwing a 
conſiderable light on the next proceedings 7 
the Couaty Meeting, and enable themioto 
clear their Way through the many difficulties 
which, from your on aſſertions, a Reforma- 
tion will be eyer liable eo p ei E Ales 
The whale, tenor af your Letter ſhall be 
laid before the Gentlemen that compoſe: the 
Committee of this Couatꝶ, and explained to 
them to the heſt of my abilnies. „ 
The timel to be ſettled for calling the 
Megtipg will depend on circumſtances, on 
account af the approaching Meeting of Par- 
lament &bvt,ghe;.conlieft; oppbrtunity, and 
neareſt the. period fixed on by the York 
Commitwe, will, „I make not the leaſt doubt, 
N eee . 
Wich every reſpect, Lam Sir, 
* 194109 m Your moſt obedlent nnn 
and humble ſervant. 
0 „h GEO. SUTTON. 
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Letter 2 the Mus 1. Norzmanan to 
be aua wr LORRSany Cou- 
, \MITTEE, 730 


Sir, 3 

. ne eee of your 
Leiter of the aſt of November, and to ac. 
quaint you, 'thar I did laſt wok. convene a 
Common Hall, to tue into conſideration the 
propriety of petitioning the Houſe of Com 
mons reſpecting u Par lanventary Reform: the 
_ reſult was, the queſtion was put, whether hen 
10 proceed, or to poſtpone the further con- 
Kderation for two months; e nbd; Was 
carried by a very mailt majority 
yet, as the minority (ameng fed were ts 
veral who ada dees Friends to the 
meaſure) ' withdrew; it was thought adviſabſe 
not! to proſecute the uſfalr any farther” at 
preſent. When the grand eutſtion of War 
or Peace is-deridbd; ic 8 to re- 
viue the and I make dont Wall fo 
far ſucceed as to obtain aPerition u d 
rate Act; but what the ſenſe of the Town in 
general would be, 1 E in w power to 

r 8 
Tok am, wah great regard, 

ir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
| JOHN FELLOWS, 
as | Mayor . 
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Reſolution tommunicated: by the\PRESEs of a 
4 General Meeting of abe County of: Stirling, 


40 the GHAIRMAN of the Yorkſhire-Com- 
mittee. y 4 2 rern 50 
i Srizrine, 3 Der. 1782. 
HE Gentlemen of the-County of Stirling 
having had the Letter and Eneclofures 
tranſmitted to them from the Committee of 
Afﬀociation for the County of York laid be- 
fore them dy the Sheriff, and read, are very 
ſenſible of the attention of that Committee in 
ſo freely communicating their idea of ſuch 
Reformations as appear to them would tend 
to the benefit and improvement of the Con- 
ſtirution, iu teſpect to the Repreſentation of 
the People, and the Duration of Parliament ; 
and beg the Preſes of their Meeting will 
return their thanks to the Gentlemen of the 
York Committee, and to e en wi 
the co nication ;, and to aſſure them, the 
Gender bf this Ponger are equally well 
inclined to ſupport every meaſure that tends 
to the Public benefit as any County in Great 
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8 IV. 

Reſolutions: at 4 Meeting of tbe Freeholders, 
Commiſſioners of — abs and other Pro. 
prietors of Land in beStewartry of Kirk. 
cudbright, held at Kirkcudbright wponthe 
7th "day 'of Fannary, 1 783, to confider the 
Heads TWo Bills ing Freehold Ona. 
lifications, irgn{milted from bh General Meet- 
ing / Land- holders and d Delegates of Coun 
ties; communicated; by) ALEXANDER, Gon- 
dbox, Eſq; tbe Præſes of the Meeting, wo, the 
CHAINKAN: ai the; Yorhbirs ber 


2 gn { 


| Þ os Refourds. — £6 010 1 dhe 


HAT the Laws reſpecting the EY 

 lifications of g Members 
to Sar. in Parliament for Scotland, ought to 
be altered and amended. 

2. That creating nominal "ar $Ritious 
votes is a grieyance. * 

3. That the Draughis of the ibn 
ee to the Meeting, do Hot appear t to al 
rho "oc; remedy. ©. 
| hat a property valued at $61. Scots in 
** Ceſs Books of the County, and paying 
Taxes accordingly, ought to be a ſufficient 
qualification, 

5. That the property ought to be holden 
of the Crown. 

6. That all perſons now ſtanding on the 
roll on nominal and fictitious qualifications, 
ought to be ſtruck off. 

7. That 


28 


r 
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7, That the Meeting approve of that part 
of one of the Bills, obligipg Superiors and 
vaſſals to fell and buy ſuperiorities upon the 
requiſition of one another. | 

8. That the former Committee ( peine 
for this County, to meet at Edinburgh with 
the Committees of the other Counties of 
Scotland, be continued; and that the Rev. 
Mr. Muirhead be added to the ſaid Com- 
mitte. 

9. That the Preſes tranſcait a 3 of theſe 
Reſolutions to the Chairman of the Yorkſhire 
Committee, and to the Secretary of the Ge- 
neral Committee at Edinburgh. And 

10. That the Clerk cauſe theſe Reſolu- 
ions be inſert in the otitis and Dum- 


fries news- papers “ 
my Preſes. 


* Mr. Gordon's Letter, and that of Sir Thomas Dundas, are 
omitted, having been intended merely to authenticate the com- 


= Gs te Meringue which they replied fe 


Paper V. 


| (254) 
i In ovogQqs NH H aH 7 
| HT AC [54 Paper V. 1 L, 213 10 900 7 
3 tOgth epi nen „edi iel Of) een 
Letter from the Mayor, of Welt Looe, 10 ih 
CHAIRMAN of the Yarkihire Committee. 
1 HAVE been honoured with the receipt of 
your Letter, and have communicated the 
contents to the Aldermen and Freemen of this 
Borough, and we are vunanimous in our opi- 
nion that it would be highly improper to 
make any alteration in the Conſtitution of this 
Country, which we have always refpected as 
the moſt perfect that any Country was ever 
bleft with; and we cannot fee any reaſon to 
be alarmed at the preſent Influence of the 
Crown, when we had an inſtance in the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament that the utmoſt exertions 
of it could not prevent the Miniſtry from be. 
ing totally overthrowu. We apprehend the 
evils that would attend frequent Elections 
would much overbalance the advantages that 
might be derived from them, and therefore 
cannot apprave of Triennial, much leſs of 
Annual Parliaments, | 
We ſee no objections to Copyholders, ad- 
mitted on Fines certain, being allowed to vote 
as Freeholders : and we are not ſufficiently 
conveniant with the nature of the Boroughs 
in Scotland to form any judgment of the pro- 
priety of the regulations propoſed to be made 


in them, bt 
| >. Some 


* wy 


(255 } | 
Some of the Magiſtrates having heen ab. 
ſent from home, prevented me from collect · 
ing the ſentiments of the whole body ſooner, 
or I ſhould before have acknowledged the re · 
ceipt of your favour. I a 
Your moſt bbedient aw, 
N NAT H. HEARLE, 


IF 
Wer Look, Joo r4ube 3985+ PO 


ro — — — — — 


ns 

to Letter from the Maron of Parthians to the 
he 
alt 


CHAIRMAN of the Yorkſhire Committee. 


_ 2 p. N een —— . ; 
b - Sir,- 

he TAKE the earlieſt opportunity of nol" 
"Ns ing you, that, in conſeqnence of the Letter 
nat with which you favoured me, a Meeting of 
ore i the checken of Portſmouth was beiden 
ot Wthis day, when the following Refolucibe was 

e 2 


ote Ne e/folord, 


That the Na of I 1 
equally ſenfible with the Committee of the 
dunty of York of the neceſſity of a Reform 
n the preſent defective State of the Houſe 
of nn and that ſhortening the Dura · 

tion 


(56) 
tion of Parliaments, and:;iritroducing à more 
Equal Repreſentation of the People, appear 
the only means of rendering ſuch — 
tion effectual. I have the honour to de 
Sir, 10 1 55 
Your molt obedient humble — 
5 JOHN CARTER, 
Mayors 
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Abſtract of A Aofwers by the SHERIFFS; &ec. of 

ſeveral Counties, the City of Norwich, and 

_ the Towns of Liverpool and Doncaſter, to 

LR Letter of the ft of November, 
1782. 


HE Letter of Will. Law, Eſq; Sheriff 
Depute of Haddingtonſhire, dated 

Nov. 23, 1782, declares, He will lay the; Cir- 
cular Letter of Nov. 1, 1782, comm cating 
the Proceedings of the Committee of Aſſocia 
tion of the County of York, before the Gen 
tlemen of the County of Haddington. 
2, 3- The Letter of Rob. Camp u, El 
Sheriff of Atgyleſhire, dated Nov. 28, 1792, 
and the Letter of Robert Sinclair, Eſq; Sheriff 
of Lanarkſhire, dated Dec. 6, 1 78. : a Cle 

ſimilar: declaration: 

4. The Letter of Matt. Campbell, Ef fer 
Sheriff of Wigtonſhire, dated Dec. ig, 17824 % 
declares, that he ſummoned the 'Freeholders der 


* tun County to take the Circular Letter ber 
| | into 


— EY NY 


wy 
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_ — * e 


0 % 

wr uh 3 ben n At- 

© 

5. The Lettet 'of E. RO ſa; Chairman 
of Xu late Conimittee of ae ON Te 0 
Noy. 27, ifs, deck declares, hey 1 1 10 ! 
of the Nor en had 5 
ſulted 15 Wi” 5 5 Ve 5 DEE 


5 ern Je: 2: = 


ama Dec. 13 Ms $2, declar: 
great probabili A at the. 
ford will interfere. .fiippoi 
recommended 5 the 219705 | 
The Letter of Viſcount 
Chairman of the Committee of De 


dated .Nev-,.158h, 1782, E. Uu he 
Committee of Devonſhire 


AE, ſubject zw Co of th Cm 


relieer if he ſhould be 0 — 2 — he —— 
call the. Committee accordingly, and ley be; 
fore them the Circular Letter of che Nerd. 
ſhire Commiittee. | * . de Act 
8. The Letter of E. De . "Eſq; Town 
Clerk of Norwich, dated 1 16, 178a, 
declares, that the Mayor had cauſed an Aſ- 
ſembly of the Corporation to be ſummoned 
to take the Circular Letter into their conſi- 
deration, when a ſufficient number of Mem- 
bers did not attend to conſtitute an Aſſembly. 
R 9. The 


A. 258 
790 be Letter of Ged. & ſe, FIG Mayo r 


f Liverpool, dat Nov, 25 th, 1782, elne 
cat he 175 wo, he Ur Letter befor 


/ Mayer pf Dovealleh ge Dev gn 

Ty e at he gave 1 of a We 

in of 9 8050 orporation 50 105 | con 

11 the ula r Letter; 40 155 Although 5 
C 


ien did. ot ttend to mak Corpe atio n. 
Me egting, eee very. 7 cate Mom 

bers did at ae and unanimouſly died bim 

to 10 ben to, the, Yorkſhire lis e J their 

5 probation o Pn propoſ itions of Reform! in 

e ſaid 1 nd their ſingeſe wiſh 2 3 

Reform of 7 85 may 'be effecke ac 


cordingly.* | 10 ie 0 1 lo mig 10 


be anſweh this abhtaged | with tho bene hn the . 
ceding 1 vf this Nate le Tanin ber 10, complete 
anſwers V or 
wy 1 ale Cinzer Leher of 255 1712 7 An oat; 
will be better enabled to jud ge whar degree of ihtereſt bad 
— excited, aid. hat d pree of — þ had been pbtained 
throu an the 2 on by — than he could have 
been if the dence had not-been laid before 


. ON "i bop — thought af nk fon fot 


— apers, in ns to thol e former former ele 
fr iow N ii ef Jo. 25 1201 8 
8 2801 7 Fork Þ 23461 NOT IP 29 1 
An, Daus bed 7: 2: 181128 
Done 411111 nt 89.03 no Pf 2 NUMBER 
©1002 141 Oni in a4 <0 +1 
1 TY 10 cl 91118] 194 $43 S 49S 54 qo "” a+ 1 4 
vidio A gs inne 05 bolts 160 bin 13 


iv h 22 51 


* 


Ae Kn 2011033500109 sn vi $ 
1193 an h 0h! 281 en j 114011 15 115 
. 1 001 
* - ®, , * * 5 * 
1149 Fig No2qF1 19d hd 13 241 141% s 1 


en 9) oIur, _ Got 


404 Jie 
bien W ION 
Paper I. 


Letter Ba Koni Warrorz, Ef cn ark! 
MAN- ofa General Meeting Ge 
tants Sek Edmunds, to. 5 he Rev. 0. 
Wivikr. % 17 mod f 561 


* Fo „. ar fy ry: 
15 % ot 2% Wi <> nol 15 62 boy 


gar The b i Alloelation In York: 

2 * to the ſenſe of thoſe 
from wh eir authority is derives; 100 
— genen the defective and unequal ſtate 


Repreſentation, permit me, in 


h- 
Febale of cn Son of 8 


to you their Petition, as incloſed ; by which 
jou will ſee their deſire of local redreg; and 
at the ſame time be convinced of their wiſn 
of General Reform, on the conſtitutional prin- 
ciples of equal and adequate Repreſentation. | 
You will alfo ſee the opinion 'exprefſed"by 
the Inhabitants of the injuſtice and deſtruc= 
tive conſequences which 1 the 0 

and have accompanied the progrels. of 
War againſt America: againſt which War 
the Aﬀociation of your ounty in ſorhe of 
„Ra their 


( 262) 
their earlieſt proceedings gave a ſalutary teſti. 
. mony. 5 5 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, 
r Birr 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ROBERT WALPOLE 
TSS ? > 52 > 9 Chairman. | 
Buzy, 710 J. 1783. A 
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f 1608 1 
» Within eight or nine months immediately preceding the 
date of this Letten, the Band of ian had been — 
and theit Leader had been driven from his poof diſhonour; ſome 
wu Norm had been effeRed by the Patriovic Mjniſter who ſuc- 
ceeded to power; and on his untimely death, his worehy ces 
| with a us frankneſs had given the promiſe of his ſupport to 
the Yorkſhire Committee, by whom it was made kaown te the 
Nation, Yet, notwithſtanding theſe favourable circumſtances, 
| and the indignation excited throughout the Country by the pro- 
fli of the venal Boroughs, at the laſt General Election, one of 
which had been recently disfranchiſed + on the fulleſt proof ol in 
guilt ; ftill, about chis time, the meafures'of the Yorkſhire Com- 
minter ſeemed Bkely to regeive hut a fender and inadequate ſup- 
On the, one hand, the Committees of London, Weſtmin- 
, and Middleſex, ſtood aloof, diſpleaſtd that any Tpecific pro. 
poſitions of Reform had been brought forward by Yorkſhire; 
tho” in a mode not contrary to any. n while ſome mou 
ager Reformers refuſed their concurrence, Uiflativfied that, Yorks 
| re fought not a more extenſive Reform : and on the-other hand, 
| 


merous Bodies in different parts of the Kingdom forbore to ak 
o much, or even to aſk any Redteſs: and thus, Yorkſhire ftood 

almoſt unſupported between them. Hence, Mt. Piet found him 
(| ſelf not yrt enabled, by any [ſufficient declaration of the People, 
| | ta attempt the abolition of Fifty Boroughs; and about this ume 


it was underſtnod that he had become apprehenſive it would be 
|| nectffary, in his intended Maion, to abanden that principle, and 
| N only the addition of Fifty Members to the Counties, 
C us was the very conſequence which had been predicted in the 
Editor's Letter to Adern Croſby. And certainly, for this, 
N . blame; at to Mr. Pitt, but to thoſe who deglined to de- 


After this period, the of \fucadſs was conſiderably im- 
Yeti fans ined by dhe Counties of Cort- 
and Derby ; the Towns of Bury, Portſmouth, 8 


AIs g 
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Letter from an IwR ABITANT. of Bury, 10 4 
YoRK8HIRE GENTLEMAN; & whom it was 


communicated to the Rev. Go YVIEL.. 1 * 

IS! 04 1081 31e? 

MT RET ' Bur, Jas. 7th, 1783. 

. Dear Sir. Ok n 


r eee ee you pleaſure 


5 to find that, ſomething of that generous 
ve BW manly ſpirit which has fo much diſtinguiſhed 
„te County of York, ſhould in the ſmalleſt 
degree ſhew itfelf in a | Borongh like this, 
You will ſee by the proceedings of our Meet-. 
6. ing. incloſed in the cover to Mr. Wyvill, that 
i was the unanimous opinion of a numerous 
n- Wl and very reſpectable Meeting to petition Par- 
. liament on a general Reform in the Repre+ 
ro- Ml ſentation of the People. Thus far we en 
we) BH tirely agree with the York Meeting; but we 
ow muſt freely acknowledge that we are averſe 
from having the whole weight of Repreſen- 
*. tation thrown into the Counties. You well 
— expreſs our wiſhes, when you ſay, that the 
ume 


Yarmouth, Cambridge, Briſtol, and Scarborough, either had 


— 
* 


joined, or were preparing to da fo; and the Committee of Mid- 
, and thier, is a Lecer w hae of Yorkihing; $ ax 2 
cles. bation of the Proceedings at the late County * | 
a the alan In befieving tex they were amanimons wi the County 
this, Wy of York. However, ym nm — ty, and the ſup- 
0 de ben of ſeveral Counties and Towns, was not ſufficient to engou- 

ne Mr, Pitt, on the 7th of May, 1783, to adopt the ſpecific 
A zons of Yorkſhire, He found it adviſable to offer Reſo- 


OT” BY lations of far lefa asd extent ; and even they were rejected 
rd eſicacy z they were rezerte 


— $ See Number XII. Paper V. 
WY 1 Commons 


Commons Houſe of Parliament ought to ſpeak 


— 


* — — —— 
—Oo—__— — _— _—_———  — — — — —— 


3 


whilſt we hope that the little dirty Boroughs 
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the voice of the People; but we think this 
never can be done unleſs that Houſe embrace 
the Repreſentatives ' of all ' deſcriptioris'"of 
men: particularly thoſe who are 'concerhed 
in the Commerce and Manufactures of the 
Kingdom. It is impoſſible for the large Body 
of Landed Gentlemen to ſee with the eyes cf 
Tradeſmen ; their peculiar habits and modes 
of life in general prevent it! Indeed, /the 
preſent ruinous War, by giving a dreadful 
check to Trade, has made the moſt [unwilling 


_ Tee, by the aſtoniſhing fall in the value of 


eſtates, how'much the landed and/'rommer:- 
cial intereſts of theſe Kingdoms are blended 
and connected together. Vet as theſe things 
may be forgotten, we never hope to ſee the 
time when large Commercial Manufacturing 
Towns ſhall loſe their right to ſend Repre- 
ſentatives to Parliament, and only have an 
intereſt with the Counties. On the contrary, 


may be disfranchiſed, we earneſtly defire that 
the moſt reſpeQable of the Boroughs, ex- 
tending the Right of Election to all the Inha 
bitants who pay Pariſh Rates, ſhould continue 
to ſend Repreſentatives, and ſuch "Towns as 
Birmingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, &c. be 
added, to the number, With reſpec to this 
Town in particular, the inhabitants of it, by 


an acturate ſurvey made in the year 1768, 
amounted to 7135 Perſons; and it appears 


by the Pariſh Books that the number 5 
* , x 10 17 3 c 


> * atk 
T4 Fa <q} 
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(2%). 


Male e who pay. to the Rates are 
587 : Vet a, Mg 1 under £ Charter 
from King James: conſiſting when 
full of /3 9ipexſong, who are ſelf elected, baye 
the excluſive Right of decade embers 


to Parliament. 

To obtain Für b the Jidvilabits! 1 : 
Pariſh Rites, an equal Night: with t 
poration td vbte for tlie Repreſentatives 
of the Towr of Bury, is tHe object of of 
Petition; and as it likewiſe expreſſes a debe | 
for a Gerſeral Reform, we Hope My! Wyvill 
and the Committbe will intereſt themſelves 
with their Friends in behalf of our Petition. 
Will you be {4 obli gas to convey to Mr. 
Wyvill the Letter of our Chairman, with the 
incloſures,” and "inform him of the ſtate and 
circumſtances of This Town, and our deſire 
that he' would fpeak' to his Friends to intereſt 
them in out favour. Alt has been hinted, that 
the Corporation has received two Letters 
from Mr. Wyrm, but they kept the matter 
quite ſnug. Could you procure me copies 
of thoſe chrers; and © acquaint me whether 
there were c anſwers returned; and if ſo, 


(which I mut doubt) what thoſs anſivers 
were? Kn | 
| . am, dear Sir, ry 
my Your Friend, ge 


+. FI 
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42 Iv. Kings Paper bc * 
Note from the Rev: C. Wrvttt u the Author 


R. WYVILL. preſents his Fomplitpents 
VI Mr, — , and requeſts his accept- 
ance of the incloſed Report of the Yorkſhire 
Committee. The Appendix annexed to the 
Report contains a copy of the Circular Letter 
of the Committee of the 1ſt; of November, 
1784, which certainly was ſent to the Mayor 
of Bury. It is equally certain that no anſwer 
has been received from the Mayor, or any 


other Member of that Corporation. From 


1411 


Fifty of thoſe obnoxious Boroughs were cut 
off, the ſound part of the Conſtitution might 
be reinforced by an equivalent addition of 
Members to the Counties, the Capital, and 
ſeveral Great unrepreſented Towns, without 
increaſing the number of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. By that improvement in the State of 
our Repreſentation, the Conſtitution would 
probahly be rendered more permanently effi 
cacious to ſecure the happineſs of the People, 
than it has been in any former period, 'The 
extenſion of the Right of Repreſentation, 
where it has been narrowed and . 
| EIS - 


—— 5 A bh oo. he be K en renee 


. 2 

- wohld fill 

5 ent. ug Gentlemen, 
Promote "s ben Toren 


V 
8 ts 
7 15 15 ertaitily clafs' among t 
3, may © amon 
72 determined Friends, the Advocates for 


2 General Reformation of Parliament. * m 
| Bonron:Hakky 4 7 1 Nr le cory * 
LETS, D 7 [4 \, X 
. ra . e 
laue, ſow the Rer. W. J. Tuns, tn th 
| Rev. C. WrVIL. B BY Jetty 
Dez ir Sir, þ 0 55 8 | AJ 


PT is great pleſore s un to have the 
prefent opportunity of renewing our cor. 
reſpondence. I have the ſuatisfaction to 'ac- 
quaint you that, on Monday laſt, the 6th of 
this month, there was a Private Meeting of 
ſome of the prineipal Country Gentlemen of 
this County at Truro, when we concurred in 
the following ſentiments and wiſhes; “ 
Conſidering the peculiar circumſtances of 
this County, to advance but one ſtep is a 
great point gained ; and I make no doubt but 
thar our next Meeting, which is fixed for the 
21ſt Inſtant, will be much more numerous; 
2 reſpectable for property 
and character. There are many who, though 


\* Oni hr ks ls Nate Arg Yi 


they 
8 


—— 
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they declined Papen our firſt derer 

highly; approved of it, and engaged to fign 

aur ſalt ions. Our, two. 1 0 W 
I 


2411 


not. ate preſent in the .country, 
bead 


our Laſt, though phe of wn is fo 
deeply; intereſted in the Boroughs. The 0 
claration of. our. Nene 15 not ite 
Pointed and full as I could have wiſhe 
as you will ſee by the Paper on the bs 


ſide, but a ſmall part of what I propoſed; but 


Gentlemen were afraid of ſpreading the 
alarm, and of uniting all the Boroughs againſt 
us. Should we be ſufficiently ſtrong at our 
next Meeting, we propoſe to draw up a Pe- 
tition ta Parliament, to be preſented by our 
Members, and intend to copy almoſt verbally 
that of the County of York. It will be a 
great pleaſure to me to hear from you as 
ſqon as paſſible, that I may avail myſelf of any 
hints, you may ſuggeſt ; and I defire to knoy 


whether you think it will be neceſſary to copy 


your explanation of the Yorkſhire Tertieg 
as well as the Petition itſeffff. 

We were unanimouſly. of opinion, chat no 
Public Meeting ſhould be called by the She- 
riff, as it would produce nothing but wrang- 
ling and confuſion: none are to be admitted 
among us, but ſuch as think as we do. Every 


one preſent had a ſigned copy of our Reſolu- 


tions, . which he was, to communicate to his 


Friends, to be likewiſe ſigned by them; at 


the ſame time requeſting their attendance at 


the next Meeting, Whatever may be the 
e of the Boroughs, aud thoſe rn 
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in them, 9ththe principal Gentlemen for cha- 
ractet and property in the County ſeem, fully 
derermingdito petizion Rarliament for redreſs, 
aud hops t gain in weight what , 
poſſibly loſe in numbers. 

Of! Penryn, which. is in my Pariſh, and. i in- 
deed of all the Boroughs here, you muſt en- 
tertain no hapes. It i * entirely in the hands 
of Sir Francis Baſſet * „a forward, preſuming 
young man, and of too intereſted and narrow 
a 22 to wiſn for improvement of any kind. 

His adverſaries in the Borough. who, are. the 
Magiſtrates, are equally averſe to any altera- 
tion. Mean, ignorant People] And: ſo un- 
willing was the Mayor to ſhew your Letter, 
that it was, with. the greateſt difficulty 1 2 
get a ſighit of it. If you thinł jt adrifable, I 
will move at gur next Meeting that our Reſo- 
lutions be communicated to you, to be laid 
before the Yorkſhire Committee. 5 

With increaſed eſteem of you, and your 
generous and noble views, I am, 

| Dear, Wyvil, ap 3 oy 
Your Megane humble re S. 
Hd ul A. 
C] Vi W 


PenRyn, Connwall, 9 ne 
9¹⁰ eng 03; lot: 1 bus. = 
21011000: 
Reſolutions alluded ta incthe receding Letter, 
1. THAT the preſent Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament is notoriouſly. inade- 
quate, but miore particularly of the Inhabi- 
tante of this County, where about twelve hun- 


dred 
* Now Lord de Dunſtanyille! 
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dred Perſons, who have votes in the different 
Boronghs, return forty-two Members, whereas 
the whole County elf,” containing upwards 
of twenty-four thaiſing' Frecholders, ſends 
| only Two. 

2. That it appears  kighty nredſoocbl#/cha 
fo ſmall a number of Voters, Perſons in ge- 
neral of inferior condition and 
ſhould have ſo diſpropertionate a ſhare in the 
Legiflature, and ſo undue an Influence in dif- 
pofmg of what is moſt valuable to ſo many 
Gentlemen of character, information, and 
92 177 dee 

That encouraged by the Sdn 
of Miniſters, who pledpe themſelves to pro- 
cure a more Equal Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple, we think it a duty we owe ourſelves and 
Country, to uſe every legal and conſtitutional 
means in our power to ſupport and forward 
ſo neceſſary and falutary a Reform. 

4. That our views and ſentiments on this 
important ſubject be communicated to thoſe 
Gentlemen, who, we have reaſon to think, 
will unite with us, and that they be invited 
to ſign the above Reſolutions. 

5. That our next Meeting be held at 
, and that ſuch Gentlemen as ſhall 
approve or ſign the Reſolutions, bo requeſted 


9 give their attendance. * 


T. provent a ble infnuation. to the diſadvqntage of 
Moe! — Fr — A 
—— theſe Reform with his Letter, 
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A ine eu e ner 
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every public and * — account, your 
communication of the ;gth inſtaut bas 
given me the higheſt ſatisfactian 3 and no one 


can more cordialiy than myſelf wiſh ſucoeſa to 
your endeavours to engage the County o 


Cornwall to ſupport the Common Cauſe af 
parliamentary Reformation. I have little 
doubt, indeed, ſo far as the County of Corn- 
wall may be concerned, that you will have 
ſucceſs equal to your wiſhes, or mine. The 
numerous Freeholders of that County have 


much reaſon to complain af the unequal dif- 


tribution) of the EleQion-Franchiſe ; to them 
it is an inſulting ſuperiority, chat a few 
gars in their little decayed; Boroughs ih 
poſſeſs an importance ſo much beyond their 
own, in the ſcale of Parliamentary Repreſes- 
tation: To the Nation at large this i 

i thy; oſſeſt inſtance. af abuſe; the correc- 


which is, in a. peculiar degree, the 


— object of the preſent ſtruggle. I truſt 


therefore you will find r ſupported by 
erery Man of ſpirit and integrity, who either 
regards the welfare of the Community, or or his 


own importance as a Freeholder of the Coun- 
ty of Cornwall. 
I therefore 


er —— ͤ —wu—̃ — — 


6(2⁰) 
I therefore cannot hel clp, expreſing my re 
gret that 90 and ybur Friends do not think 


| 15 calling a G a nora e en of . 6 er 
rs 


he great Body of the F. rec holde 
throughly — , to glve your meaſures an 
effectual ſupport. As far. as I can judge at 
this diſtance, I think you not only migbt by 
ſafely truſted your propoſal to their 
ſenſe, büt you Wobld have een g Ft 
ſtrength by calling them together, ant] 
inſignificant Members of your venat Boroughs 
would not have dared to cbnfront you in the 
preſence of the Corniſh Free holdefs. I hazztüö 
this ſentiment; with great deferente to ou 
and the other Gentlemen of the Gerry, 
the fulneſs and ſincerity of my heart, ping 


that, if yout plan is ribr” finally [fit you 
will re:ifider it in this reſpect 37: U pet. 


haps, if there are not ſtronger reaſohsap — 


it, unknown to me, you may, after 
ſecond Meeting this day, find Nrw e en- 
couraged to proceed ot more Sen plas 
of a County Meeting. 

I am happy tb find {bi} apptove the Petition 
of the County of York, which with little va- 
riation was adopted from that of Kent. Yhe 
two Reſolutions of the Yorkſhire Meeting, 
which explain on what ground, and to what 
extent they wiſh the projected Reformation 
to proceed, appear to me to be of the — 
conſequences” They were intended to 
the one hand againſt any 'imprudefit te 


7 ever 


to 9 the Reform of Parliament,” under 
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Laney from TnO. Shviine; Eſq;'of Plymouth, 
to the Rev. C. WrVIII. 
e GHH 
Sir, PLYMOUTH, 10th Jan, 1783. 


{ONE your well-known character, I am 
encouraged to hope you will pardon the 
liberty I take in addreſſing you on the preſent 
occaſion, 6 when I aſſure you I am 

not 


HOW - 


— 


(422) 
not in ths anne degree ASL} fon 
Metives C CUFIQULY, .,-/ - i [0931% 
e corre reve bak A i Le 
of the Repreſentation of 


an your mp 


portant concerns) whether or 1 
S in an p 
has ahongyt proper {orapſen Ao ut 
I beg kay Rave 19h tha "ew co empla 


tion, I daubt, 

fer a Feder to Fabn fro 17 i 
tants of this Town, pre — the inade- 
quate Repreſentation — ; and which, 
from the Nog of its claims, I ſhould hope 
will entitle it to the ſupport of the Gentlemen 


of the Yorkfhire Committee n= 
L have the honour to be, 


With great ſincerity, - 
Sir, 


nom moſt obedient N 7 
ee frvait, 
HOMAS n 
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> 5000 Pager Vn. 45 HK LA 
Lener 5 the Rev, C: Werus, to) Tm. 


Saulan, N Y 501 9950 , 


16).9770] 
„unver-. Jo. "5. 1783. . 


NDR 


4 05 u your Ben of ths lech inſt. 
h [ loſt nd time to write to York, and in- 
. quire of the Clerk of the Yorkſhire Com- 
i: Wl mittee whether their Circular Letter of No- 
ip vember 1ſt, 1782, had been ſent to the Mayor 
of Plymouth; and whether any, ard what 
la anſwer had been returned. 

Mr. Gray informs me that that Circular 
"ol Letter was ſent to the Mayor of Plymouth, 
Je. but that he knows of no anſwer having been 
ch, received, nor have I received. any from the 
we MW Mayor, or any other Member of that Corpo- 
1en ration. The Letter in queſtion is incloſed for 

your inſpection, together with another Letter, 

dated Dec. 24, 1782, which will explain the 

reaſons of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen for defer- 

ing, at the General Meeting on the 19th of 

December, to infrud their Members in the 

eerms propoſed, by the ee Letter of 

E. November iſt. 

| am happy to hear, Sir, ie the worthy 

und independefit Tohabitanrs of the Town of 

_ E?lymouth have it in contemplation to prefer 

vil a Petition to Parliament, complaining of the 

adequate Repreſentation thereof, althou 5 
I bas evidently been the endeavour of 


8 Corporation 


(N) 


Corporation of Plymouth to diſcourage tlat 


meaſure. As an Ingividual, I beg leave to 
expreſs my hearty wiſh for your ſucceſs, and 
Lan confident your truly Patriotic attempt 
will have the warm approbation of the York- 
ſnire Committee. Local abuſes can only be 
pointed out, with propriety, by the Places 
aggrieved; but the ſame zeal for the reſtora- 
tion of our Conſtitution which has induged 
Vorkſhire, and 0 many other reſpectable 
8 &c. $0 petition Parliament for a 
eneral Refarm, muſt ever determine thoſe 
odies to ſupport the juſt attempts of their 
Fellow; Citizens in every particular Diſtrict, to 
recover the Right of Reformation, where that 
ineſtimable privilege has been wreſted from 
them, and monopolized by a few Members 
of a Corporation. But fince the ſucceſs of 
every attempt 0 obtain a redreſs of local 
grievances will, in ſome meaſure, depend upon 
the weight and influence. of the Generdl Peti- 
tion of the Counties, &c. when the  inde- 
pendent Inhabitants of Plymouth refolve to 
petition Parliament, it would probably have 
an excellent effe& in favour of their peculiar 
Reform, and,alſp,would add much ſtrength to 
the County application, if they would extend 
their plan, and point their Petition at once 
to the redreſs of their particular grievance, 
and to the general correction 77 nequal Repre- 

ſentation throughout the Kingdom, + 40428 
I am ſenſible how great a liberty I have 
taken in thus ,yenturing to ſuggeſt my 
thoughts on this ſubject to a Gen Foun to 
09 ee e Wn 
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whom I have not the honour to be known, 
But if it is an indiſcrerion, it proceeds ſolely 
from my hearty zeal and very anxious wi 
chat both your local, and our general 1 5 
of Abuſes in the State of our Repreſentation 
may be obtained. Intreating your candour 
to put this conſtruction upon * 

1 am, with great reſpect, | 


Sir, 
Your moſt faithful | 
and obedient ſervant, 1 52 
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P aper VIII. 
Letter from SAMUEL SHORE, Elq; to the 
Rev. C. WrviLL. 


L ' NoxTor-Hat, Fan, 16, TY 
Dear Sir, 


15 BY a Letter received this morning from 
} Derby, I. had the pleaſing account that 
me Juſtices aſſembled at the Quarter Seſſions 
there had agreed to call a County Meetin 
to conſider of a Petition for a more | Equ: 
Repreſentation, and had diſpatched an adyer- 
' Wtilement: to London for that purpoſe laſt 
pre Tueſday or, Wedneſday evening. Mr. * Mandy 
was the Mover: of it, and has managed 


dale Apolineſs exceedingly well. I could not omit 
2915 to communicate this important intelligence 
4 you by the earlieſt opportunity. WE... 
hom S 2 — 12 


( 276 ) 
The plan will be to avoid every; queſtion 
except the main one of a more Equal Repte- 
ſentation, and to petition generally for that. 
Should any thing, occur to you that may. be 
uſeful on this occaſion, T1 ſhall be obliged 
to you to impart it, FO 3 
Mr. Wilkinſon, ſome other Gentlemen, and 
myſelf, have lately been much engaged with 
our Petition. We meet with good ſucceſs, and 
hope to get through with it this week, or 
the beginning of the next. | 
T have only time to add that I am, with 
the greateſt truth and regard, 
Dear Sir, 
EV“ver your's, 


SAMUEL SHORE. 


* 
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Paper IX. 
Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL to SAMUEL 
| SHORE, Eſq. i 
1617 1892 | BuaxTON-HALL, Jen. 34h, 1783. 
Dear Sir, | 5 #9716] 8 


1 Congratulate you on the improved aſpett 
of our affairs. Derbyſhire is, on ſeveral ac: 


counts, a moſt important addition to our. 


ſtrength; and I am glad to hear that Mr. 
Mundy was the Propoſer of a County Meet. 
ing; „that he means to avoid every queſtion 
of Reform except the main one of a more Equal 


on 


Repreſentation, and to offer a General Petition, 


( 257) 

con that ſubject. There is much-prudence in 
| that Plan; and it is to be hoped it, will conci- 
late the worthy and' powerful Family of Ca- 
vendiſh. On their account, I fee plavly it 
would be "Improper to preſs, the Derbyſhi 
Gentlemen to accede to our Heclaratqry Re- 
ſolution; but 1 hope the appointment, of x 
Committee to ſuppott the Petition is not like, 
to be much 'objetted' to. This, I would 
venture to ſuggeſt, as'a tneaſure of the utmo 
conſequence, to give weight and efficacy. to 
the application of the County. If che ſuggel- 
tion ſhould be approved by Mr. Mundy, 26 L 
hope it may be, Betauſt T truſt it will be cor - 
roborated by your opinion, there will be {me 
addreſs required, 1 fhould apprehend, to carry 
the appointment 4 Commitee, with power 
to correſpond and co operate with other. 
Committees, for the attainment of the great 
object of the Petition. But ſitice the Whole 
t ſucceſs of the preſent popular attempt to re- 

form Parliamentary Abuſes muſt depend on 

the People uniting as much as poſſibte, and 
3+ hewing a firm relalution to give to their Peti- 
ons a ſteady and continued ſupport, I am 
ett I confident you will agree with me in thinking 
too much attention caunot be employed to 
carry the appointment of a Committee with 
proper powers for thoſe neceſſary purpoſes. 
And the appointment of a Committee by Der- 
byſnire is of the greater conſequence on this 
occaſion, becauſe the County of Flint has ſo 
Iately thought fit to diſſolve their active and 
n reſpectable 
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8 ctable Committee at the moment when 
etition was adopted by the County: 
8 le I ſhould be ſorry to find followed by 

any . Public Body of Men. my 

I this Letter ſhould be ſeen by any of your 
Friends in the County of Derby, 1 would ep: 
treat them to put a favourable. conſtruction 
on what I have ſaid, and to impute the liberty 
I have taken in recammending ſo earneſtly the 
fr he Cope of a Commitee, to the ſame zeal 
for rae aon Cauſe which a called them 

o my unwillingneſs to wi 

17 K. en When yon have done me the 
, to alk them on e of io much 
key 50 the Public, , 12 50 

am happy to aſſure you that ſig ignatures 10 

the A in at part of Yorkſhire are mare 
eek han. they were to that on the ſub- 
ject of Public Oeconomy. And have 
from 8 Plymouth, and Briſtos, which 
mention oak Frparing to Join. in een 
cation to Mae ORE i 
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yours 
e hgh What,” 
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TAVING always beeniiahadmireref the 
zeat and ſirinneſe withowhich the Yorks 
ſhite Committee have Roa forth im the webe 
Cauſe of Liberty, and of the unwearied>paing 
which yo Sir, -n3*Chaitmaniof thatly 
able Body are conſtamipilraking to 
the ſame important nid Fur gr 
raiſed to find that your endedyours are by any 
perſon, eſpeciatly i Public character, 
thohght unworthy the leaſt notice. But as 
hu inſtances of this have fallen under my 
e 
. with them. * 

Thus much, Siferl. have thought myſelf 
bound to ſay to you, that your future com- 
manications may nat he tho] away ute 
who is ſo very unworthy of\ithem:': But not · 
withſtanding this, go on, Sir, in the Cauſe 
you have undertaken; with the ſame. prudent 
and fervent ſpitit that hath hitherto marked 
your condut.—Oppoſition. you muſt indeed 
expect to meet with; But What! of that 
* The: Wir and Prudent couquer ter 


129. 5 2 r 


* The Canthrid 45 2 
r . , 4 ce 2 &c 
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* 
is thou — 12 of it here. 
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by daring to attempt them.” And while you, 
Sir, and the truly. re e Society with 
which you are engaged; have the ſatisfaction 
of knowing that you 30 from motives abe 

moſt pure and diſintereſted, and only wiſh 
9 « by a Reſtoration of the Conflitution too place 
the Liberty of Britain once more on. a ſolid 
and ſecure foundation” you will riſe. fopefig 

to every ſiy inſinuation and open attacks, 
W e aw ud by a ſpirit of Re. 
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1 RECEIVED your — of the 1 6 cat 
February at Coltſworth, in a ſituation of ¶ me 
much diſtreſs, from the dangerous ſickneſs of I the 
a very near Relation. At that time, and for I {1 
1 ſome months after it, my mind was too much ¶ fro: 


| _ with Te of the great loſs I nife 
which | 


; „ 
* 
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which 1, have. fipes, fuſtained, 40 admit cha 


attent ian and punctuality in matters v 
to hs great — of the Public, which. 
ever wiſh, to be, a part of — 2 
chis acc unte ferred anſwering, 

ters, to which, an immegiate reply 

ſeem n V. And, for qhis reaſon, I. truſt 
you will perdon my delay. to return mp, very 
fincerg ackngwledgments to 'you. for, your 
obliging Letter communicating wa inſtances 
of your Chief 4 Kan 5 — age 
Public, Caule, expreſſing your own appr 
tian of, my 6@pdudty, and, exhorting me, not; 
anbſtandjng, pe = marks of, diſ- 


bation; in-athers, to perſevere. in, the ar- 
18 1H. STORE es teh 
2 * noq eue 3v23 Mott 8 fü 


1 am, aware that. vo man, however pure 
his views maybe, or, howeyer : caytiqus. his 
conduct, cam ſtand for ward in any undertaking 
to reform Puplie, Abuſes, without, heren: 
cing nat only neglect and inattention, in many 
inſtances; but alſq illwilh and. injurigys weat- 
ment z his character and conduct;wilh be fre: 
quently zjilpgiderſtgod, and perhaps! moxe fre- 
quently injured by wilful miſrepreſ eNfATIONs 

bis is the common fatg of all wha, embark 
in buſigeſs of this;kigg z and of ſuch rkg. 
cations I have had my ſhare. But believe 
me, 0 1 feel with much greater ſenſibility 
thoſe marks of approbation and candid can; 


ſiructi 3 — conduct which I have received. 
from ( a who, like-yourſelf, have, ma- 


44 11 


nifeſted a ublic Spirit, and a virtuous 2 
O 
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for the Conſtitution, *[ Fuse tel egen and 


ane place ft in' my et 
tion hi ig: E aro — 


5 90 to the Community. If theſe ſentiments 


art aj n by you, | truſt {tall hot ſwerve 
from them, nor from the zealous proſecuticn 
of the Cauſe of r 
tvery legal” effort, ſo Tong as there may 

peur to be any probability. of ſuccegz, or any 15 
profpect 6f Public Good: "reſulting? from the 
ſtruggle. Imoisai 29611! 

have the” ſatr fachen 88 ou, that 
the Vork ſhire e wS nor at all ul 155 


rited by — — 
deſeat was d ins by em 
but! is cher opi 27 ce 5e & Rani 


in a more advantageous polture, and 18 = 
more Bkelyto' ſueceed than jt Bas yer been 
It has met with ſupport, in this early ſtage of 
the buſineſs, much beyond *har'they durſt 
have flattered" themſelves with" at tHe com- 
mencementiof this tridertaldtip.” t is ſome 
of cheir unabstet! IPir felttrat I have juſt 
received a R tio), Goried by by eight Mem- 
bers of the Yorkſhire Commirtee, to call a 
Meeting of that Body; atid accordingly an 
advertifement; for their me on' the > 
of October, went liſt night to the Vork and 
London Püpert. But a8 am earfier and more 
extenfive communication of this intelligence, 
than can be effected dy theſe means, would be 
uſeful to the Cauſe, might trouble you to 
throw the information-nto the mape of a 
LED % 2150115 if? bun 2 HG "JON 
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paragraph. and to ꝓrrœure its inſortiom ia ch 
Cambrige/Nows-papers P. oribbs vd n0⁰¹ 
With the fame view, I have jaciofed's 
copy of | my curriſpondence with the Chairs 
man of the Sticling Committee, and alſo: ſome 
paragranlu which have appeared in the Vorl 
Prints ; hoping, if you. approve thoſe Papers, 
you may ei able to gat them x apron 
at'Cambsidge; where: a Plan of i 
les extæuſtve than what has been propoled'by 
Quintuple, Meetings, may poſſibly! cvnriliars 
lame of choſe per ſons who are adverſe: to hay 
ange, from the mere apprehenfiow of haw« 


o noiwoildug laue 


2 


printers at Cambrid e, it Aghbe have — 
effects if ſomethiag Trixi / the ſubject 
of the Iriſh Meetings; Hat particularly 
which 49;iattnded to be held at Dung 
on de Ah uiftant; by which Meeting mea- 
ſures for a ſubſtantial Redreſs of Abuſes in 
their Repreſentation. will be adopted, and 
molt 2 will be carried with ee 


ſucceſs 

8 wit Meetings are alſo preparing to be 
held in Scotland. —At Edinburgh, I under- 
ſtand, a General Meeting of Delegates from 
moſt of the Scotch Counties is propoſed in 
this month; from which an application to 
Parliament will probably be made for the 
Abolition of their Fifitious Votes; and alſo, 
as I/ baue good e to hope, for the rei Inforees 


pr cul peu ——Wß—Ä —— — — — 
— 
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ment of the ſound part of our Repreſeiity, 
tion, by adding Members to the Counties 
and the Metropolis. I heartily wiſh ſucceh 
to both the Scoteh and Iriſh; but I hope . 
ſhall not ſuffer ourſelves to 'be outdone ty 
them, i any legal; exertiont, to reobyver our 
Rights, and ſave the Conftitution; © n 

Jam now, Sir, giving you a great deal of 
trouble, but confidering you as one of the 
firmeſt Friends to the Cauſe of Reformation, 


1 take this liberty without heſitation, and 


without apology. Sueceſs can only be” ex 
pected from mutual communication, and the 
general publication of whatever tends, in any 

to animate our F en and to in 


\tereſt che Public Lam, 121 16H E 


50 Gar, Ji e e IE, enen 
4 wan grea rod, mot f. als 
dae 9 — moſt oblig ede k 
11001110 Wine l and obedient ſervant, Th 
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Letter rum WILLIAM Mivpuzton,. Eq; 
Chairman of the County of W to L 
Rev. C. Wu, 


4 


4 


Tig G of Suffolk rela ſummoned 


by the High Sheriff to conſider of a Par- 


liamentary Reform, the Meeting did me the 
honour of calling me to the Chair. In that 
capacity I beg leave to inform you that the 
County have agreed to petition the Houſe of 
Commons, praying that Honourable Houſe to 
take into their moſt ſerious conſideration the 
preſent inadequate ſtate of the Repreſentation 
of the People, and to apply ſuch remedy as to 
them may ſeem meet. The Meeting likewiſe 
appointed a Committee to correſpond and aſ- 
ſociate with other Counties and Pub lic Bodies 


who have adopted a ſimilar meaſure, that the 


Friends of the Reform may act in concert 
with each other, and communicate any intel - 
ligence of conſequence, which would either 


promote or render effectual ſo e a re- 


gulation. 

Give me leave to take this opportunity of 
expreſſing my ſatisfaction at the great num- 
ber of extenſive, opulent, and populous Coun- 
ties, and other independent Public Bodies that 
have followed the example of the County of 
York in petitioning for a Reform; and I 


have up reaſon in the leaſt to doubt but the 
| Inhabitants 
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— this County will <bncvt/wic 


you and the Gentlemen of Yorkſhire in every 
peaceable and conſtitutional meaſure to re , 
a more adequ ate and leſs vitiated Reprets 
tion of che Peop 1e. 1 
J have the — to ſubſetibe myſelf 1 
| Your obedient humble ſervant, 


_ CrnowritLD, 
Nil 234, 1783. 1 
A X1N. p. 
Lener from the Rev. C. Wrviis to Samoa: 
SRoRE, Eſq. 


| Kni6uTsBRIDGE, Tune 27th, mY 


Dear Sir, 


HE buſineſs of Reformatica ve takes. 


that turn which, in the Letter to Alder- 

man Croſby, I ventured to predict would be 
the conſequence of General Petitions, unac- 
companied by any ſpecific propoſitions from 
the People, viz. that a Plan would be brought 
forward in Parliament much inferior to that 
recommended in the Circular Letter of the 
Yorkſhire Committee of the 3 iſt of October, 
1782. If, according to their propoſal, inſtruc- 
tions had been adopted by the Petitioning 
9 propuſitions of Mr. Put might 
theught inadequate to thoſe expec · 

tations which — caſe it wauld haut been 


een to form. But When po; your 
mode 


WILLIAM MIDDLETON, 


h 
ö 
q 
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8 2 5 
mode been ſuggeſtod to 
Parli BY. Feb 1185 gat what the; 
Honourable ber could. 8 
e e eee as, he, bahs, 
if his ſyſtem, which was at .ance the, lealt, of, 
fenſive to Parliament, and the beſt ſuppor ted 
by declarations of the 94 Meeti I; 15 
The improvement of the Repre 
by reinforcing, the ſound parts of the io 


tution, is certainly the leaſt plas 4 * 


meaſure that could have been offered. It. 
leads to no change that can juſtly alarm the 
Proprietors, of Boraughs; it-leaves the fabric, 


of the Houſe of Commons ,untouched ; and 


only purpoſes to gorrect the faults; and ine-. 
qualities of Repreſentation by the. ſimple ad- 
dition of Members. That propoſition. had 
been generally approved, - the Popular 
Meetings; and Vorkſhire, with ſeveral other 
conſiderable Diſtricts, had even entered j 

an Aſſociation, for effecting a ieren of 
Parliament on that . This, there- 
fore, was the ground whic 

for Reformation might be expected to take 3 


and when Mr. Pitt did take it, if he had con- N 


ined himſelf to that meafure, without at. 
tempting any Dis franchiſement of Borqughs 
whatever, yet the ons ſurely could 


not have complained of the ſhortneſs oy g-. 


dequacy of his Plan, beca uſe. on the ſub ect 
of Repreſentation it bad. lately been their 
own propoſal, But a ſtanding Regulation for 


aring been ſuper- added to it, be Pfau ohh 


do with greater 


able Advocate 


the judicial, bia zneb dene e Bor oug ghs, 


( 388 ) 


Kill more wotthy of their general! appr oba. 
ton. That expedient; I believe; Was (origi 
nally conceived by Mr. Pitt liimfelf. Itb ob. 
ject is the extir pation of the worſt and mit 
dangerous ſpecies of Boronghs,' in tlie beſt 
and moſt unobjectionable mode, viz.” a due 
conviction of general corruption. In other 
reſpects that Regulation ſeems happily ima. 
gined. It is an objection ſometimes vroed 
againſt the addition of Members, that it 
would render the Houſe of Commons too nu- 
merons for the tranſaction of buſineſs. lf 
there be any validity in this argument, the 
force of it, whatever it may be, is wholly 
taken off by Mr. Pitt's collateral, propoſition. 
For a Law puniſhing corrupt Boroughs by 
Disfranchiſement, would ſoon reduce the 
number of the Houſe to its preſent ſtandard, 
And in thoſe Boroughs which might eſcape 
the ſentence, of Abolition, the terror of it 
would probably render Elections more pure 
and incorrupt. Theſe are ſome of the bene- 
fits which might be expected from that Re. 
gulation; and it has beſide the advantage of 
being ſupported by the practice of Parliament 
in two recent caſes of notorious delinquency. 
But the Abolition of obnoxious Boroughs 
by a Legiſlative act, without any judicial pro- 
ceſs, is a meaſure to which the intereſts and 
the prejudices of many will ever oppoſe pow: 
erful objections, Thoſe objections can only, 
be der: ruled by a very general union. of the I elt 
P bop lematnding, that ſacrifice to the Public I ob 
pen 
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qu 


e. But, on the 7th of May, the majo- 
rity 
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rity of the People had not petitioned fur the 
Reformation of Parliament; and / they 'who!. 
had petitioned, could not agree to recbmmenii 
any ſpecific mode whatever; The Counties 
and the Capital aimed at ſchemes of Reforma- 
tion ſo — 2 — that there was hardly 
a probability of their acting in concert again; 
14 zeal of the Capi for the principle 
of Univerſal Snffrage, in this reſpe& may be 
deerned to have been a difady to the 
cauſe, as it tended to diſeourage thoſe Counties 
which had hitherto kept aloof, and to deter 
them from any advance, even on the ſafe 
ground of the Original Aſſociation. AnKions 
23 I am for a limited Abolition of Bor ; 
| cannot overlook theſe difheutties ; nor c 

deny that Peace itſelf, ſo defiradle, fo abſt» 
lutely nec for this exhauſted Country; 
is more likely to add new obſtructions to the 
work of Reformation, than to remove thoſe 
which T have mentioned. On a dne' conf 
deration of theſe circumſtances, I traſt the 
caution of Mr. Pitt will be approved, and he 
will be thought to have ſerved the intereſt of 
the Public better by propoſing what the re- 
ſpectable Diviſion on the th of May ſhews 
the Houſe of Commons may'be indnced to 
grant, than he would have done dy moving a 
queſtion on which it is highly probable die 
would have been left in a very inconfiderable 
ind diſgraceful minority; that would have ex- 
elnded every hope of future ſucceſs. If thaſe 


(029% 


there will remain no plauſible round of . ob- 
jection to Mr. Pitt's.condutt on the - 7thof 
May, but this: It may, be ſaid, no ſpecitic 
propoſition, of Reform ſbould have been 
brought forward, but the former motion for 


a Committee of Inquiry ſhould have been re- 


newed. This Motion undoubtedly / Would 
have been more ſatisfactory to the Quintuple 
Meeting; it was indeed the object of their 
earneſt recommendation to Mr. Pitt; But | 
am perſuaded if in compliance with their 
folickations-he had repeated this propoſition, 
he would have conſulted neither the diſpo- 
ſition of Parliament, nor the ſenſe of the 
Nation, at large. The Houſe: of Commons, 
laſt year, had declared expreſlly againſt this 
queſtion, becauſe it opened a door for tbe 
admiſſion of the Duke of Richmond's plan; 

and from the ſtrong manner in which his 
Grace's ſyſtem was reprobated on the 7th of 
May from every ſide of the Houſe, it is, evi- 
dent, the ſame. objection to a Committee of 
Inquiry would have been urged again with 
Tedoubled violence. Indeed, after what had 
Paſſed formerly in the Houſe, and more lately 
in the popular Meetings in London, this Mo 
tion hardly could have born ary other con- 
ſtruction than what had been put upon it laſt 
year by the enemies of all Reformation; and 
what was then groundleſs ſurmiſe, would hate 
been now confirmed beyond the poſſibility of 


doubt; But a Motion tending go introduce the 


1 of Univerſal — would have bee 
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2 little reliched by the Country, as by Par- 
lament. itſelf. In common apprehenſion, 


2 
the frame of the Houſe of 
Commons, eanngt probably be effected by 
any other means than commotion ; and if the 
Right of Univerſal Suffrage were eſtabliſhed 
in a Country circumſtanced as this is, it pro- 
bably wonld be productive of tumults and 
other dangerous ; conſequences, There is 
every reaſon, therefore, to think the demand 
for Reformation on that principle would have 
excited general dread and aver ſion in the Na- 
tion at large. No ſufficient application of the 
people for the correction of abuſes in the 
ſtate of our Repreſentation can be expected, 
unleſs moderate men be convinced that it is 
not the deſign of the popular Agents, or of 
their Parliamentary Friends, to puſh Political 
Reformation to that extreme, by deciding 
againſt the Plan, of - Univerſal Suffrage, and 
propoſing terms of Reformation agreeable to- 
the County Aſſociation. Mr. Pitt may not 
have ſatisfied the Capital, but he has wiſely 
aimed to gain the Body of the Nation. By 
countenancing the, Univerſal Scheme, be 
might have acquired a little tranſient ap- 
plauſe; but to that vain popularity he muſt 
have facrificed all ſubſtantial Improvement of 
the Conſtitution; it myſt ſoon have been evi- 


total change of 


7 


ment or bis ſincerity would have been thought 
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Upon 6 the whole, 1 fee no good fealon th 
has OP opinion I have, already ayowed, 
that Mr. Pitt, on the 7th of Ma „ brouphr 
forward he beſt and moſt exten ve Plan for 
= Reformation of Parliament, which could 

en have had any probability of ſucceſs, or 


any ſufficient ſupport. from popular declara | 


tion; and if his conduct had beef materially 
different, I am' perſuaded the object of our 
purſuit would have been removed to a grea- 
= perhaps to an impracticable diſtance. 
on ry grounds I declared to him, on the 
2 of May, my firm belief, that his intended 
Motions would be generally approved by the 
Yorkfhire Gentlemen; and if they were car- 
ried, and the Septennlal Bill were repealed, 
even yentured to aſſure him that, in my opi- 
nion, the diffolution of the Vorkſhire 
mittee would probably he the conſequence of 
that Reformation of Parliament. But finee 
Parliament, by rejecting his Plan, has refuſed 
any redreſs of that great and. undeniable 
grievance complained of 'by the County of 
rk, and other conſiderable Diſtricts, "the 
refuſal laudly calls upon thoſe Bodies to re- 


iterate their Petitions, and to preſs, with in- 


creaſing vigour, for a due correction of that 
alarming abuſe. if, therefore, in the courſe 


of 'this 1 oidable ſtruggle, the Yorkfhire 


Gentlemen ſhall be on... by a more ge- 
nerat' concurrence. of their Fellow-Citizens, 
and terms of greater advantage to the Conſti- 


tutien, than thoſe which Parliament has ſo re · 


cently rejected ſhall ks to be — 
y 
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regular means, in hurting >th 
W the Fublle and RT Pe gut wi 
not ſtop ſhort a eee Pp ood cy 492 
But if the Nation. ſhoul N a 
2 1 il coy 


per ſenſe, of its 125 rom the f 
tiated ſtare of its Re N 0 0 
ceive, the d of 4 * 9 p. 67455 
to proceed beyond t awn 07 
ſolutions of the Roch be 2 

is of great conſequence that the Coun 
abide by thoſe Reſolutions, and pony e 


derſtood throughout the Kingdom to he, 
termined to do ſo. In the Reſolution, parti- 


cularly alluded toy, it was declared, the t 
of D = 


Reformation there woul | 
a correction of Parliamentar wr) Abuſes, w 
the County of York, wo Highly approve. 
If thoſe terms were coneeded by Parli 
I preſume the County would feel the imp 
priety of advancing new dentandy, and conſę- 
quently would diflolve its Committee, I have 
much miſtaken the ſentiments of the? orkſhige 
Gentlemen, if this diſſolution Noſe n 
have followed even the eitabliſh e 
extenſive improvements propoſed. 
May. But afterwards, if the 1225 800 Cen. 
ſtitutiopal Grievances granted by 3 
whatever it might be, were found by experi- 
ence to be jaſufficient, and new and unfore- 
ſeen dangers threatened, the Public Liberty, 
the tranſactions, of the 1gth of December ean- 
not be thought, with any appearance of rea- 
ſon, to have precluded the County of York 
from making ſuch exertions to preſerve =" 

SY impro 
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improve the Conſtitution, as future exigencies 

may render neceſſary. This appears to me 
to be the fair conſtruction of the Reſolutions 
of the 19th of December, reſpecting the con- 
duct to which the County of York may be 
ſuppoſed to Nand' engaged. Whether 1 have 
underſtood the tranſaction rightly or not, the 
County itſelf, at a proper time, will deter 
mine. 4 

As an jndividual, however, I coriceive my- 
| ſelf bound by my concurrence on that 'occa- 
fion, when the ſpecified Articles of Reforma. 
tion ſhall be obtained, to promote the diſſolu- 
tion of the Committee, and to diſcontinue any 
Farther interpoſition in that mode, for the 
purpoſe of Parliamentary Reformation. But 
if, after ſome conſiderable trial of thoſe im- 
provements, their beneficial effects were de- 
feated, and popular Combinations, ſimilar to 
that we are . hs ged in, were again become 
neceſſary e defence of Fable Liberty, 
J hold Tyr free to ſtand forward once 
more, iu ſupport of the Common Cauſe ; ; and 
in fuch circumſtances, | T mould think it an 
abſolute agrh,.- 

1 have now only to affiire you, as 1 do with 
truth and ſincerity, that it would give me 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to find that the ſenti- 
ments here fo frankly communicated are 
ſuch as you approve. My opinion of the 
rectitude of your intentions, and the prudence 
of your whole conduct in this important 
buſineſs, has been invariable. I moſt ar- 
gently wiſh mine may ever be fortunate 
enough 
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- T herewith ſend you a liſt, as correct as | 
could make, of thoſe who voted on Mr. Pitt's 


Motion. I fear chere are one or two names 
inſerted wha, aught not to be there; this cir. 
cumſtance you will attend to, in caſe it is pro 


per to be publiſhed. Ia ad! 
I am, Sir 
_... Your obedient humble ſervant, 
SURREY. 
P. S. I was much Fo my arrival 
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WAS honoured ies ch tn 

ſolves of your Committee 1 oor 
(dated the iſt of October) under co 7 po 
one of your Members at that time, Sir. ate, 
Turner, a few, days before his much to" 
lamented death: And am not a 
holder of the unty of ork, I have 'no'oth 
way of expreſſing my wiſhes and ſentimetits 
2 the 878 ſüßect of your reſolves, chan by 
etter 

Had n 7 hope i that particular not been 
fruſtrated 19 Fatt tenderneſs, as 1 Concelve, 
N. elne e 
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County, aCommitree of Correſpondence (duly 
limited to confer and propoſe, but not deter. 
mine withour the' Gindtion of their Conſti- 
tuents) might at this important juncture have 
conveyed the opinion of Suffolk to the great 
aflpeiated Body of the. Freeholders of Vorł- 
1115 1175 yon would have been addrefled by 
ddleton, Chairman! of that Com- 

ej 529 ſe butts and conſtancy have en. 
ed him to true. reſpeR, inſtead of having 
thels liges A aj to you by a private in- ¶ tc 


eu mimt during the N ce 
pes period, of its e 1. ad the honour L 


member ; ; and was one ne,, who thought i of 
char the ſurrender of pur tft idr fo {a on 
weeks after r iving i — calling from if eſt 
jobs Conſt Glens. ** nu 
agzinſt their wich and intention in our ap i ' 
pointment, was neither expedient, i or autho- Nh 
rized.—— Thar, however, * and 1 only fre 

wevtion it a8 an Sfolagy, for Ihe manper in i vi 
which: 'this' — You ; ſince ¶ the 
bad that Delegation, ſo, cautiguſſy aud juſtly I clea 
reſtricted, continued now in being. my per- ¶ miſ 
ſonal addreſs Rug Protiably, kg? have" dees mig 
It is difficult to imagine mind then * 
a outlines of a plan of Reform with 
regard to the Election of Repreſentatives to 
ſeryp i in Parliament; One, by throwing open 
the votes of the ſmalleſt: and moſt dependent 
Boroughs, and admitting the ' individuals tofrathe 
vate either with a certain proportion of the igain 
adjacent diſtricts, or with the County; 2 n not r 
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to ende ht to counteract the a 
of power Jeft to the Boroughs not included 


in the Refbt m by an addition to the Repre- 


ſentatives Tor Counties and Cities, with 


expanſion' of the Electite Right under new 


alifications: Another; to leave the Bor. 


fome 


exactly as they are,” excepting” the chance ef 
disfranchiſement on legal evidence ef à cor- 
rupt majority in any particular Borough, to 
be made out to the ſatisfaction of a Commit · 
tee of Election, or to reſult from Meceſſiie 
convictions of the individuals in a Court of 
Law ; and truſt the remainder to an attempt 
of revivifying the Conſtitution by the addition 
only of County Members: The" third; 
eſtabliſh equal and general, and of ebe n. 
nual!y-reneiwed Repreſentation:® J018Y6 
The difficulty of drawiig the ie as to 
what Boroughs ſhall ceaſe to hold de Seid. 


five ſuffrage, and What ſhall Tetait it; 5 


evidently, and I think v gfy preſſes 
the firft pan. The 4 'of drawing a 
clear and fatisfactory une to fegulate the ad- 


miſhon of voters upon any p — — that 


night convince the walk" BAN 


that they 'otrght to remain dae Yeavi 
by much, and to me iff That the 
dition of an hundred N dert With a par- 


tial extenſion of ſuffrage would raiſe thé 7 
the reward of Parliamentary 


of Influence upon the Nation, auc heighten 
proſtiturion, 


rather” than ſerve as any tolerable barrier 
eſhoathſt its impreſſion; thofe, 1 imagine, WII 
Hot readily doubt, who' reflect on the priodi- 
gious 
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gious reine that would ſtill be left 
en the ſide of the Boroughs, and examine 
he great majorities the Miniſter. ufed to 

on queſtions of the higheſt intereſt, though 
the wiſh, and expectation; of the people was 
decidedly againſt him: Or on what has been 
effected in that. Houſe within theſe few days 
under two leaders of broken parties e 
countably united by virtue of Mini 
Coalition, on 3 Bill which the other 5 
could not contemplate with, complacency, but 
-indignantly threw out; the, ſpirit of Com- 
merce, Freedom, png Public vie applaud: 
ing the Rejection. 

ER i, farther to be „ while this 
_counterpoige would be obviouſly inſufficient 
againſt the great cauſes of preponderance, a 
any conteſt between, popular right and mi 
niſtegial management, how far it might ope 
rate in ſuppart of another influence no.lels 
fore igu to abe Inſtitution of a; Houſe of Com- 
mons: the preſſure of a Landed Ariſtocracy 
on the Commercial and Trading Part of the 
mee In the hands of that Ariſto- 
ring are already many of the Boroughs: In 


the lame hands, many, ta which the Plan of 


8 Reform opal not extend, would be left; 
and, with, the junQion Finn this new forge, we 
might ſeg an order of men whoſe, weight, 
from the nature of their property, is in 10 
danger of, being oyer powered, ſhould any 


Hite ſbort, of extreme partiality be mern 


aſſume more conſequence than Society could 
Ip way endure; and the end would be, th 


People's 
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People's taking refuge under the fing of un- 
mixed Monarchy, reſorting to a tuinultuary 
and ill-ſetrled ocracy, or bowing down 
their necks to a long and hopeleſs ſervitude 
under Mafters who would revive the empty 
of the bitternefs of Feudal Defporiſty.” But 
the inefficacy for the end projet, and" the 
danger in this alarming point of tendency of 
throwing weight into the hands of thoſe Fa- 
milies of whom the wife and the virtuous are 
at leaſt fully content with their preſent ſtare, 
and others are felt too powerful for their 
Fellow-Citizens, (when not controlled by the 
evil of Undue Influence operating in another 
direction) theſe conſequences, with the inno- 
vating complexion of the expedient, and its 
ant of conformity to the principles of our 
nftitution, have been explained with fuch 
force and perſpicuity by Mr. Batley, that to 
add clearneſs or ſtrength to his remarks is 
perhaps impoſſible. I ſhall only farther ob- 
ſerve on this Plan of Reform, that bei 
complex, circumſcribed, ſuſceptible of bound- 
leſs diverſity of opinions as to its extent and 
modifications, whether in the number and 
deſcription of the Boroughs to be retrenched, 
the quality or quantity of property to be ad- 
we I mitted within the pale of Suffrage - and after 
ght, I all, leaving the Repreſentation exceedingly 
no unequal, manifeſtly defective, expoſed to the 
any evident probability at leaſt of a formidable àc- 
ted, ¶ ceffion of Influence to one quarter, at the peice 
ould I of a precarious and imperfect — 5 
the of Influence in another, will be neither fo rea! ＋ 
dily 
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dily comprehended, ſo determinately adjuſted, 

ſo SCOTT. popular, or ſo. free. fam wy 
hazard to the Conſtitution, as a Plan. 

form requires. to be, in order to e ae Fa 

ceſs, or to make that ſucceſs deciſively and 


| Gifely a bleſſing to the Community). 


On. yp ſecond Plan I have much ch to 
fay * Notwithſtanding the favourabſe men- 
tion of it in the Reſolves, I ſee nothing to te. 
commend it but the ſhadow of an Appearance 
of greater practicability, and its conſiſting of 

wer parts than the juſt- now examined 
ſcheme of Reform. 3 the objections to 
the adding of an Hundred County Members 
yet more forcibly urge againſt: that meaſure 
when ſtanding alone, as in this ſcheme, than 
when ſomewhat mitigated in its danger, and. 
improved. in what beneficial tendency it maf 
be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs by an extenſiou of Suf- 
frage, (how inadequate ſoever) and a retrench- 
ment, imperfect as it would be, of Borough 
Influence. And conſidered as a counterpoiſe 
to that unequal weight which now predomi- 
rates, ſo uncontrollably in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, leſs cannot be faid than that, ſuppoſing 
the Hundred Knights unanimouſly and immu- 
tably.attached to the Public Intereſt, (which, 
conſidering that in their election little or no 
improvement would be made, is a very large 
aſſumption). they would feel their efforts 
uttenly inadequate to reſiſt the ſevenfold 
mightier. Column of that Phalanx which 
would: be llt unaffected by this + ar 

5 5 
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, As to. the Boroughs, ker propf,; of. 
Corruption in che majorky, eee 


ciſed over ſmall number s, with; any degree * 
reſerve and management, , will. elude; detec- 
tion; and the detection muſh be more glaring, 
than careleſſneſs or impudence itſelf, forget- 
ting the policy of ſuch Bodies, would admit, 
oftener perhaps than once or twice in à cen. 
cary, to. juſtify, noc to. ſay, extort from jk 
Houſe a ſentence of Disfranchiſement, ; or 
ground that legal demonſtration which a 
Court of Juſtice muſt have. Nor can it be 
omitted, that the moſt deciſive and permanent 
Influence may be poſſeſſed, exerciſed, and 
transferred over an handful of Electors, with 
out giving or offering a bribe, or interpoſing 
a menace. Nay, were that handful, in pro · 
perty, unſuſpected purity, inflexible conſtan- 
cy, all that can be ,conſiderable, worthy of 
confidence and ſecure of independence, the 
objection were enough, that they are an 
handful ;, and that the Liberties of the ma- 
ny, the Rights of the Community, the Nation- 
al Intereſt, Dignity, and Safety | ought. not co 
be left to the nomination of, a few, and thoſe 
unauthorized : Electors, were they the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men. It s an; infacior evil, bur 
yet not to be overlooked, that the ſcheme 
now in conſidetation increaſes the number of 
Repreſentatives,., and this too wirhout in- 
creaſing that of Electors. Ko 


| W enen IGUD 
One advantage, however, and of great 


importance, this experiment may liave pur- 
chaſed, To undeceive the groundleſs expec- 
ig ch "tation. 
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ne ney thingy g 


ration of tarryin 


very little from 


= - may allyredly be —_— join in the 


conviction that defective Plans of Reform 
will not engage the favour of that Aﬀenibly, 
by the merit of Moderation! Too ſcanty to 
intereſt the People, they can offer. nothing 
which the delicate ſenfibility of the 


unt not dread as 16 fuck, and bade a thoy- 


ſand fears of its acceptance with the Commu- 


nity, its conſiſtency with the Conſtjtution, its 


R—_ with the end and nature of Repre- 
entative Privileges, which nothing can farisfy 
but the clear, decided, general voice of the 
Community. That voice will only be heard 
when a Reform truly efficacious, comprehen- 
ſive. of General Freedom, and therefore wor: 
thy of its awful interpoſition, ſhall have been 
duly offered: which ſervice the Committees 
of the ſeveral Counties, when neglectinꝑ the 
delufive ſemblance of ſomething imagined 
practicable for being ſeemingly ſcarce worth 
oppoſing, they ſhall extend their views to 4 
Reform capable of uniting the Society in its 


behalf, will be "moſt competent to render. 


This propoſal for ſaving the Boroughs, and 
augmenting the Houſe of Commons, were it 
in the le: applicable to the redreſs of out 
Repreſentation in this part of the Iſland, it 
would then be neceſſary to remark: how une 

— it muſt be to Scotlanc. 
The Third, therefore, thou 1 order of 
and in acknowledged onftitutional 


Principles the Firſt, is that of Major Cart- 


wright, 


"Ws 


» 6.” MC 


. 


— 
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Fright, ted b) „the Sub: om mittee 
or recommended i the” tte, if 
Tracts of the Conititutfonal Sehen and ſub- 
ſtantially retained in the Bill lately, giye to 5 
the Public by the Duke of Richmond. Ti 
done Has rhe advantages of ſimplicity, com: 
prehenſion, equality, efficacy, el rs 5 
cnergy, agreemehr with the ſpirit of the 
fitution, With the W of Canſtitution 
practice, the neceſſary: ends of the ſocial,« gon 
pact, the feelings and the rights of humanity : . 
It is clear and animating ag the common e 
and with ſimilar eaſe and beneficial dif 

neſs would it, pervade Sotlety, 

Where the experiment has beet) made, ths 
public volce has declared for it. In this County 
the Inhahitanrs at lar were convened ; x 
Inhabitants at large, though the ma fority Wers 
Freeholfders; EDEN + he Joricion. vy as ſu- 
perſcribed, higned, and went to Parfi: 179 5 as 
the Petition of the County, dot of a particu- 
lar order. General and warm . the appro- 
bation of thoſe 'priheiples which Were then 
ſubmitted to the Aſſembiy fat. one 'Þ.1 i 


 ratif a7, 


ge Suffrage, arid And ual 729150 
Body of Fr nölders then pre preſent ſeeme⸗ 
. 15% 4 man co feel the c munication. 
Elective Right as it truly is, not, a diminution 
but an enhancement of the ts 0 De. 
lue o 2 own; an act of julſice fo the | 
Sy leſs recommended by expe 
than dictated by*the ? mand Pa ol 
neſt 
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feelings of the Public: an evidence which | 


my opinion by my reaſons. I apprehend that 


iti every plan that is not more narrow, and 


Cue, our adverſaries are in the right: Forty} 


r 
vol ſentiment. . The Duke of Richmond' 
Letter to the High Sheriff of Suſſex received 
in the full Meeting of that day ample evi. 
dence of its principles being conſonant to the 


recollect and repeat with pleaſute, but which 
the nature of the thing renders ſuperfluaus; 
our very adverſaries admitting that the ſenſe 
of the C unity in its favour muſt neceſſa- 
rity reſult from the equality and extent of 
eee hn tr 
* That it would give votes to perſons not 
poffeſſing property ſufficient for independence, 
glve me leave to deny; and to ſupport, as 
deference to a' reſpectable Body who have 
intimated ſuſpicions on this head demands, 


it proceeds from a falſe eſtimate of the nature 
of political independence, that ſuch notional 
ſecurity is attached to certain qualifications, 
and ſuch diſtruſt to the abſence of them. Re- 
fle& a moment how very trifling the amount 
of that property which in the preſent, ſtate 
of $ociety muſt be admitted as a qualification, 


opprelive even than the preſent. - What are 
the pittances which the Yorkſhire and 
oy ry plan of the ſmalleſt extenſion aflumes 
or a teſt of Independence] Pittanees indeed 
(atid. paltry, let me bo ſuffered to ſay) if pro- 


- 


perty were the, true ſecurity ; for, in that 


—> => > * » = | 


ings 3-year is far, very far from, ads 
„ my quate; 


; 


114 
bo 
11 


5 > = B 2 FA FE ER SE EE 


8 


1 


124 
7 55 


xs rt er 
hty to 


= \T# 
. 


e; And what 

Katy ec) 6 to acht e 

pand? it ith — Arn, 'whi 

uence of Cyr iſp; 

leave ſpace for Yhe cab, ot p 

he eftablifnierit of Corruptve | 

cious means of 'procaring Paliticat' 

dence, then will the ſpirned Refolve 

that thofe who'can ſupport thenrfelves by ho- 

neſt ittduſtry, tliongh in a Tow ſation, are 

They are {6 eminentiy, and to # ſt N 8: 

gree even nor: but when cual Oe” 

diffuſed thtough the whote Com 

Truſt Mall Have cleared the flag ras 

of Corruption, '#nd given firm Political Inde- 

bolt for evemption from depen il 

the ſpelf of tiarnes;' of withitt the circle of 6h 

preſent; or in Copyholds of this or that 

he, or Leaſcholts of 'certitt' tent und A: 

fure of equal, 

the edn and . 5 
TER! int 

Erection, ſhould a hs br 58 brit 05 

wi. 
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bal e narrow dxetc 
ing the. periqd-6f ED 
theſe de the only rational, the 
Dunnigore Volunteers be felx jn its full Bog 
independent as any order of men wWitatevef. 
the annual circulation of He Roto 
pericterice. ro the Nation, then we flialf not be 
bete and coritracted uſagt N ere 
. „ — Eire gh ble 5 
Annudl Reptefent4tives' by 

rote the Freaſuty ede pace e 
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ority of ſo di 
we 575 ra gn hs rn, 5 


| Ae af 5. eee e ex. 
woul 7.55 es e Eden 
ſhould, no longer be haralled Wifh long Jour: 


| nies from. , drawn, to places where they 
have ng reſped, of acquaiptagce, no | AWE df 
neighbour ood, No. geverence of home, in 
famed, 1 excels of eating and drinking, ir- 
ring ae 7 2 . of doubtful and per- 
qualifications, under no law but that 
Ds appetite, force, intereſt, and fear but re- 
larly convened in their reſpective Pariſhes 
a » noderare in extent); unbought, becauſe 
the idea of ſuch 1 purchaſe would be vain; 
unbiaſſed, becauſe, partial influence could nat 
ſo divide and extend itſelf; ae e un 
n habit 


= ſobriety, , e — 5 
WY: $5 upon immoyable. found it 9f þ 
155 as 1 fear it uld e 
ae. il, uncqual plan of 1 7 — 
hes a comparatively. could be thopght 
10 f ba e Ie and. the protec: 


bee ſeem. a necel ary 0 
From, the, plan of the Yorkſhire, Ado 
* Ke — OTE able to roſe IT 
b. protection cpuld ſaſely bh 
the, mode And. See __ "may py of 
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ſpeak with leſ: decided pinion, than 
genes and extent of a Plan of Refs Nh hy: 
therefore mention Ballot only ineidentally: 


have my notion that ĩt might be ſafely, an 
if ſo, advantageouſly/Tpared in caſe of a ebm. 


of ſuch clear and comprehenſive views as 
Major Cartwright” deſerves to be well conſi- 


nounced,” at leaſt by my private voice.” Hows 
ever ſtrongly inclined to think the exertiſe'of 
Fqual and Unlverfal Elective Right, with feſt 


might ſtand boldly, and on ground impreg-" 
nable without it, I cannot ſo think of Plans 
obviouſly liable” to Influence, and that Tnfltts 
ence often in one Perſon, often extending to 
ſeveral Boroughs and different Counties upon 
the Plan of Partial Reform; not only the in. 
fluence of Property, or of Family, but his 
Perſonal influence and preſence as an Elector. 
That plan which gives to every man his v 
and to nome a multiplicity of votes, — 
prevent this dangerous exertion of a 
hich infringes on the idea of fimple, qual, 
protective, repreſentative Right. 

would not miſpend time in dwelling on 
he confutation of thoſe ſurmiſes which fug- 
zeſt danger to the equipoize of conſtirutiornat 
Powers, by ſuch added ſtrength to the po 
ar branch 2 the Legiſlature. With relation 
o hiſtorical inference, it has been entirely 
niſapplied ; it was not the effect of popular 

U 3 principles, 
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plete Reform. though the opinion of a man 


dered before its rejection were poſitively pro- 


ſonally ' choſen,” independent Parlainientyj | 
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xrinciples, but the breach of them in the 
Houſe of Commons, by giving themſelves an 
arbitrary duration, that fubſtituted to Rega 
Tyranny, Anarchy, through the medium cf 
an Qligarchy. Detached from their depen; 
gence on the People, and too readily im. 
proving on the apparent gheceſſuy of the 
qriſis, they aſſumed new and dangerous 
powers, derogatory to the only true politica 
of the People. Great part of thoſe 
' buſes, which Dr, Jebb, with the firmneſs of 
| his character has marked and reprobated, in 
_ priſaping for breach of ſelf· determined, un. 
defined, incogaizable, and illimitable privj 
leges ; the {equeſtaring of perſons thus in- 
priſoned from all protection, of Lam; the de. 
ciding excluſively on conteſted; Elections; 
the excluſian of their Conſtituents from the 

place of their Aſſembly ; the arrogating of 

power to impoſe on a Delegate to that Ab 

. {ent thitber by the Electors af: 

aunty, (and if one, auy number might be 

deprived of the repreſentative character) to 

impaſe the incapacity of being elected, and 

annul the voice of as many Counties as they 

ſhould ſee gagd hy their ſingle vote the 
| repeated attempts to ſtop the yery publication 
| of their Debates—T heſe abuſes many of then 
W griginated at the @ra when it is miltakonl 
| | the Democracy had devoured the Conti 
tution. The want of 2a due portion ef de 

| Macratical power rendered thaſe memorable 
| ſtraggles ſo calamitous W 
r > 1] ubli 


may 


Am * 
public Good. A real Repreſe 
ſeſſionally elected, will be oma of wil 
berty of its Conſtjtuents; it wilt neith h 
time nor the temptation to male rw wn if 
roads on the conſtitntional diſtinct privitege 
of the other branches of the State. Imper- 
ſectly and unequally elected, a Repreſentatice 
Body will be he feat of Faction, or of Tnfly- 
ence; to every thing it will tend, but the 
true ob Should it even purſue _ this, 
which the Parliament of Charles the Foo 
and afterwards of the Int m (for a 
genes Commonwealth it N ſeem 
generally to have wiſhed to do, it cannot be 

regularly or effectually. There was Wiſdom, 
Virtue, Intrepidity, in that ill-fated Parlia- 
ment; as much or more than w 
be again found in an Houſe of Commons once 
fatally ſevered from its due connection with 
its Conſtituents. Yet an Oligarchy it was; 
and ſoon” beheld Cromwell trampling on its. 
rains; for it wanted the root of juſt and ſolid 
power, Public Confidence founded in Na- 
tional Appointment, renewed by fre * 
and ftated Delegation. The Houſe of | 
mons cannot be too extenſively what its — 
imports, the Houſe of the Repreſentatives of 
the Commonalty, ſo fairly and fully delegated. 
as to be conſidered (within the limirs of its 
truſt) the very Commonalty itſelf, If ſhort of 
this, except that the Terms of the Conſtitution 
ve the difpuized veſtiges of its eſ- 
ſential Rights, the very exiſtence — 


— 
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of Commons, nomipally ſugh, is no object to 
dhe Feople z, and on the other parts of the 
egiſlature, it will by fits encroach, and be 

ſe) he in its dependence. With an Houle of 
Lords it may often” clach, tenacious of an 
de of its own. It may ſuatch at the 
rerogatives of the Crown one moment, and 
ſcreen the delinquency, of the Miniſters of 
the Crown the next; it may be tender of re. 
ſtraining, miniſterial influence; it may be bold 
in aſſuming the diſtinctive functions of execu- 
tive Power, depoſited ſeparately from the 
Legiſlature for the ſecurity of [Public Free- 
dom, It may preſent a perpetually varying 
and undeſcribable ſcene of Submiſſion, Uſur. 
pation,. Ferment, Confuſion. It may come 
to Reſolves aſſertive of the Dignity it ought 
to have, and raiſing the public expectation of 
its ſeconding their wiſhes for the removal of 
Undue Influence. But if it make the lighteſt 
progreſs beyond abſtract declarations of the 
Neceſſity of Amendment, it will retract its 
ſteps with precipitation, more ſolicitous for 
ſafety than the decency of its retreat; and 
fearing. above all imputaticus the reproach 
of a delirium ſo foreign to its habits, and ſo 
deſtructive of the preſent ſtate of its Conſti- 
tution, as the exceſs of Public Virtue;—lt 
cannot be too often repeated, reſtore the 
Houſe of Commons to the full and equal 
Con ĩtuency of the People, and the whole 
State gains by the reſtitution. It cannot be 
conciliatory of affection to the Regal part of 
ee een eee o 


1 


8. 8. 


6313) 


the Conditutidn/ tor ſee: it-perverted and dill 
graced hy Miniſterial agency ow that Body 
which ought o be the uniofluenced Repre - 
ſentat ive of the Commons: It carnot be con- 
ducive to tlie honour of the Houſe of Peers 
io act co- ordinately with an Aſſembly which 
is not the Repreſentative of the other part of 
the State 2; But, above all, what is Great Pri 
tain, if the vaſt majority of her Sous are a 
name, 4 ſhadow, a fiction in the Conſtitution? 
To ſhift Inequalities, to ſoften the deformity 
of Corruption, to render a mock Repreſenta- 
tion a leſs glaring inſult; and give it a pre- 
rence. of |} wearing the name with a ſhow of 
decency, ought not,, cannot ſatisfy the com- 
mon ſenſe, and in ſome degtee awakened ſpi- 
rit of the Nation. It is impoſſible not to join 
with a Jebb in teſtifying in concurrence with 
the ſentiment, and voice of other unde viating 
Citizens, that unleſs enough be done. to ren- 
der the true:intereſt of the Country predo- 
minant in the Houſe of Commons, nothing is 
done. This cannot be the reſult of partial 
Reform; nor do I think- there is power to 
carry any Reform which ſhould leave the re- 
gulation and diſtribution of Suffrage a matter 
of remote and doubtful concern tu the great 
majority of the People; at leaſt. to carry it 
by peaceful and conſtitutional efforts. Tho 
firmly at the ſame time perſuaded, that by 
an equal and general communication (reſtitu- 
tion rather) of this nece fſary ſecurity to Free- 
dom, Reform would be obtained, and a pure 
Conſtitution 


174 
Conſtitution tranſmitted to diſtant ages, with- 
out any:ſhack to the public tranquillity and 
order; and indsed as the only probable means 
af long retaining tlie appearance of either. 
Either convulfions, lethargy, and death muſt 
be, or a general, equal circulation of vital 
This diſeaſe is not partial, nor to 
partial remedies will it yield. And there is 
this farther analog: the diforder will not be 
removed hy aur wiſhing the. cauſes: of it to 
change their nature, ſupplicating Corruption 
to give us Pury, reſting on partial Power 
for the-re-eſtabliſhment of Freedom. 

It is that the attempt of Reform 
propoſed by Mr. Pitt, defective and hazar. 
dous, (for reſpect to Truth and the Commu- 
nity extort the declaration) was more (and it 
muſt be, if it was any thing) than the Houſe 
would be induced to accept by any internal 
motives. It is certain loſs of time, and neg- 
le& of invaluable opportunity, not to corre- 
ſpond, aſſociate, and preſent the national ſenſe 
on a plan ſufficiently" fanple, intereſting and 
comprehenfive not to divide, or to fail of their 
attention, or to miſs of the ſupport of the 
Community. Then let Parliament, when the 
People ſhall have fpecifically ſtated and claim- 
ed their Rights *, grace themſelves by paſſing 
the ordinary form on what ſhall have acquired 


the eſſential validity. Then let them arrange 
. e ee re cnc * 
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will regollect bh Foes of all Refarm dread 
9 —.— 
Unjan upon contracted, and, of 

trary hypotheſes, they with the 
rity and tos much reaſon deride. 
cxperizientally, there is no Uni 
Force, RExrur, or Corruption, 
made general, unleſ on general prinri 
From their faars you not think it inf 
geouduct to regulate your movements, and 
apply them is that direction where your: Ene- 
mies feel their weakpelſs z where you. are cer- 
tao of ſupport from all the powers of the 
Community, certain to concentrate — 


5 


as you have — on the People, as 
they render their Porſonal Freedom aud Ho- 


late of Gapinenal and ay, à neglectꝭ of 
thoſe legal means by whi 2 — 
may be profſerved, let me intreat you to ex 
ma e Views to the reception: of 
17! { - _ 
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every mbtive which on due examination you 
ſhall ſee juſt, by which àn immediate ſenſe of 
individual and collective concern in this great 
Cauſe can be impreſſed on the Whole Com- 
monty. To this end every poſſible com- 
prehenſion every enlargement of your Plan, 
cannot fall of bein 9 inſtrumental, 
Nothing” but the evidently impracticable, or 
the — of ' Peace and Order, ought to 
be an objection to a Plan which bas theſe con- 
fideratijons / to recommend it. Its ſuperior 
eaſe;/ and certainty of areas „the tran- 
quillity of its operation, I have inadequately 
endeavoured to repreſent. But if no argu- 
ments more likely to be regarded from others, 
actuated by the ſame conviction, can yet 
evince to your Committee the reaſonableneſs 
of recommending, or to the great convention 
of the Freeholders of your County, the ne- 
eeſſity of adopting this one Plan of Equal 
and Complete Reform, let me conjure you 
to think at leaſt of the neareſt approximation. 
By admitting no farther than all Houſeholders, 
the ſacrifice of right, and therefore of true 
expedience, would in my apprehenſion be 
great; and I deſcend with reluctauce, with 
dread of the event, to this idea of limitation. 
The comparative ſimplicity and advantage of 
ſuch a Plan will yer be very conſiderable, op- 
poſed to the perplexity and inconvenience 
which: will attend the ſettling of vague and 
inconſiſtent qualifications of Propetty.— lf 
vos this cannot yet make ĩts way to the ap- 

N n 


. 


probation-pf5 am, Committee. on eficabe A. 
ſembly j tobe. n ſomething man dei 
done, by reſtoring} Exgeholders, wirhaut ing: 
ſtriction of value, to hat equal Right which; 
before tha Statute f Diefcanrhiſemem cha 
had long claimed aud exergiledandiby bring 
ing Copy holders, who are, ngw; within gquab 
reaſon, into equal; benefir,; If ,thels olater 
would be thaught under Influence, where! 
their Fines areſſarbitrary, Net it bs] propoſed 
to apply for an Act of Parliament, which aal 
do univerſaliy and at once; gf A Curt: of 


Equity will do always upon, applleat ion, 
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able length would, as, in 
Committee of the Grand Co 
land, have a claim to be comprehended : ner 
could the ground of refuſing it, to Holders. of 
Stock in the. Public Funds apparently: 
of being eaſily, and conſiſtentiy ad, la 
truth, qualiſications annexed to Property muſt 
either be narrower, than the: narrow. principle 
ſelf, or muſt be carried iptg a long. imtrieate, 
and at laſt, imperfect enumeration. of particu- 
lars; and. the adoption ori rejection with have 
no legitimate, rational, or ſettled griverione: 
Any chinglike conſiſtency or comprehenſin of 
equal caſey Mithin equal Tule, will tend ſo naar 
ly and. inevitabiy to the, general admin = 


: 
* 


6 13¹⁸ 
che Commotialty, chat t wt de ſeem g be 
infininey more Lorrvenient; ſufe, und juſt, ts 
adopt ax once à pritieiple fyungeld in the uu. 
rare of Nam and ef Society; ahd Hnſtew of 
difpuring upon THillmngy worth-of Freedotd, or 
the fintaltic' merk and independenee of tin 
or tat denominution of Property; to feſbler 
alt imo a rule Which will neither puzzle, tir 
lead} nor #iyvide' the perfondl; equal und 
commen Right hieb at ſeaſt vught' to de 
clearly ſtuted to the Pebple, thav cbndeſſtons 
f reiſom ean be found for any, way be the 
velult oF eheic e. DI vii. 1 
In a word, the more &ubF und geticrul the 
lntereſt in the Reform, the den probability of 
reſiſtanee or oppoſition j the more ſimplicity 
the J redfbn x rely on the per ifiatience 
and reꝑularity of its execution,” if utrsined, 
and the fu reception when propefet; the 
more unifermty of rule, (Wbieh is- indeed 
ſimplicity in anether view) the leſs riſque of 
evaſion and eonfufion. ' What 'ehar #ifque is 
on partiat fyſtem of trbitrayy-qualifications, 
the innumerable frauds and prejudices te the 
deteriment of ſociat itte fe, Morality and 
Religton, as well as Freedom, toe elearly wir 
neſs j- the diſorder, proſigucy, and <oiitempt 
of every tie'which <haratterize the preſent 
ſtaxe of connection bet ween Blector and Re- 
— — — Fatally. detionirate,  Aﬀe for 
be Mariners in the fink of u corrupted 
Pelioy; you might us well exit prẘa²e Vir- 
tue und Honour from the worſt ſerminat ies of 


every 
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every Vice. A reformed and truly br cd; 


ſtitution can alone guatd and extend thoſe 
principles of, Public Virtwe, the: want uf 
which in their due purity and emen u at 
once the effe& of OR, es dm os” prenmes 
for its continuance. 1 7 61795 00 
You have not ſo deſpaired W 
weal, nor made the infirmities and miſerles 
which abuſe and uſurpation of Fuer have 
heaped upon it,' an a apology't for keeping it 
infirm and wretched. have "irvned: 
every Friend to the Peace and Freedom of 
the Nation with unſhaken courage and — 
vigorous and lawful effort to ſtand forth. an 
in this hour of diſtreſ ſupport the Cauſe of 
Reformation; retrieve Britain from that ruin 
in which a corrupt ſyſtem of Government 
muſt overwhelm her. It was the part of 
men, Who with ſuch zeal and perleverance 
exerted themſelyes in a time of the utmaſt 
diſcouragement; whoſe admonition not a lit» 
tle contributed to ſnatch the Nation from her 
diſgraceful, ruinous, unnatural contaſt with: 
America; Whoſe interpoſtion has put ſome 
check to the laviſh expenditure of the Public 
money, by former has taken ſome- 
thing from the enormous weight, (Which to 
diminiſh in the leaſt was an arduous tafk while: 
the preſent partiality of Repreſentation Moni 
continue) the intolerable of that Infla 


ence which lies ready for the uſe of any Far- 


_ Ariſtoctatical, Regal, or. of a corrupt 
W can place itſelf at the helm. 
i 
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Completꝭ the great work as becom6k theſe 
| beginnings; anſwerably to theſe teſtimonies of 

integrity and wiſdbny! The [redreſs! Which 
could be only limited, temporary and 
rjous, by applying to the effect will 


full; 
durable, certain, by going to the ſource. W 
The:greateniportion of the Commanity'y6ur 
Propoſiti un of Reform ſhall embrace, the more 
juſt, glorioms, and imperiſhable: ie wilt Bel 

May t eſlabliſh . your; names iu the full vene- 
ration of Communities to riſe and n 


througb the ſeries of unknown ages i:? 

- Lam, Sir, with the reſpect! due to Four" 

charager ahd-:fituation of Public Fruſt: 
Vour obedient humble ſer van: 
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road publication of Mr. Lal 's 41 for r ee W 
ihereaſe that — and —— from which the e Tis 
— bed) r. r ecurions! . — — betu diſmiſſed 
rom the A of Su t no reaſon 

but his o the cabſe of, Refotm on the pi KF wr ber 
maintained. And though the diſmiſſal — grace ap- 
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the' 25855 417 gin wi thy frei friend of of Dr. ge John be Jeb. 


Te ispcrhaps ſapertiv6us ds, add. eien 
were B r. —— — r Unit 
Suffra 8 agen tir ground round | Ther « purſued their uſual 
IG 'thanks Kue vihor;” without 

on the ſubje ; / givin 
dr. for his 175 pirit, and virtubus ſcorn of Corruption, | but 
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[ RECEIVED. yous favour, of the ged of 
Dezember on the uf of January, juſt he- 
fore:the Meeting of the Copntynat Yark and 
the Committee having met the.next, mornings 
according} to their adjourament,, PCM that 
opportunity; ta day your Letter) before. phe 
Yorkdtfire: Gentlemen, in obedience to- 
eee the ke of 
Ontmittee v your seal mn uppenting 
the Common Cuuſe, and for the candid cot. 
munication of your ſentiments of! the fubjeſt 
of Parliamentary Reformation 
I am happy to inform you, tha*. on a free 


Nin of that ſybje& at a previous Meet- 


— Gele own 1 405 * that it behoved the Friends of 
their Country to deſcend from the airy heights of Speculation, 
nd on plainer and ſafer ground to preſs forward to the attain- 
ment of a moderate Reform. Their ſyſtem was calculated not 
o eaptivate the imagination with a a proſpe of Theoretic Reform, 
md a ſodden ttaaſition from grofi 1 to a golden age of 
Purity; but it offered to the | ery, cautious and wary men 
view of public benefits to be attained * yon and 
propoſed changes temperate and conſtituti yet great and effi- 
cacious as the actual circumſtances of the Country rendered prac- 
ticable, or fit to be attempted. 

In their ſyſtem and ſentiments the Chairman of the Committee 
concurred, and time has confirmed him in the judgment he then 
formed, —Sce his Letter to Major Cartwright, May iſt, 
1801, near the end of this Volume. 
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ing of the County, many who had formerly 
been among the | warmeſt. opponents of the 
Aſſociation, declared themſelves friendly to 
the obyetit of our purſuit. And the, Petition 
for a more Equal Repreſentation, which was 
agreed to by the County on the 1ſt of Jany- 
ary, is to be conſidered as being ſapported 
by a much more general approbation, of the 
Geher than that preſented laſt winter, 
As ſobil as I receive copies bf the Petitid 
4 the Proceedings at our two late Con 
Meetings, Þ'ſhall loſe no time in tranſmitting 
them to ye and to your worthy Coadjutot 
Mr. Middleton, by whoſe united endeavour; 
J hope the County of Suffolk may be induced 
once more to petition Parliament, and to re- 
appoint their Committee, without which the 
applieatich of the County can hardly be ex 
pected to have its due walghe and: nenn 


with Parliament. 11131 0 NOUE 1 
To 2 have the 1425 tobe, TT 
Winz. great Welpe, ei 

C. WYVILL. 
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4; 7 ad ud. i242 Jonnsd 11 
Paper XVII. bo. insur. | 
Letter, Jo Carzr Lorrr, Eſq; % ble 


f CG 4 gyro ey 10 
Sir, 1 


lache, have 1 on your: ha 
vour of the 3d of January, conveying the 
unexpected Thanks af the Committee of At 
ſociation, had L nat waited to acknowledge 
your intended > nay communication which 
by ſome accident has not yet arrived. 

Give me leave, Sir, to ꝓreſent my, refoett 
ful acknowledgments. to that candid and li- 
beral ſpirit, which, looking beyond the perſon 
of a very private Individual, and unprejudiced 
by his avowed conſiderable differences of opi- 
nion as to the means of promoting the Com- 
mon Cauſe, has honoured him with a teſti- 
mony of approbation ſo greatly eſtimable. 
The Committee will accept theſe ſentiments 
2s a grateful, though inadequate expreſſion 
of the ſincerity with which I feel, myſelf af- 
eced by their attention. Where the com- 
munication of ideas on this all- concerning 
ſubject is thus encouraged, good aſſuredly 
muſt be the reſult. Others, with ſuperior 
advantages to ſerve the Cauſe, will be ani- 
mated to exertion. A free and general cor- 
reſpondence of Aſſociated Counties will, I 
truſt, yet take place; and this once eſtabliſh- 
ed, a Reform to the full extent for which 
the Pu blic Voice ſhould — would re- 
ward their union, 


© Fox» 
. 


. 
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It cannot, Sir, but be very agreeable to 
be mentioned by you With Mr. Middleton, 
and the other Friends, of Reform in this 
County. What degree o probability there 
may be of another Meeting, with a view to 
that great object, taking place at preſent, | 
am unable to repréſent. An idea has been 
ſtarted of adopting the Relatvel and Aſſocia 
tion of the Quintuple Alliance, when laſt a 
ſembled, and — the latter to be the baſi 
of a Teſt to Candidates for this Count), 
whenever the Diſſulution of Parliament, ſeem 
ingly ſo near at hand, ſhall. happeni—Should 

propofal be adopted, I ſhall ory the in- 
obs will be acceptable. 

It is witk much ſatisfaction I Jearn by your 
reſpected favour, that the ſenſe of the import 
ance of the Cauſe ſlill more extends inſelf in 
; your great arid populous Countʒ 
I have the nee, to 5 vor great re- 


ee en , 


Your obedient humble Ginn 
| CAPEL Lor OE, 


8 
Near Bua v, Surroxx, 


March 1, 1784. 
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Paper, JVIII. 10. J Jo 4 (1 
Reaſons for the Inſtitution of the'BALLOT Ir 
elecking Members ef Parliament; communi- 
cated in the year 1783, 10 the Reverend O. 
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4 12 following Motion was made at a 
af General Meeting af the County of Mid- 
e dleſex, held at Hackney the 14th of, Februs. 


ary, 1780 : 4, 1 * 
Reſolued, That it be propoſed to the ſeveral 
Aſſociating Committees to conſider whether 
the introduction of Voters by Ballot in the 
election of our Repreſentatives may not form 
our proper expre/s object of National Aſſo- 
art Wl ciation. If the rendering votes private ſhould 
fin end to remove all undue impreſſions ariſing 
from the preſence or authority of Superiors, 
re- ¶ to defeat the intentions of thoſe whoſe ſucceſs 
depends only on improper influence, and 
thereby to diſcourage the attempts of Cor» 
ruption for the future, the People will then 
F. have provided ſome ſecurity not only for the 
right of voting, but alſo for the free circums 
ſtances under which to exerciſe that right. 

The Motion having been poſtponed for fu- 
ture conſideration, the following reaſons are 
ſuggeſted in its ſupport, 

It is the aſſertion of Harrington (who is 
for ballotting in all caſes) that the Iſraelites, 
the Athenians, Laced-monians, Carthagini- 
ans, Romans, and Venetians, all voted by 
+ Bballot, Edit. 1747, p. 50, &c.; and this mode 
RX 3 of 
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of taking the ſuffrages of the People is ar. 
proved of by others of tlie beſt Writers upon 
Government. Ont TEC 

Cicero allows that“ the Tablets or Ballot 
of the People of Rome (who gave their votes 
by throwing Tablets or little pieces of wood 
ſecretly into urns marked for the negative or 
affirmative) was a' welcome Conſtitution to 
the People, as that which not impairing the 
affurance of their brows, increaſed the free. 
dom of their judgment.” 

At Venice, (the moſt durable Common. 
wealth now exiſting) all elections are made by 
Ballot; and all voting in the Great Council, 
the College, the Senate, and all the Court: 
of Judicature, are done by Ballot, without 
any miſtake, or any ſort of confuſion or di 
ſturbance; which prevents bribery, faction 
animoſities, and all bad conſequences.” Cole's 
Mem. p. 16.—“ Never any ſtrife happening 
between the Senate and People.” Harrington, 
p- 45+ | | 

In New England, and in other of the Nor- 
thern Colonies, they ele& by Ballot with the 
like ſucceſs. ard " 

It is cuſtomary in the Borough of Lyming- 
ton, in Hampſhire, to ele& by Ballot. Thi 
method (ſays the Relater) 1 know to be cf 
great advantage, where it is made uſe of; it 
prevents animoſity and diſtaſte, and very 
much aſſiſts that Freedom which ought to be 
it Elections. No man in this way need fear 
the diſobliging his Landlord, Cuſtomer, or Be. 

"==> ; TO. nef actor.” 
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ne factor.“ State THis i in the time of King 
William Firſt, p. 181. | 

Anno 1734. in the Lords Proteſt on the 
Motion for eleclin Seotch Peers, it is ing Voters, 
may have their alliances drying em one 
11 


„ 


under ee to the Court, and this) 

may be reduced to the hard neceſlity ( inde” 
the power of : an arbitrary Miniſter) either of 
loſing t their employment, or of voting againſt 
their neareſt relations, and agaluſt their own 


opinions alſo ; and they apprehend that no 


Election can be called perfectly free, where 
any number of Electors are under any influ-, 
ence whatſoever, by which, they may be 
biaſſed in the freedom of. their choice,” 
Deb. Lords, 1767. Cal. 2. p. 198. 

Judge Blackſtone, vol. 1, p. 189, “ is againſt 
voting by, Ballot in the Houſe of Commons, 
becauſe the conduct of every Member is ſub- 
ject to the future cenſure of his Conſtituents, 
and therefore ſhould be openly ſubmitted to 
their. inſpection.— But the caſe of the Peo-' 
ple, who are accountable for their votes to 
God only, is the very reverſe; they ſhould 
therefore be confined to no mode of deliver-' 


ing their ſuffrages, but that which belt ſecures 


their genuine choice; and when they are nel 
ther awed by fear, nar influenced by hope, on 


Y:ccount of their ſuffrages being made public, 


it may be preſumed they will neyer elect 
ä 4 ſtrangers, 
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firangers, or unqualified, or unwor ty. perſons, 
but will al prefer their own acquaint- 
ance, men of approved judgment and merit, 
as beſt entitled to their Stk confidence, * 
the depoſit of their own and their polterity's 
Rights and Privileges. 

At the India-Houſe, Royal Society, Hoſpi- 
tals, Diſpenſatories, they chooſe by Ballot with 
equal ſucceſs ; as by this mode the Voters are 
leſs ſubject to the fear of an enemy, or baſhful- 
neſs towards friends, to impair or reſtrain 
their liberty, 

Objection having been made, that taking 
the re of the People by Ballot would 
prevent the inveſtigation of doubtful votes 
on a ſcrutiny, it is thereſore propoſed, that, 
beſides the Returning Officer, each Candidate 
be authorized to appoint an Agent, to take an 
account of each Voter's name, before he offers 
his Ballot, with the deſcription of his frechold 
or right of poll, theſe Agents ſerving as a check 
upon each other; and in caſe where objection 
ismade, or the right appear doubtful, an oath 
to be tendered to ſuch perſon, wherein he 
ſhall ſwear to his having a legal qualification, ſto 
be particularly deſcribed), and alſo that he has 
not given a previous vote in the then election 
and upon taking ſuch vath, the perſon to be 
permitted to to poll, otherwiſe to be rejected. 
It is preſume that this teſt will be ſufficient 
. as in caſe any perſon not entitled to 
vote ſhould take the oath, he will then be ſub- 

ect to, and ought to be indicted for perjury. 
fi mode of eſtabliſhing votes taken at the 
Election, 
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Election, will prevent petitions for a ſcrutiny, 
and conſequently for all falſe returns with a 

view to it, which circumſtance hitherto has 
often given Seats to Members not baving a 
majority of legal votes, and who have voted 
without right, until ſuch time as the petitions 
from the legal Members has beſo heard 300 
finally determined. 


For the Manner of Polling. 


The Seat of Elections will uſually. furniſh 
ſome large covered place or room, near one 
end of which ought to be placed three Per- 
ons who take down the names and qualifica- 
tions of the Voters, and thoſe authorized to 
make objections, &c. to them. Farther on 
let there be placed a table with a box thereon, 
containing a ſufficient number of pieces, of 
paper, each of the ſame ſort, and not exceed- 
ing three inches ſquare; whereon are printed 
in one preciſe manner and form the names of 
the Candidates that ſtand the poll; at this 
table let a boy under ten years of age ſtand, 
who on each Voter's coming to the table ſhall 
take out one, of the Ballots between his finger 
and thumb, and holding it up, ſhall give it to 
ſuch Voter ; each Voter receiving his poll, ſhall 
retire one 'by one into a high ſtall, with en- 
trance for light at the top, ſuch ſtall having 
at its entrance a curtain loaded at the bottom 
with heavy weights, which curtain he ſhall 
have fallen behind him, ſo as to conceal him 
from view and in each {tall a pen, loſe, 2 

ſand 
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find to pe placed; (of which ſtalls more or 
fewer ball be provided, in proportion to the 
number of Voters) the Voters having here in 
private ſeratched with a ſingle ſtraight line, 
the names of the Candidate or Candidates for 
whom he gives bis ſuffrage, and ſhall before he 
quits the Nall carefully fold u the paper, 
(putting the printing within G de) in four 


equal parts at leaſt, and then ſhall come out 


of the ſtall; holding this his Ballot, ſo folded, 
between his thumb and finger only, and de. 
fiver the ſame to another boy under ten years 


of age, plaged at another table; who is to 


receive the one Ballot ſo folded between his 
finger and thumb only, and let it fall through 
a flit of paper or wood, large enough to re- 
ceive it, into an urn; when the poll for the 
day loſes : another boy under ten years of age, 


| ſhall take out the polls one by one, and deliver 


them 1 to the Sheriff or to his Subſtitute; who 
in a book with ruled columns ſhall publicly, 
beneath the names of the didates, accord- 
ing as one or other is ſcratched in each Bal- 

lot, draw a black daſh or ſtroke thus —— 
numbering each Candidate's vote 1, 2, 3, and 
ſo on, to each deſk in ſucceſſion; then let each 
Ballot be delivered to the Agents appointed by 
the Candidates to take the poll. to be by them 
conveyed from one to the other i in rotation, 
to be, taken down by each in like manner; 
which being done, the laſt perſon ſo mag 
down the poll to fold it up as before, an 
ve it to the other boy, who. is to put the 
pron (ſo folded) into another like urn, placed 
B upon 
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apon another table, When all the Billots 
polled within the day are taken down, hand 
the perſons ſo appointed ſo agree in all their 
number of ores given for each Candidate, in 
that caſe the” Bal, to be all counted, ahl the 
Sheriff or bis Subſtitgte to fign the books of the 
Agents . dene. to take account of the Ballots. 
But in caſe of any difagreement in the num- 
bers, then the Ballots to be re- examined until 
the books all agree; and when this happens, 
the Ballots are inſtantly, publicly, and without 
further inſpection to be burnt, If more than 
one Ballot be folded up together and ſcratch- 
ed, or more names ſcratched in any ſingle 
Ballot taken than are Members to be return- 
ed, ſuch Ballots are to go for nothing, and 
be rejected and torn.” If the poll lait more 
than one day, the ſame method to be taken 
each day's poll, which, when finally cloſed, 
the total number of votes given for each 
Candidate to be written down againſt! the 
names in words at length, in each bool, to 
be ſigned by the Sheriff, or by his Subſtitute- 
But as a farther improvement. 
And that the Election of Members to-ferve 
in Parliament may not only have the real ſuf- 
frape of the People, but alſo may be rendered 
more convenient to Voters, it is propoſed, 
If the Election be in a Borough Town or 
City, then the poll to be taken at one com- 
mon place; bur if in a County, then the moſt 
central Market-Town of each Hundred, or 
other proper Diviſion of the County to be 
appointed (Voters commonly having occaſion 
| " Wd 
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requent Market-Towns) ; or if ſuch maſk 
i Town be more than f ] miles from 
any part of each Diyiſion, and if two Market- 
'owns can be found, not leſs than Ly] miles 
iſtant from each other, and that ſhall be one 
or other of them within [1.5] miles of the 
ſeveral parts of ſuch Diviſion, then two ſuch 
Market-Towns ſhall be appointed: but if two 
Market-Towns cannot be found a hr fo for 
anſwering the condition of bring] 
the Diviſion within [15] m 1 2 þ Ta 
or voting, then ſo many to be appointed as 
ſhall anſwer this purpoſe, provided, they are 
not nearer than [7] miles to each other, in- 
tending, by that means, not only to provide 
for the convenience of Voters, but alſo to 
avoid that probability of their votes being 
diſcovered, which might ariſe from the Voters 
being very few in number, and all among the 


neighbourhood. But fhould the , reaſon of 


this precaution be thought of leſs importance 
than che finiſhing the County Elections in one 
day, and fo to avoid a continuation of intrigue, 
riot, expence, influence, diſpute, and ill hu- 
mour, and the preventing many from polling 
in different Counties, in that caſe a more 
Gmple method may be adopted, viz. To have 
fourteen days notice given of the Election in 
the Gazette: publiſhed by Authority; the ſuf- 
frages of the People then to be taken on the 
day fixed upon, in the Pariſh Church of each 
County z or, if there be no Pariſh Church, 
then in the place where the Pariſh buſineſs is 
uſually tranſacted; on which day proper an: 
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ſons, Inhabitants of each TORO chöſen 
by the Sheriffs, an@'apptoyed of by che Pan! 
ings, who ſhall be ready prepared at 65 
place by nine ccc Ih the mof mig, to 

the ſuffrages of che Püriſnibners in 745 
ner before be . poll prog e 
at four oelbek In the fafternocn, When 
ſaid appointed perforis,' im the manner ork 
deſcribed, are'publicly to/<xamint the votes, 
and to make out and fign two certificates, 
with the numbers chat voted for esch Candi. 
date in words at H; one of Which certi- 
ficares to be imme lately tranſmitted to the 
Sheriff of the County; the __ to be depo- 
ſited for its forth. comin 1 required: 1 the 
giving the ſuffrages thus 8 be concluded ia 
one day. In caſe any one of the Canditfates, 
or their Agent, ſhould doubt the Faftice” of 
the return, the ſaĩd appointed perſbns mal 
both of them make oath'of the truth u their 
return, to the beft of chelr knowledge,” ” 94 
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ed by Hume, in his Plan of a Petfect Com- 


monwealth, Each of tele uuthandes fe 


. 
— — — oe ny ny oo <oyy——__—_ 


( 334 ) 


ſuch. a, queſtion, | is eee ee the 
meaſure; itſelf is {pecious, . Its , pernicious 
conſequences are diſtant and calily, over, 
logkeg.; but its pr romiſed adyantage, the ex 
cluſion of influence from popular Elections, 
is ohvioùs and immediate. It ſeems, there 
fore, to be that ſort of E object, which in,rimes 
of national fermentation, is- moſt likely to be: 
come a favgurite purſuit of the People And 
yet a;propofal, in its appearance ſo favqurable 
to Liberty, and [ſupported by Politic Philo 
ſophers of ſuch ce brity, was rejected | 
County of Middleſex in 1280, aſchpſt 22 
examination; and no other Public Body of Men 
ſeems to have noticed the queſtion, | W 
that period of popiilar,zeal and activit 
negative of onę County, and the Glen of al 
the reſt of t the Counties, and other. Aſſembiies, 
in part may he imputed to their unacquaint- 
ance With, ch political diſouiſitions hut it would 


be want gf/ candour, to den that it is princi- 
pally 'to' be aſcribed to their prudence and 


moderation, with which their zeal for Re- 
formation appears to have been duly tem- 
pered. 

But the time may come, when the People, 
ene by long continved oppreſſions, may 
be fel attac fed te the ne of the Con- 
ſtitution, and Even to the modes of Election 
to which they have been aceuſtomed; when 
ſpeclous novelties may be liſtened, to with 
pleaſure; and the infſuence of Harrington 
may tempt the eager admirers, of Liberty, 
and that of 3 may perſuade her more 


out ö cautious 
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omote the. meaſure, 
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ge 0 or, 10 the courſe 
wi deſtructiy e to that hi * t f ea 
en NN bonouf, "out 'whi ational Fre _ 
ich cannot Tong. exiſt {fie 15 99555 $ Mohd 
on by the general inzegrity he People 
IV, obligation of a promiſe would be held 35 
ore ble, aud ied of ſuffrage would be” 85 
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—_— e, 180 6 promiſe 'ould beige 
=_ ws 10 feries of years tote 
ie; the opacity of feerec Would 
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1 to en gage ments; and exactly as. men 
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ones, the efficacy | of the Bi ot” would be 
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my n, Public Liberry cannot far 
97 9 tree has been ſhaken 't 
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Forms 51 Freedom m may beg T Sfera. oY its 


ſubl tanc nee will be loſt: EN Kr of ithſch 
G. x 0 L ation of 81 1 * 
p: ” Ber "in Father view; the mi 99 of Tecret 
ufftage wou nd be equally at and though 
remote would be inevitable. oF r the ge⸗ 
nuine 1. of Liberty i is manly A d betjev 15 
lent. It js the tendency of Natel Freed 
to produce a general character 6f fortitude 
and Kipgneſs,; nd agalh, Wher. fortitude and 
general. linde $ 'of character re ' prevaleat, 
their tendency is manifeſt” to * preſerve. or to 
e Nee Freedom. Inſtitutions 
ere, which, inſtead. of. nouriſhing the 
. and beneyolcnt affections, are calctilated 
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to extibguiſli them, w hatever,their pretenGons | 
may be in other reſpects, muſt be conſidered 
25 injurious to Liberty, and ineonſiſtent with 
it. Now there is in tha myſtery of the Bak 
lot ſome what diſcordant, ſome w hat revolting 
to the feelings of a Freeman. Such a man 
would wiſh to act with a generous) openneſs, 
upon all occaſions, relative to the Public: He 
would have nothing to gain by concealment, 
and nothing to fear from publicity; This 
manlineſe of ſpirit; this, generous. courage, is 
inſeparable Fan the conſciouſneſs of Freedom, 
and it ought; to be carefully cheriſhed, as its 
neceſſary preſervative, by inſtitutions which 
would call upon the Freeman frequently yo ; 
act in public buſineſs; opeply, and in the face 
of his Countrymen. This. would cheriſh in 
bis/breaſt the ſcorn of concealment, and thys 
the character of the intrepid Patriot would 
beſt be formed. But the; e > 
Ballot would produce an effect directly oppo- 
ſite. It would deſtroy the manly ſpirit hi 
the exertlons of our open Elections foltes 
it would teach the ſeulking Voter 14 gh 
ſervation, to dread publicity, and 
alume the timoraus character e. 
Open Elections alſo are friendly tu the growih 


of the ſocial affoctiona, and a us regard 
in the Elector for the welfare of his Country. 
Fle&ion: conteſts, conducted upon: fome prin- 
ciple reſpecting the intereſt; 


'the Public, | 
they frequently ate, though leſs e 
than they ought; to be, manifeſtly tend jo. 


* the £e}fiſh Pe of n 
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acevſtom the Voter to feel und act for the 
good of others, more eſpecially for that of 
the Community. But rhe'ſecrecy of the Bal. 
lot would have a contrary effect. By its ſok- 
tary privacy it would damp the generous as 
dour of Patriotiſm; it would benumb the feel 
ings of ſympathy and zeal, cited by the 
publicity of ſuffrage, by the diſcuſſions the 
coricerted effurts, and che Garungues bf out 
open Elections. By diſcharging the M bter 
from reſponſibility to dhe public ee 
Would gradually reach tack! to, be ſeififh, ro 
only his own individual" eaſe and ſocu- 
rity, and to neglect the common good. tiiſ at 
laſt every generous ſentiment ne be-[tifled 
"and fiibdued” by the darkneſs, -{ilence; and 
apathy of the Ballot. It is nerdbeſt to point 
gut Bor Meal "this muſt be . Ni Li- 


. 


13: 311 10 [5809 51! 
In 40 uſe In Which a inlaence conſider- 
able, but not — is ſuppoſed to exiſ. 
the Ballet would be liable to the ſame 
Etlens which have been enamerated, in codk 
- Goring the ſtronger caſe of an /over-powering 
influenee; and, (morevyer; ſome additiona! 
- Uiſkidyantages,7atifing from that pecullar ſits: 
Aten, would Be imputable to it. In «the 
Aronger cuſv, he Voter'sodn{cience would be 
overdwed, and he would vote that he might 
| Ae. Int the leſs cogent caſe, he would be 
ed to ſilence the dictates of bis  conſei 


880 ehht ſume paltry ſeheme of advante 


ment miglit ſuoceed . Let che heſitating Vt 
| — NG Abe kr of the Bale 


fron 


Fr 


e chiſement, men who are abſolutely dependam 


Yplcaſure to the n il * 
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1 


11 


from abs def attached to condnct tech 
oally inconſiſtent and minprincipled, immedi 


acly is heſitatien nd ceaſe, and, bis vorn 
would be; ſecuręly given, not to conſciencey 
dut to, in ereſt.o lu ſuch, a caſe the ſecret 
Vater would bea corrupt one and yet the 
ſuffrage of the ſame Yorer, if given under the = 
check of publie opinipns pen would-be given 
a8 probity directed. 117 l es i 
Thus — — Abe influenes 
dreaded be ar only powerful in 
ail - 8 publicity in en 18 
preferable; to ſetrecy. An overrullng in 
fueuce could gt. he reſtrained by this devies 
of ine Ballot Without produging greater evil 
than it would pre uanit ; and en inferior degree 
of RO would he hettet overgome by the 
awe. of, public cenſure, than eluded by the ſe+ 
erecy of: — That ſecrecy: would ofted 
conceal-the guilt of timorous corruption, but 
it could not free the virtuous man from the 
1 of his promiſe. 11-8 11 Db 
licity alone, it mud be confeſſed, 
be ſouod att inſufficient ſecurity 
influence predominant 28 that bf the 
in Great Britain Here then the ſaſety "of 
the Public has been conſulted; by, a ſubſidiary 
regul and Disfranchiſement o has! been 
tothe Ballot. By! Dat 


on the Crown are freed from the erbarrall 
incumbrance of à vote, Which could nos, 
given without oſfence to eunſtiense, . diſ 


| ( 349) | 
fo circumſtanced, the privation cannot be con. 
fidered injurious to them; it only takes away 
that franchiſe which y could not ſafely ex. 
ereiſe, and whieh the corrupt alone Would 
wiſh-to retain. And as a preventive of mis 
chief to the Public, Disfranchiſement is a'ſafer 
and more powerful remedy than the Ballot; 
it more effectually guards the purity of Blet- 
tions; it cuts off the interference of Power, 
and it produces theſe beneficial effecs by 
means which have no tendency gradually to 
ſap or deſtroy the Virtue and L of the 
People. Vet ſtill even this ſaſe and power 
ful remedy againſt influence ought not to be 
applied, except in caſes of 'manifeſt neceſſity 
and in the applieation the greateſt caution 
ought to be obſerved not to exceed the 
bounds which that neceſſity may preſeribe. 
In allowing this preſervative to be applied or 
continued, it is feared that the Legꝑiſlature 
may not have been, at all times, as cautious 
and tender as it has been wiſe in preferring 
it to the Ballot. It may with reaſon be 
thought, probably, that the Disfranohiſing I vie 
Statutes of Henry VI. as well as that of the eff 
preſent King, have not exceeded the bound tro 
of prudenee and neceſſity.) But when all ber 
py holders, and a great majority off 
Hopſeholders paying Taxes, are actually ſu © con 
ſered to remuln under an” unneceflary- and cau 
uous Disfranchiſement, origmally intro be, 
Aced by che tyranny of the times theſſ Am 
Hardſhip of chelr caſe; and the conſequent app 
injury to the Public, "furniſh a freſn and co- 
Ct => N *Y L 


gent 
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gent argument for the interference of tha 
people to effect a Reformation of Parliament 
by extending the Right of Suffrage to theſe 
disfranchiſed claſſes. 33, 42321 21 1662 

Here the argument againſt the Ballot might 
be cloſed, if reſpect for the authority of 
rington did not require ſome attention to be 
paid, to a. reaſon which he ſeems to bavg 
thought deciſive in its favour, via. that it, was 


the practice of modern Venice, and ſome. of 


the moſt celebrated Republics in ancient 
times. In reaſoning on the cuſtoms, of the 
Nations alluded to, there is frequently much 
uncertainty. Some of them lived jn ages 
very remote, and their hiſtory is too oþſcure 
to aſcertain the effects of any peculiar pr 
tice, or to eſtabliſh. its exiſtence, as a 1 


cuſtom: and arguments from premiſes ſo une 


certain, for adopting ſuch regulations here, 


muſt be ſtill more obſcure, and uncertain, 


Others lived under Governments extremely 
diſſimilar; from our own; ſo that their pracy 
tice, even thoꝰ it may have been well. fuited 
to the temper, of thoſe Nations, or to the 
views of their reſpective Governments, can 
afford no concluſive argument, that the in- 
troduction of it in this Country would be 
beneficial. tate 91915 eig f 


16 asset 
Of the Carthaginian cuſtoms, and their 


conſequences, nothing ought to be ſaid; he- 
cauſe nothing can be known, as it ought co 
be, reſpecting the Hiſtory; of S 
Among the Hebrews, the pratice of hę Hall 
appears to have been only occaſional, or rather, 


Y 3 perhaps 


Fg 
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perhaps, caſuul; but had it been other w- 
their Theocratic Government was 0 perfectiy 
fingular and unlike every other Government, 
that it ſeems: to be incapable of compariſon, 
and the euſtoms of mar Nutian- ipupplieible 
to any other People 
Even the — unbalanced 
| as * was by the power of à Senate ory 
Prince," differs too widely from the mixed 
Government of the Britiſh Klands, to admit 
any ſafe compariſon. The ſucceſs of a poli. 
tical expedient in one Commonwealth affords 
no rational recommendation to repeat” that 
experiment in another in which the Conſtitu- 
tion may be eſſentially different, and may 
have formed the People to habits and man- 
vers totally oppoſite. - Admit for & moment 
chat the Ballot was neceffary and beneficial at 
Athens, it might be the reverſe at London 
where a different form of e elta 
biiſked; und different manners prevail. Bot 
this were to amm far too much; the Ballet 
indeed aceeptabſe toi the Democracy of 
Athens, unbridled“as it Was and impatieut of 
any ſuperior authority But its offocts were 
not deneffeial; inſtead of cufrbing, it rather 
tended to encourage Abd invreaſe the vices 
inſeparable from that form of Government; 
it not only operated to prevent the iñmproper 
interference of the kit ker Elections and the 
ififirs' of State, but to d rf and annihilate 
the ##hience of the wWi good. Hence. 
* Atliens the excellencies 2 the Da of a 
10 Asus var red e Dem verce 
463147 9 
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Democratic Governement ſeem torhave been 
carried to ſthe laſt extrerke on either ſide. In 


her annals eamples mah be found! of What“! 


ever could excite admiration and applauſe, ur 
provoke our diſguſt and abhorrenue. 
By the unlimited Freedom of her Citizens, 
their facultieg warte impelledꝭ ta the utmoſt 
degree of exertion and activiiy, and never did 
any Commonwealth produte a greater num 
ber of men, diſtingaiſhed by their heroiſm, 
by their eloquence and: Fulitical Wiſdom, and 
by their excellence in Poetry Hiſtory, Philos 
ſophy, and all the finer: Arts, Yer who is fo 
dazzled by the ſplendout and glory of Athens; 


in theſe reſpects, 20 ta overlook! the folliey = 


crimes; and miſerics which were equally the 
production of the fame Governmene? Or who 
can forget that her age of exertion and e 
cellence was ſnon paſt, that her heroes aud 
ſages ſoon diſappeared, that the loſs of her 
independence, from the want of ſtendineſ 


and wiſdom in her counſels, extinguiſhed all 


her glories 5 and the national-charaRter af le- 
vity. raſhneſs, and wanton tyranny,/ at laſt was 
uncompenſated by any part of her former 
excellence In this — but, faithful on 
of the manners and temper of the people of 

Athens, what ingucements cam de found to 
innocate here on their made, ta adopt their 


Ballot or to affimilate in any degree the Bri- 


tiſn character to theic's, and exchange our 
ſecurities” for life, property and en 
fer een, turbulence ” inſacuritiy ? A 

4 eu, 
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At Rome; however, the levity of a Demo- 
cracy was tempered with the wiſdom of a 
Patrician Senate, and the princely dignity of 
the Conſuls. The form of Government, 
though different in ſome important reſpects, 
in others correſponded nearly with our own; 
and the national valour and gravity of the 
Romans did 'not very materially differ from 
the manlineſs and humanity of the Britiſh 
character. Here then the compariſon would 
be juſt, and the application would be de- 
ciſive, if the Ballot had in fact been ad - 
vantageous to the Commonwealth. But the 
vices of the Roman Conſtitution lay too deep 
to be cured by this feeble expedient. They 
grew with the growth of Rome, and were only 
palliated by the integrity and patriotiſm. of the 
People, in the earlier period of the Republic, 
when the method of Secret Suffrage had no 
ſenſible effect. Its inutility at that time is evi 
dent; for after much ſtruggling, when the Ple- 
beians had obtained 'the right of eligibility to 
the higheſt offices in the State, they declinedto 
avail themſelves of it, for ſome ages, giving 
the preference in Elections conſtantly to the 
Patrician Candidate. In after times, when 
the character of the Romans, had begun to 
decline in virtue, the reverſe of this practice 
was obſervable; the efficacy of the Ballot 
might then be felt in the choice of Plebeian 
Candidates, but the practice of it haſtened 
the degeneracy of the Roman manners, and 
accelerated the ruin of W 
v 5 By From 
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Republics, it may be pleaded, that the Ballot 
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From the practice of modern Venice no 
encoura to adopt the Ballot, as the 
means of ſecuring Liberty, can be derived 
for, in fact, it was practiſed there not to 
ſecure National Liberty, for none was en 


joyed ; not to promote the improvement of 
ſociety, for none was deſired; its only object 


was 2 25 


Ariſtocracy, and to perpetuate the dominion 
which that Body exerciſed over the Nation 
with a rigour and ſeverity not exceeded in any 
but the maſt deſpotic and uncivilized Mo- 
narchies of Europe. And doubtleſs the ſe- 
crecy of the Ballot was not illi calculated to 
effect this purpoſe; hy preventing the riſe of 
factious animoſities among the Nobles them- 
ſelves. But, while it ſecured the tranquil en 
joy ment of their exceſſive power, it extin 
guiſhed every hope of improvement; it con- 
firmed the depreſſion of the People, and de- 
graded the character of the Nobles, by 2 
ſpirit of [artifice, ſelfiſhneſs, and hypocriſy, 
Which it introduced or inereaſed, to the ex- 
cluſion of every manly ſentiment of patriotiſm 
and benevolence. / Hence. the total want of 
public ſpirit and exertion in the hour of dan- 
ger to the Republie of Venice. Hence her 
recent fall, | firſt overthromn by the arms of 
France, then abſorbed hy the Auſtrian: Mo- 
narchy, and neither defended. nor lamented 
by her Citizens. * 9419 
To eke out the deficient argument drawn 
from. the practice of Venice and; the ancient 
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is not inknown in Britain that the Elections 
of ſome of our Commercial Companies, '&r; 
are cunducted with advantage in that mode, 
and that even the choice of Members of our 
Parliamentary Committees is ſometimes de- 


termined by Ballot. Fo ſuch a ples as this, 


it hall only be replied, that if the Treaſury 
choſe to exert their power of ſeduction at the 
India Houſe, the ſecrecy of ſuffrage would be 
found unable to refilt it for a day. The prac- 


rice of balloting for Committees of Parliament 


confirms what has already been obſerved in 
the courſe of this argument. On the occa 
ſions alluded to, the Ballot is performed with 
all due myſtery: but it fo has happened, that 
the Miniſter's Lift has always been balloted 
for by a decifive- majority. The Member 
may have ſeen that _ they may haye pro: 
miſed to ſupport it; and they have hitherto 
had too auch houpuy to-be guilty of a breach 
of faith. 5 w 

Upon the whats tappen that the Graves 
of fuffrage in popular Elections would tend 
to corrupt the morals, and degrade the ſpirit 
of the Nation, aud. thus would render it, in a 
feries of years, undeſerving of Freedom, and 
incapable to defend itz but that the publicity 
of thok Elections haus reren 
to inſpire the Conſtituemt Bodies with a patri- 
tic. zeal for the welfate of the Public, and to 
give a tone of manly courage and vigour 10 
the national cha iacter: at the ſame” time, 
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mul venſon, it operates as à n{fful-chack d 
prevent:his miſaond uk. 1 n 
When Harrington recommended the Bab 
ot, and Home followed hi opinion, it ia pro: 
huble t hat tliey had not ſuſſicientiy aftverted 
to theſe conſequences on either hand ; that 
they were miſled: partly hy the plauſibility of 
the meaſure, ben conſidered as an imme 
diate bar to influence; partly from their de- 
ference tu the practice of the moſt celebrated 
Republics in ancient and modern times, But 
the Editor, with all refpect-to thoſe great Au 
thorities, mult. diſent . from them on this 
queſtions: [ the remoter effects of 
ſecret: ſuffrage to be terrain, and in A High 
degree pernicious io tha community, and pub 
leity da be the very vital principle ci — 
he fault} expteſs his earneſt wifh/ that 
clan of the Ballot from the popular | 
tions of the Country eee 10 
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Under the late Conſtitution of the Cantos 
of: Berne: the Senators, were: elected i by d 
Ballot, and by Lot, alternately practiced, in 
a romiplicated. method. which, ay he. thoud 
deſeribed in the ad Volume 
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were unjuſt to paſs over in ſilence. The mo- 
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tricians of Berne. By thus 8 


noble families from = contempt of the-Peo, 


ple, it may have tended to prolong their mo- 
nopoly of power, but it had no tendency fa; 
vourable to © General Liberty. The ſame re- 
marks which have been applied to the State 
of Venice, are applicable alſo to that of Berne. 
But one exception the caſe affords, which it 


nopoly of power indeed was ſimilar in theſe 
States, — it was exerciſed, in general, with 
a paternal mildneſs in the Swiſs Canton, which 

was the reverſe of the harſh and tem. 


per of the Venetian Ariſtocracy. In the Ve- 


netian Country, the People were diſarmed: 
In the Canton of Berne, the People were uni- 
verſally trained to arms. Hence, while the 


Subjecĩs of Venice were depreſſed by their 


Rulers, the Berneſe People, though deprived 
of Political Liberty, enjoyed the bleſſings of 
a lenient Government. So lenient was it, 
and fo few; were the reſtraints and burthens 
impoſed on the Country, that it might be 
faid, almoſt with literal truth, that © the Peo- 

te knew not that they had a Government v. 

Yet this c Ne the 


yas, that they would do well nhen/ 10 overlook edle 
teal happinck whic i ey jor," Thi ol r 


oyed;” This 'was his advice in 
br Had he held a ſimi lat con- 


— its — his advice pro 
—.—. and a timely conceſſion to 188 Fob Pepe 
_ have been his recommendation, - H l 
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hearts of their People by an obſtinate refuſal 
to admit any Reform in the Conſtitution, and 
the harſh! means employed to ſilence com- 

ts. At the moment of the recent invas 
ſion, they were ill ſupported by one part of 
their Subjects, while a large portion: of them, 
ia the heat of revolutionary zeal, ranged 
themſelves on the ſide of the Foe. The 8e · 
nate of Berne found, when it was too late; 
that by diſguſting the People they had ruined 
the Country; and though 222 head 
of numerous tribes inured to military ſervice, 
they were able to oppoſe but a ſhort reſiſt - 
ance to the arms of the French Revolutioniſts. 
In this unfortunate caſe, great faults ap- 
pear to have been committed by both the 
People and the Senate of Berne. On the one 
hand, the People were highly culpable for 
ſocial improvement through co mo- 

tion, and by the "aid of foreign arm. To 
preſerve the independence and ſelt- directing 
power of his Country, is the Citizen's pri- 
mary duty. They are the ſprings whence 
the happineſs of Society ought to be derived. 
And:where: a defective Conſtitution obſtructs 
or impairs the national power of ſelf· direction, 
the People by perſeveving in peaceful exer- 
tions to procure | redreſs will ultimately ob- 
tai it. This at leaſt: ſeems highly probable, 
and therefore the Berneſe People never ſnould 
have deſpaĩred of it, and never ſhould! have 
riſqued by their impatience! thoſe deplorable 
calamities which were but the too flatural 


e141 con- 


tas ) 


6 of foreigh che- 

— Et the Senate aught dener to have 
forgotten that / equitable government is nt 
boon which Rulers at their — yoga. 


grant or deny: It is a bleſſing which; 
times, the People have a right to enjoy, nat 
precariouily, at the pleaſure of the Magi 
ſtrate But permimently and ſecurelyt nder 
the protection of :thiofe beneſicial law which 
are ahe nc ear refalt; of a welldrgahizetl 
Conſtitut ian Au hen la nation; which may 
have be en long content with a defective: forts 
of Government, have begun to be diſſatisfied 
with:it; aud to complain of its: deftfts; and 
ſomie penſons may have pointed out ind re- 
queſied Refor ins Which they apprehend would 
more affectually ſat ure to them thacbeneſitt 
of: a-toild' and itapartiat Adminiſtration, the 
demands f the Refor mers are intitled to the 
Magittrates'-refpett ; and if ſupported by the 
approbation of the Public, they cannot be re - 
fuſed without injuſtice; "The Rulers of ſuch 
a nation, ere they patriotic and diſmtoreſted 
or were they: only fagacious and truly politic 
would i not enert their utmoſt art and luflu - 
ence to ſtiſile or gude ſuch complaints, but 
ratheri.woutd willipghy liſten to them; and 
even ant icipatec the declared wiſh of the Pub- 
He. Unfortunately,; the Senate of Berne de · 
termined / to ſupport the abuſes alluded to, 
and by rejecting all applications fur Reform, 
drove the diſguited Peaſants and Bur ghers of 
theilt Provinces into the moſt! violent . 
1” Q 


(25). 2 
The provocation was given by the ſelfiſh obs 
ſtinacy * of the Senate. From that Body it 
was juſt to expect greater wiſdom. than from 
the People, and therefore the miſcouduct of 
the Senate ſeems to deſerve ſeverer tepro- 

A LX AATMUN..- .... 

A few weeks befote the Revalution of Berne was effected, 
the alarmed Senate endeavoured to conciliate the malcontents of 


the Pays de Vaud, by a Proclamation ack ing the defefts 
of the Conſtitution, and ptomiſing to correct them, But it was 
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Yorx, Jas. 24, $ 
Ver Sir, Jo. 720 


Ibm not anſwer your laſt ſooner, as it re 
lated merely to the mode of circulating 
— R ort, which we have done as much to 
our lam as poſſible, though the ſnowy day 
prevented a ſufficient number of the Sub- 
Committee to meet me at the Tavern, yet a 
ſhort letter was written for Gray to copy, 
and I hope it will meet with your approba- 
ion. But what, alas, will ſignify all our at- 
tempts at this criſis, when the minds of every 
man in the kingdom are turned to a more 
material point at preſent than our fingle ob- 
For what good poſſible think you could 
occur to the nation, (was our point now 
actually carried) if Charles Fox had the 
Indies at his diſpoſal? Iam perſuaded the 
Nation at large muſt ſee how that buſineſs 
ends before they will jcin our Petition in 

ſufficient numbers. 
ts | I fop- 


1355 
| uppaſe you haue ere this, heard of ont 
new M 's, defeRtipn,, if the — be 
applied to a man who e Pe 
TD ns 

* ing 


Yer, u hen that eee 
out af his Majoſty 8 
be called, if pot a defection 
War A a defection from V 
myſelf, k conſpls myſelf with 9 clay 
done every thing, in my Dar: canvince 
you chat He, was, not the, mag oper for. 
I County Member ; nl fas 1 ar your 
„bo then might think wha: ſaid might ar 
Lom ſome little Itruſt you 
now conceive I had a — RT otive, 
The truth js, I have known him from. hig-in- 
fancy ; I,may. juſtly, oy that I have. been a f 
to him; yet, on many trying eccaſig 


have 2 him, cloſe and reſerved, hore ks 
ought to have been qpen and explicit; r 


and determinad, When he ſhould have been 

dchberate or dubious, and always too ſoon 
toaled in his purſuirs, if the expected ſucceſs 
did not immediately attend him. Neverthe- 
pt, I muſt freely own to you that his beha- 
viour en the ocean. hers. H 
towards” reconciling me to the idea that he 
might da well in Parliament. For this pur- 
poſe gave him the beſt advice I could, in a 
pretty , * 
him, which he ſeemed to take COT 
a manner, and to be fo fully convinced of f 
propriety, that I could. nat help. hogiag- 
vould haye 4 complete” effect on mind, 
Wr nr — u r- 


private conyerſation I had with . 


- that their political connection did not remain equally uninte 
8 rupie 
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to think inſincere. But he has voted, and ſo 


that we muſt now hope no more from hini 
than a mere ſupport of Parliamentary Reform, 
if ever that queſtion ſhould chance to be agi 
tated. This will not fatisfy me, nor do! 


voted, at ſuch a time, and after ſuch à debate, 


think it will you. 15 

It is certain that Mr. Pitt has done the 
noble thing reported, viz. relieved the Nation | 
from Batre's Penſion, by giving the Clerk of 


the Pells to him. Such rare inſtances as theſe 
of Public Spirit are neceſſary to my mind to , 


keep me in common charity with human 
yföE5 ga oe ad Fit a 

There are engines here at work to get a Ml 
Petition ſimilar to London from this City; 
but though 1 have ſome hopes, the ſcheme is 
not ripe enough to dilate upon. 


Tour i moktraly,”” 0 
| dN rare = W. MASON. — 
Aae Ii F Motnim enen mere 
| kd Face ug 


To the County Meeting at York in 17796 the Editor wa 
indebted for bis political connection with Mr, Maſon. "They 
"ſoon perceived that their views in meeting were the ſame ; tht 
. alike, from motives of humanity, and from a regan 
to Conſtitutional. Principles, to put'a ſtop to the Civil War wit 
"America; and from a deteſtation of Corruption, as a Proc ; 
Government, to promote a Reformation of Parliament. In tbe 
proſecution f. thoſe objects for ſeveral years, they thought, 1 
they ated almoſt without a ſhade of dierence; and on many dif 
\ ficult occaſions. the Editor with pleaſure acknowledges, that 19h 
reecived from Mr. Maſon the Oo decifive ſupport, Hence vl 

ar firſt was merely a political connection, gradually became an ing |: 
timate and — union, in which friendſhip, was confitme nia 
by mutual eftcem. This perſonal attachment continued unbroken 9 
to the end of Mr. Maſon s life; and the Editor fill reflefts upp * 1 
his friendſhip with coruial ſatifaction. But he mull not diſſeniegie - 
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n, 40 3:30 Ney. „ Wry ui. 
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1 ed Sir. Wil 26 Towon, Ten 16, 178 1784; 
| 710191 1215 391 1 1 1 S! &L in 4 of F 02 Atti 
he 1235 71 © favoured with your Letter, 
on and will eber ell y fulfil the office I under - 


ot Wl took at York of conveying the Papers, & 
eſe This day the City of London have been 
with the. ing to * ms Majeſty on ſje 
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* 1 7 Ae 1 


| rupted, Aſter a lot meperntionia 50m of, Civil Li 
t 2 eter having 2 57 with, equal zeal the Cauſe of Reform ia 
ty ; BH England; and: with equal fi rejoiced at the dawn. of n 
e is France, and the proſpect. of ber emancipation by a 
Gets Revolution, — differed on the ſobjeft of Religious th. 
„and chat difference produced their political 
dome of the Rditot's ſentiments, the defects of our. 
Religious Eſtabliſhment and the Right of Tolezation, had been 
town to Ar. Maſon ſtom an early period of their union, to be dif-, 
NJ. ſeeat from his own. Rot conſidered as a difference in matters then 
U nerelyſpeculati e, and never likely to be the ſubject of actual con 
＋ U. it, the oppoſition of their ſentiments bad been regarded on either 
ide as comparatively unimportant, But when the of the 
e Tet-AQt-.came to be agitared by the Proteſtant Diſlenters, the 
Tra Klar felt it his duty to ſupport their 
3 aim; and ig behalf of them: and of Nati, Men Ro 
ninations;. be: a for. yalimited Toleration; and a perſect Re- 
loration of the Rights of Conſcience, Soon after the appearance 
. this ſybjeR, he viſited his Friend at Aſton, 
om whom he found bis uſual cordiality. But at the moment of 
— ee. . le tag of 
niformly zealouſly throu 6. Wyn 
e Afociation ;!” ts 1 Mr. Maſon, of be . 
hoſe to continue his fi to:the Claims of the Diſſegters 
political oonnection be. at an end. | The, Editor, juft — 1 
pping into — chaiſe, only replied, * He was forty for it.“ 
Soon after this ſeparation, finding the Nation was in dan 
01. ia a Wer with France, on principles unju 
ati tw y, as, that with America, the Editor 
te Letter to Mr. Pitt his Remonſtrance on that ſubj 


In this 
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| ſubject of the India Bill, and Change of Mi. 
niſtry. The Addreſs you will ſee in the 
Pupers. I bear thü beufle in N. much 
followed, which, if it is/ may pu it out of the 
wer of the curſed Coalition to throw the 
Corthtry inv cöfifbſton, as they are now. aim: 
ing to do, being, as it ſhould ſeem, retbtybd to 
ruin or to;5uld the Srl T (197 2000 
Ik win gwe you! plenſure to kn. a wol 
ee Foseccing of. Wot UE... 7 5 
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Pitt: altered —— of Adminiſtsauba. Reverſing the principle 
a0 the early a pular ly of his miniſtry, Ur. Pitt ſtrete 
Waage ebe Crown40pdegres ckoveding all c- 
-þ | 590 the confidence of Mr. Maſot In his fayparge Minittet 
— * des the cor ſe ob e means! 192 5 be- 
Fl ſeries of und opproſſive meafucesy: almott 
evety popular Right for abe he lad been — — 
wits i or defiroyed f He evin wimedtedthe vi "gt 5 
Bill of Rights, the #vdety' charter uf vur Liberties]! yer with 
unadated zeal he iii ſu the Miniſter, Ow thib want of 
7 in his — and fotther 'Aﬀſociace, we Bdicor is not 
fed t6 remark with — harſmneſs of 'odnſure, fle vertainh 
regter it; as s deft in @ greut aid etes sed chamber. Some 
N of Cartiedrat P wid the prevalenr panic of th 
may probably account fot it 5 and i will be-condvidered by 
4 — 1 wen, is dne of choſe veuial lacfemities from which * 
a nafote is never 22 8 Amit he ſwini 
which he poſſefſed, th yu 
to be over or 5 ly endete. 8 2h all be 
remembered with b hve Me, war 2 of the 
1 of anilifþ und of 3 
| dh D, Lida, 1 wilt be 22 8 jon and 
ide, that he was ttuly benevolent und friebdly'f that be 
oured long with aRive and diſihteteſted zeul te promote the wel 
fare of his A 1 wen; and in the ##y4 wen Còurt Pavour 
r him, be, for their cauſe, — — fact ifice 
ei of profeſional elevstion, and, th the la moment of hi 
| 8 7 his bon of cotroption, whether, in te Miteling $enaror, 


146 


Ing Courticr, was uiidimintſhed): In theſe reſpec 

0 15 and confifteat : enn he 
e dene ts a ul vircoous an. * 

22 offic 


187 1 . 


Lr & 


21 


— 


9392 
> i= 
T 


5 


( 387) 
office of Clerk of the Pells being vacant, few 
people doubted hit! he would ab all former 
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ſtead of b that, 2 25 as reſd ed to lighten the 
Public Burthens by gi iving it in exchange to 
ſome Perch n Who 1s 150 poſſeſſed of a Penſion 
for Life. I am fure you join with me in 
thinking: that un cannot more trulj mon 
Country than by ſuppbrting a man /h t 
not in u aſſinent ciwcimaftand3s; iis 1 
gwirig ſo lohd a proof of this difintaraſta 
neroſity and hurgrit. ® ich std: 107 
nn er ür, Hot mot 
wee Vaur mit faltiul 32 35d 
irthlys gldsſbor and obedient ſervant, 2 
at 4 +> „ist it. "M100 gram nie? 
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Sir U 


AM fry that „ 
0 hiefly: occaſioned by the uncommon, fal 
E ſnow in this County. have ſo long retarded 
the communication of the iricloſed Paper: 
from the Yorkſhire Committe. (1 
From theſe Papers you will perceive, Sir, 
that the cauſe of Parliamentary Reformation 
has received a very reſpectable additional 
ſupport. in this County, by many of the for. 
mer Opponents, of the Aſſociation now con 
"curring. with us to attain the obje# of our 
purſum. Hence I am — to aſſure you, 
that the preſent application to Parliament for 
a more Equitable Repreſentation of the People 
is much more the general ſenſe of this County 
than the Petition laſt winter was, though 
ſigned by about 11, 00 Freehilders. This 
Gon of ſtrength may be in part aſcribed 
to the diſtracted ſtate of our national coun- 
ſels, which hardly could have taken place in 
the dangerous, degree we now experience, if 
the People were fairly repreſented. The 
evil is grown alike formidable to the Crown, 
and to the Body of the N ation, and loudly 
calls upon the Friends of both to exert them 


ſelves in other parts of the en as the) 
have 


BuxTox-HALL, Fa 23, ok 
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haye done in Yorkſhire, effechnally to reſtrain 
that evil, by reſtoring, to the people at large 
their. due aſcendant over the Ropreſematiye 
Aſſembly. Till that be done, we can hardly. 


expect any ſtability. in our Government on 


Power, will probably continue to ffuctu 
between the Crown, and the Ariſtocracy, an 
the Nation muſt not only ſuſtain the 

miſc hiefs reſulting from this, inftability. 
Government, but alſo hazard, the infigitely 
greater calamities to which that fluQuation 
evidently tends,—l ought, perhaps, to apolo- 
gize tor entering ſo largely into this ſubject, 
in a Letter addreſſed to a Gentleman to whom 
I have nut the honour to be — rom, 
though | had the ſatisfaQtion to find, on a for- 
mer occaſion, that our ſentiments on the great 
queſtion of Political, Refyrmation were nearly 
the ſame; but, in tirges. like thefe, no public 
good can be accompliſhed without ventpring, 
in ſome degree, to exceed the uſual forms of 
correſpondence. By this motive alone hay 
been induced to treſpaſs upon your leiſu 
by declaring thus fully and freely, my ſenti- | 
ments to you. I flatter myſelf, from the ſimi- 
larity of our opinions in an earlier ſtage of 
this buſineſs, theſe ſentiments are not widely 
different from your own; L:believe, I may 
add, they are — the ſame with thoſe 
which are entertained by that Body of Inde - 
pendent Gentlemen in Yorkſhire with whom 
| have had the honour to an, for 18. 


yeral years, 
2 4 1 ſhould 


principles; that will be ſaſe to the commpagy a | 


— — — — — 
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I mould be happy to hear, Sir Sir, tat the 
Chang, | . che two late Meetings of the 
orty of York are approved you and 
| Tthends in Derby ſhire, ed age yon 
oo: eg County better difpoſct- to ſup⸗ 
application to Parliament ftit d mi 
e Repre/eniittion of the People,” chan it 
was ſome titre ago. The favour of your an- 
Will findtme at No. 26, EdwardAStreer, 
rihati-S$quare, Loridon. - 
em, Sir, with grett reſpect, * 
Tour 220 50 bhedent' bumble — 
058 * OT | _ WYVHL. 
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T HAVE revelved waer Gen of che 24th 
A laft mouth, 'and/ hive waited ſome nime 
ia hopes of having it in my power to inform 
8 in this patt of the County 
if Derby towards a renewal of our Petition 
th Parliament for a Reform in the National 
Reprelemation. I um ſorry to ſay, that from 
varidus cauſes at preſent I ſee nothing lil it, 
and I cookd not longer defer my acknowledg- 


wenn af cb * eee 
Ait - 21575 * 
* A Doplicate of this —— with — ligla pl 


ſent to Charles Brandliog, Eſq; and ſome other Gentlemen. 
your 


8 SSS s- Kn 4.4 4 


7 n 7 AK 


22 


4s 


be 


4th 
une 
IM 
ny 
ion 
onal 
om 
e it, 
odg⸗ 
e by 
1 
our 


( $62 ) 
your moſt obliging letter. I cannot more 
ſtrongly expreſs my rſpect for the Gentlemen 
of the County of York, and their proceedings, 
in ercdasehring do obxais a Patiamentary 
Reform, thay by afforing you ef my wies to 
ſee their example imitated in this and in all 
other Counties. I ſhall be happy, ſhould a pro- 
per opportunity occur, to perten con- 
ſtitutional principles, with the body of worthy 
and independent Gemlemen of r- 
ments im this utighboarhod, towardspromot- 
ing ſach a wvatare, he attamment of hate 
object grows every day more | and 
mote inbſolereby mecallary,.* I am, Sin, 

Wu very great neſpecg 

Your oſt obedtent bumblegervant, | 
P. N. Go HUD. 

Feb. 5, N 94491 W Mane 3 v 
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T berween/the, Houſe of Commons and the other 
RAR Legillatute, oecaſi) bythe attempt, #bvur this 
Amo, koJeftrby dhe Charte rell Rights of the India Company, was 


tried off wish-a/flagroe of, heat and violence which excied a 

peral — lay 3 Fd Uruggle it OUT vine, 
Mat ehe of he bublie n bu the fide of the Cioum a 
the Peers, Vet the coaleſced Party, probably miſguided by Mr. 
Yurke,; the zeputed Author of . their Coalition. perſevered in the 
®bnoxious z re, till the ( , emboldened by Adarefſes from 
every part of he Kingdom. at laſt yen ured, to dilfolve the Partia- 
meat, and. apjical to the People, againfl their Repreſemtatives. The 
N in its immediate favourable to Conſtitutianal 


ys. . danger nded from an Okgarchal Tunto, 
in whole pig: immonſe patronage of India was to be 
was e but hence the Crown was enabled to ill the 
jealouſy of the People, gradually to-recover_a more extended in. 
fluence than it had ry and finally to obtain that dec if Tu 
ority, which has annihilated Oppoſition, and while it preſerved 
the forts, has nearly deſtroyed the ſubſtance of the Conttitution, 
The oppoſition of the Public to the obnoxious meaſure was right 


and neceſſary ; but their confidence in the new Miniſter of the 


Crown 
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| O * dat otherwiſe engaged, 

I act in his place to fend you, as Chair- 

man-/of- the- Yorkſhire W the fol- 
lowing Reſolutions. 

If oe copies: of this, or a amilar plan of Aſſo- 
ciation, were diſperſed in different pariſhes, 
and a book provided in each pariſh, to receive 
the ſignatures of ſuch as might approve, the 
y”_ would be greatly ſerved thereby. 

1 wiſh you all ſucceſs in your. exertions; 
the conduct of the Coalitioniſts is ſo funda- 
mentally wrong, that with the fulleſt per- 
ſuaſion of no very good intentions in ſome 
near the Throne, 1 moſt cordially wiſh intire 


rout to the party of Fox. Burke, and North. 


ee eee * in the c of bi lang 


 Adminiltratiun, it has been productive of fatal eſſectu. 
To thoughtful and virtuous men how melancholy is this retro- 
How dangerous are thoſe defects in the Conſtitution, 
which in 1784 ſo nearly produced a A of Government! 
"Tf, under the 8 then r orm appeared to this 
worthy Patriot fo abſolu ow are the arguments for 
it ind reaſed to tenfold force, by the Nate to which the Conſtitu- 


e Pitt in 1802. | 
| Eoglak 


Nessa r 


— 
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England, if expiring, could never bvllenothen | 
by ſuch men.? f IV x, in erde 
1. © Your's affectionately, 


FT Fob my tn V e JOHN, JDDBu 
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Of the Conſtitution of this Society Myers quaintly termed 
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objects would be promote by a Body ſo — 1 2 
tion of a Society — Ao — of e 12 


la, de a * 


* 5 EE 
— ; and om jh auy ta 
bebe in the Pn ore A ED 2 e in 


d ah co — 
te en 

ert einde ＋ „ —— 
wa tov of any new Acton bj panes Fig of 


intereſt of the Nation! to — Jew — — 
— WI ty Tn eu iy ky Go . 
e e D; -Jebb's Lalte has been fette WEE 's 


N 48 Nn 91 11 um 51 


dat to noi insert ni act 4 Aire 
mit A yas. 10 43 151 ba enen 
1 Heir Nmagq qu 9113 971910 '' / Paper VI. 


WH 01 AGHTTGQO I fol WTI nil to 9219b 
1184726t - gait Be ct ide, ra l 
-Hiet zal BoD vin ri 03 11 r89bns bas 

AL SETE (83 


(864 
boifloned 2d 12 I gui u lend 


P, * „ll 18 JI. id 
iSi 2 10 F 


1 bd Form of Aſſociation adopted 
at Two Meetings f the rule Ar- 
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AT ecm * the birth: 
” 2 derived om the oa 
of ir bei and of which vo power upon 
(earth, much . ah = deleguted_power, hath a 


to depri 116 Anh: 5: 


by f. Thor . n wi Senken Repreſent 


tion, and 4 m of Parlaments, are 
grlevances of Re en (magyirode, and require 
he miterforence of the Holle dme body af 
5251 in order t6 their, Referm. 
£ 1 ha it is:offential to 5 Pele 
Let that a od orders of men 
- ſhould Unite and 1 in r of a ſub- 
ſtantial Reform in the Repreſentation of the 
Commons. And that this, or any Admini- 


ration, will deſerve the ſupport and confi- 


dence of the Country in proportion to the 
zeal with which they ſhall bring forward 
and endeavour to carry into effect that ſalu- 


meaſure 
fary ' The 


. as EEE 
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The following Form of Aſſociation was- 
read, arid Entered Ante a book, ! Si order! 50 
receive the hgnatures of ſuch, as ſhould ap- 
prove L 5 T a 

« Convinced'that Sr King, Peers, nor 
people, dan be ſecute in tlie enn, of 
any franchiſe, privilege, or prerogative what- 
ſoever, unleſs an Houle: of Cos Konſti- 
tutionally elected, and continuing in Power 
for a Conſtitutional Term, ſhall nk part 
of the Legiſlatute of chi Country — 
ing that a fair R eprekitz00n, . pe with 
ſhort Nang a are the birth-r phe of Eny- 
liſhmen, we the underwritten do affde iate ee 
the purpoſe of obtaining à pro exretiſſon 
of the violated Right of 8. 4 more 
Equal Repreſentation, and P Afr 'of 
Short Duration ; and being determined never 
to abandon Rights ſo. ſacred and ſo effential 
to our very. exiſterce. as a Free Peaple, we 


i A and ſolemniy pledge ourſelves 
ach otller and to our Country, to co: 

Ne ras hab our K ellow: Citizens thr 

Great · Britain, in every;juſt and conſtitutio: 
exettion, co FFRaver en os Big 1 
Ani: 711130 act 1 wet! 

| 1 Kanluvu u = 
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e Refoloed man, as fol . e 


HAT the repeated reletlion.. of 
I ; equitable propoſition for the ids 
ment of a Select Sele Committee of. the Houſe of 
Commons, to inquire into the, Rate of Parlia- 
mentary Repreſentation, and to report to the 
Houſe, evinces more forcibly than the ſtrongeſt 


PAuL's Hes arch 3h 215 506 


language the 9 5 of a Reform.) in the Re. 


Eee e ante E derer 


 Reebved, ng: *. — 


2. That the Ferm of Allbciatler, Which 
was produced at the laſt Meeting, and then 
received the ſignatures of many reſpectable 
Individuals, be recommended 71 this Alltance 
to the Inhabitants of Great - Britain, as a pro- 
per Form of a General Aﬀoctatior'for reſtor- 
ing the Conſtitution, 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, 


3. That the Secretary be deſired to ſend 
Copies of the Form of Aſſociation to the dif- 
ferent Committees, and other Public Bodies 


appointed for the purpoſe of promoting Par- 


ny Reform. 
Reſolved 


SOD © @@ =. A ac oo. 
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10 wel {1 «1! 3101 dupa 01 Sunne, 
Reſolved unanimoufly, 4% 0116119 14 


. That this Alli behold; with heart- 
felt ſatisfaction, the PEI of = Pen 
of Liberty in Ireland and Seõtland in favour 
of a Parliamentary Reform: That we conjure 
them to perſevere with unabated ſpirit and 
united energy in the Common Cauſe of Free- 
dom, actuated by the animating perſuaſion of 
the juſtice of the cauſe, and under full con- 
viction that in the collectiye Body of the Peg- 
ple is veſted both the authority and the power 
to effect complete redreſs, and that by their 
exertions only it can be obtained. WE” 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, f 5 „i HT * 


' 4s 
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5. That it be recommended to the Electors 
of Counties and Cities, compoſing this Alli- 
ance, not to give. their ſuffrage aud ſupport to 
any Candidate who ſhall nor, in the olt une- 
quivocal terms, pledge himſelf to uſe his ut- 
moſt - endeavours. to reſtore Parliaments to 
their ancient and primitive conſtitution, i. e. 
the practice of frequent and new Parliaments, 
and to promote a more Equal Repreſentation 
of the People in the Commons Houle of Par- 
lament, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 
6. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 


given to the Members of the. Houle of Com- 


mons who ſupported the laſt motion for a 
Committee 


(38) 
Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the 
+ Repreſentation of the Fe . ha 


 Refolged naue, I. 2 
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* That tha Ferm of Aſian. YT 


wanded by this Meeting, lie at the Paul's 


| Den animals. WE ee 

8. That the Thanks of this Meeting de 
given to Sir Watkin Lewes, for hg: Rm and 
candid conduct in the Chair. 2 
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9. That the preceding Reſalutians be 
e | in the Public Papers. 
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Letter PEM TON Mir uns, Eſq; to the 
os (Rev. Wrong. ; 


Dear Sir, | 4 


Ir has been ſtated to me that a Leticr from 
you was read at a Meeting at Sheffield, 
upon the ſubject of calling this County toge» 
ther ; but as I cannot learn the exact tendency 
thereof, I wiſh much to have your real fen- 
timents thereupon as ſoon as poſſible, I with 
our Committee of Aſſociation would hold to 
their original plan of Parliamentary Reform, 
and not meddle in po fitical matters that they 
derer aſſotated about. ä 
I am with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 1 
Your's very truly, 


PEM BERTFON MILNES; 


Warrvigrs, 


Ierch Geb, 1784. 


A 
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Paper VIII. 


Letter ſrom the Rev. C. W XVIII to Penk. 
TON MIIL NBS, EG. 


Lox vow, RET 
Dear Sir, 


1 DO not know what — — of x mine you 
allude to, in your favour of the 6th. inſt, 
as having been read at a late Meeting at Shef- 
field, conſequently I cannot. pretend to recol- 
let what might. be the ſentiments expreſſed 
in it. But I have not the ſmalleſt objection 
to declare to you my opinion on the ſubjed 
of a County Meeting at this critical moment; 
on the contrary, I hold myſelf bound in duty 
to give an explicit anſwer to that, or, any po- 
litical queſtion you may have occaſion to put 
to me. 

When diſputes unhappily ariſe between the 
Houſe of Commons and either of the other 
two Branches of the Legiſlature, the only 
conſtitutional remedy for an evil, whoſe ten- 
dency is ſo exceedingly alarming, is a Diffo 
lution of Parliament ; that is, an appeal to the 
ſenſe of the Nation at large. In the preſent „ 
very depraved ſtate of our Repreſentation, it of 
muſt be owned the ſenſe of the Public cannot ges 
be aſcertained by the teſt of a General Elec- 
fion ſo clearly as it ought to be. But till af. 
melioration of Parliament in that reſpect cat 
be obtained, we muſt be content to uſe the 


only teſt we have; and if uſed i in the preſen 
inſtance 


6371) 
inſtance, it would probably 
decide the ſuhſiſting 


prove eſſectuaſ to 
diſpute ! between the 
Houſe of Commons, and the Crown, and the 
llouſe of Peers) wich the leaſt poſſible damage 


to the Conſtitution; "i! 51 5d at 

With this view of the” ſubject 1 Geclated 
myſelf friendly to a Meeting of the Cou 
of Vork, when I was aſked 1 opinion of 
ſeveral weeks ago. But as I underſtood at 
that time, from certain authority, that a 
treaty was on foot for an accommodation of 
thoſe diſſentions ®, it ſeemed to me highly ex- 
pedient to allow ſufficient time for carrying 
on and concluding ſuch negotiation; and to 
avoid calling the County of Vork together 
before a day at ſuch a diſtanee as would, in 
all probability, determine whether a union 
could be effected or not. I therefore ſuggeſted 
my opinion to ſeveral Gentlemen on this head, 
pointing to a day near to that which I have 
ſince underſtood was intimated to the High 
Sheriff by the Gentlemen who ſigned the Re- 
quiſition, as a convenient time for holding the 
Meeting which they had requeſted him to 
call. 


This alludes to an attempt made to diſſolve the Coalition, 
and to te- unte with the Miniſter and his Friends thoſe Members 
of the Coaleſced Body who had formerly been connected with 
them in oppoſition to Lord North, If this attempt had been 
ſucceſsful, the Nation would have been gratified by the excluſion 
of Lord North and his Adhereats from power; and the accom- 
pliſhment of a moderate, but ſubſtantial Reform of Parliament, 


probably would have been the happy conſequence of a Re-union 


of the Whig Party. The failure of this attempt therefore 
in truth, a 21 misfortune. | 
As 


Aa 2 
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As the Meeting on the 25th inſt. has been 
called by Perſons of all deſeriptlons, whether 
Members of the Aſſociation or not, and as 
no previous Meeting of the Committee will 
probably be held, I hope the Committee can 
Bot. juſtly be blamed on this, occaſion. And 
ſurely when we entered into our Aſſociation 
for the purpoſe of reforming certain groß 
abuſes in the ſtate of Parliament, we never 
meant to preclude ourſelves from taking a 
part, either individually, or in great collective 
Meetings, on any other political queſtion on 
which our interpoſition might appear to be 
neceſſary or expedient.—l ſhould be happy 
to God © thay this undiſguiſed account of my 
ſentiments on this fuhject is ee to 


YM, 
| Being, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
f Very truly 2 8, 


WYVILL. 
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Could have wiſhed, for the fake of peace; 
that the compoſition propoſed dy the Gen- 
tlemen at Bluitt's had been agreeable to the 
Gentlemen ſſembld at the Vork Tavern, in 
which cale 1 (ould hate given my vote to 
Mr. Folunbe and Mr. Duntombe, however 
I might have differet/in' opinion* with the 
latter. But the rejection of chat fair propoſal 
having put me under 'other — 
and induced me to take u different 
ſhall beg leave, by your means, to ſay a . 
to the Committee in explanation of my poli- 
tical conduct, which, though of little c 
quence to the public, is of conſequence to mie, 
inaſmuch as it relates to the propric Fa 
e. nſiſtency of my actions ; and, firſt, ir, 1 
conceive | am perfectly corififtent in approv- 
ing that union of parties called the Coalition, 
having ſtrongly recommended-that "meaſure 
as — age as the year 1781, in a Pamphlet 
with my name at the bottom e it; and next, 
Sir, with regard to the Yorkfhire Aﬀſociation 
| myſt obſerve, that it never was my inten- 
tion to bind myſelf irrevocably and invariably 
to the letter of it, becauſe" in ſach;a'cale I 
2 bound myſelf to do, at all times, 
Aa 3 and 


: nb * 7 Gunung 
Near Sir, 


mall be happy to act again, whenever a more 
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and under a'l circumſtances, what at a parti. 
cular tine, and ner particular circum- 
ſtan es, miꝑlit be neither pr expe: 
delt och 2 Bi Ya kap bed, dt W. he 
cumſtances ha\e afiſen, for at this very time 
I muſt either vote for two Candidates who 
have ſigned the Aſſociation, but Wboſe rlia- 
mentary conduct I do not approve, or I muſt 
vote for one Candidate, Whoſe Parliamenta 


conduct l/ do approve, though he has n 


ſigned the Aſſociation. So circumſtanced, I 
take the latter party, which I have a right to | 
do, reſerving to my ſelf. upon any future oc- | 


daſion, the figbt of ſupporting the ſpirit of 


the Aſſooiation, without being a ſlave to the 4 


forms of it in the pi eſent inſtance. I flatter 


myſelf 1 ſhall net ſuffei iu the opinion of the 
Committee for adhering:to my, own, however 
it may differ ſrom that ot Gentlemen with 
whom 4, have long acted, and with whom 1 


- 
al 
ſe 
ſo 
B. 
th 
of 
be 


comprehenſive Coalition ſhall have united the 
a Parties-of this diſtracted me wa 
ee honqur to be,. 
von 10 Mink great elleem, 
Dear Sir, f 
8 * — obedient bone dae i 
18 5 111 2dr Af * HALT. ; 
'To the Rev. Mr. Weill. 1 36 5MIEA \ (136? 
Chajrwan of the nn e [ads | 
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Letter from the Rey. C. WILL 1 G 

Teh 1.57 7 ' Joun Haus. tt 1 ic? - SLY} 

| ) . 7 0 p . ' 79 9 88 

hv hare ,BpxToNn-HALL, 4 gth, 1784. 
Dear Sir, $411 5 Nin betta IT. ! I 


11288 the favour of your Letter, 
dated March 2oth, for which I onghr to 
have returned my acknowledgments long ago. 
It has pi eſſed upon my mind ever fince, with 
great uneaſineſs ; but the honeſt truth was, 
] have been at a loſs what anſwer to give. 
And now, all I can fay with propriety is, that 

er UC AR” 7-2 er 


tered Rights of the India Company. The Seceſſion of a confider- 
able Minority of the Committee was the conſequence of this diſ- 
ſentiom, on the day on which this Letter was written; and after 
ſo many teſpectable Members had withdrawn themſelves from that 
Body, it was never thought expedient to ſummon a Meeting of 
that Majority who ſtill remained united, under the appointment 
of the County of York. | he laſt Meeting of the Committee was 
ne 06.92.08 Io » 4784+ 4 

n this difference inion, conſequent Seceſſion 
from the Committee, the Editor would ayoid eyery unpleaſant 
comment. For the only ſurvivor of his three earlieſt political 
Friends, the worthy General Hale, and for many others of the 
Seceding Members, he feels the maſt cordial eſteem and 
Except upon the occaſions here alluded to, their ſentiments og the 
tate of «6 Public have been fimilar,. and their oppoſition to the 
wars with America and the Kepublic of France, and their effo 
to ſecure Public Liberty by a moderate Reform, have been 
3 ſame zeal with which their political exertions com- 
menced, : _... , 

But if this ſchiſm ip the Committee in 1784 was a ſetious 
misfortune to the cauſe of Reform, the Seceſſion from the do- 
trines of Reform, and the principles of Conſtitutiona! Liberty 
which took place in Yorkſhire in 1795, is ſtill more to he la- 
mented,” Almoſt infinite are the calamities which have reſulted 
{rom it; and to that cauſe alſo may be imputed, in 4 


( 376) 
I will take care to lay your Letter before the 


Committee at its next Meeting, which I hope 
will not be at a very diſtant period. As Chair- 


man of the Committee, it is my duty to do 
that; but if 1 ſhould venture to do more, and 
to give my opinion on the ſubje&t of your 
Lerter, I ſhould certainly exceed my guty, 
and might offend the Committee, without 
having the ſatisfaction to convince you. 
. The Seceſſion of ſo many reſpectable Gen 


tlemen from that Body, on account of ſame 


oppuſition of ſentiment on ſubjects which have 
no neceſſary connection with the Aſſociation, 
muſt be lamented by every Friend to that 
plan of Reformation as one of the moſt unfa- 
vourable events whieh could poſſibly have 


dangers which fill bang over this Country, and even in Peace 


_ diſturb and * every thoughtful breaſt. Vet for the Seceders 


of this clafs, as for their Predeceſſors in 1784, it may be juftly 
pleaded that they erred fincerely. The uct alluded to in 
1795, and the ſubſequent years of the war, was the joint effect of 
an honeſt but exceſſive partiality for the Minifter, and an over- 
powering alarm, which ſuppreſſed, for a time, their attachment 
to the genuine principles of the Conſtitution, But that partiality 
and that alarm ſeem to have loſt much of their influence, Time 
and further confideration will probably free their minds from it 


completely; and when thoſe impreffions have diſappeared, their 


ancient ſentiments will once more arife. They will recollect with 
ſatisfaction their former ſupport of the true doctrines of the Con- 
ftirution, and again feel their boſoms glow with a ſpirit of prudent 
and rational Patriotiſm, And then fome freſh Propoſal of a ko- 
litical Reform, framed on the ſame moderate principles which 
they before approved, and cautiouſly confined to the fame regular 
and pacific means which they before employed, by their renewed 
ſuppat ma) happily be accompliſhed. 28 

t is perhaps ſuperfluous to obſerye, that this Letter by General 
Hale, and that by Sir Watts Horton, viz. Paper XV. of this 
Number, are conſidered to be Public Letters. They appear to 


Have deen intended for the inſpection of the Committee; and if 


that Body had ever met again, it would have been the duty of the 
Chairman to lay them before it, 


15% 
- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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happened. Knowing your hearty seal te 
promote the extenſion of Popular Privileges 
| think. the loſs which, the Committee has 
luſtained by your ſeparation from it, is more 
peculiarly to be regretted: than that perhaps 
of any other Member, 

But from what you have ſaid towards the 
conclu{ion of your Letter, there ſeems to be 
ſome ground to hope we may be hogaured 
with your aſſiſtance, whenever | it may be 
thought adviſable to bring forward the bulk: 
pels of Parliamentary Reformation. 

] am, dear Sir, with great reſpect, 

Your molt faithful * 
Wen ſervant. 
| ute XVII. N 
l Paper XI. 


Jetter from Tuonas Aarniner 7 ka 
Amin nme rite 200 : 


enn 


A S an inconſiderable Individual mA your 
Political. Flock, though one of the 
moſt zealous for Parliamentary Reformation, 
I wiſh to apologize for my non-attendance at 
York, by affuring you, as I had the honour 
of telling you in Town, that 1 am not yet 
able to make up my mind ſo far, as on ac- 
cont of ſame prohable enormities on the part 
of the | Majority of the late | Howie 4 of Com- 


by 610 
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mons, to approve of ſuth treatment from the 


ether Branch«s of the Lepiftature, as cannot 
fail of depreſſing the only Body that can with 
any pretence to propriety b: called 'tlie Re- 
preſentation of the People. and which if — 
really ſo by the u iſhed- for u holeſome re 
lations, will find themſelves much ſunk in the 
eye of the Public, Who now ſeem to rejoice 
at” their now (poffibly 'merited) degradation. 

ATbe young Miniſter's creation of Peers 
from among the Monopolizers of rotten, and 
to them ſubſervient Boroughs, ſeems to me 
not to be in any adequate degree eounteracted 
by the ſolitary vote he lately gave 

So undecided, I think myſelf beſt here, I 
flatter myſelf chat Recollection on the conſe- 
quences of an angry conteſt will enſure the 
Meeting advertiſed for next Friday to agree 
to the re- election of Mr. Duncombe and Mr, 
Foljambe. |, ſhould think myſelf greatly 
blameable under ſuch indeciſion was [ to write 
ta any: perſon'I'might be ſapp-ted to influ- 
ence. I am apprehenſive that the communi- 
cation of the reveries of ſo obſcure an Indivi- 
dual as myſelf, may partake of the nature of 
preſumption. However, 1 wiſh not to con- 
ceal my ſentiments, as they are not lightly 
taken up, and What 1 thought, from the con- 
fidence you have honoured me with, proper 
to be communicated' by me to yourſelf. 

I: am, dear Sir, with much regard, 

2 _ Your moſt obedient ſervant, ' -- 

Pre: 'THO. ARTHIN GTON. 


cnastorrr- SWT. 
BxoroxD SQUARE, ' Paper XII. 
30¹⁰ March, 84. 
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AM extremely abliged by your very 

friendly communication, and own” the 
doubts you expreſs are thoſe which may eafily* 
accur: to one whois, like yourſelf, àa warm 
Friend to the Liberties of the People. I ſhall 
frankly tell yu um a few words, my ſolution 
of the difficulty; which, if it! hould not ap- 
pear to you as ſanistadtory as it does to me, 


| am perfectly convinced you will thmle off 


me, as I now do au of y au, that to purſue 
what appears moit ſafr for; the People, has 
been on this occaſion the object ready in 


view. My opinion then is briefly this: Ihe 


Man whip Wanted the Patronage of the Indies, 
wanted to govern by Corruption. If for that 
purpoſe ſuch a fund could have been obtained, 


the abuſes we think ſo dangerous would have 


been ſupported by a Government too ſtrong 
to he reſiſted. I therefore cannot help think- 
ing the intereſts of Liberty require us to ſup- 
port the preſent Miniſter, becauſe were he 
driven from his poſt, the India Bill, with 
ſome modification, would be forced through 
the forms of the Legiſlature, and Reforma- 

N tion 
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tion would be for ever defeated. On the 


bother ſide, by ſupporting the Miniſter againſt 
the Houſe of Commons in the peculiar cir. 
cumſtances of the preſent caſe, only till an 
appeal can be made to the People, the Ad- 
dreſſers ſeem to me to have guarded ſufficier tiy 
againſt any dangerous miſapplication of the 
precedent.” At the fame time I am free to 
own, if the ſenſe of the new Parliament ſhould 
be againſt; the Miniſter, I think in that caſe 
he ought) to retire; becauſe on an appeal to 
the People,” the deciſion being; againſt him, 
the Conſtitution affords no hay reſort for 
ending ſuch diſpute. 

I have not ne this view of 
the matter will alter your opinion, which 1 
know has been founded on much confidera- 
tion of the ſubject. I only mean to exhibit 
freely to you what has induced me to take 
part with thoſe who reſiſt the late wee 
of the Houſe of Commons, 2 
* 1 dear ay ne 45 gs 
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Paper XIII. 
Letter from F. F. Torres, EN „ ohe 
Rev. C. WTVILI. 


Dear Sir, | 
A have withdrawn my name from the 
Aſſociation, I think it neceſſary to aſſurt 


you, that, with regard to the Reform of Pas. | 


lament, my fentiments are fully and preciſely 


the ſame, and that in whatever Ration of life 


| may be, I ſhall give it my moft cordial ſup- 
port. At the ſame time may I flatter 'myſetf 
that this ſtep will not be conſidered as in any 
manner diſreſpectful to a Body of Gentlemen 


with whom L have, for fome time, acted, and 


to whoſe views of Reform I ſtill continue the 
ame zealous friend. With regard to your- 
ſelf, give me leave to return you. my. beſt 
thanks for the kindnefs you have ſhewn me, 
and the candour with which you have treated 
my conduct in Parliament. I ſincerely aſfure 
you that 1 retain the fame reſpect and regards 
and ſhall always be 21 in teſtifying how 


and very humble fervant, 
. . ten 


Pager XIV. 


* The cafe aeg thi Gee tat ths ene that 
thus be ſtated, as the itor believes, with ſufficient ACCUTACY. — 
With many amiable qualities in private life, ur without Sir G. 
vile's ſuperiority of talents, or his devoted zeal for Civil and 

Religious 


Lear, March * 1784. 
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| Paper XIV. 
Letter m the Rev. C. W TVI T 0 F. T. 


FOLJAMBE, Eſq. 


York TAVIXNY April 1, £784 

Sir, . 1. 
TLEW things could have given me 'greater 

uneaſineſs than the difference of political 
opinion which has lately taken place between 
us. From a grateful ſenſe of Sir G. Savile's 
meritorious conduct, and a' good opinion of 
your public principles, particularly reſpecting 
the eſſential articles of Parliamentary Refor- 
mation, I took an early and an active part in 
your late Election. But I muſt freely own to 


Religious Liberty, his Nephew poſſeſſed the merit, as the Yorkſhire 
Gentlemen "ded it, of having joined them in their —— of 
the ſyſtem of cortuption, and their efforts to check or deftroy it. On 
the too viſible decline of their revered Patriot's health, they would 
have looked in vain for a ſucceſſor of equal virtues and equal abi- 
lity to ferve the County. Hut what was next to be wiſhed, they 
hoped to find in his Nephew, viz. a Repreſenutive faithful to 
the cauſe of Liberty, anxious to preſerve union between the 
Nobles. and the great body of his Conſtituents,” yet ſtill more 
anxious to ſupport their Principles, and maintain their Honout 
and Independence. To thoſe expectations was added the more 
powerful motive of gratitude, which prompted them to give to 
their expiring Patriot this laſt ptoof of their love and veneration. 
That motive decided their choice 80 Mr Foljambe, and Sir G. 
Savile lived but to receive the information. If Mr. Foljambe 
ſoon forfeited their confidence, - candid men at this diſtance of 
time will recolle& the extreme difficulty of his fituation, and ex- 
euſęe his error, If his Conſtituents were miſguided, and dilap- 
Dointed in their choice, yet ſtill it will be remembered, that tho 
dl vinted, they were got diſgraced ; though, mi ſled, it was by 
a ſenſe of gratitude which did hanour to themſelves, as to their 
late virtuous Repreſentative, KOEN 


_— XY 
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you, that the meaſures which I underſtand 
have ever ſince that period received your ſup- 


ern ur Re Fi 


rt in Parliament, appear, 
gerous to the Peace and Li 


nomination will be oppoled. | 


I haye the honour to be, 
| "WP, £55 -* 
Your molt obedient 


intended by pain and 


7 


e 


i Got: 
munity. I ftill think well of your private 
character “; I {till venerate the memory of 
Sir G. Savile; but unleſs your public conduct, 
in the important inſtances above alluded, 
ſhould be explained in a ſatisfactory maine 
at the intended Meeting of the County” 
morrow, I ſhall feel myſelf bound hy conſt 
derations of Public Good, infinitely ſuperior 
to any perſonal motives, to co-operate ' with 
thoſe Gentlemen by whom, in that caſe, your - 


. 


ſervant, © * 


CG 


ment of controverſy, was neceſſarily guarded, and very 


Patriot more 


y as he felt 


WYVILL. 

Paper XV. 
+ The petformatice of his duty, on this occaſion, was not un- 
anxiety to the Editor, His anſwer to Mr. 


Foljambe's Letter being of a public nature, and written x 


w probably would 
r ſubſequent occaſions, long after this, he has 
more at — and —_—_— his veneration of the great 

bt MT 


o 
. 


+ On the next day, the conduct of Mi. Foljambe was not er- 
plained to the County in a ſatisfactory manner; in a few days. 


more, a new Election came on, and he was ejected by an ne 


majority, to make room tor Mr. Wilberforce. ' - -- t 
rce poll very conſiderable talents, is uni- 
ged ; but yet this choice was | hardly- more: for- 


at Mr. Wilberforce 
verſally ack 


tunate than the former, if it were ſtill the object or the County to 


- 


cect a Repreſentative as public ſpirited, and as warmly attac 


mper- 
feQly expreſſed his high reſpeR for Sir G. Savile, and his "regret 
that the confidence ſo lately repoſed in his Nepbe 
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Paper XV. ik nes Syed 


Letter from Sir War rs Houros, Bart, * 
| the Rev. C. WyviL. ; OE 


0 5 ic, 1271 Urra Daoot-stzznr, 6d Apt, 3 
E , l 1 


"TROUBLE you with a few lines to a0. 

quaint you with my ſentiments upon the 
preſent conteſt in Yorkſhire, aud to requeſt 
you will inform me whether the Genttemed 
of the Aﬀociation conſider the; oppoſing 0 fl 
Mr. Duncombe and Mr. Wilberforce to be 
inconſiſtent with the principles of that Aſſo. 
ciation. I am at preſent ignorant what is Mr. 
Weddel's opinion in regard to the Parliamen- 
tary Reform we aſſociated for the expreſs ; 
purpoſe of obtaining, and which [I ſhall al- 
ways conſider as one thing neceſſary for the 71 
ſecurity of the Liberty of this Country ; but 
I cannot, conſiſtently with the duty I and 
every individual owe to his Country, abandon 
other principles which 7 thin& more material 
I mean, ſupporting the dignity and authority 
of that moft effential branch of the Conftitus 
tion; the Repreſentative Body of the Peoples 
of England, againſt the over-{trained Preroga- 
| tive of the Crown. 'The preſent Miniſter 
| ſeems, at leaſt, to be endeavouring to dimi- 
niſh, if not totally annibilate the dignity of 


to the pr of Liberty, Civil and Religious, 2+ Sir G. Savile. 


Yet Mr. Wilberforce, for feveral years, was extremely popular in 
Yorkſhire, and his hamane exertions to put an end ig the made in 
Shaves, will long be remembered with high approbation. m 
E 


L- Sn > 3. =» re oo ww on 


2 


— 0 _— - 
— ERIE” — 2 2 <p tar 


＋7*— 
— —— — — —— 
— — — 


— 
— E__ ——— 
- 93 0 © 
* 
enn, p. 


( 


* the Houſe of Cemm FRE ASE 


0 never give my, 7 to the Gentlemen 


5 who niet. 3 WO! Sir, Are 
ny Ea gad it the: Committee of 
A ſociation are of © 
I propriety ſupport, Mr. Weddel and Mr. Fol- 
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I think it implied ble t e Geste of 
the Yorkſhire, 1 onſider the 
oppoſſag Its Bae aſh and Mr. Wilber: 


force to Bete ene w. with the N of 
that Aſſociation. By 0 A 
ſtrument we are certal 1 e und d.to 500 
port any particular, Candig Woo may hap 
pen to be agreeable to the Majority gf, the 
Aſſociated Gentlemen. On the contrary, we 
are perfectly at liberty to vote for any Candi 
date whatever who has ſatisfied us that he 
will ſincerely promote that Reformation of 
Parlament which is the qbje&t of the Aſſo- 
ciation. But to a Candidate averſe to that 
| Reformation, or whom we have no reaſon 
to ſuppoſe friendly to it, I do apprehend we 
cannot give our ſupport, without deviating 
from the plain engagements we have entered 
into. On the late occaſion, a Member of the 


Aſſociation might have voted for Mr. Fol- 
jambe 


(63870 

jambe in perfect conſiſteney with truth and 
honour ; but if Mr. Weddel is an enemy to 
the mealures of the Aſſoclation, I, own I do not 
ſee how voting for him could be reconciled to 
either, by thoſe who ſtand pledged as we do. 
do aſſure you no perſon more ſincerely than 
myſſelf wiſhed a Fe! the popular party 

might be avoided. yugood Friends to 
Geil Liberty are now ranged on oppoſite 
ſides, and before they can be united again it 
is very Poſſible the proſpect of Reformation 
may be, cloſed. But. ince a breach, could not 
be prevented, it appears to me that the general 
intereſts” of Liberty, and thoſe of Reforma- 
tion more eſpecially, require us to ſupport the 
men how in power, Who haye” reſiſted mea- 
ſures that, in my conception, would have in- 
troduced Corruption to a degree of profligacy 


which, this Country had lever feen, and 


would, in fact, have changed our limited Mo- 
narchy into a "metre, Ariltocratical Republic. 
In this opinion, tho I agree with the greater 
part of the Committee, I have yet the misfor- 
tune to differ from you and many other Gen- 
tlemen whom I highly reſpect, But I hope 
this difference of ſenuiment on one point needs 
not to prevent our continuing to ac together 
on others on which wWe think alike, and whoſe 
importance we both admit to be very 
R I have the 0 Hoon, to be, 
ai 
© Your moſt obedient name Na ant, 

C. WVVILL. 
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. In the — Papers of this Nomber are laid before the Reader 
the whole of the Editor's Cotreipondence which has been n 
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and which contains any material information rejecting thok Un 
| popular meaſure, the Coalition,” and ith propoſed] Bil for the xe. 
ſumption of the Charter of the India Company. Conſidering the 
Impropriety of that heterogeneous Union, and the danger that 
would have teſulted | from a Precedent, for reſuming C 
Rights, without a legal conviRtion of abuſes, the Editor now ſees 
no reaſon to qualify or retract the ſentiments he formerly expreſſed, 
On the contrary, he has, perhaps, cenſured each of theſe meaſure, 
with greater freedom, and expreſſed greater ſatisfaction at the de. 
feat of that Bill, in the Notes gzanexed to theſe Letters, than in 
any of his Letters or/Public Speeches. He fears not, howerer, 
that the honeft expreſſion of his ſentiments on theſe meaſures can 
be thought inconſiſtent wich that high reſpeR for à retired Stuteſ- 
man which in publications of a recent date he has with equal bo- 
neſty avowed +, The meaſures of Mr. Fox, during his connec- 
tion with Sir G. Savile, were highly favourable to Liberty, and 
"tended to pomote Political Rectitude: ſome of his meaſures during 
his Coalition with Lord North, had a tendency directly oppoſite. 
Had he died about this time, therefore, his character would have 
been left undeveloped ; and from his parliamentary conduct it 
- might have been confidered an undeterminable queſtion, whether 
his great talents had been employed more for the of his Fel- 
low-men, or to their diſadvantage. © Fortunately for his Country, 
- his life has been prolonged, and the experience of the laſt ei 
teen years has fixed his character, and ſtamped it with the praiſe 
of virtuous conſiſteney. His uncommon powers of oratory, the 
accuracy of his Jogic, and the extent of his views as a Philoſo 
phic Stateſchan, ' have commanded the. applauſe, even of his Ad- 
verſaries, But theſe great talents form but a claim to ſubordinate 
commendation : his proud diſtinction is, that he has made that 
uſe of them which Patriotiſm and the Public Good required. 
Sir G. Savile, the virtuous Friend of Mr. Fox, had paſſed his 
youth and early manhood in retirement in the Country, Hence, 
perhaps, the purity of his Public Character; hence his diſintereſled 
attachment to the Cauſe of Liberty and the bappineſs of bis Fel- 
Jow-men ; hence the generous zeal with which he devoted himſelf, 
his time, his abilities, and his utmoſt means to the ſervice of the 
Public But the, youth and early manhood of Mr. Fox were 
pw in other ſcenes ; his youth in gay diſſipation, his early man- 
in political firuggles directed to no ſingle end. Wich a 
oper acility of temper, he varied his purſuit as the times and 
is connections differed ; now guided by the ſenſe of juſtice, and 
his patriotic zeal z now miſled by” an ordinary ambition, and the 
lures of Power. At laſt, by the force of circumſtances, and his 
own. powerful mind, he was enabled to form in himſelf a noble 
character. He renounced the errors of his youth; he ſubdued 
the faſcinations of Power ; and, like his Patriot Friend, he de- 


+ See 4 The Segeſion Vindicated,” and the #-Latter to John Cartwright 
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nh 1 mature age where the youth of his Friend had been 


in a ul retirement in the Country; and ſeldom 
2 from it, but on ſome great occafion, to plead 
exult 


Cauſe of his Coun 
be ſtill living, 


* By 


How would Sic Geo Savile, were 
this change ! How he applaud the force and 
mind by which it was 55 would be 
fortitude and wiſdom of our Patriot Stateſman, and truſt, 


4 


: | 


theſe deplorable times, that by his perſeverance National Liberty 
might yet be ſaved. 3 | | 
: R. ** NK 

, u1H : A 


| Paper J. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL to SAMUEL 
| TookkER, Eſq. 


NzroT's HortL, Kinc-STaErT, Sr. Janes's, 


** D 6th, 1784. 
KAUAALUTS. 8 TY e . 


I HAVE juſt returned from a long conver- 


ſation with Mr. Pitt, and it is with infinite 


ſatisfaction I aſſure you, that the proſpect of 
ſucceſs in the next Seſſiion is beyond what our 
moſt ſanguine hopes could have figured, I 
never doubted his ſincerity, or his attachment 
to the Conſtitution; but if I were at liberty 
to mention what paſſed this morning, you 


would think almoſt any expreſſions I could 


employ in ſpeaking of his truly patriotic and 
diſintereſted views, fell ſhort of his deſerts. 
As to the ſubject of a County Meeting at 
York, I own my ſentiments remain unaltered : 
think we ſhall not do juſtice to the great 
cauſe we have embarked in, if we ſuffer many 
months to paſs away without endeayouring 


to obtain one. But whether it would be ad- 
| viſable 
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ing 
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yiſable to call a a Meeting | before Mr. Pitt's 
Motion is made, or after it, is with me a 


matter. of dqubt· When Leap re ee 


opinion on the, ſubecꝭ . I. will 


mention it to you. In ow (ns time, if you 


are at all inclined” to think «nip. thepight 
on this ſubje& of a County — 5 uld 


beg to ſuggaſt / to you} that no time — | 


lolk in trying tu animatei the 

of the County to give — A meaſure thein 
lupporty beginning; withi:bujte-chrown: out in 
convtrſation, &. that it is highly probable 


of this winter, and that there is a conviction 
in the minds of ſeveral of your friends that 
it is neeeſſary to make it, both on account, of 
public duty, arid a due regard alſa to their o]π)n 
character and conſiſtency. As I. ſhall write 
to Mr. Maſon, Mr. Shore, Mr. Duncombe, 
&c. by this evening's poſt, I will only add, I 
ſhall — the ſatisfaction of farther converſa· 
tion with Mr. Pitt on Wedneſday, when I 
imagine he will communicate more fully the 
ideas according to which he means to frame his 
intended propoſition on the IE * ae 


mation. In great balte,- 


Believe me | 
Ever moſt achte 
5 And cordially your's, 
en eech on C. WYVILL, 
A. It: 


P.S. 1 ſhall ſtay here only + till Friday morn- 


ing z Therefore 1 fear I cannot heat from vou 


unleſs you ri by de rien of th yl 


RES 


ſuch afk attempt will be made in the: courſe 
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baer + rw the Rev. C. rens to the Rex 
| WILL Maso. ſic 


ph labs L156 1 Nr b. De, 1 he 
dir, „ 110 & to 19S (O17! 1 
FAM Bebe back from my 3 
mew irh x. Pitt, altogether as ſatis fac 
tory as edel But as I muſt write many 
| —— to Friends in ifferent parts of York. 
ſhire this evening and the next, I will add, in 
two lines only, that I am more than ever 
convinced of the abſolute neceſſity for ia vi- 
dus exertion in Vorkſhire to do juſtice to 
the noble reſolution of Mr. Pitt, from whom 
every thing honourable, every thing becoming 
a truly diſintereſtod Patriot, in my opinion, 
may be juſtly expected. In this perſuaſion 
am ready to cooperate, to the utmoſt of my 
wer, with you and the other virtuous 
Friends with whom 1 am proud to haue ated 
ſo long, and ſhall feel every ſuppoſable degree 
of fatigue or inconvenience to be beneath a 
moment's conſideration, if our exertions in 
concert may contribute to abe meceſd . this 
great and neceſſary 8 9. 2: 
„„ ever; . 


My dear Me. Maſbe, 
{liv 2M / Molt cordially yours, 
x | C. * 
"SF rol reed hi iter ves yo ig Nate. 
this Gch of l e 1784. eter urine j Þ d ln, be 
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| 

] THINK. here is e onch/probability 

4 Meeting of the County of York will = | 
held this winter, that I do. not intend going 
abroad till chat point 4 rom 
my former letter you may have thoughe by 
this time I had croſſed che channel. I there- 
fore beg the favour ta be Hes: you s at this 
place what is doing,” or be done by 
you and the good friends of "ale Ip in your 

neighbourhood, I have juſt received a note ® 
1 the Duke of Richmond. aut of $uflex, 
declaring his ſentiments perfectly 9. with 


Gem oi TTY Fut), 
in Namber hich 
. ere ad wh oe bond it op: 


ng any material information, the trauſaction | 
— . the Mexring of the rant of ark in y78g, — 


2 Mi Grace for the Eduar ; 
but at lat, it no * for 1 e ll uſt, 
»tror be hal read . pech to the Houſe f 


Ia thay it way Named Public, the Duke of Rich- 
d 71 himſelf gt: 22 ed the popu 

of 5 2 during the Wer wi wi Ris rica, 190k Re BR 

want might he formed, "The Edi will for the Amed War 


wight | 1 be Edirog will. f os. make any 
oo * OF Gs, won sl the dike b dis tel ted 
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Mr. Pitt's, in reſpeQ to what are the moſt ad 
viſable means of effecting a Parliamentary 
etorm; by which] 8 his; Grace te 
mean, among other Things, the propriety of 
ſtruggling to 2 as many County Meetings 
as Poſſible to declare in our Favour, Ba 


Jam, ever, 

| Dear Sir, | 

got eordially your's, || 
(3 14; 4101 +0 q 71 2 a C-WYVILL, 
tig itt „ Oh 1 2641 
itt — — 
wild! e 78 Nein 0168 ( 
aw; 1 Paper IV. A Lem 24 L 
Long fi ; the Rev, C. Wo to Hann 
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Muy Dear dr; n e 


O.] N I think the . which you re- 
commend, tends only to lay the Queſtion 
of Reformation aſleep. . Such hardy meaſures, 
as making A change in the Legiſlature of our 
Country, appear to me to require a much 
more vigorous and hardy ſupport, and I am 
willing, for one, to give it; but though I 
argue ſtrenuouſiy againſt what I deem the 
fatal tendency of languid counſels, or. what you 
would chooſe to call by the more reputable 
terch of prudent and Cautious advice ; ; yet be al- 
ſured I cannot have one moment's doubt, that 
if you ſaw the conſequences of that /anguid, 
er GWE: cautious condut?, call it which you 
7504 *ul lo fe % pleaſe, 


r 


Dr 


| (395) 
pleſe; If chte ſame light 25 do as putting an 
End tb alf hope of Pollticał Reformatidn till 
ſome fue and extraordiniry” national calu- 
mity ſhall once more rouſe the Nation tb a 
ſenſe of its danger, and the true metns / of ex 
reicarion,” you would as earneſtly” ay: "myſelf 
depretate the' miſtaken policy of being 'inat- 
tive at this moſt critical period. Be aſſured, 
thoiigh argue with zeal for what I think the 
true way to promote the end we both have 

equally itt view; yet different as your NEntl- 
aht inay ſtill remain, I can have no mote 
doubt of your ſtaunch and ſincere attachment 
to the cauſe, than I can have of my own, or 
of any other perſon who is, if poſfible, more 
deſirous of obtaining a powerful lupport to 
Mr. Pitt's intended motion, In the next 
place; be aſſured, there is much more reaſon 
than you ſeem 'to apprehend, for believing 


that many perſons of the Fitzwilliam Party 


will warmly ſupport a County Meeting for the 
lingle purpoſe of promoting a Reform, without 
inter mixing apy Reſolutions of a party nature, 
i. e. in their idea tending; to give ſtrength ox 
credit $0 the Adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt) and 
alſo, many perſons lately connected with us, 
who,” in conſequence of the ſpirited declara- 


tion Mr. Pitt authoriſes me to make of his 
intention to ſupport Reform to the utmoſt ot 


his power, bath as a Man and 4 Minifier, will 
8 give their ſupport to à County 
Meeting. i is needleſs to particularize, bo 


ſuch an occaſton, tliough in the former caſe I 


Fould' mention erg perſons of e Who 
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have promiſed me their attendance at 
County Meeting. After all, L intreat you, 
and thoſe other friends whom | moſt — 
eſpect, but ho: may think, I preſs this 
ſure with an imprudent warmth, to he — 
that bi warmþ proceeds ſolely, from. a ſenſe 
of duty, and is perfectly conſiſtent, with ſenti- 
ments, of the higheſt eſteem and regard for 
thole wha are of a different opinion. I think 
it right to explain and ſupport my, own ſentj- 
ments; and having done that, I ſhall be moſt 
ready 49 acquieſce in that advice which ſhall 
appear to have the majority of "uy We 
al friends in its Wen. 1 
1 0 s 
ng "With the moſt fincere © 

and cordial regard, 

Lour affectionate friend, 

C. WVXVILL. 
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Sac the dew: of s is Letter, it is but juſtice to ſey, of this amis- 
ble man, and truly-difintereſted Patriot, that his attachment to the 
cauſe of Conſtitutional Li 4 been invariable. In his tem- 
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apprebeti6ons, . gradually were converted 1 
our mo—_—_ Vir into 8 and alarm. At laſt near the 
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among thoſe Friends who habe the c 
mige to adopt the idea bf: x County. Meetingi 
Not that Ithink we deſerve army extrabrd- 
nary praiſe for venturing. to meet 120luypert 
a, meaſure which Government itſelf w pro 
poſe; and which we. have / been for years cow 
deavouring in vain to racommend to Goyerw: 
ment hut When man arg languid d db. 
rited}i it is qome praiſe to be among itheiſirſt 
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4 gince I wrote to go u, and your reſpectable 


relation Mr. James 2 1 oy learnt fiom 
the Duke of n at theres a, per- 
fe& eden Ke the 8b dee 4 We. 
tween him and Mr. Pitt, as. to . moſt 
adviſable means of effe&ting/a Reformation of 
Parliament; whence it may j age 

cluded the Duke is ſatisfied Mr. Pitt's propos 
ſitions are the beſt for the Liberty vf ki 
People which. it is prudent to offet xs/Pa 

- liament!/ I am not at liberty to hare chem 
but they are ſuch as appear to mb 4koly ab 
ſatisfy cvery reaſonable Friend to Nefurma⸗ 
tion, and hoetter far than I expected be 
my firſt interviewavith Mr. Pitt“ Ii high 
time, therefore, hat we ſhould quit vain ant 
deluſive hopes oi carrying a Reform as liberut 
as our principles, or . as bur u iſhes 
and that conſideving where the greatwiſfitlty 
lies, we ſhould exert ourſelves to collect the 
real Friends of Reformation, of Mhatever 
deſeription they may be in any other reſpec; 
and-uvire as ſoon as poſſible Into 1E'compatt 
Body, at once able and determined to give 
that meaſure effetuat ſupport. Such is the 
conduct in the Hatibn ar large, which [ 
truſt Mr. Pitt and the Duke of jetmoond; 
and Lord Camden, will be evabled to rarr r 
very effectual Reform, though ſtill coofifder- 
ably ſhort" of Theoretical Perfectiofl. As to 
| Yorkſhire, there it is he example muſt be ſet. 
das our Friends are 2 55 it is gehe. 
| rally Known, what à bold declaration he 
e eto make of ie, fete) - 
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Ce RL RY 20 to 5 . 


ſtrength, I doubt not they, will. feel a no 
ardour in the exert themſelves, 
— 1155 5 the efforts of ſo 
tie a Miniſter; juſtice 4 bim as 
welk as 4 25 Public, and to . es requires 
this conduct of them; for, be aſſure =_ 
niſter who makes Tach an authentic © 
ration of his attachment to the popular ck, 
gives no common-i\prodf®df- bis courage 


eee 


appt 
feel tbe merit, and France of it, as I 
which it is 


think it deſcreencilFom: 
ere 
before 


needleſs now to enumerate, I 
whether the Meeting ſhould be hel 
Mr. Pitt's Motidb, ufer it. Ddr 
tisfied-it Will be prudeit in Yorkſhire tb 
before the efibof Jankary, ele we Rave 


a Sheriff that will undoubtedly” cal ue Cu 
ty together ib the! officia manuef Which 
many think' material} hough e welt 
underſtood the gHeriffy on all — — 
has ho morelri Feen, 

ren. 7211s ,noot „ dL 10 Due 2il1 

believe you, or gGd fend 
Mrs Shore und MroWilkinſon, reuulyitto nee. 
ate with xb fappoſe —— Me, 

ooker;! Me, Mafon, a, Mri Withers, p16 
cauſe, though I have, nat yet beard rom {6cm, 
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| anon blad 5d bigedt gt! [119906 253 49012 w 
Vol Letter, cenfaining the qt opimions 
1. of, yourlelf, Meiſed. Short Wilkinſon, 
Togker, and Joſeph, Walker, againſt a General 
Meet in dhe temper. of the County, 
convinces me tha no ſuch Meeting will be 
held at che time when ſuch an ęſſort would, be 
molt; likely to make. an imprsſſion on Par- 
liament, and the Nation at lange; I mean about 
the end of January, ſoon. after the notice 

gives hy Mr, Put of: dhe day when be will 
make hie motion. J do not He pair, however; 
that the, temper of dhe County will, become 
more favourable 10 our views; as tha rectiude 
atrlotifih'of Wit. K. 8 hfithes, it were 


— mr wr | deftiizony of de Bü pen ſho 
. friendſhip, on the general concurrence of thei 

| n, and their cordial co-operation for many years in oh 
— Conſtitutional Liberty, he reflecu with pleaſure, and gladly 


this opportunity to declare i it, c 
of 
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of Mr. Pitt's intentions, and his fincere attach · 
ment to the Cauſe of Reformation, are more 
generally underſtood. In the mean- time, I 
truſt that our Friends will avail themſelves of 
his late bold avowal of his intention to pro- 
mote that eauſe to the utmoſt of his power, 
and will diligently endeavour, by giving it all 
poſſible -publicity, to diſpoſe the County to a 
proper degree of zeal upon the ſubje&t.—/ 
Whether ten or fifteen Gentlemen of weight 
coming to a bold reſolution at this moment 18 
call the County together at the end of 'Ja- - 
nuary, by requiſition to the preſent Sheriff, 
might not have been able by that time to in- 
ſpire the County with ſentiments -fimilar to 
their own, is a queſtion on which I no lon 
wich to preſs my opinion. I find, in general, 
the beſt Friends of the Caſs, and hole for 
whoſe judgment I have the higheſt reſpect, 
conſider the attempt propoſed as too hardy a 
meaſure. Of courſe that attempt cannot take 
place; but though Gentlemen adopt the more 
cautious, or, if you pleaſe, the more prudent 
counſel, of not moving the County under the 
preſent diſadvantages, whoſe exiſtence even 
admit, yet ſurely they will not decline at- 
tempting to remove thoſe diſadvantageous 
eireumſtances, or think continued inactivity, 
at the very criſis of the buſineſs, 1s good 
licy, and conſequently that all endeayours 5 
prepare the County for a General Meeti 
are improper, and fit only to be diſcouta 
I will not trouble ydu, or my fande. 
who are to meet at Aſton, and for whoſe in- 
Cc ſpection 
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ſpection I mean this Letter, with a repetition 
af the arguments formerly uſed; but one 
conſideration there is, and a material one it 
ſeems to be, which I would beg to ſuggeſt. 
Much pains have been taken, and not wit hout 
effect, to create doubts of Mr. Pitt's ſincerity 
in the Public mind. That ſuch impreſſion. 
ſhould be receiyed, is not at all ſurpriſing, 
when it is conſidered how often the People 
have been duped by Public Men, and that the 
Reformation of Parliament is as evidently 
againſt the intereſt of an ordinary Minifter a 
it is for the general good. 

To prevent theſe jealouſies diſcouraging 
the People, to the great diſadyantage of the 
Cauſe, Mr. Pitt has made every poſſible de- 
claration, i in Parliament, and out of it, to con- 


vince them he is in carngf. Ie has reſolved | 


to ſupport the Reform to the utmoſt of his 
power, 47 4 Miniſter. He has avowed to me 
that reſolution, and permits me to declare it. 
More he cannot ſay to proye his fincerity, his 
zeal, and courage, as a. Friend: to Reforma» 
tion; and when the time for action comes, it 
cannot reaſonably. be doubted but that he wil 
act in a manner ſuitable to theſe declarations. 
But, on the other hand, is it not natural to 
ſuppoſe that Mr. Pitt mult be anxious to dil: 
cover with what degree of zeal and effect the 
People. are likely to; ſupport. him? And if 
ſome of the Cabinet ſhould ſtreayouſly, op- 
poſe, and a majority of the Houle, of Com- 
moos ſhould reſiſt his .propalitions, are there 
nk nr, conceivable W e ond 
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of greater ' efficacy! ſtill, to which his late 
declaration cannot be conſtrued to extend, by 
which he might ib, reſolve to ſupport them, 
if he had any reaſonuble aſſuranee that the 
public would ſtand by him, and that ſuch 
conduct might eVνοntuy enable him to carry 
the great meaſure ? From ſuch a character as 
Mr. Pitt's; ever thing ahſinterhibea and nobly 
right may be expected. But if no (peculiar 
earneſtneſs, no great zeal for the queſtion 
ſhould appear even in thoſe parts of the king- 
dom ttrat have been thought moſt attached to 
it, it would not be publio fpirited; it would 
be raſh and rd Men's or to 'renvnnce; or even 
greatly e hazard the good he can do his 
Contenty for thut good however in itſelf of 
far greater importance, which, in that caſe, 
he would have no Juſt probability to effect. 
That ſuch comſiderations may occur to Mr. 
Pitt, is certain, becauſe you” have very juſtiy 
remarked a ſimilar reaſon for caution on our 
part, not to expoſe him to that hazard. And 
if in ſome eritical ſituation, Which may eaſily 
be conceived, his conduct ſhould be governed 
by theſe conſiderations, as I think it ought; ĩt 
might yet be perfectly conſiſtent with all his 
prior declarations. At preſent, Mr. Pitt 
ſtands in eireumſtances particularly fortunate 
for the Cauſe. On the one hand, Mr. Füt, 
and almoſt all the able Men of the Arifts- 
cratical Party; have declared 9 
only in favour of Reformation in but 
lern Mr. Pitt's plan, ſo far” s 'the 
Cc2 principles 
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principles of it were unfolded to Parliament 
in 1782. From them, therefore, no material 
oppoſition is to be dreaded. On the other 
hand, while the Ariſtocratical Party; with Mr. 
Fox at its head, continues its ſtrength, the 
Friends of Monarchy abſolute; or, at leaſt, 
much more powerful than we ever wiſh to ſce it, 
will be 2 to combat Mr. Pitt, even on 
this very important queſtion; if powerfully 
ſupported by the People, he muſt be able, in all 
probability, to carry ſomething very effectual. 
But then, let it be obſerved, all this entirely 
depends on his being appriſed in good time 
that he will be ſupported. I have ſaid, the 
proſpect of ſucceſs was much improved, and 
ſo it certainly is; but as the People alone, 
againſt or without Government, cannot ſuc- 
ceed, ſo neither can the Government alone, 
without the aid of the People. Upon the 
whole, I am convinced that the ſucceis of this 
grand undertaking principally, if not wholly, 
] depends on the efforts made by the People 
this winter; that other Communities, friendly 
to Reformation, look to Yorkſhire, as the Bo- 
dy _ to ſet the example of petitioning, 
2 ing the Body of greateſt weight, molt 


ited and uniform conduct, and whoſe pro- 
poſitions of Reform nearly, are underſtood, 
From Mr. Pitt's former declarations in Parlia- 
"ment, to be the, probable grounds of his in- 
d motion. Although, therefore, I fear, 

om the delay that has occurred, you cannot 
Fell get a Meeting of ** County before the 
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preſent Sheriff will have quitted his office; yet 
beg leave to repreſent once more to you, 
and our excellent worthy Friends in your 
quarter, my firm perſuaſion that ĩnactivity 
during this winter, on the part of Vorkſhire, 
will really and truly be only a decent way of 
laying the queſtion aſleep, with little hope to 
ſee it revived, unleſs we ſhould live to behold 
the renewal of times equally calamitous with 
thoſe which -firſt- called us forth from our 
private ſtations ; that there is yet, and for 
ſome weeks will be ſufficient time to move 
the County, ſo as to anſwer the great end of 
obtaining effectual ſupport to Mr. Pitt's mo- 
tion; that in that caſe Mr. Pitt may probably 
ſupport the queſtion in a firmer tone, and by 
more deciſive meaſures than'can be expected 
from-him if the People continue in their pre- 
ſent ſtate of languor; that, in fact, this is the 
crifis of the whole buſineſs, and a timely ef. 
fort now probably may decide the ſtruggle. 
It may, perhaps, be an unneceſſary obſerva- 
tion; but in matter of ſuch importance and 
delicacy, I would rather chooſe to err on the 
ſafe ſide, than the reverſe. I therefore beg 
to appriſe you, that what I have here ſaid; of 
Mr. Pitt's probable conduct, in certain ſup- 
poſed emergencies, is wholly conjeFural ſpecu- 
lation. On his character, and the conduct he 
was likely to held in ſome ſuppoſable caſes, 1 
have thought much, add perhaps ſuch conjec- 
tures may appear not wholly without uſe, and 
unfit to be attended to. Until I hear again 
| Cc3 om 
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from you, and your Friends, I ſhalt chiefly 
apply myſelf, as you defire, to communicate 
Mr. - Pitt's reſolution to other Reforming 

Bodies. I have done it . and with great 


effect. 1712005 


1 am, Dear Sir, 1 
Cor dially pour 1 
C. WYVLLL. 
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Letter from the Rev. C. WyvilL to the Ren. 
James WiLKINSON. | 


{x 


J | — Kinc-Srarzr, ST, Gand 
December a1. 1784. 
Dear Sir, i | 


Am not fo anxious a8 B uns for an early 

Meeting in Yorkſhire. 1 thought there was 
a greater degree of vigour in that County 
than in any other; and for that reaſon, and 
alſo becauſe I had the moſt connection with it, 
and the moſt extenfive correſpondence in it, 
FE thought it right to begin there, and my lift 
of Letters written into that County is — — no 
means an inconfiderable one. But as 1 
the great ſubje& is kely to — 0s 
other Counties with all that zeal and ardour 
which 1 hoped to haye found in Yorkſhire, as 
— Meeting at Vork, as an incentiue 10 ile 

un is not 9 neceſſary — 
"1 a 
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had thought it to be. I am heartily glad to 
find 1 am miſtaken. © eels 
In this Metropolis, the intelligence con- 
veyed to you in my laſt, Letter has been 
gradually let out; in order that time to com- 
municate it generally in Yorkſhire might 
be gained, which I thought to be my-duty, 
and for the intereſt of the Cauſe, It is now 
ſpreading fait in Town, and in many parts of 
England, and I am happy to affare you that 
Mr. Pitt's declaration of his intention reſpect- 
ing a Reform in the Repreſentation in the 
next Seſſion, is thought to. be an hone/t, a bold, 
and @ ver) important declaration. Dr, Jebb has 
juſt informed me that, in Suffolk, Mr. Grigby, 
the Aſſociation Member for that County, has 
lately been taking ſame very deciſive ſteps for a 
County Meeting there. This was before Mr. 
Pitt's declaration war Enown. That it will 
add to the zeal there, is not to be doubted, 
The Doctor alſo informs me that Mr. Bolt, 
a Gentleman of weight in Hants, ſet out for 
that County with an intention to put forward 
a General Meeting, as ſoon as he heard of 
Mr. Pitt's declaration. Courage, my good. 
Friend. All will go on well. *  _ 
| ken ever your's, 
Cc4 Paper VIII. 
* In private lafe, frank, and beloved by numerous 
ſriends 2 in his public character, honoured as an exem Cles- 
gy man, a reſpectable Magiſt rate, a virtuous Patriot, e 
to a tem Reformation in the State and in the 5 


is the Man to whom this Letter was addreſſed. And yet ſome 
years aftor the date of it, _ —_— 


be was before in 
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Paper VIII. i n YL ha 
Letter m the Rev. C. Wrvitt to the Rev. 
RY WIILIA Miene IT 
IP. -  NexoT's Hors, Dec. 24, 1984. 
Dear Sir, {4 | 5 


ä 1 HAVE. juſt ſeen Mr. Pitt again, and I re- 
1 peat what I faid before, his ir the criſis of 


the Cauſe, and the fate of the whole depends on 
vigour now. ? | x 

I have written many Letters into different 
parts of England, to ſome of which it has 
not hitherto been poſſible I could receive an- 
ſwers. What I have received, are encou- 
raging: But here, the declaration made by 
Mr. Pitt has had a very ſenſible effect indeed. 
All our Friends are eager to encourage the 
People. I have heard good reports from 
Suffolk and Hants. But all J vouch for at 
preſent is, that the utmoſt efforts will be 
made in the Metropolis. I dined yeſterday 
at a private houſe, where many zealous 
Friends were invited to meet. Co-operation 
was agreed on, All was harmony and mu- 


from the rage of popular tumult. At Sheffield, ſurrounded as he 
was by who revered him, he was attacked by a miſguided 
Rabble, his houſe was fired, his perſon endangered, and his life 
only preſerved by a ſudden flight. Since his eſcape from thoſe 
outrageous Rioters, if Mr. Wilkinſon has been leſs active than 
pe ing to great Aſſemblies of the People againſt 

Minifterial corruption, it he has been more inclined. to acquieſce 
under invaſions of Popular Right which he never could approve, 
wry urs may here be found : and no man will haſtily reject it, 
who confiders what his own conduct might have been, bad be 
been thus beſet, and thus had eſcaped from fimilar danger. 
| | tual 
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1 good 8 In conſequence I 
ſappole there will, 


ge Conſtitutional 
Meeting to-night, an J eſolution to cal 
the Quintuple Meeting in a ſhort time: - 

Vou will have much ſtrength in Yorkſhire, 
believe, from unexpected quarters. 

I am lefs- anxious 'for the movement of 
Yorkſhire than I was: as an incentive to the 
reſt of England, I ceaſe to think it HET 
material, {ii I ſtul wiſh it for the 
of the Cauſe, and the honour of 1 
and the County at large. af on 

Ever moſt cordially, oh 
though in extreme . 
13960 We „ 
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to excite any I general intereſt. A Common Hall 
bg? ns London, was attended by about three hundred Fer- 
ns, ming jelb Gag © rpentied poor: of GENSAT AREF'E 
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My prac 0 
125 the earlleſt beter to com- 


municate to your Lordſhip intelligence 


which I have juſt received Rom Yorkfhire; 
and of which it is important, in every view; 
without delay to appriſe a Nobleman whoſe 
property and connections in that County are 
ſo extenſive, and who is ſo decided a Friend 
to the preſent Government, and alſo to that 


Reformation of Abuſes in our Parliamentary 


Repreſentation which the Miniſter has de- 
elared to be one prineipal object of his Ad- 
miniſtration. 

I find a Requiſition to the Sheriff to call a 
County Meeting at York in the courſe of this 
month, has appeared to ſeveral reſpectable 
Gentlemen to be a proper meaſure. A paper 
for that purpoſe has been ſigned in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leeds, Wakefield, Rotherham, 
and Sheffield; and 1 apprehend it is either 
already tranſmitted to Mr. Danby, or will be 
ſent to him in a few days. It is the intention 
of the Gentlemen by whom the Requiſition 
has been promoted to propoſe to the County 
a Petition to Parliament for the Improvement 
of our Repreſentation; which, conſidering 
the part taken by the — for ſeveral 


* 


— .cc 
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years in ſupport of that meaſure, ler truſt 
will be generally deemed a proper and a wells 
timed propoſal, ſince: a more [favourable op- 
portunity-can hardly preſent itſelf to recom- 
— with effect, that neceſſary Reform, chan 
when it is profeſſedly taken up by a Miniſter 
who is an undoubted Friend to the Conftitu- 
tion in all its branches. 230 4 bs 5 h. J 
I own” my private opinion goes with the 
Promoters of a County Meeting, which ftrikes 
me as a neceſſary meaſure, if we wiſh to pre- 
ſerve conſiſtency of character to promote a 
Reformation which would produce the moſt 
efſential benefit to the Country, or to ſupport 
an Adminiſtration by whoſe aſſiſtance the 
Rights of both he Crows and the People bave 
been protected againſt the attempted uſurpa- 
tion of an ambitious Ariſtooracy, But I am 
aware that an Aﬀembly of the County of York 
may afford an opportunity to thoſe who pre- 
fer the intereſt of a Party to the general wel- 
fare, of the Public, to declaim againſt various 
meaſures of Government, which however un- 
avoidable from the immenſe expences of the 
late, unfortunate war, cannot be palatable to 
the People at large. Hence a neceſſity ap- 
pears to ariſe that every poſſible exertion 
thould; be made to obtain à numerous and 
reſpectable attendance of the real Friends to 
che propoſed Reformation of Parliament; not 
only to ſecure that molt effential paint, which 
after the repeated declaration of the ſenti- 
ments of the County of Vork might ſeem 


E 
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any inſidious motion which the Adlierents of 
the Ariſtocratical Combination may endeavour 
to connect with the intended Petition. 
It would be to the Friends of this meaſure: 
matter of great ſatisfaction and enco 
ment, if your Lordſhip ſees it in the ſame 
point of view; and I ſhould be happy, my 
Lord, to wait upon you at any time for a 
more particular explanation of my ſentiments, 
or any farther communication which it any 


be in my power to make. 


I have: the honour to be, 
My Lor d, | of 
| Your moſt obedient - 
humble rand 
. WYVILL, 


* 
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Paper X. 
Letter from the Rev. C. WryizI. to Wits 


7 DAN Br, Eſq; Sheriff of the County 
of York. 


Dear Sir, 


AM happy to have received from the 
Weſt-Riding, information of our Friends 
there having reſolved to ſend you a Requiſi- 
tiom to call the County together; and not leſs 
ſo, to be aſſured of your unchangeable zeal 


 Neinort's HorzL, Ja. 17. 1785. | 


for the Conſtitution, and your intention to 


. with ſuch Requiſition, as abſolntely 


neceſſary, 
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eee the preſent ſituation of affairs, to 
give efficacy to the virtuous attempt of "the 
Miniſter m riſore it; in its pennine ſpirit. 

I find the Weſt· Riding Gentlemen are diſ. 
poſed to mention to you the 21ſt inſtant as a 
proper day for the Meeting! I have repre · 
ſented to them the various reaſons of policy 
which occur to me as pointing to a later day, 
but I'fear they may not appear ſufficiently con- 
\incing. I therefore beg leave to aſſure you, 
that I am indnced to wiſh for the appointment 
of the 31ſt inftant, or the tit of February, (if 
certainly within the period of your Shrievalty) 
not only on account of the inferior conſidera- 
tions of convenience reſpecting the Coun _ 
Meeting itſelf, and the better probability of 
ſucceſs at it, but alſo on :accobnt of reaſons of 
vaſtly greater magnitude, which, from late 
conyerfation; and the e beſt intelligence able 
to obtain, I am ſatisfied do ſtrongly” om- 
mend the lateſt day in your power be 
As i would be improper. to enter into an e 
planatiun of theſe reaſons} or the authority 
en Gch bald cem Laden only Vd if ever 
you and the other diſintereſted Friends of the 
Public placed any degree of confidence in my 
integrity and judgment, I beg you to be 
aſſured it is mot on flight grounds 1 molt; ear. 
neſtly gntreat, that the lateſt day, clearly 
indiſputably within your / Shrievalty may be 


the day fixed. Ido, not | exaggerate in 


ſaying, that perhaps the: fate of the Great 
Queſtion, and of thoſe ho ſo nobly ſupport 
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it; may be involved in the deciſion of *this 
dincult ). oi et voss i 
When bave tbe pleaſure to ſee yon, I will 
explain myſelf clearly and fully, and have not 
2 doubt you will approve my earneſtneſs on 
this occaſion. Jam . % ie vgs 
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1 FIND it is of the greateſt pere 
the eſſect we wiſſi produced on Parllament, 
that the Meeting ſhould be not only aſturithe 
25th of January, but even as late as'the term 
of the preſent Shrievalty will admit. You will 
eaſily: conceive this cannot with'propriety be 
more fully explained. But if ever my: inte- 
ity had any weight with you and dur other 
ellent Friends, it is on this occaſion 1 Wiſnt 
von to truſt me when I aſſure you upon 
far better authorĩty than my own, and a 
much ſuperior judgment, that it is eſſential 
to obviate the greateſt difficulties attending 
the queſtion, to let Parliament meet before us 
| . 
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a5 lohR 86 the date off Mrs Danby's Shrievalay 
will alle w that Yorkſhire ſhould not meet all 
the g iſt inſt, or the zſt of Februamy, God 


grant - you ſucceſs, my firm and faschn 
n nid 12d ow 


Ever your's 15h bag * 21 
tt WK 2 2281 0 1100 WWI. L. 
181 % of Flom 28801 J eIMO71270 „His! 

di tv ante 31501 ofty vd ien er 1s: * 


r Ain r i ENT ESDIIENTS 
«202 lies e # 1 1 5 ae | 
& 061 nm! 
. "_ 
ee, Ki. a 
t 0 8. Al: 9 


Letter pores the Rev. C. Wer 0 Ir Rev. 
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03 G! 
[* RECEIVED. your's, 20 Mr, Too 
Letter Jaſt night, but being e 
a Merchant of the, City in; contravi 
to get 22 Body to aſſiſt, 1 h 

wer either of you, neither. hays 
op to ſay much more than that I am 
heartily glad the bold meaſure of a Meeting 


is determ d'on, ' Fe one peg? 


„ech upon all oceaions. the Editor bad found 
$1:/onally, he truſts, he now ſhould find him, 2 
variation of their e. ſentiments, and their; 
ference of conduct, during the laſt ten years. The Editor 
reflects with fatisfaQtion on 1 long tion, in a juſt and 
9 rſuĩt, in the courſe of which received from Mr. 
T e cot nies of his eſteem and confidence; and be 
ſtill feels aſure in acknowledgin 
virtuous Reform was indebted to his 
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dem 


and prudent ſupport. 
more, 


how much the Cauſe of 
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more, if you and Mr. Duncombe; and ſotne 
other Friends, were nearer my opinion. I am 


far from faying or thinking there are not 1 


diffiewhies and ſome riſque attending this mea- 


ſure. But | think I perceive hazards on every 
ſide; and when that is the caſe, I am for 
ang the/hardy part to face danger, and be 
fairly overcome, if that muſt be our fate, ra- 
ther than periſh by the mere effect of inacti. 
vity, and increaſing diſcouragement, its cer- 
rain conſequence in all popular buſineſs. But, 
in truth, I do hope in Yorkſhire we ſhall ſuc- 
ceed; in many other e we ſnall be well 
ſupporteds Jarvy W-..\ 

I aw Mr. Pitt ow, to whom the intelli 

ce * | communicated laſt night had given 
pleature. I have truly ſtated objections, diffi- 
culties, hazards; but he is undiſmayed, and 
reſolved to meet them all; and though it 
muft e ee aſevere conflift, i do hope 
he will ERR: 8, . 
People's aſſiſt t down O 2255 om 
re is jt Hor rms ; 17 ty 


' mY | = wo 1 C. W VII. 


1, © Thisi bs Requifuion had, en ebe 
on by the Peres of Parliamentary Reform in Yorkſhire, requeſt- 


t he Sheriff o fi the Frecholders to a General Meeti 
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expreſſiing, as far as you can, the approbation 
of the Miniſter to the meaſure. I will give 
you: my reiſpns for this hen we meet at 
York. On the whole, I depend greatly on 


the political folly of our opponents; they 
have it in their pbwer greatly to obſtruct Ad. 


miniſtration ; but I think they will either not 
k 5 a of 1 e ering) viz. that tHe den 


- it, 5.905 it ſillily, on the preſent opp 
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of \HOUGH T beve 46 {ha haves to be 
Ait. perſonally know to Lordſhip, I 
am W take the liberty to commumicatt the following 
Sg MY intelligence, becauſe, unteſs Iltadt been greatly 
wer WW mifiafbr med as to your ſentiments on the ſub- 
will ject of Political Reformation, and your ho- 
the nourable and unreſerved conduct in ſupport 
hing of thoſe ſentiments, the intelligence will give 
you you pleaſure; and alſo, becauſe an early com- 
iy © munication to the Biſhop of Landaff of Mr. 
„ Fis manly and unequivocal avowal of his in- 
tention reſpecting that ſubject, may be of the 
greateſt conſequence to the ſucceſs of his in- 
tended meaſure, if your Lordſhip ſhould deem 
this an occaſion on wich your influence and 
authority at Cambridge, and in the neigh- 
var douring County, may be properly exerted in 
Nl Dad 2 favour 


44 
favour of the General Queſtion of Parliament- 
Reformation. In a late interview with 
Mr. Pitt, I have been authoriſed by him to 
declare, that he means to bring that ſubject 
before the Houſe of Commons as early as poſ- 
ſible in the enſuing Seſſion; that he will ſup- 
port the intended propoſitions to the utmoſt 
of his ſtrength, and exert his whole power 
and credit, ar. a Man and as a Miniſter, bo- 
nefily and boldly, tq carry ſuch a meliorated 


- Hſtem of Repreſentation as may place the 


Conſtitution on a footing of permarent-ſecu- 
rity, -I am happy to add, zelt the Duke of 
Richmond perfectly agrees with Mr. Pitt as 
to the moſt adviſable means of _—_ a Re- 
formation of Parliament. a 
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Sir, 7, 224g e Iq: Iris 1rd 


1 THINK myſelf much indebted 60 ou. Aer 
the honour of Jour Letter of yeſterday, 
and take the earlieſt opportunity of expreſſing 
to yon, without reſetve, my ſentiments on 
the ſubje& of it. ENTITY NY 1 
Mr. Pitt's agreeing to ſupport the meaſting 
of a Parliamentary Reform as a Man, pleaſes 
me very well, and I believe him to be honour- 
able and ſincere in the declaration Which he 
has made; but I am not pleaſed with the de- 
ſign of ſupporting it'as Miniſter; for | am 
lo great an enemy to influence over Parlia- 
ment, that I deteſt its exertion even in a 
cauſe which I approve ; and in a cauſe'of this 
conſequence, if its fucteſs be not derived from 
the full conviction of thoſe who are to decide 
on its merits, Ithink it ought not 2 n 
at all. an 
The General Queſtion of a Parliamentary 
Reformation has my warmeſt wiſhes for a 
favourable iſſue to its diſcuſſion, but I'am not 
ſanguine in my hopes of ſeeing much good 
reſulting to the Conſtitution from any mode 
of Reformation which I have yet heard of, 
nor am I able (though I have often ſpeeulated 
upon the ſubject) to deviſe any plan which 1 
D d 3 myſelf 


( 422 ) 


myſelf durſt venture to propoſe as likely to 
anſwer the end in view. Nothing is wanted 
but a Parliament in which every Individual 
would decide in the Houſe of Commons, on 
the concerns of 'the Nation, with as much 
impartiality as a Juror decides in a Court of 
Juſtice on the concerns of his Fellow- Citizens 
but this impartiality can never be expected to 
take place, whilſt there are ſuch powerful 
weights as Avarice and Ambition to incling 
men's judgments to one ſide. The mode of 
Corruption may be changed, byt Corruption 
itſelf will remain as long as there is ſo much 
public wealth to be diſtributed, and fo many 
public honours to be diſpoſed of amongſt the 
Members of the Houſe of Cm z, and their c 
Conneaians,, Y 

0 

P 


The manner of eleding the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the time for 
which! they are to be elected, are ſubjects on 
which men's minds are much divided. I eon- 
| Gder/them. as matters of importance only ſo 
| far as they contribute to; the introducing of 
1 boneſt and independent Members into the 
| Houſe, and to the keeping them fo whilſt 
| they fit there. And hence I am not one of 
| _ thoſe who would fickle for the abſtract right 
of every Individual having a vote in the elec- 
| tiog, nor for the ancient practice of having a 
new Parliament every year, provided the in- 
tegrity of Parliament could be obtained by 
| any other means, I freely own to you, that 
| 1 tear this end will never be obtained to any 
| Elutary extent, by any means whatever: other 


means, 


(44) | 
means, however, of doing all that is poſſible, _ 
may perhaps be thopght. of, leſs obnoxious to 
cavil and miſconſtruction than either the ex- 
tenſion of the right. of voting do every Indi- 
vidual, or the reſtriction ofthe; duration of 
Parliament to a ſingle year. 

Wich reſpect to any influence which I may 
be ſuppoſed to have either in the Univerſity 
or in the County, it is too ſmall to be men- 


tioned, eyen if my ſituation would: allow N 
with decency, to exert it in ſthe manner I d 
on a former occaſion, when the calamity. of 
the American War gave it an energy which 
it could not have now | ſhall. not, however, 
be backward in embracivg any opportunity 
of ſignifying my intention to coneur with 
thoſe who, in a legal and peaceable. way, ſhall 
on this, or on any future occaſion, attempt to 
acure a Reformation of nn 2 
I have the honour to bee. 
With den efteem, 116 Nn 
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T 2 7 your Hſpe@idniw Copy of a 


Letter, dited December 22d, 1784, which 
I had the honeur to receive from your Lord. 
ſhip. in apſwer to a Letter of mine, communi- 
cat ing tlle declaration which Mr. Pitt had au- 
thoriſed me to make, of his intention, in the 
courie of that Seſſion, to move Parliament to 


reform the Repreſentation of the People. 


think your Lordſhip's anſwer contains ſenti- 
ments which every man of integrity muſt ap- 


prove, and ſuggeſts the conſideration of diff 


culties attending the purſuit of Political Re- 
for mation, which, without damping the zeal 


of Reformero, thay .powerfully incline, them 


to moderation. in” ſehen plans. Your Letter, 
therefore. appears to me to be written exact: 
ly with that temper and judgment which fit 
it to do good in the preſent ſtrange, unſettled 


times, when the Public feels the enormous in- 


creaſe of the Influence of the Crown, without 
dafing to complain of it, and when nearly all 
men ſee that there is a neceſſity for Political 
Retormation, ai.d yet almoſt no man dares to 


recommend it. The appearance of that Let- 


ter, even without the weighty ſignature of 
| your 


PHnaOgmyt-_oow wm, AS: Mr oo ie nn ES 


Reformation 


(43) 
your Lordſhip, in the" Value ee 


wich Jam preparing to publiſh, mi 
bly have à beneficial effect. I may 
to add, that it would alſo ſtand in e peer 
place among Papers written with a ſimilar 
view, which I received, in the eourſe of my 
correſpondence, from other diſtinguiſhed 
Friends of Conſtitutional Liberty. Hut ſtill 
hope your Lordſhip, on peruſing it, will fee 
no objection to permit the publication of your 
Letter in my intended Volume, mib your 
ſignature annexed, whence ſentiments fo much 
to be approved will Wd W oe adds 
tional weight. 

But there are der abel — 
this requeſt, which” muſt not be concealed 
from your Lordſhip. In my Letters commu- 
nicating Mr; Pitt's intention to Gentlemet iti 
many parts of the Kingdom, the "expreſſion 
uſed or intended to be uſed, was, that he 
would ſupport the Cauſe of Reformation 
* bongftly' as* Miniſler. “ On inſpectin TD 
Copy of my Letter to your! Lordſhip," 
found the word “ hone/Hy”-is there. ie Jad ex- 
preſſion was mine, not Mr. Pitt's; and it was 
deſigned to conYey that idea which eehverſü- 
tion with him had recently impreſſed upon 
my mind, 'viz. that whatever weight er in- 
fluence his official ſtarxion gave bim, that 
weight and influence he was determined to 
employ in a manner conſſſlent with integrity, 
and 1 to promote the Cauſe of 

therefore-requeſt your Lord- 


ſhips permiſſion to publiſh your Letter, ad- 
thenticated 


r AE — . 


art explanatory Note to this effect may be 


niem 
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thenkieated wich yqur-name, in order that a 


ſwhjained to it, By thus putting the rectitude 
of his conduct on this occakion paſt all doubt, 
I wiſh; to do juſtiee to Mr. Pitt, and your 
permiſian, will fur niſſ for it * ih co 
opportunity: 

Þalſg wiſh to haya the fame convenient op · 
portunity to da juſtice tg myſelf; for this mil 
goneeptien mult neceflarily implicate my cha- 
racter with Mr. Pitt's. If he could be juſtly 


rupt Means t carry a favourite. meaſure, 1 
ſhould be liable to a ſimilar condemnation for 
having expreſſed or implied my.,approbation 
of that intention. I aſſure your Lordihip, that 
a declaration of ſuch intention, from any man 
whatever, would have met, not nay approbar 
nan, hut my direct and unqualified eenſure, 
To prevem or rectify, any miſtake iqjurious 
to my character in this reſpec, the printing 
of your Lordſhip's Letter in the manner deſi- 
red, with dhe ſeries. of Letters relaing to 
Mr. Pitt's declaration, will afford the ſicteſt 


d ccaſiog. It is your wiſh; no doubt, that the 
character of Mr. Pitt may, where it can, be 


cleared, I am alſa fully ſatisſied that yau are 
equally diſpoſed to lend your aſſiſtance, that 
juſtice may be done, whether it concerns the 
reputation of 2 great Stateſman, or that of the 
humbleſt Iudividual. But when the ſame 
courteſy will furniſh the beſt meavs of juſtifi- 
cation to both, I flatter myſelf your Lordſhip 


wil "_ an increaſed 9 ta conſent, 
Vour 


eonſured, as having intended to employ cor- 


ö 
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Letter bw "the Rev. C. Wrvitt to 6 he, 
Biſhop oe ST, ASAPH, . 


Nate Horz. Dee. 24» 1784. 
My Lord, , | 
ra? 


I AM authorifad by Mr. pit t to docking that 
lie will bring the ſubject of Parliamentary 
Reformation before the Houſe of Commons 
as carty as poffible in the next Ser; that 
he will ſupport his intended Propoſitions to 
the utmoſt of his ſtrength; and that he will 
exert his whole power ang credit, as a Man, 
and as a Miniſter, hongſily and boldly, to Ey 
ſuch a meliorated fyſtem of Repreſentation 
as may place the Conſtitution on a footipg of 
permanent ſecurity. 


Jam bappy, my Lord, to communicate thi 
intelligence, . hecauſe I am confident it wi 


' ® 'The Biſhop to” this leer grwtifed/ rs Kdidvs eim 
bis conſent. HEY ad — manner. He och bi 

1 Me 
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give 


f h bted for nity 
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( 428 ) 
give pleaſure to your Eortifhips and to every 


other firm and unqtieſtibnäble Friend to the 


Conſtitution, in its genuine ſpirit; for the re- 
covery of which notkipg ſeems now to be 


wanted but à timely regular, and vigorous 


exertion of the Pebple at large. Not 
knowing the Dean of St. Aſaph's Addreſs in 
Hampfiire take the liberty to trouble your 


Lordſhip with the-inctofed-Lerter for him; 


and at the ſame time I congratulate you, with 


the moſt ſincere cordiality, . on his defeat of 


the late groundleſs and K e proſecu- 
tion. 
I have the honour to bee. 
With high reſpork, 
My Lord, 1184 
"your Lordſhip s moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


t, Gelee C. WXVII. 
j TLELEP i a IE 
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Lever fo. ne We of ST. Azary to the 
n 1 0 Weise 


Mer. Sir, 


FEEL myſelf much obliged for the intel- 
ligence you gave me of Mr. Pitt's moſt 
ſerious intentions to move for a Reform in 
the Repreſentation of the People, that valu- 
able part of the Conſtitution which gives us 
the rank of Freemen. Such intentions are 
very 
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very rare are N ig a firſt | 
niſter, and I heartiſywiſb. him ſucceſo ß but 
muſt own, that upon this ocaſion myqviſhes 
are much ſtronger than my hopes, ;,& me 
fear that the power of ſerving i his; 
which Mr. Pitt poſſeſſed laſt Seſlion, , is now 
very much diminiſhed, if not entirely. loſt. 
His principal Friends in the Cabinet will give 
aſſiſtance with a better will to increaſe the 
Power of the Crown, than to reſtore the 
Ri of 'the Pi le. elne bar a NN 

or my part, I adhs gie mnyt febl 
ſupport to motions that tend ſo clear] 'to;the 
Public 0G Nr. 57 145 g ö 
come. I intend to vote, if I e opportunity 
for Mr. Pitt's Bill or Reform, and Mt) Fons 
Bill to reſtore the Rig his of Jorymen z. and 
ſhall think more highly 6f thoſe Getitlemen, 


if, upon this occaſion, each. of theny Jhould 


ſupport the otherꝰs meaſube, M407 57» bs 


Give me leave toaſſure you, that Tice 3 par 


ticular ſatisfaction in addreſſing myſelf · to — 


public character, whoſe integrity Was beper 
yet called in queſlion, and that 1 am, wνche 
reſpect that is due to ſo ee a 1 
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JTefs and very thalleivus. preſecution of my 
Ben, who, in my Lr has doſerved 
well ofthis Cen. If us M 
peur War vir Ile nyun, We thinks 
dumſelf e % itntirled Wo! the moſt 
virulent and the moſt- indecent! mare of that 
walice and he does nohohout to Mr. Pitt'b 
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—ç How inconſiſtent with this rule has bebfti-the chHdt 
of Britain during the laſt ten years? Hew has the ſuffered from 
the Ex-Minifter that worſt humiliation, the ation of her 
moral ehiradter, tam w rd ſe Al the vile paſſions of hu- 


man in ai of his attempt to compel a powerful, inde- 
cnt Nw | 
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FE ene 
e the Minn patriotie- Son: bad been 
for a Libel, 


the proſecution had been grounded on 
; 7 he had taken in publiſhing or diſtributing a Dialogue 8 
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To Ba. 


the Dean eiter den, ys 
who defrayed Wh Wer expch#4 
bak eee 
jt bee 

1 


darch HARA 
ALL 
rhe Dialogtic 
tention, and therefore they could not conſcientioufly find him 
guilty of having maliciouſly publiſhed it. Their verdiR, in the 
guage of Lawyers, was /pecia/; that is, they found the Dean 
guilty of pab/l;fhing only. The matter ended on a motion in arreſt 
of judgment, or for a new trial, 


conduct of the Flintſhire Jury, on this occafion, E iere- 


ſolute, and their verdiR, in the jud t of common ſenſe, was 
abſurd, Yet their irreſolution and abſurdity probably led the way 
to that reſtoration of the Rights of Juries which was ſoon after 
Ktal$6d fta Parliament, by the joint efforts of Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Erſkine, aſſiſted by the * Earl Camden, the Miniſter 
himſelf laudably conſenting to the meaſure. 47% 
Yet after the Right to judge of the Law as well as the Fact, in 
matters of Libel, as in other criminal caſes, had been reſtored to 
Juries, they have been induced, in theſe later and worſe times, to 
conviR accuſed Perſons againſt the expreſs proviſions of the Law, 
in caſes in which a guilty intention, eſſential to conſtitute crimi- 
nality, neither was proved, not could poſſibly exiſt f. When 
Jurors thus timorouſly or corruptly betray the Rights of the Public, 
id Leges, ribus vanæ 
The Ed hs Celoſs t Now jelpoal proſecution of 
itor cannot cl is the 
the Dean of St, Aſaph, without odperting to 1 ſatistaction which 
mY. ca r in the patriotiſm and the deliverance of 
his Son, and the rifing reputation of his accompliſhed Son-in-Law. 
In the Dean, he lived to ſee with happineſs a Son throughly im- 
bued with his own generous ſentiments, ſharing bis anxiety to 
cloſe the Civil War, and feeling his zeal to ſupport Conftitutional 
Liberty, even then 8 the growing corruption of the 
Times; and when ſingled out for proſecution, ſuſtaining the at- 
tack of Power with becoming fortitude, and in effect GEES by 
his Country.—In Sir William Jones be had the higher felicity to 
behold a Son - in- Law poſſeſſing ſimilar ſentiments, endowed with a 
rare aſſemblage of great virtues and great talents, and faſt advanc- 
ing to the foremoſt ranks of fame, He was indeed a Man formed 


+ The Juries who in +79y Scquitted Mr. Horne Tooke and his Aﬀsclates 
of the charge of High Treaſon, muſt be excepted from this cenſure. In faQ, 
they deſerve high commenc ation. | 
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"Paper IL. wie 
Letter from * Rev. C. Wevixk! ho Wurlan 
KAY 71 V4auGuan, 5 i 


| AM authori iſed by-Mr. Pitt-to-allert, that 
he will bring the de of Parliamen 
Reformation before, the Houſe of Commons 
as early as poſſible in the approaching Seſſion; 
that he will ſupport his intended propoſitions 
to the utmoſt of his power and credit, as 4 
ay and 47 4 Miniſter, Bongſtly and boldly, to 

ſuch a meliorated ſyſtem of Repreſenta- 
tion as may place the Conſtitution on a foot- 
ing of permanent ſecurity. 


I amv happy; Bir, to communicate i 


gence which d truſt will be ſatis factory to ou, 


and to Every ather: firm and unqueſtionable 
Friend to the Liberty of the People; ant A 
can venture to aſſure you, from recent gomis 
murieation with many reſpeQable Gentlemen 


in Yorkthire, that it is highly probable, HA 


Metropolis and the County of Middleſex 


would be heartily diſpoſed. bi Pekitlen th Pare 
lament, or in any other proper mode 20 


28 132 14901 Ee teſtify 
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warp their ſentiments in favour of the Gene- 
ral Bus eflion of Parliamentary Reformation, or 
: Pitt's Specific Plan, when known, a 
ir th effort wil be made by the County 
of York, in co-operation with thoſe reſpe&- 
able Bodies, to give effectual ſupport to that 
neceſſary meaſure, the, Improyement of our 
Repreſentation. * 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 4c. 
1 Y our moſt faithful and 
obedient humble ſervant, 
. WYVILL. by 


v1 
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Letter fron the Rev. C. Wood to Wikia 
VAUGHAN, Eſq. 181 

3 V. 

NxxoOr's nora Kine-Sraxrr, sr. 1 — 

oY , December 25. 1376 4+, 2 

| sie, 5 IIA 


— is the opinion Th of 3 
J cious Friends; whom I have hab an oppor- 
tunity to eonſult ſince I wrote to yon that the 
Publication of Mr. Pitt's intention reſpecting 
the Reformation of. Parliament; would be, for 
ſome time} an extreme diſadvantage to the 
3 r N N __ the 
| 2tSHhLi AM f < 11. Letter 

c ions of wi a . a fimilar, . 
— —— 0 It 2. 1 
Vin 2 4 intelligence 


4 
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intelligence can hardly be too much cireulated 


in private, I muſt entreat' you to conſider my 
Letter of yeſterday as not intended for —_— 


inſpection. I am Yo nk 
Sir, = ge in; 31 om 
With great reſpect, 27 or 
VLVour moſt Raichful 00 
W ogye 3 ſervant, | A 


e. 


| 7 1. 3 
Letter m the Rev. C. Wirges to Gran 
VILLE SHARPE, Eq. 


Dear Sir, a 
A? you ſeemed inclined this morning at 
my ſuggeſtion to wait upon the Lord 
Mayor, Mr. B. Watſon, and Mr. Le Meſurier, 
to communicate Mr. Pitt's late generous, de- 
claration on the ſubje& of Parliamentary Re- 
form, I thinł it proper to aſſure you, in en 
that I have no objection to your giving ea 
of thoſe Gentlemen a copy of my Letter to 
you, containing that declaration. 
Lalſo think you may with great truth and 
propriety obſerve to them, that as the buſineſs 


A duplicate of this Letter was ſent to Mi, 8 
nw 1 But the ſecret was too widely entruſted to 
N kept long; indeed it was un that it ſhould, and the 
Liitor fordere to exjoin ſec to his 


e 2 Ks of 


Nr nor's Horz, Dec. 27, 1784; | : 


— ——— —U— . — — — — — 
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of Political Reformation has bean taken up by 
a Miniſter who has ſhewn himſelf a Friend to 
the Oonſtitution in all its branches, the appre- 
henſion of danger from Innovation add a de- 
fire to puſh Reformation too far, which for- 
merly was the principal objection to our pro- 
poſal, ſeems now to be done away. 
Beyond this general ohſor vation, I own I 
ſee nothing which can be urged with propri- 
ety to reinforce Mr. Pitt's declaration, and in- 


' duce thoſe Gentlemen to rake an active part 
in favour of Parliamentary Reformation in the 


City of London. On ſuch an opcaſion, argu- 
—_— merely of a conjectural nature would 
be thought, and perhaps "RO to deſerve 
but little attention. I am, 
Dear Sir, 
With great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, | 
C. WYVILL. * 


Mr. Granville Sha 5 6 deſcendant of ee 
Se. from whom he ſeems to bave inherited, with all his piety 
and zeal for En ogliſh Proteſtavtiſm, a double * of intrepidity 
and zeal in the Cauſe of Civil Liberty. Mr. G. Sharpe was, and 
Aill is, no dawbt, an andent Advocate for a more extended an of 
Reformation than that propoſed by Mr. Pitt. He ſtrenupuſſy con- 
_ for —.— Parkaments, and the repeal of - _ 

Statutes o the VIch. Vet — dently rt 
— nn perhaps haps, .that t more — 2 then 
attainable by any 2 and peaceful efforts; and ſuch alone 
were the means he eret would Ae the. only means; which 

d have ſuited the mildneſs of his character. 
exertions of Mr. G. "Sas in Pet of the o mee — 
cans entitle him to the bi raiſe: be deſerves to 
one of the moſt humane of a of mankind. 


ee Iv. 
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| Nr Horn. Dee. 31, OO 
Sir, 10 


. 5 t ri. LD 1 
A you have had the poor . 4⁰ * 
your ſentiments to me on the 
of Popular Meetings, eſpecially in the County 
of Suffolk, on the preſent oecaſion i have no 
heſitation to declare my own with equal 
frankneſs, convinced the Cauſe: of the People 
can only be promated by a general and unre+ 
er ved communication between the Friends of 
that Cauſe in . ange. werte 1 _ —_ 
dom 

Fam free td — — en is, thas Met 
Pitt's late ſpiriteuj declaration forms: the very 
criſis of the Cauſe, and that every poſſible 
effort ought now to be made 0 obtain a time: 
ly and vigorous ſupport, at County 


to the General — of nenen ** | 


formati > iGo 

If the Miniſter had not unde ad 
tion I have had the honour to communicate, 
the ſilence. of the People might have been leſs 


diſadvantageous. It might — vorn the con 


ſtruction which you and other Gentlemen ſup» 


pole, as if they truſted the declarations of - 
their ſenſe upon the ſubject to a former Houſe 


of Parliament, would be conſidered by this, 
But th, avowal of Mr. Pitt's purpoſe will be 
| Ee3 under- 


— — — ͥꝗ́ꝙ ö l — — —— ſ— — — 
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underſtood by both the Friends and the Ene- 
mies of Political Reformatian as a very diſtinct 
and a very reſolute. Call upon the People to 
aſſemble, and to expreſs their ſenſe upon the 
ſubject. And if no ſuch Popular Aſſemblies 
ſhould be held, or a few Counties only ſhould 
meet, and in a feeble voice expreſs their wiſh 
for Reformation, the argument formerly uſed 
would be repeated with tenfold' force, 'Why 
ſhould Parliament obtrude upon the Public an 
innovation not at all deſired by the Public, or 


deſired by a very inconſiderable part of it? 


A ſubſtantial change in the Legiſlature of our 
Country, however neceſſary it may be, cannot 
be carried by languid and intermitted exer- 
tions; it is a hardy propoſal that can only 
ſucceed. by the firm and unwearicd perſeve- 
rance of the People, aided by the powers of 
Government itſelf. Nothing ſhort of their 
united ſtrength ſeems equal to the taſk of 
overpowering that 1 
factious, and corrupt Men will oppoſe to every 
Propoſition of Reform which can be ſug- 
geſted. le Nene, . end 4 . . 
Such is the opinion I have fo of the 
expediency, and even 'abſotute"nEceſſity, at 
this critical juncture, to animate the People 
by the moſt vigorous exertions, in every part 
of the Kingdom, and to engage their afliſtance, 


not to the "Miniſter, but to their own Cauſe, 


which the Miniſter has eſpouſed. To corre& 
abules in the Repreſentation of the People; is 
profeſſedly one principal object of his Admi- 


niſtration. It is an object of the greateſt mag- 
| nitude 


— — — —— — — — 
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vitude' which any Knee eh. i ee 
of the moſt extenſive utility which the Public 
can ſupport; fin it is evident, that unleſs 
the ſpirit of the Conſtitutiot can be reſtored 
by a ſubſtantial imptvement in that funda». 
mental ' article, the Liberty of the Nation is 
held by a precarious tenure; and all our 
Rights and Lidertier muſt remain in a ſtate of 
imminent peril, expoſed to deſtruction, as re- 
cent experience has taught us, from the for- 
midable power of the Crown: on one 
and of the Atiſtocrity on the der- 
That theſe obvibüs truth may make an 
impreſſion on the People, that the increaſed 
probability of ſucceſs may rouſe them from 
their preſent inſenſibility, and engage them tg 
ſupport the Cauſe of Political Rotor og 
with vigour /in many Counties ſeems hard 
to admit a doubt. Already their ſpirit "is . 
riſing; in'this Metroplis, here all the Friends 


of the Conſtitution as far ab I have been i 


formed, are agreed in the policy of making 
one great and general effort to ſupport the 
Improvement of our Repreſent atio: 
1 am happy to add, from recent informa- 
tion from Yorkſhire; that a Requiſition to the 
Sheriff for that purpoſe is juſt reſolved; o 
there. How far this may. be practicable 
Suffolk; I do not preſume to jadge, much 
leſs to put any conjecture of mine in eotriþss 
tition with your better opihiom I only beg 
leave to ſuggeſt; that continued inactivity is 
death to any popular enterpriſe; and bold and 
ee ie gies ce ere 


— 


| ( 449.) 
hardy meaſures alone can give us a — 
N Reformation of alan, 


Lam, 0. with great reſpect, 
. Vour molt obedient 


* Letter e the Rev. Dr. Cowees to — 


1 92 an 8 Ne E 
5 ; 4 * A 1 ele 
2169" e e 105. 

I I! 5 9104 TLi 
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ESTEEM mytelf met obliged to you 
fon your communication of Mr. Pitt's in- 
tention to bring forward in the next Seſſions 
ſame propoſitions relative to a Parliamentary 
Reform; hat ſome meaſure is neceſſary to 
ſeeure the attachment af the Repreſentatives 
to the Repreſented, in oppoſition ta the bias 
they may acquire to a preſent; late, or future 
Minitter, I think no cabband impartial: ob- 
ſexver can — who has not forgotten the 
progreſs of the American War, and receilects 


the violence of a late party. The attempt is 


certainly worthy of Mr; Pitt's uncammon 
ahiſities, and ſui mere ſingular rectitude of 
hast. I maſt, however, at the fame time, 
ingenuouſly coefeſs, that 1 have ſtrong objec- 

tions againſt — plans I have ſeen propo- 
40 for CAT Yang! moſt deſirable purpole 


into 


1 * 8 


Neersen 1 1 


SFS Tas S8 r 
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into execution. I was, i I ſhould ere 
now have found Ne! to have pu my objec- 
ar 


tions together, and to hat t ed t 
to you, otherwiſe I had not fo long deferred 


the acknowledgment of the receipt of your 
tavour. As ſoon as a multiplicity of buſineſe 
will gire me leiſure, I will wen e 5 
un them toy. 
Pa 1 an, Sr, with mach reſpect, oꝗ . 
+194; 0: "Your moſt ana 
e bamble — 
AM 4. 41 1.16 We. 


"4 4668 
which had ae 16 ae It is 


12 for teſore, whether he ought to be con · 
ſidered 27 92 — 2 who, from the- with more 
de — — — ho — _— 
„er 46 2 —— - cav at 0 2 
ay on of the Reformes, ＋ Popular Rights were 
no o a 
tis ind of dhe Mijoifter, — would have endured to te- 
geive, Reform. The man who admitted that ſome meaſure is ne- 
ceffary to ſecure the attachment of the Repreſenrative to the Re- 
ted, ſeems not 10 have been an Enemy to the Rights of che 
8 Vet it Princip conccive, that the man, who. wrote the 
. | the Z ir, Tape inciþles Government was in reality a Price 
Gs Ad — — & 
conjrove t ons of Burke on 
9 Tee 5 en er with zeal ; and 70 
the book alloded to, d — onal — - the Sac, chores 
and the Detendews-pt; 


Fir a No . 1 Tarr fleet, 2. be 2 is 8 - 


marked with the faults which —— 
deform the pages of ondicary 8 In i Dr. 
is treated with peculiar b for 1412 Cowper was a learn 
an acute, — a zealots Chojet ag accuſtomed to dHiſputs- 
tion, and more eager to ——2 dan —_ to conrigce his 
101 


Qpponents, It ig but juſtice, however Comper; 10 
knowledye, that here ny: age 15 bis Book ae the E 
ceaſed Dr. John 5. h/ if titten with a 4 binds warath 


of affection whic! * and the continual oppoſition af their 


ſenti had not able to ſubdue. In A . juſtice to the 
aries rho nas character o Dr. J. Jchb he did ervdit'es 
P, aper VI. 


. it kuery plin of Rübe 


, 
* 
—— 2 — — - 
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Le e Dar, El; tothe . 
2 e Wryirr. Fry 1043 
Gen tt 7015391 263 -Aethicouny;” Jon. 44b,\ 178; 
lohnt Bip, | © ile Hun op 
AM: very happy at the time Lacknowledg® 
the receipt of your obliging Letter to have 
it in my power to expreſs the perſonal eſteem 
- iy for a Gentleman ho las fo diſintereſt- 
done ſo machi for the Public. Were 
ei wr 8: the general ſpirit of the Counties like 
that of Yorkſhire, or of, the Gentlemen who 
| are the natural Leaders of the. Counties 
E-. like your-own, we ſhould be much nearer that 
1 moſt deſirable object, a Parliamentary Reform. 
Should Mr. Pitt, however, bring it on, and 
in the manner you deſcribe, whatever. may be 
the ſucceſs of the undertaking, all the honeſt ; 
and independent. part of the Nation will 
| have the greateſt obligation to him for the : 
| attempt; and he will ſet an example and l 
ſi 
0 


1 1 


| | ' eſtabliſh a character hitherto. unknown to 
| Miniſters. In the mean - time, whatever may 
| be the event, it is ſomet bg to have ap- e 
| proached ſo near to a generous and elevated m 
| object, and ſomething, to have done all that F 
| human prudence and exertion could do to- h. 
wards preſerving the Liberties of the Nation, ſe 
- You will perceive, Sir, by the /o/emn Aiyle in co 
which I write, that I have no very ſanguine th 
expectations, even from ſo unexpected an ¶ tio 
event as a Miniſter intereſting bimſelf in re- ca 
Liberty to à Nation, To ſpeak my I for 
ſentiments, | 


= 8 8 * P a Bo IS DISD ow EAT 
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fentimenits; and to you I-would ſpeak nothing 


elſe, Peannot conceive it poſſible, that Virtue 
and Liberty ſhould be reſtored to Nation by 
the means of a body ſo radically corrupted a8 
an Engliſh Houſe of Commons. Had that 
body preſerved even as much publio virtue 
as à grain of muſtardi ſeed, the affairs of this 
Nation would not have been reduced ſo low 
as they are at preſent, and, if the corrupti 

of our Repreſentatives has not ſuſſered them 


to effect the eaſy taſk of only preſerving that 


portion of National Liberty which was affert- 
ed for the People at the Revolution, I can 
ſcarcely conceive they will now have the vir- 
tue to undo their own work and gane wa 
they have baſely pilfered.. 

In writing to you upon this en! ſub- 
ject, 1 will take the liberty of mentioning ex- 
plicitiy, that though I have always gone with 
thoſe that aſked the moſt, I have never formed 
any preciſe idea of what alteration would be 
beſt. I never conſidered the event as being 
ſufficiently near to require any great degree 
of accuracy, and were it poſſible ta 
even the ſmalleſt point, 1 ſnhould think it a 
matter of ſo much conſequence to the real 
Friends of their Country, that they would 
have every reaſon to be contented for the pre- 
ſent. For I rather conſider Public Liberty as 
conſiſting in the general ſpirit and exertion of 
the People, than in any pofiuve forms or inſtitu- 


tions, which, however excellent in themſelves, 


can never be kept up a moment without the 
former. — After all, hould ne elſe be done, 
I ſhould 


vritings againſt the Civ 
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I ſhould think that it would be an alteration 
of prodiglous conſequence could the votes be 
taken by diſtricts, and given by ballot; and I 

am very donbrful, (but chat idea I ſubmit with 


the greateſt deference) whether that alteration 


alone would not do more for the People than 


all the reſt without them; but this the Coun- 


wy Gentlemen will uever conſem to. I am not 
quite clear, that reed York- 
ſhire will-conſent, - ++ 4 


Should there be the leaſt motion is ey of 
the neighbouring Counties where I bave a 


right of. attending, I will not Fail, as 4 have 


always done, to expreſs my ſentiments as an 


humble individual; more, the retired manner 


in which I live; my great averſion to all Pubs 


lic Dinners, Aflizes, Elections, Juſtice - Meet - 
ings, and every other kind of Meeting, by 
which Country Gentlemen in general eat and 
drink themtelves into popularity, does not 

allow me to pretend to; but what } can — 
great juſtice pretend to, if my paper will per 
mit, is, 2 dir, an „ 


e and 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
— *FHO. DA. „ 
Paper VI. 


"i . in her beft age could not have a Citizen 
ror — _— — 8 more high- minded tham the Author of 
— in the Country, in moch privacy, but his 


As a public character, he was ardent in ſapport of Liberty, 


2 eloquence as a Writer and as a Oratoy, 


him with the — diſtinguiſhed Advocates in that Cauſe. His 
il Wat with America were much 1 f 


private life was —— of a Sage, temperate, benevolent, go gene- 
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Deli, 4\Yfartt Wicker bog an Rais 


| HAVE received wich particules: heating 
your Letter, and return you my beſt thanks 
for it. I rejoice” to ſind that Mr. Pitt is ſo 
much in earneſt about reforming the Repre- 
ſentation of the Kingdom. No objec furely 
can be more important to a People who' with 
to preſerve Liberty. I had before received 
this information from a friend of Mr. Pitt's; 
and, in conſequence of it, had writ to ſome 
friends in the country, in order to put them 
2 Lagen — for him by Petitions. 

and Weſtminſter will, I doubt * 


47 h tract Hiſtory of Sandford Merton bes heen 
. bonour x7 
Not 


over the Coby Lede an an- 
ruly hots ho was unfortunately thrown and killed. Ad cd to 
his valuable life was thus put, when the- evil A ap- 
proaching in which the aid of his al abilities was wanicd 
maſt to defend the Rights of the inſt the innovations of 
ST People from that 
aljefd proitecien pf Girig, and that ſordid fey XP 
h are unworthy of the Britiſh Character. 
It muft not be omitted, that the plan of Reform propoſal” by 


. ; 


Mr. bitt was approved by . | 


_ Pitt's motion in the Houſe of Commons on that ſubjeR, 
— attended the Meeting at the Thatched Houſe in 17 
much force of eloquence ſu a Reſolution 4 
approbation of Mr. Pitt's meaſure, which, was moved by 0 
1 4 with a view to unite the Reformers on that grou 
Reſolution, however, was rejettod by » coufderable majority. 


1 


* 


att 
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be ardent in the buſineſs; and I am glad to 


learn from you, that Yorkſhire is likely to 


reſume its zeal, This makes me hope ſome- 
thing will be done; for 1 cannot feel any dif- 


fidence with reſpe& to the ſincerity of Mr, 


Pitt's zeal in this inſtance, notwithſtanding 
two objections which I hear often urged 
againſt him, and which indeed I cannot an- 
ſwer; I mean the characters of ore of his 
aſſociates, who are known to be determined 
enemies to Reformation, and his not promot- 


ing a Reformation in Ireland, where the body 


of the people are more alive, and more una- 

nimous than they are hereeee 1 
It ſeems to me ſtrange, that no Miniſter 

has yet taken the path Mr. Pitt ſeems deter- 


mined to take, from political views only, 
Certain it is, that the King would be much 


greater at the head of an independent, honeſt, 
and real Repreſentation of the Kingdom, than 


he is at the head of the preſent Mockery of a 


Repreſentation, which is ſo capable, as he 
found lately, of being turned againſt him; and 
a Miniſter who could exert himſelf to the ut - 
moſt in gaining ſuch a Repreſentation for the 


Kingdom, would be idolized ; and, if turned 


out, would be brought back again, and in 
time, if it appeared that he perſiſted in bis 
efforts, and maintained his integrity, would 
become omnipotent, as Mr. Pitt's father 
. 

beg your acceptance of the Pamphlet 
which will be conveyed to you with this Letter. 
I have printed but a few copies of it, and they 


have 
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n 
have been almoſt all ſent to America. It is 
the fruit of warm conviction 3. but I am afraid 
ſome ſtrong ſentiments in it will need your 


candour. 
Under a ſenſe of your ungutes cha- 
racter and merit, nd with great W [ am, 
1 
% Nane moſt obedient fs 1 TY. 
YI ey 4 
. RICH. Mur. 


P. 8. I find your Links has been podle 
in the papers; but I am entirely ignorant how 
it got there, for that which L had the pleaſure 


of receiving has never been out of my own 
hands, except for about half an hour to be me 
ruſed by one of my neighbours, * . 


Paper VI. 
4 | , 
are 4 ines Letters of his which why Dr 8 22 


believes, were received by the Editor, The candid Reader, who 
has conſidered them with attention, w will robably a ree with him 


in the opinion, that they are written a ſpirit « of moderation 


and affeRion for the Conſtitution, on ics genuine princ 
Put remote by Me. Borke to Dr to If Plano of 
irit imputed r. Burke to Dr. Price. Revolu- 
ton had been floating in his mind ar this time, it is highly pro- 
bable, that ſome mark of di ſlike to the Conſtitution, ſome indi- 
cation of a mind which 5 more extenſive in 
our form of 8 e exprefling that atrocity of 
tempes which could encounter, and even promote the conyulſions of 
This might dave been expel, — 1 
might have ex in | 

Ke rg — Dr. Price — mind muſt have been 
elevated with hope, from Mr. Pitt's recent declaration of ſupport. 
But nothing like it is obſervable; and therefore it is reaſonable 
to conclude, that, at this time, the views of Dr. Price were en- 
fined to improve and | perpetuate the Conſtitution How ſar Dr. 
Price may have approved Republican inſtitutions in countries which 
are in circumſtances more ot leſs 'differnte from thoſe. in Which 


iples, which 


e 3 — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
* | 
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4 8 4497 ' Neznor's Hort, you 766. 
r, | 
ROM the Gebete! in the Houſe of Com- 
mons on Tueſday evening, it is evident; 


that the propoſition intended by Mr. Pitt 
A receive n proper ape that Go- 
x vernment 


ley do his own conjefture, or Ye. Iodine 
conjeRured, perhaps on no better grounds, | But let u be d- 
mitted, for a —ů· that Dr. Price approved the er hag. 
Goverament'o Ameriea ; that he even t t 

neſs was attainable in a ſaeiety ſo conſtitnted — 2 
narchal Government like that of Britain. Yet, i in perfect con- 
fiſtence with this ſuppoſition, he may have been adverſe, in ſpe- 
culation and in practice, to any Republican innovation here. 
He may have —_— t Ser limited Monarchy better adapted to a 
rich, luxurious, extenfive country like this; in which; thongh 


| —yj— — it is yet divided, in fot a & in- 


wich great : he may have thought that « wo- 
dervte Reform wa al that could be hoped, rom . 
reater ges were impracti withou ng 
— . 1 he compete by en fon 
of Geverament whatever, Such may have been the li 
which che queſtion was conſidered, at thir time, by the mi ſor 
Correſpondence, 


here iſhed, eon- 
firms the ſu — 


41 hs fred way —.— 85, how 
is probabi t $ ſentiments in 1 > 
and dee, - Ee, — oe 


cont ex — — the Nation | 


was, letled by Peace, to fu even thar moderate ſcheme 
of Reform which the M iniſtet himelf had brought forward. 

It is true that the more recent Revolution in had re-ani- 
— dee of our moderate Reformers, and Dr. Price had 
them his exukation at the tifing ſpirit of Liberty 
land, and the fall of Deſpotiſm in It may be 
at ſome enthuſiaſtic men had then formed extravagant 


or even 4 ' But, on h- 


grounds, 
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by t Auth authority to wh rb, it ama its exiſtence. HEE ; 


the doctrines of the mot! fincere Deferideis/ of (dur 
from the age of Locke to that of Price. In ſuch wiſhes and opi- 
nions there ig neither reaſon nor qo jon ; and that he 2 
uttered them, forniſhes nb f a pretence to charge 
excellent Man * In times uncommonly 
jealous, the mi ſrepreſentations of his — 

Advetfary, did ſueceed, and in ſuch * — I could bus 
ſucceeded to render Dr. Price an object of 

feeling mind was too, much burt by et of pub infalts ot Is 
Opponent; and. the injuſtice of 3 bis grey hairs . 


ſoon brought with {arrow to the e. He died Y 
— tad Fo —— br J Kan wa do boi 
I Miniſter 
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Whatever. 1 the bbs di SO I 
m Pu Uage [1 85 voor y Freeholders 0 
Cam idgeſhire w found? 'wafiting in 
a juſt and determined 3 a to give their 
concurrence t ſuoh- reaſonabl \Propoſitions 


oh the ſufllec c Refprn s von, Sir, ang the 
other fn —.— e E e bat: mea- 


5 1. Ward ar a County Me 
7 Ii I peak Thus. — 
the ſudject, Fron your zealous attachment 
to the Caule,. and that of a. very confiderable 
F ou "FPrecholdersioehe County; by whoſe 
- zeal, it ers probatig the tet of tlie aa 
| hrlders may-berinduced-to-Loppors the 

Queſtibn, if 4 Generat Meeting ſhow be 
called. l. moll beartily wiſh ſucceſs to your 
exer tions im favour of the Common Pas 


0 


and remain, with great relpect, 5 
. nt al Sir, Ay + Ton l * bg 
* ite e 21 13t; begs: 2 
eit 227849 T7 ne Land eh Evithful 
nom hi co Tr — humble — 405. 
n O46 CH Tis * 5 or 2 (0308744 YV 
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ee ere wats co Tb Honck on the n 
ber, 1784, to communicate Mr. Pitt's — pon" Mr. 
'Holick's beer in reply was dated January -8th, 1785; from 
which, to avoid unneceſſary repetitions, it w ſufficient to in- 


— the following ſhort Extract: The information contained in 
. Paper IX. 
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EFORE I iearnt yd Addreſs from Mr. 
"Hawkins; the Declaratibn Which Mr. Pitt 
allowed me tb make, of his inte ntieh x ſup 
port che bine. bf Parkamentary Reform, 
4. Miniſter "honeſtly and boluly, e the witoſt 
of his per had been thrown into the Pub- 
lid Papers: But though I have been 'antic 
pate ino this vreſpect. by the preeipitanee 6f 
ſome: veabbus, bur miſtaken Friends, I am 
happy forks the earheſt opportuntyb to 
ald you, rhis- manly ſtep of Mr. Pitts his 
— on the Couimy of Vork, 
late in ſbme de — — to the great impor 
& of thelobuſineſs, and the noble dif 
teroldtu zeal of Dyer nappa rare Los 
ſupport it. 190103 46000317 90 19vS1 
{ have juſt received infordtation ru the 
Sheriff of Yorkſhbire;: chat,” at the Requiſition 
of about fourleore:Gentlemen of the County, 


At 


your obliging 1080 of the 20th ult. gave me great pleafure, and 
well agrees with Mr. Pitt's former profeſſions, particularly thoſe 
in a Letter I had the honour to receive from him laſt March; in 
which he ſays, * I beg leave to aſſure you, that my zeal for a Re- 
form in Parliament is by no means abated ; and that I will ever 
exert my belt endeavours to accompliſh that important object. 


Ff 2 | he 


| 
| 
| 
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he has appointed the roth of February for a 
General Meeting of the Freeholders, in order 
to give them an. opportunity to declare their 
ſenle upon the Queſtion of Partamentaty'Re- 
formation. And from am extenſive correſpon- 
dence. in different, parts of Yorkſhire, I feel 
myſelf fully authoriſed to aſſure you, Sir, that 
I cannot entertain a moment's doubt but the 
intended Petition to the Houſe of Commons 
for 4 more equal Repreſentation| will be ſup- 
ported by a greater and a more deciſive ma- 


 Jority of the County, than that Which appeared 


in favour of the ſame Queſtion n any former 
occaſion. It would undoubtedly bega moſt 
encouraging circumſtance, if the Gentlemen 
of Cornwall are diſpoſed to;concur in a ſimilar 
meaſure, and infor mation of that diſpaſition 
could be communicated, o gο,uyquibariiy, to 
the Meeting on the 10th, of February. But 
if matters are not yet advaneed fo far in Conn- 
wall. it would, however, give great ſatisfaction 
to hear the Friends of Political Refor Mat ion 
are uſing their endeavours to ſobtain a Meet 
ang of the County of Cornwall. 
I have the honour to be, 
ne „iir 51111 3779951 Jin enn 
humble Servant, 


1 


C. WYVILL. 
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Letter from We Rev. G; hi to: jour 
Barnes, Big; in; anſwer 10 a. Letter from 
Him, inelgſing one ſuppoſed. 10 be red 


the Rer. Mr, F OSTER, of Cornwall, ,* 
710 1915 a ' 
| arch SET wende Jr an. 


HAVE: no chlection to e Yah my opi- 
nion on the'tbntents of the incloſed Letter 
without reſerve; but I hope that you and 
your Friend from whom that Letter was re- 
ceived, will do me the juſtice to believe I give 
it with diffidence; becauſe'l am aware, there 
may be chr eumſtances of difficulty not ex- 
plained in your Correſpondent's Letter, which 
diſſuade a County Meeting at this time in 
Cornwall. My judgment, however, on the 
circumſtances known to me, is extremely dif- 
ferent, I recbllect that a Petition for a Re. 
form of Parliament was ſigned a few years 
ago, by a great — . — of the Freeholders of 
Cornwall "thou power of Government 
was 'thith baged in hands: — Indic) to 
that Refo H catmot; therefore, thiuk it a 
ary on poſit, that late events have ſo 
weakened hog ent for Politicat R 
ibn, that lk che der the Freechiolders of 
Oo ere aghin'taken on that queſtion, 
Told Fe Fownd Yhaterially changed, and in 
cartel bfothe Qheſtioti, when Gdvertimment 
appe Ar SD Beile bw ode diſpoled to ſup- 
nongom 87 f 3 port 
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port it. If I miſtake not, the two County 
Members are friendly to the meaſure of Re- 
formation, and were elected on that account, 
To me, therefore, it appears as if *the'0 0 

tions to a County- Meeting in Cornwall were 
rather the pleas of languor, and diſtruſt of the 


Miniſter's intentions, than arguments reſulting 
from any real conviction that the ſenſe of the 


County of Cornwall is leſs favourable, than it 
Nr was, to the Reformation of Parliament. 
Languor is indeed natural, after the long 
ſituggle ſupported by the People, and parti- 
cularly, atter the great exertions made againſt 
the Coalition laſt, year; in which, however, I 
know not. that Cor nwall bore, any great part. 
The various unavailing Revolutions alſo which 
we have ſcen, for ſome years, undoubtedly 
tend to produce. generaldelpondencep and a de- 
relifion of the Public Cauſe, But, from late 
experience in Yorkſhire, I can trul y.,affirm 
that ſuch languor, ſuch dclpopdepc, may be 
rouzed. to, action by the exertiqns of a very 
few, who; will apply to it with vigour. 
Reſpecting the Miniſter £ incerity, the, de- 
bete on Tueſday evening 7 do put that 
beyond a queſtion, if my Letter did nt de is 
before, For my own part, rice, have had 
the bonour of being acquajniad wih Mr. Pit. 
Lveyer doubted his Public, Virtue z. and if! 
— before entertained ſome ouhtę, the con- 
rſations I have held with, him th winter 

on the ſupjects a aye e he 
is a maſt, zealous Friend to chig Gonltigyrion in 
n 
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nagnanimous as his Father, in prudence and 
addreſs he ſeems to gel him. If the People 
of England are not utterly ſunk and loſt to 
every ſeutitnent af gehuine / patriotiſm they 
will lend him tliein: affittance, And thus 


aſliſted, I truſt, he will carry into execution an 


improved ſyſtem of Refotmatiou'which Lo 
Chatham bad never ſeen a poſſibility to att 

To return tothe main queſtion my opi- 
nion is, that this ii the very criſis of the Do 
that on this occaſion, every effort ſhould be 
made to bring the People forwarctʒ and that 
from Paſt er rience,it may be expected thoſe 
efforts in ornwall - eee 


ſucceſs. Lam, e 27 aj babergab od 
Ty ds $2124 Dear Sir, 3 1 O1 21 16 —— 
ubs 3 nuts: Moſt cordially yours, 


* { 1M. hn Kum Ul 
milordt Md: bort „. bnd i bak 


5 metallenen in this and the preceding Letter to G 
the Gentlemen, of Corpwall, through Mr. Falter, and Mr. Trelaw- 
ney,\provett 4 incffefiual, though Me Temple's worthy friend,” 
Hawkins, now Sit Chriſtophet Hawkins, concurred: in/the "with, 
that the! application of, Fong upty to Fag. might be e 
newed, in ſupport of t he Miniſter's patrlotic meaſure. 

22 given on this * Mr. gr in com- 

cating Mr. Foſtet's Letter, orcing t rs.0 
2 by jo milar en to his reſpect Able ae 9 
laſt inſtance of that friendly zeal, _ — * often p 
him to 00+ operate with the Kdigor, Wet, this time, a 
fatal diſorder ſeized him. the 88 KY a life too ſedentary, 
and of an occafional indulgenee in exerciſe too violent; and bur- 
ried him in a few dayt tram that ſcene of buſineſs at the Rar, in 
which he, was furni * 71h every accompliſhment to 1 a 
diſtinguiſhed figure, death 22 this young Lawyer, the 
Public Cauſe loi an able, eloquent, and virtuous Advocate 3. and 
the Editor was deprived ofa Friend whom he bighly eſteemed, 
and for whoſe premature hint W 1 _ pany vn, the 
ſincereſt regret, | Lots Notes 
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R. Wyvill preſents is coimfilliwents to 
Mr. B. Vaughan, and; perfectly agrees 
wich him in thinking, for the reaſons he has 
given, that the Friends of Political Reforma- 
tion in the City of London ought not to be 
precipitate in their intended movement. How 
much the Common Cauſe mũuͤſt ſuffer, how 
much the-dignity'of the City of London muſt 
be degraded in the Public opinion, . if that 
opinion is to be formed on the reſpectability 
of a late Meeting, and the meaſure adopted 
by it, is fufficiently evident.“ Mr. Vaughan 
and his Friends are agreed that ſomething 
muſt be done to counteract the miſchievous 


effect of a meaſure ſo ſliꝑ ht and trifling, adopted 


by a Meeting ſo inſignificant, when compared 
with the whole Livery of London. There is 
a neceſſity, therefore, for a more extenſive 
communication of our friends, and efforts 
better combined, that a more conſiderable 
Aſſembly of the Livery may be obtained, and 
à more efficacious meaſure may be carried. — 
When a numerous Common Hall ſhall have 
Peitioned Parliament. Fox 4 Reform in the 


| —— 200 and yoo Liverymin formed the Common-Eal 
alluded to. They adopted 10 Pecition but as the Editor thinks, 
n 


Repre- 


„ n 


Repreſentation, Petitions from the Wade 
of the City, and ”_ Thiwer Hamlets, and 
from the other N Inhabitants, 
will eaſily. 1 the Metropolis 
will recover that weight” Cake confequence 
which it poſſeſſed on a former occaſion of 
much importance; and probably will be 
able, by its great caſtipg-weight, to incline 
ente , Gal v tavour of bn 
formation. 1 FY 

Wich vreſpec t the prepricy af.qn Ae; 
dreſs tothe Throne at preſent, Mr. Wyvill 
begs leave to expreſe his wiſh, with great 
earneſtneſs to Mr Mr. Vaughan, that nothing 
conclufive:may be 25 te 3 mY 7 
re toys een 75 
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the Inhabitants of of the tame 
inten, nd e re rep Rſcote Frecholders of London ; but the 
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'F AVING undorſtood em ſeveral Friends 
how much you are diſpoſed to give 
very important aſſiſtanc td the Cauſe of Po- 
litical Reformation, I have great pleaſure in 
aſſuring you, that the intended Prapoſition 
for a Reform in our Repreſentatien, in my 
opinion, will be not the Propoſal of one Indi- 
dual Miniſter, however eminent in the Cabi- 
net, but the meaſure of Government itſelf. 
From the concluding ſentence in the King's 
Speech, explained as it was by Mr. Pitt's com- 
ment in the Houſe of Commons on Tueſday 
laſt, it appears, that although the Cabinet did 
not approve an expreſs fecbmmondation of 
the meaſure from the Throne, as Mr. Pitt 
had adviſed, yet they did approve a very in- 
telligible intimation from the Throne, that 
the King's aſſent would not be withheld, if 
the Propoſal met the approbation of the two 
Houſes of. Parliament. From converſation 
with different men in power, before the 
Meeting of Parliament, 1 was fatisfied this 
was the diſpoſition of the Cabinet ; and I am 
happy to find from what has paſſed i in Parlia- 
ment, ſince the opening of the Seſſion, that 
the fact may juſtly be conſidered as ph 1 
doubt. 
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It is evident, how-anuch;the profpect pf ſue- 


cels is improved by this noble conduet of Ad- 
miniſtrationz it would be ſuperfluqus, there- 
fore, to enlarge upon it at greſent z but one 
{hort, obſer vation 1 cannot mit, which. is this 
while, the buſineſs of Reformation, however 
neceſſary it might be thought by ſome former 
Miniſters, was not adopted by Government, 
many rational and cautious Men were appre- 
henſive that meaſures of a doubtful; gr even 
of a dangerous tendency might be preſſed by 
{ome Popular Aſſemblies; and conſequently 
they declined giving ſuch Aſſemblies their 


countenance and ſupport. But when the cor- 


rection of Parliamentary Abuſes is avowedly 


taken up as one of the principal gbjects of 


Adminiſtration, the danger of Innovation ſeems 
wholly, to vaniſh; more eſpecially, when the 
attachment of this Adminiſtration e Con- 
Jlitution in all its branches has been evinced. by 
recent tragſactions, to the full ſatisfaction of 
the Nation. That Goveramept ſhould un- 
dertake the taſk of Reformation, for ſome 
years was more to be wiſhed than expected; 
but as the ſupport of the Cabinet may now 
be relied on, rational and cautious Men may 
be aſſuręd, that the meaſure countenanced by 
that authority will be a temperate meaſure; 
though I have no heſitation to declare my 


opinion that Mr. Pitt's ſpecific Plan of Re- 


formation, if carried in its full extent, will be 
an Improvement by which the Repreſentation 
of the People will be rendered more fair and 
adequate than ir has been in apy former 

| * * N aan by >. D312) period. 
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period. But highly probable as it ſeems to 
be, that immediate fucceſs may attend the 
honeſt efforts of Adminiſtrarion, yet that pro- 
babdility wholly reffs upon the ſuppoſition that 
the Body of the Nation will give their con- 
turrence and ſupport. Without ” that, not 
only this generous attempt of Mr. Pitt to 
ſecure the Conſtitution in its genuine ſenſe 
and ſpirit. may be defeated, but by the ar- 
tifice of Faction the Nation may be de- 
prived of all his other Plans for the benefit 
of his Courtry. In this nere truſt the ne- 
ceſlity of an effectual ſupport to this important 
meaſure will appear to the Public at large. 
In this light, I am ſure, it is conſidered in York- 
ſhire, u here I venture already to fay a moſt 
deeiſive majority of the County will concur 
in the intended Petition. I only beg leave to 
add, that, if by your aſſiſtance, and that of 
Mr. Garbutt, and other Gentlemen who are 
well-wiſhers to a temperate Reformation of 
Parliament, a Petition can be obtained from 
the opulent town of Birmingham, unanimouſly 
paſſed, or nearly fo, it will probably contribute 
more to the final ſucceſs of the 'Cavfe than if 
a ſimilar co-operation ' were given by any 
bother Diſtrict WINE has not yet dethired: in 
—— of it 09572) 4 | 
Fry = Sir, with bro bees 51 gy 
97 Your moſt obedient 
__ humble erbat 
Nn C. WVVII . + 


hs Ae of this Letter v Was ſent to | Ge, dg. 
political ſentiments of the two GeitJemen to whom 


7 
Letter was addreſſed perhaps bad been ſtated too favourably to the 
Editor; or perhaps they actually entertained the ſentiments n 
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"HE Reſolutions of your et ne 
Comiſtitutionał Societyf which yeunhad 
the goodneſs t6 communicate in you. Het * 
not dated, I had ſeen Before” with ſ6ttie c 
cern in the public Papers! Inactivity on he 
rt of the People; when Government is well 
aiſpoſed ts the Cauſe of Reformation il not 
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mean to adviſe ſo unreaſonable a proceeni 


( 484 | 
the way to carry-it, Neither the People 
alone, nor Govergment-alone can poſſibly ſuc- 
ceed againſt the numerous party of Corrup- 
tibn, dur their 51 Efforts" my. Sift then the 
preſent Go net As \biidonbtedly friendly 
to the meaſure intended by Mr. Pitt, I con- 
ceive this to be, the, very: criſis of the Cauſe, 
which calls for the utmoſt legal efforts gf the 


true Friends of the Conſtitution; Id not 


28 to expreſs au approbation  ofi/a,, ſpecific 
Plan which. is yes EWU. But from, what 
Mr, Pitt has lately ogdeglared, and (what the 
formerly brought forward in the, Houſe ot 
Commons, it can hardly, admit a dqubt, that 


his Blaggifi carried, Will, be a very material im; 


provement of the Conſtitution. It certainly 
has the upprobat ion of ĩhe Duke of Richmond; 
ad if, her thek, Inter hegt we inipiit 
tion of preſumption mention m ow] opinion, 
vage ih beſtarion to der end har, pepe 

c Plan be accompliſhed. in its full extent, it 
Will place the Repreſentation of the "People 
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upon a more fair and advantageous, footing 


than it Has been at any time. To aſſiſt him 


in this dilintereſted and virtubhs attempt, che 
mode of petitioning Parliament in General 
Terms gems to be proper and adviſeable. | On 
the. roth inſt. the County of Vork agreed to 
ſuch à General Petition; and on the 12th, a 
ſimilar Petition was adopted by the City of 
Vork. The Meetings of the County and 
che City were, each of them, ,uhcontttiooly 
1 numerous, 
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numerous, * the meaſure adopted by each 
2 wig e mano ug oo conceive, there- 
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Tore PE avour., F 10 9 2 xpli- 
citly as on any ormef COT; 1. d 1 
fatisfied, it is more. ſtrongly than ever the 
ſenſe of Yorkſhire.” if the ounty and Town 
of Cambridge could concur in Aifimilat{ mea- 
ſure, it oy certainly add great weight to 
the application of the People,” and in the 
ſame pro increaſe! St pecbabllity 'of 
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AMIS morningnt eic llept 
＋ Friend, Mr, Diſn y. * he wi 


account of the Proceedings 


favour of Mr. Pitt's intended P Reber 
ation; and 5 the 00 19 Tha 15 
from a Report of 17 is 


likely to prevent 2 — 100 1: Bm to 
the Petitiory of Norwich as er might 
have been obtained. 

The ſuggeſtion I allude / is, « that Peti- 
tioning, Parliament. i 18 the. 0 means. of: Hyer⸗ 
turning. Mr. Pitt; and that, ;refore, - his 
real Friends mult wiſh to eppes this mea- 
ſure.” To this I ſhall only reply, that I have 
had the honour of frequent conyerſations with 
Mr. Pitt, this winter, on the ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary Reformation; and I do believe that 
he is as ſincerely a Friend to it as wwe are, or 
could wiſh him to be: that he conceives the 

vernment cannot go on for any length of 


R 
be thts Rev. Samuel Diſney of Halſted in Eſſex, Author of a 


judicious Tract againſt Pluralitics, publiſhed ſome years ago. 
Onley was his near neighbour in Eſſex, and an old and much 


valued Friend of the Editor. 
time 
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Reform, ren motives the meaſure 


. 
time on the honeſt” principles; 5 Seeing to 
which, he means to act af, Mini 

Country, unleſs the pr. ſec" Refortoarion 
mall take place; and thar, if the thre mall 
not ſucceed on its. firſt propoſal this Seſſi 
he will"certaidly make it the great e 
his Political Life to accompliſh it. - 

IL am perſuaded; from what 1 have tollettes 
in comverſation with Mir. Pitt, that I have 
here truly repreſented his ſentiments, and the 
conduct tO means to hold; with which the 
Dean's ſuggeſtion is not conſiſtent; and, 1 
think, if it were traced to its original fource, 
it would be found to have proceeded from 
one who is no ſincere Friend of Mr. Pitt, 

| Believe me ever, | 
Dear Sir, | 
Wich great eſteem), 
Corqdially your's, 
5 C. WYVILL. * 


e which dos bow the ſubjeRt of his; and the two 
preceding Numbers, was the moſt important in which the Editor 
engaged during the whole courſe of this ſtruggle for Political 
5 Many of bis Letters were (cen and approved by 
Mr But he is 7 fible alſo to his Conſtituentꝭ, the Aſſo- 
the Committee of Yorkſhire. And for 


nothing to com for loco) here Lee Dank 
From thoſe . are laid before the Readet, it will be evident 
that the Nation, on this occafion, exerted no energy — 
with dhe nal of the Milder or the importance of the propoſ: 
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— — to notuaing you, that it is re- 
quiſite for the ſettlement of private bu 
fineſs that a Meeting of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittet ſhould be held at no great diſtance of 
time. But as reaſons for a Meeting have oc- 
curred to me, which ſeem to be of much 
greater moment than thoſe I have here al- 
ludded to, I think it my duty to ſtate them 
— — you, and to the other Members of 
ittee. freve Hie 

"aq laſt Seſſion. of Parliament, the meri- 
torious. of the Miniſter to improve 
our ſyſtem of Popular Repreſentation was not 
ſupported by the —— themſelves with that 
firmneſs and vigour which alone can afford 
a rational expectation of ſucceſs. On that 
occaſion, indeed, the County of York acted with 
its ul zeal and S neither YT 

g 3 


* 
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by the great Political exertions it had made, 
during the five preceding. years, nor dif- 
couraged by the formidable numbers which 
a corrupt, or a firangely prijudiced majority of 
Parliament had oppoſed to every Propoſition 
rending to Reform our Repreſentation. In the 
ſame laudable purſuit, and with equal zeal to 
reſtore and pet petuate the true principles of 
the Conſtitution, the County of Nottingham, 
and ſeveral reſpectable Cities and Towns con- 
curred with the County of York. But the 
great maſs of the Nation, inſtead of being an. 
mated by theſe examples, remamed ſilent and 
inactive during that whole Seſſion, although 
Mr. Pitt's intention to agitate the Queſtion 
of Reformation had been previouſly declared, 
and many circumſtances had been fortunate 

combined, which muſt have ſecured a ſuoe 
| ful iſſue to that Enterpriſe,” if the happy op- 
portunity had not been then nieglected by the 
Pöblie ite. 2 26 ef Stn 
| © Since tlie cloſe of the laſt"Sefſion;" I fear no 
| fläavourable change in the diſpoſition'iof-:the 
| Nation has taken place. The Plan, propoſed 
by Mr. Pitt has indeed offered a new ſyſtem 
of Repreſentation which muſt be admitted to 
be inttinſicaſly much better than the preſent 
Krraugement; it has even appr. as near 
ta theoretical perfection as in te actual ſtate of 
property, public manners, and other» material 
ctreuniſtances would be practicable, or per- 
"haps deſirable. In a Houſe of Commons fo 
. conſtituted, 'ample ſecurity would be found 
ag inſt that ſhameful corruption of - Parlia- 
| 2 | ment, 
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hn ( 469 
ment; whicl is the bane of 'our-Conftitutitmy 
and thisineſtimable.ad — get? be gained 
at a price that ſcarcely-would-exceed the ex- 
pences of a fortuight during the hear of he 
Ameribah Wars In the view of reaſon, there- 
fore, it might ſeem probable, that a Plan fo 
beneficial Huld ſoon receive chat warin and 
general ſupport Which muſt have born down 
all oppoſiion eſpeclally as the change was pro. 
poſed when the heavy burthens, unavoidably 
laid upom the Country, fur niſnied a ſtrong addi: 
tionab proof of the neceſſity of ithe meaſure. 
But experience has ſhewn how: fallacious thoſe 
expectations were Phe. various dangers and 
diſtreſſes in which the Corruption of Parlia- 
ment had involved us, and from which we 
hays! had ſo recent a deliverance, appear to 
be already forgotten. The ſtorms which 
threatened ſhipreck to the State have blow 
over and the only! wiſh of the Public ſeems 
to be to enjoy the preſent gleam of proſperity, 
without! the cauſes of our paſt 
misfortunes; and without taking the trouble 


to inqulre by what means the far greater evils 


may be averted wich thoſe cauſes; if {till ſuf- 
ferod to exiſt, muſt ultimately produce. 

In this ſtate of apparent indifference to their 
deareſt. intereſt, it were in vain to urge our 


Countrymen to any vigorous Conſtitutional 
effort:i another attempt more feebly ſupported 
than the laſt would but remove ſucceſs to a ſtiil 
greater diſtance ; Parliament; accuſtomed to xe: 
ject the moſt reaſonable:Propolitions. of Refor 
* rr perſiſt in the yu 
Gg 3 wit 


Nation, to preſs any far 


of their Country ſhall call ſor their 
languid acquieſcence, under the worſt Gooſti 


(49) 

with augmented obſtinacy; and the People;dife 
pirited by frequent defeats, would perhaps vo: 
nounce as a hopeleſs and impracticable ſcheme 
that attempt to Reform Parliament, which 
ſooner or later muſt ſucgeed, or the e 
of our Country muſt be deſtroyed. | 

If then it would: bed to the 
Che Cauſe, in tbe 22 ri of = 


Parliament, I ſee not Why the ee 
ſhould not meet, and aſſigu that reaſon tu 
their Conſtituents, for adjourning fave dir; 
on the contrary, I think/ ſuch conduct would 
be manly and candid, and would eloſe the- 
bours of the Committee with propriaty. 
That the Gentlemen who compoſe that Body 
will again chearfully de vote their moſti vigor. 
ous exertions to promate the Reſtorstian of 
the Conſtitution, whenever the voice 


tion, cannot juſtly be doubted; but When 


tutional abuſes, ſeems to be the diſ· 
poſition, to renew the attempt would be en · 
thuſiaſtic folly; and, under ſuch eircum : 
ſtances, to prolong the exiſtence of the Com- 
mittee, or, Which is nearly equivalent, to ro- 
long its capacity to act, when it no longer can 
act with efficacy, to promote the geauine put. 
poſe of its appointment, would be an impru· 
dence which: would but cunfirm | thoſe jea · 
lou ſies, and that averſion fromm popular Aſſem- 
blies, which have hen the chief impedianeans 
. che ſucceſs. opting] aking« * 
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F But if, n u contraryytthe!Adjoarnment, 
Ant die, bei intendedto uiſtolve the Committee, 
this poëW²etr is Hehnqullfled, and a erdiſt con- 
fel olefin by the whole bedy of the 
Aſfäctatbnd, ie Bet returned to them with an 
accept! Gf Abe müder in which it has been 
dncharged, berifatrillylabandonedy d 
Mr. Mao, whois: alt come in, approves 
What Thave'Wfreten> thinksit itpoffible chat 
del Urne dani d HH e cell mr ur, 1:1 
this"latter fre of mine} tut Mr. Gray tis 
deen dideted by a Sub Committee to write to 
With Meldet df the firſt Committee, in- 
cluding Seceders, to charge them Wirh their 
Seel up to tl ddy of their daceſ- 
AVE Weld MM He has redelved either their 
Fiptions oritheir refulals, Hei is perfettly 

yy need Nr: any retoſuls willi be made, 
Athefefsve the | necsſſity of a ſecond Sub- 
S e&i8"gbvious,' When this: bulinets 
Med” then dand not tilirhen, he thinks a 
tieral Domihittbe cam dnly do with pro- 
ty whit” you wiſh them to do in | your 
er and ef matter of paying / debts he 
thlüks the firſt obnſideration, and ſhould be 
ee a traim. immediately, though he 
rows hot how vo do it uith propriety, with- 
out you adviſe upon the ſubject. There are 
many perſons who Have not paid the laſt ſub- 
ſcription but one; on ſome of theſe, who are 
the bet ed to tho cauſe, the fubſeription 
will a heavy, and he wiſhes much that you 
were bios gub . Committee in perſon; to con- 
f der 0 Poll method of excuſing | ſuch 
— Fan ele. 19 Mon Ae * 3 enn 
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retard. We beg, therefore, to 


Qtond 


+ It is alſo perfectly elcar, that to ghet a 
numerous Committee to meet this 
af the year, When the principal purpaſe 
this Meeting is declared to beni 
ment, fe die, is ahſolutely voin. I the bufſ- 
neſs of paying debts could he ſettled by, a ſmall 
Sub-Committee at. præſent, a more ſeſgeci 
General Committee might be hogad or in the 
ſpring, for the final concluſion if enen then 
the final. concluſion he deſirable or fig 
the matter; but of this he joins with me Jp 
doubting, and rather 3binks: that #+ 7 * — 
ſink of itſelf, noleſs raiſed againby the: 
of ſome future oceaſion. 1 2192292 noibuls 
» You would have had {his Hstter bc * 
but we were fraſt · bound with Mx. Dancombe 
at Copgrave, | and came Away; only. geen 
morning juſt after your Letter it him arc wed 
We have conſulted Mr. J. Nohinhn, wv f | 
alſo ſtrongly of opinion. that the debig, hie 
amount to , mope!'than ſix. Þupdred;, pound 
mould n _ thei __— it. | 
which this meaſure of your:s; \$ETLAL 
you can come over to meet a few gf, us, ref 
dent in Vork, whi heartily wih; or 
not, requeſt that: o π d give, ps ,Y 
advice how to act c this ccaſian, 10 * Ten 
We are, with the greateſt gligemy.., enam 
1 1 Dear Sir, To n gad j$i011042at 
* Your faithful and obedient fervants, . 
LE n ne: Ane il WM. B » H. 
Vorl, Jes. 14» 7866. WM. 


* PIR 
| « The late/Chicf Baron Burgh was / 1. che f. 
"(0x +& hy 


ker of the laſt Houſe of Commons c ht] 
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eier S. in we bare, vaur anſwer, we have 


E 
bike the pref... H. you come, the mid: 
digcaf next week. will be. very proper time 
1681 gie, : Sqαjοõ, . go ubiften d i nov 
16), Di 
OI Haan uon 11 pda: no SLAM 6 ah * Aut 
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Letter: /romithe Rev Ru Wy gh „Warri 
10/e111;o00 Bunge, E /1 s 01 454th. 
non boi nd Att. e s. 

Weekof Mi q I or : 


no Dear Sir, * 
2 don anger od an bas Hos ul ins 


obli a0 y a⁰,.!ir, Maſon 
I. for your joint Letter of the aAth inſtant, 

which, Lxegeived laſt pight,mrl perfectly agree 
with vou both, that. beforg, a Reſolution, of 
2 Ar die, ſhoyld be adopted by 
the Committee. or Even prapaſed a the fub; 
jo&-of thein deliberation, is 0 be cleariy 
underſtood chat the cis mot incon 

with che * — 


if it be oontrary 50 c, 80 ſupppſable — 
uf Dr. Barghi — — —— — 
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| ( 456 ) 
tion of affairs can render it expedient. -© This 
is undoubtedly a conſideration of ſome 
as well as of great importance. 'Diflicu 
indeed preſent themſelves on every ſide; what 
ever be the conduct propoſed ; whether that 
the Committee ſhould meet no more, but 


ſilently die away, or that it ſhould meet to 


adjourn, fine die, or to call a County Meeting, 
in order to receive its diſſolution from t 
which gave it exiſtencce. Lam AI, 


clined to think, however, chat the meaſure of 


an Adjour t die, may be cleared yi 
was! — is, — occurred 
and Mr. Maſon, and * be found to ef 
moſt advifable which in the preſent i 
can be pre ſed: 20 19139. 110 i 100% 167 
With relpedt to regularity, and ſtrictneſb of 
propriety, the advantage lies wholly*6n che 
fide for calling à CGunty to report 
the neceflity of deſiſting from · any further at- 
tempt to accompliſn a Reformation of /Parlia« 
ment, and ro propoſe the Difſohition of the 
Committee! Hut, in the preſent temper of 
the County, to calf a Meeting for thoſe x 
poſes would be extremely. * 
rſons would "approve" a County 

called only to effect a regular, Beelen 
the 8 reaſons for it, drawn 


from the nature of the Deputation Would be 


little, felt; the Meeting would be ill, if at all 
attended, and a' 5 of "ridicule would be 

thrown: upon the cloſe of this D 
riſe, which' wbuld by no means promote the 
bech of a ſimilar " undertaking: hs 


3 Nee re - Go. "oy voy en bei. a ih ali me. a, „ 
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when a ne Depntation hy the County mlghe 
be thought adviſable I imagine there dan be 
little donbt of the impropriety of a County 
Meeting ;- therefore, laying adde that idea. 
we ſhal find the whole diſſiculty reduced 
within the compaſs of this queſtion » When 
it is evident that nothing more can be done 
by the Committee in purſuance of its/appoint- 
ment, and when it would be imprudent to 
— Freeholders merely to dif- 
ſolve the Committee, which is the molt eli- 
gible conduct, to deſiſt from the proſecution 
of the end for which the Committee was ap- 
painted, wih or without: giving any reaſon 
for it to our Conſtituents? The queſtion thus 
ſtated carries its anſwer with it; the reaſons 
which convince us, would probably convince 
our Conſtituents, and therefore they ought 
tobe given. To adjourn ine die, after having 
paſſed ſome explanatory reſolutions, would be 


to deſiſt in this mode. It would not be a dif. 


ſolution of the Committee, for to that the 
County alone is competent; but it would, dif- 
fer totally from the former Adjournments, by 
omitting to provide any regular means for 
the re · aſſembling of that Body, in conſequence 
of which omiſſion. the Committee would be 
2 inefficient, though not abſolutely ex- 

tinct. The effect would be the ſame; the 


difference would only reſpect a matter of 


form, on which, in the preſent manifeſt indiſ- 


would eie enden b ev at . 


Nr 


poſition of the County to meet, it ſurely 


078) 


But ynu apprehend ſuch iu menſure would 
be conſidered us an abandonment vf the C ,t 
Cate muſt be taken, im wording the tpreviens 
Reſolutions, to guard as muen as pon 
againſt that miſdonſtrucłkion. It Would 6e d. 
ficult to draw" up an Addreſs te ca O 
tuents that would obtain the apprebatton of 
the Committee; but à ſhort, clear ftrong 
Paper of that kind, would obviate 'alF — 
liry of miſapprebenſion. Even a order to 
print the intended Letter connected with the 


Requiſition, the ſubſequent Call; and the Re- 


ſolutions of the Committee, wobld probably 
leave little danger that ſo falſe an idea uf Off 
conduct could be formed by an e | 

and impartial man; And whatever may be 
the miſrepreſentat ions of men of u different 
character, our Conſtituents and the Nation at 
large will certainly do us the juſtice to 40. 
knowledge we have ſupported the Cauſe with 
fidelity, arid deſiſted only when uninterrupted 
perſeverance ' would have been evidetitly im- 
prudent and diſſerviceable. And H itt a few 
years the diſpoſition of the Nation Thould ap- 
pear better fitted for thè rene wal of this ur- 
duous enterpriſe, it is probable we ſhould” be 


able to act with greater efficacy under a nety 


appoimtnent than would be poſſible under the 
old. On ſuch an emergency, aritny perſom 
whonever would enter into the preſent Com- 
mittee; under the previous qualifieation f 
having ſigned the Aſſbciation, 
dily join us in forming a new borid'df "nfo, 


„Would ten- 
l whoſe 
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whoſe aim weuld be the attainment of the 
objects of the Aſſociation . And iy this timely 
ſeparation of the Committee the prejudices 
of many would be abated; if not eutirely re- 
moved, who have hitherto been jealous that 
ſuch a Deputation would be abuſed, and ap- 
plied to ſiniſler ends, tha influencing of County 
2 other purpoſes not intended by 
the original appointment. 1. Hnbiſt ai 
I have only ſarther to obſerve, ahaviio A 
Conftitutional view it would be wrorig to con- 
tinne the Committee under ſuch circumſtances 
as Lhave here ſuppoſed. When the objects of 
the Truſt cannot be fulfilled, the poffblity of 
the milapplication of our pbwers ought not 
to be hazarded by the Committee 
embodied, and in a capacity to act; nor ought 
the example to be ſer of ſuch a popular De- 
putation continued, as the caſe may be, for 
four, fave, or nan years, without returning 
to the Conſtituent Body for their approbation, 
which would be inconſiſtent with the princi- 
ples on which we d d a ſhorter Duration 
of Partiament. - (Op 5403; 11228 
This ſeems to determino-thequeſtion be. 
ther we ought not to adjourn ſine die, ſtating 
our reaſons to our Conſtituents in an Addreis, 
in Reſolutione, or in ſome other form which 
may be preferred: for if che regular Diſſolu- 
—. the Committee be inadmiſſible from 
the apparent inexpedieney of a County Mect- 
ing, che Adjeurnment retmaias the beſt 


cable meaſure. In a Conſtitutional view, as 


well as on every conſideration of policy or 
expedience, 


{ 4%) 
expedience, I think it appears:clearly noe 
eligible 50 deſiſt in this mode / Than tacitly|eo 
relinquiſh the Fruſt, and) yet nat relinquiſh 
the power of doing evil, when the power of 
9 4 ew is clearly lt ow oven 

If you and Mr. Maſon ſhonkt concur with 
me in this opinion, abe: intended Circular Hat 
ter may be ſent by MH. Gray and if iR 
quiſition ſhould ſoon be produced hyrcitꝭ a 
would fix ſome day in the next Aſſine Week 
for the Meeting, which; with any i tolerable 
exertions on the part of our leading Friends, 
would ſecure a very ſeſpectable Committee. 
But if your: doubts reſpecting the prop iety 
of this meaſure ſhould not be removed, I beg 
the Letter may remain where it is, for I have 
too high an opinion of your judgment and 
Mr. Maſon's, andi of your fidelity to the true 
Popular Cauſe, to riſque a ſtep un chis 
without your joint. ho Ra d 'copguf- 
rence : „ % VEAL ane 2d: eo) 

I wiſh to add, — perbhpldin ds ſuper- 
fluous, that hen I ſpeak of relinquiſhing the 
Truſt, 1 mean the power intruſted to us by 
the County of York to ſolicit Parliament, and 
take other legal ſteps, as Agents for the Coutr 
ty; to promote the deſired Reformation. This 
pou er, I think, may be properly religquifhed; 
or, we may ceaſe to act as a Committee, av het 
ever our continuing to act would ipjure the 
Cahſe; aud this by extend, rot only to the 
mere ceſſation from action, but adio to the 
termination of the capacit to act, under the 
70 Voiloq 10 01619611109 19% NO preſent 
999 {29 179 
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flaciatibn,. vi to "ceaſe — 
moto the ſucneſt. of it, is What I neither re- 
commendato ethers;' nor mean to practice 
mytelf. On the tomrary,' wheti eder the 
proper emergency occurs, my intention is to 
promote a hne Deputation for earrying into 
execution a Reformation. of Parlament un the 
principles. of ths A ſociation, and at all times to 
affit the Càuſe to the urmoRt; of my 84 
Beli imerovery; e ib you bonislq 
a6 191131 Dear Sir, 12191 (13 29d 910391943 
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has been, on ſome ;taFin the ch 
ſuppart and gomfort = df ves. 
was Anxious} to preſerve bat Approbation 
am ſo now, when: the queſtions befote un are, 
Mhether it be not neceſſary that the Com-. 
mittee. ſhould. defiſt from any farther exerciſe 
of its deputed: powers; and if {og by what 
means this firſt att of our political drama 
be cloſed with! propriety." In ni Letten to 
Dr. Burghof yeſterday's: dates ii hate en- 
plained myſelf at large on this ſubject i I 
therefore beg to refer you-ta:thiat Letter, and 
at; the ſame time to aſſute ynu that if yo 
ſhould not be fatisfied- chat an Adjournment, 
as there ſtated, would be right, I ſhall acqui- 
eſce in your opitiions, and 1 the idea nd 
X farther s. 1 | 

ſpect to the 
W - concur with you in think- 
ing, that no ſeparation, no reſolution of Ad- 
Journment ſhould. tale place, till all juſt de- 
mands have beep ſatisfied, either; by actual 
paythetit ; or dt leaf, whick Wotild \be"ntarly 
5 . by d Nansfer o the debt from the 

of the Committee t ſuch Members 2. 
14 as miglit be Wining 1 them 
2 8 for the payment. 
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of therdebrs: incurred! from that day to the. 
preſom time. A Sud committee might 
then aſcertain what proportion of the firſt 
debt falls to the ſhare of each-individual who 
was a Member f the Committee, till“ rhe 
firſt. Ldoſſion todk place; and might autho- 
riſe Mr. Gray to requeſt payment of that 
ſum from every Member, excepting. only 
thoſe perſons. who have been uſually excuſed 
before. A day before the Committee meets, 
Mr. Gray might diſtinctlyiſtate to the Sub- 
Committee what may 2 perm. thus col. 
lected, e 2. debt 
might be addeti ta the expences up 
to that time migbi alſo be included, and the 
ſum total might be transferred as a debt trom 
the? Committee; to dhoſe Members wh ⁰ wy 
JO am, houd tor. Ahe payment of it. 
or before icilat ay. ge mooths during 
which period Mr. — hot (but 
not ſolixit) the proportion which that Sub- 
Committee might aſcertain to be due from 
each, Member of the Commitee at that time! 
The deficlency would remain te be reid W 
thoſe, ho had ſigned the bond e 
1;4higk- in this way the Seceders might be 
brought to contribute their reſpeRive ſhares, 
aud the payment ot che debt might be aſcer- 
tained within aj feaſonable time; and yet 
ons per ſons whom, from motives; of policy; 
ought not to preſs, would be decently ex- 


| cules ying: 998 then the Committee might 


perly proceed 40 a.vote of Adjaurament, 
hi ide ſhould be adopted by you,” I ſhall 
R | | — 2 ann readily 


06 ) 
** ſigu the bond ꝑropoſed, without re. 


how few n. be willing to join 1 
am ever, Wi fis 5 


mY 


Tour 's with * greateſt cordialit , 
| 1 er 
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Letter from the Rev. WILIA Mason 
| Rey. C. Mmute, b 0 u 

$6 Veen . 23, 176. 
Dear Sir, : & 1950 4 5 i 


Received your laft, 3 written after 
that to Dr. Burgh, a poſt before, and 1 
have deſired Gray to get the Printers and 
other Bills in, ſo that the parties indebted 
may be written to by order of a Sub- Com- 
mittee, which can only conſiſt of Mr. —— 

Robinſon, Mr. Withers, and myſelf, as no 
other Aſſociators are in Vork; but I think all 
talk of giving bond muſt be poſtponed till 
what ſubſcriptions can be obtained are got in, 
other wiſe many will be glad to throw the 
whole on thoſe who have given ſueh a haſty 
bond. I know, however, it is the dernier re- 
ſors, penis keg ray lng ny te and alſo 
70 that 
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that 1 mall be ng ready as yourſelf" 3 
to it, at the- proper time. Ter mn 
1 am forry that what wid co hem in dur 
Letter has had ſo little weight as to oc- 
caſion à ſecpnd to Dr. Burgh; I have juſt leſt 
him, and he has promiſed me to give you our 
joint rgaſons for ſtill withholding our conſent 
to the intended Circular Letter, which, for 
my own part, I think will be peculiarly i. 
timed, You muſt know that the opinion is ex - 
tremely prevalent that Mr. Pitt meant nothing 
ſerious by his propoſals concerning a 3 
He bas not publiſhed his Bill, which 
hoped, and told many perſons be would. 
Seſſion is begun, ſa there — onda 
from him any thing can come which will tend 
to remove this general prejudice againſt his 
ſincerity, a increaſed 
by his opponents, and which therefore ſhould 
not be augmented by any collateral ſtep which 
his friends may take at this time, Now no- 
thing is more clear to me than that, a Letter 
from you on the ſubje& of adjourning, ſme 
die, will give them the ſtrongeſt | handle 
in the world to ridicule him. 4 Here, (ſay 
they) even Wyvill gives the matter up; he ſees 
no poſſible hope of the plan taking place.“ 
Now, though all this is falſe, yet be aſſured 
it will not be without its effect; and I muſt 
own I have frequently thought that, pleaſed. 
and even carried away by the ideal rectitude 
of a meaſure, you have not adverted enough 
to the methods by which your opponents 
ne W bad purpoſe, In the be 


— 
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ſent caſe the thing is ſo obyious' that i _n 
n you can overlook it. 

I writein/a hurry, and muſt — ar- 
goment to Dr. Burgh. I Will only. repeat 
that it is my firm opinion, % that neither you 
as Chairman, nor any of us as Members af the 
Committee, ſhould take at preſent any other 


ſieps than thoſe which tend to pay our _ | 


as a body, as ſpeedily as patlible, Mer cf 
Believe me, 5 
Deut dir 7 
Lour's moſt an . 
+ MASON. 


P. 8. I wiſh' the 3 * may permit you 
to come over before I leave York, which an 
be next * Sande fortnight. #5 vii nie min 


Sf KK 
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Toner an the Rev. C. Wivita to, the Rev. 
TILLLAM Mason. | 


bones. Haut, Feb. . 
My Dear Sir / 5:1 ; 


F the Committee had met, I think ! it pro- 
I bable they would have been nearly, if not 
entirely unanimous in voting thanks to Mr. 
Pitt for his propoſal in the laſt Seſſion, to re- 
fo?m Parliament ſubſtantially on the plan 
adopted in the year 1782 by the County of 
'York. The changes made in that plan by 
Mr. Pitt were few ;' ſome of them were 
| plainly more advAntageos than the terms 
| | propoled 
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propoſed, by this County. and others were ad- 
mitted from evident neceſſity to coneiliate ta 
the meaſure. as many friends as poſſible in the 
Houſe of Commons; I capnpt goncelve; theres 
fore, that the Yorkſhire! Committee would 
have pegatived ſuch a Matien of Thanks 
which) arg, certainly due from them to Mr. 
Pitt; and if the merit of his plan has not 
been fuffaientiy acknowiedged by otbers, it is 
the more neceſſary that the Committee ſhauld 
do him che juſtice to teſtify, their approbation 
of i it: this was with me 8a collateral reaſon for 
wi . a, Meeting of the Committee this 
ſpring, which, added much force, I thought, 
to the main reaſon, which NO the cha- 
7 7 and Fepytation of the Committae 


Another collateral reaſon, of tha fame ten · 
dency, was this, that it would have been eaſy 
to accompany 10 a Vote of Thanks with an 
intimation of the Committee's opinion, that 
the failure, of the attempt was chiefly. owing! 
to the 9 ſupport by the ſeveral Counties 
which had formerly eſpouſed the meaſure of 
Parliamentary Refor mation; but which, on 
this occaſion, though prefſed to it, by a pre- 
vious declaration of the Miniſter's intention, 
did not wi, ooh with the Caunties of York, 
Nottingham, &c This would have tended 
to remove another objection i injurious to Mr, 
Pitt,“ that being the Miniſter, he might have 
carried the meaſure, if he would.” And if 
the Public had been ſet right in this notion, 
x would have been a conſiderable advantage 


'Hh4 to 
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to our cauſe, as well as to che reputation of 


Mr. Pitt. 110 


Theſe ideas! age exprſty fate Gare doe ©. 
from Dr. Burgh's firſt Lerr 


difficulties — chiefly; if bot Ro to — 
impropriety of an Adjournment, ' fine" die, as 
objectionable on the principles of the Conſti- 


tution of the Caan Ne and able to cenſure, 
28 a deſertion of our Truſt. But what I have 


now faid in explanation of the meaſure, 27 3t 
may affect the character of Mr. Pitt, is not 
meant as a continuation of the argument; for for 
finding you and Dr. Burgh, after my anfwer 
to his firſt Letter, are ill averſe to the pro- 
poſal, I have deſired Mr. Gray to return to 


me the intended Circular Letter, and I am 


glad that it is not inconſiſtent with my ideas 
of duty thus to mark my” deference! to your 
opinion and his. 

It would have given me 815 have 
ſeen you before you leave ybur refidence ; 
but T am juſt returned from Cleveland with 
ſo much rheumatifm about me that really 
am afraid to take a journey te Totte t ne 
ſent. | er 

1 Tam over, | Tous | nol » | 
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i My Gear Sir, - 


IN deference.,to. youre e had Mr, 
| Maſon's, I have deſired Mr. Gray to re- 
turn 5 me the intended Circular Letter 
though 1 own my ſentiments are not mates 
rially altered. I think the meaſure pro 

would have been clearly conſiſtent with the 
conſtitution af the Committee, and that it 
would have been a more honourable mode of 
terminating the exertiom of that body, than 
n e by the ſilent 
diſcontinuance of its meetings. As to the 


we expoſed us, it would have been in 
ſo zotally,groundleſs, that I cannot conceive 
any other reply would have been 
than that alone which will be equally want 
and which will equally ſerve to juſtify the 
conduct of the Committee, for ceaſing to 
make; ſatge farther application to Parliament, 
viz. that, in the preſent temper of the nation, 
any application would not only be fruitleſs, 


but evidently hurtful to the cauſe. As to the 


danger of weakening the Aſſociation by an 
Adjourament of the Committee, I think that 
effect not likely to have been the conſequence 
of ſuch a meaſure, Time, without a ſingle 


deſertion, 


tharge of deſerting our T to which vou 
apprehend the propoſed Adjourament might 


0 49 
deſertion, will inevitably weaken, and at laſſ 
deſtroy that body. Bux BY the Committee, 
n 


previous to an Adjournme! had ſtrongly de- 
glared, thein ręeſoluion to. adhere to the prin . 
ciples of the Aſſociat ian, and to ſupport every 
attempt that may hereafter be made to re- 
form Parliament, whenever 3 change in the 
ublic opinion affords * prolp ect of 
Rute I ſuppoſe the bond of union . 
have been as well-preſerved, as it Will be, 
the mere ſilence of the Committee. In either 
caſe, ſome degree of treachery may be ex. 
ed to take place. But the thain body of 
dur friends, I doubt not, will act with fidelity 
to their engagements. | Such, I own, are my 
ſentiments on this whole buſineſs, notwith: 
ſtanding the arguments which have 
brought with ſo much ability co ſupport the 
negative ſide of the queſtion. 
But I mention the remaining difference of 
opinion between us, only to conelude with 
aſſuring you, that, on this occaſion, 1 cheer- 
fully give up my ſentiments to you and Mr. 
Maſon; and alſo think myſelf obliged to you 
for the ample. conſideration 1 __ Yen 
The dat... : 
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Letter from the Rev. Wirxtian Nano 
07 du Rev. Q er | 
1 end 107 9 1 U a7 
ney ad: el 2-14 bur, . Slag 
1 ü SID S023 ornin Hr S 

AR denn Het in my iy be Akon, where [ 
meu to be to- morrow. I have fat down 

ts tell you) that I am always very ſorry when 

any perſon accedes to my ſentiments without 
being previouſly convinced of their rectitude; 
and much mere ſo, when that perſon is one 
to whoſe judgment I have been long uſed to 
ſubmit: But I muſt be free to tell you that I 


: F 
. 


have ſometimes thought, and the event hat 
juſtified my opinion, that when you are con- 


vinced of the theoretical rectitude of 'a mea- 
ſure, you do not ſufficiently advert to what 
the pructical obliquity of mankind may do to 
deſtroy its effect. To give only one proof of 
ſeveral which I could mention, you had con- 
vinced yourſelf laſt ſpring, that the Country 
Gentlemen onght to approve Mr. Pitt's plan; 
you therefore concluded that they would. 


| You find you there reckoned without your 


hoſt ; and 1 think muſt now be convinced, 
(from What Lord S. has ſince faid in the 


Houſe this Seſſion,) that betraying your mea- 


fures to Charles Fox, he was the occaſion of 


bringing his my /rmidons down upon you at 
the St. Alban's. If you ftill think otherwiſe, 


aſd By believe that a Lord Your * 


F n by the loſs,of 13 


(90) 


and a friend to the Reform in good earneſt, 


J have only to beg you will add to your be- 
lief the mew Traafubſtantiaticn which 


he bus abjared:: On this laſt occaſion, think- 
jog, as you do, that Mr. Pitt ought to be 
thanked by our Committee for his exertions, 
you in like marmer conclude that he ton, 
were that Committee called: Hut iu this, I 
humbly think, you judge. with equal unc 
tainty as to the event; for that Commit 


be aſſured, has Lord $.'s,jn- its boſom, - How» 
ever this may be, you will find, by;Burgh's 


Letter, and the ſteps we bave taken. towards 
paying our debts, that another dub COOmmmittee 
muſt be called in the ſecond. werk of the 


Aſſiaes for ſettling that buſineſs ; and you 


will find too how ready ſome of our member, 
who are not Seceders, will take. the part of 
deceders in that wretched buſineſs, I wiſh 
much you could be prevailed upon to attend 
that meeting; that you might ſee with your 
own eyes, and hear with your on ears, hat 
men really are, when a guinea is; in queſtion. 
But enough on this miſerable ſubject. I will 
y add my ſincereſt wiſhes: for your better 
uch, aud my ſincereſt Aurapeet * being 
Dear Sir., 

| Your moſt bath end 
W. MASON 0. 
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Mr. Maſon, and Mr. ugh. ; | 
dence; of which a befote 
hence the ultimate t of the: incafore-/; Brem Mrs Hh. 


Duncombe an 'auſwet was--rexti ted; top inderiſſ he to aſſund the 


encoutagement to my Frum tt | Maſha end: Mts 
int Jettet was recei ————— 
2 and, in | 


— were improved by diſcuſſſon into a ditect * — 
oppofition, In conſequence of the indeciſlon of one friend, a 
the warmth wich which the meaſure was oppoſed” by the othee 
friends conſulted, the Citralar Letter was withdfawn from the 
Clerk, and never was tranſmitted to the Committee, As the 
of Reform became more and more diſtant and indiſtinct, t 
Members became lf and lev "inclined to meet, till-at laſt the | 
proſpect of ſucceſs wholly vaniſhed, and the intention of mon 
again waz tatitlyy but rally, given up. Thus the Yorkſhi 

Committee was ſu to die away, without a propet cloſe being 
put either to its ns by a Diſſolution at a County Meetin 
or to its enpaeity to act by the Committee itſelf; adjourning 


ified tloſe of the Committee thould 
be! imputed chiefly to the rman, whoſe want of die reſolution 
gour on this occafion; it ' muſt be owned, deſerves 
— For it is not ſuſſicient to exculpate; him to alled gee what 
— 2 J, that he committed ie fault, partly from de⸗ 
ds whom! he confulted; partly from anxiety to 
in the Committee, without which it could 
wy — a hope e the Cauſe of Refotmation in any future 
eney. It * true, inderd, that aftet the opinion of his 
friends had been found eithet indeciſive, ot adverſe the ſuppreſs 
ſion of the Circular Letter became unavoidable. Hut it ought 1d 
have been foreſeen by the Chaitman, that his appliestion might 
* this inconvenient reſult, and conſequently the Lettet 
veſtion ought to have bern ſeat forth without any ptevious 
conſultation. In that caſe, if bis ſuggeſtion had been diſtegatded; 
as a needleſs — to form, it could have given no otfence z 
leaft, it could have produecd. no ſerious diſſention in the C 
mittee, and the Chaitman would have felt, with ſatisfaQon; tha 
he had perforitied the duty which 'his official ſtation required. 
Or if, on the other hand, his ſu na been approved, # 
Meeting of the Committee would have been called; — this pos 
pular tion would have been cloſed with thut becoming te- 
— 1 dignißed attention to propriety, which had hitherto 
0 That the Yorkſhire Committee is not en. 
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. to the Charmer who bee —— ro pref 
and — 2 all t He no feels, wi regret, 
fault he committed; and he thus: makes the only poſſible re- 
* by conſeſſing it. He truſta, that they we, may here. 
engage in the neceſſary taſk of Reſormation, by a fimitar 
fates ion of the People; wilt i be warned to adhere i 
to the ſtricteſt rules of order and E „which alone oan give 
nien the olf their Conſtituents, og un 
„r 219 Io e, 
eu en Fits ih * cn gehe (dh ouyrut, S edn 
end 16 guide. 10. 701153 1P 2100 nl noo 445 
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I is probable, — — mekting is 
will to _— ture 
ſtrike — ſom — es 
which we have Beet! hirhertd wi a prviges 
as\effentiaÞ'to oF Livertice.”? i is probable; 
alſo that it will afford 4"TanRion'ts the coun: 
tenauce of the: Ameritan War, and inſtaitly 
endeayour 10 involve us in ſüch 2 männer ift 
1 that 
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e e lg. i: the above pojets do 
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that iniquitous buſineſs, that no future euer 
tions will enable us to extricate nene 
| diſhonour and diſtreſs. ! 


it may alſo endenvour-to cle us in an 


unhappy difference with our Siſter. 


It may, laſtly, make an effort to render the 


only meaſure which, gan us, Viz. the 


Reſtoration of its dw]. Freedom and Indepen- 


dency, odious to the Body of the Nation by 
ſome vile „ F of Which we had ſo many 


2 Iactheſe\circum- 
nces, would it not be | early to afſem- 
ble the Committees, if not the Counties, to 


appoint, a Delegation in ſome 8 to 
the numbers of People, ſo. an EB. hey, may 
yote as Individuals, and pot 'fo lves, 


he time we. are: contending for 
Key n, Liberties we! honqur,.26d applaud 
Sa 2 is making da ſecure 

a en 


dent Legiſlature of Ning. Lords, 


tion — — that we then 
may * to 2 — 3; aſſiſtanee, when 
ers not aply. cur own gauſen bun the 
ane kind., I have geaſon to bs 
ſuch, generoſity, withe,reſpeRi 20 

Ire} ad. (9 tf greatly promote the eſtabliſh» 
9 50 that, Iadependeney af Parliament 
have the pleaſure to reflect is a paint 


in | WR: we are cardally. agreed 7 · * 
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All England looks up to Yorkſhire at this 


moment: may its movements be attended 
with that ſucceſs which the integrity and ſpi- 
rit of its Leaders encourage 8 1 


* ren great eſteem 
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10. itt 
1. OUGHT, to Ne an earlier . 
ledgment of your favour. of the 14th of 
October : but, to lay the honeſt; truth, I was 
not, . give any de- 
cided opinion on important matter you 
p e; but Ino prefer giving you that 


n ss, 


They who ſee their way before them on 


that ground which, you point to, are in the 
right to ſtep forward, but I confeſs I am not 
of that number; therefore, although no one 
more ſincerely wiſhes the enjoyment of Li- 
berty to all mankind than I do, yet for the 

Ii preſent 


isfactory anſwer to the riſque of appear- 


— Cw _ 


(498) 
preſent: F muſt !forbear! takiug any public part 
in the way you hint at. We have en mn 
x moſt arduous undertaking ; te ſucceed im it 
will require the moſt zeabbus perſtverancte, 
the utmoſt caution and prudence, and as per- 
fect unanimity in the great eſſentials of our 
plan as we can poſſibly preſerve. I therefore 
muſt declare, for one, that I wiſh to avoid 
engaging with any new matter, until I can 
plainly ſee ſufficient probability that good ra- 
ther than evil may be expected to refult'from 
it; and I am by no means clear. that the time 
is yet arrived when the ſubject in queſtion 
might be introduced . and with ad- 
vantage either to land or Irelanc. 
| With reſpect 2 Reſolutions Which this 
Committee is likely to come to on the 3d of 
January, I cannot ſpeak with certainty; but I 
believe it may be relied on that Yorkſhire will 


ſend Deputies to meet in London or Weſt- 


minſter- It is too abortions a work to go 
round this extenſive County fer ſignatures to 
another Petition; and of the other two obvious 
meaſures, tliat of petitioniug by ſeparate Com- 
mittees, or that by a General Deputation from 
them all, the laſt method of proceeding is 
equally feaſible as the other, vaſtly more pow- 
erful, and not more liable to objection from 
the novelty or ſuppoſed jirregularicy of the 

Aﬀembly. On' theſe accounts I think it almoſt 
certain Deputies will be dminated at the next 
Meeting, with Inſtructions to ſupport the Pe- 
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(4999) 
The favourable opinion you; expreſs of the 
ſpirit and integrity of the Vorkſhie Com- 
mittee; Lam ꝓenſaaded you, will, not have 
reaſon t change. They are fim and un- 
malen in the Public! Cauſe, and they will 
cnrtaiuiy act 2,uniforra and eqnfiſtent. 
If they needed any farther judutcemem 
the ſonſe of; Duty 49 their Cpuntrxi they 


would find it in the eſteem And approbation 


of Men like your. Delieve me ever, 11 & 

lia 1 n Dear ci 7 21 21 bet 
Hon! 260A Met truly your! id li vols 
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rl; uo . n on woad 
I THANK BANK oy far. your tall favoan, and ft 
tention to the ſubjects in my Lal. When 
every. ching i, beand. and calmiz diſeufad, 
unauimity is not fo difficult a matter, ęſpe- 


tially, when the Public Gogg is, ne reh in- 


tended. _ 798 
You will obſerve that our 9 have 


adopted moſt of your \Reſalutions, And have 


added a ſtroke at tile permcious do@ritrs Bend 


| on the Aft, day of the Parliament's meeting, 


viz. that it was wn to the fingular mo- 
Vis | Ss .8 * deration 


(480 )) 
deration of K that we were not 
enſlaved - Je e e 
Our Society \for Conſtitutional Information 
flouriſhes — I ſend you our Laws 


reviſed: The firſt of them explains our mean 
ing.—I ſend you alſo a Liſt of our Weſtmin- 
ſter Committee, printed in order to aſſiſt in 
the Ballot for bene en the nineteench 
of next month. 1119909 01 77, oft bityow 
The great *puſh- of: the Minority" will be 
made, it is thought, in February; if it fails, 
they will probably think with the Aſſociations, 
that the Koresuing of Parliaments, and equa- 
lizing of the — will be neceſſary 
to preſerve Freedom, and will therefore more 
cordially unite with them. Lord Fitzwilliam 
puſhed the Reſolution of the ſubſequent 
Meeting of your Committee ® reſpecting Mr. 
Burke's Bill, which I honeſtly tell you does 
not ſuit my idea. Moving the People of 
England to carry fo ſmall a Reform, would 
be tempeſting the ocean to drown a fly. —l 
know not. whether you and I think alike on 
that ſubject; but I tell you what paſſes in Dy 
mind, thinking it always right to do ſo; 
when 'we''relt each other where we differ, 
there, will be 1 confidence in each other 
With reſpect de. the points wherein we 
Mes- Don 4 
3 3. 41 N 3.871 40 ner 
| *. ns FRF CAP" af a — the York- 
| Fo organ ber Burke, 2257 e 
in the next Seflion of Fatliament, his Bill rn 
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ae from Dr. 98 5 Pt, to . Rev. o. X 


| A VIII. 
| Dogs Wyvil, 

THANK you for the aocount of the Pro: 

ceedings af the Committee, and honour 
the e, Ms who compoſe it, for their per- 
ſeverance at a moment when ſo many, I muſt 
qwn I think without reaſon, deſpond. 

You ſeem to think it difficult, to determine, 
what ſteps are next to be taken. I am ſorry 
there is any doubt upon the ſubject. | You, 
fay the future conduct of the Committee will 
much depend on circumſtances, and parth- - 
cularly on the appearance of a better ang 
more general ſupport next winter; but wh 
mention winter on this occaſion? Is it becg 
Parliament meets in the winter? Are our 
hopes of Reformation then {till tg Feder 
upon Parliament; upon that Parliament whic 
it e to be the e of every Friend to 
N we e. to ail x Pailinment * 
h i 3 


38S 


ſerves, that it 4 ra be allowed to the Repte: 
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can brly be refbr med by a recurreneg 48 the 
Principles of the N and the ſtremu- 


the collective Body of the 


ous, EXE 


P 9. Skt as an able man well ob- 


ſentative to eyery 1 284 77 in the 
Conſtitution Ro wan EMC and treaſon; can 
ſuggeſt, at the ſame time that we heſitate 
whether the. ight to reform 
what the villainy of the Servant hath deranged. 

For my own part, Lam ſatisfied that the Poo. 
ple, in their Aﬀemblies, may conſtitutionally 
- appoint Committees, with full power to cor- 
rect the abuſes of Repreſentation, and are un- 
der no obligation to treat, with 2 oo 
parties pa the Nobility and the Kin 


ev of appllcati to Re} Fehr 
wes ch pg. 1525 Ne 


that diſappointment and ſeo f wilt _ be 
W wand ina cores r ee 

You ſay yore! do not ] of expert "any ht any Fo 
be G55 es tnt e rheafuri $ adop A 


ſeveral Gomes, and approved by 2 
General De tidn,” b. FR 
Friends to Mr. Cartwright's Plan as 2 rung 
of their Tk porte I muſt P y confels, th 
for one 1 would never have” na ected myſelk 
to the loſſes, odio, arid le T awe ful 
rained,” if 1 _ Tye imagined that g. 
Friends of art Ha ve been 
fled with is def feces 2255 YEE ce dvan- 
tage Ne Fiatid Burke has made of 13 in His. 
52 to the” 'Pes Fu 1 e Kamfſhire : 
- You wilt e balleck iys He} to declare 


that 


Lo, 


mons is pot Nr FH Ra: | 
be IG ion wayl 3 
d any Place, haha e 


pd thee oth 6 md been early; FS 
But nber Brune e Sig bf # 598 e to 
which the; Proprietors, will he's agcede, 
we certain, that they, will, Seng „agree 


to the meaſure of. the hundreęc Knights 


will they. not object the confuſion | which 
the election of them will occaſion in the 
larger nr without ſome better arrange 
ments than at preſent ſubſiſt? Lord Mahon 


has not convinced me that we ſhall be able to 


purchaſe even their. aequieſcence by any de- 
clarations we can make, and ſurely upon the 
Principle of. ſelfiſhneſs it would be unwiſe in 

—— to make any conceſſion whatſoever. Tho 
addition of an hundred Knights would of itſelf 
diminich the influence of the Borough Hol. 
ders more than I am ſure they will ever ap; 
prove, not to ende the reaſonable alarm 
which ch would Ne minds of the Ariſto: 


cracy, leſt theſe hundred Knights ſhould j in a XY 


little time, ——2— many ſolemn pro- 
miles to the contrary, utterly deſpoil them of 


—— - VEEY:Aaproperly eſteen their pa:. 


. hong np bg ſucceſs 
unleſs the People can detach a certain claſk 
from cooperating with Government in ſup- 
port of the preſent abuſes, . I anſwer, that we 
can never expect co detach them from a con- 
nection ſo injurious to their Country, unleſs 


Ws $00P ene it appear to he their intereſt to 


114 unite 


1 
if, 
17 
' 
14 
| 
G 
n 


thou 
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unite with us. In a'y onftitutional 
ſenſe it is certainly their ivtereſt ro fupport 
the Independency of the Commons Houfe of 
Parliament; but it is impoſſible that we cag 
ever render it the intereſt of individuals to 
reſign that undue weight in the Legiſlature 
which many of them at preſent enjoy to the 


great injury of the Nation. We may talk of 


purchaſe voluntary and involuntary, as we 
pleaſe, but Legiſlative Power is ineſtimable in 
the opinion of the Poſſeſſor. The Party al- 
laded to will never conſent to accept of What 
we would call a reaſonable compenſation for 
the Borough Intereſt, until compelled therers 
by the Power of the People. 

You ſeem to think that the Satibclion of 
the Committees will take place, unleſs all the 
Friends of Parliamentary Reformation unite 
on the ground already occupied by fo conſt 
derable a part of the Nation. 1 muſt here 


beg leave to enter my proteſt againſt this re- 


preſentation of the caſe. With reſpect to the 
point of fact, the meafure pf the hundred 
Knights was the ſuggeſtion of a few indivi- 
duals, and the manner in which it made its 


way into the delegation, and from thence into 


ſome of the Committees, was not ſuch'as'gave 
reaſon to imagine it would meet with vigorous 


and og ſupport: © Vet, I muſt on, 


h with ſome degree of felf-condenination, 


that I have more than once ſupported it; but, 
at the time 1 did fo, 1 hoped the meaſure 
would be followed by others of more conſe- 
ne and could not ſuſpect it was in con- 

| templation 


LETS, 
to ſuſpend our exertions; even in 
Ter hl imperfect ſcheme; until the 
— idea, Oeconomical Reformation, was 
realized by the event. In my opinion the 
irit of accommodation will ruin all, nor can 
be anſwered by eoncedin ng 
to meaſures which the judgment difapproves. 
Equal Repreſentation, Seſſional Parliaments, 
and the Univerſal om, = ht of Suffrage, are 7 2 
alone worthy of an-Engliſhman's rega 

difficulties, no dangers, no ſufferings, CE ak 11 
duee me to decline bearing a part in any Con- 
ſtitutional exertion for their attaintnent. 1 
look upon them as attainable, though proba 
bly not ſo ſpeedily-as we could 'wiſh; but Jam 
confident, in my opinion, that the whole may 
de more eaſily obtained than a part; the Con- 
ſtitution of the Commons Houſe of Parliament 
ean never be reſtored gradatim, nor under 
God, by any other power than that to which 
it 'owes its exiſtence, I mean tlie Power of 
the People, whoſe proper weight and autho- 
rity in the ſcale of Government is now ling 

in every part of Europe, and I truft will n 
much longer be depreſſed in this Country, 

either by the Luſt of Power in the Monarch, 


or Ariſtocratie Jealouſy in the Peer. 


The Plan of Parliamentary Negermation 
which-F'laid before Sir George S Siivite in 1756, 
and before the Freeholders of Middleſex in the 
cloſe of 1779, L have thought it my duty to keep 
uniformly in view; although, "through a de- 
ſire of promoting uniformity, not not very hand- 
ſomely „ 1 have aſſented to partial 

meaſures, 
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meaſures, and have been content to uſt the, 
language, of ſervility ta a Tribunal which, av 
the moment I eſteemed corrupt. (11, pt 

I muſt, alſo. beg leave to es that 
friends of Major Cartwright's f hag = 
been indefatigable in * endeavo! Aa 

up the ſpirits of the Friends of 
every part of the kingdom, 7 5 = 
ſaw meaſures embraced in preference to theſe 
which they verily believed would have 
awakened the flumbering virtue of the People. 
That they have too great a reg be 
facred cauſe they are engaged in, to. 
their, efforts on account of a difference of 
opinion; nor is it probable that even the 
event you dread, viz. the breaking up of the 
Aſſociations, which they have uniformly, en; 
deavaured to preſerve. in being, would induce 
them finally to deſpond. Having. laid, thus 
much reſpecting what is paſt, permit me ta 
offer a few "one: reſpecting. be ods 
ceedings.. - v7 Ivo! 

The cauſe 0 are engaged in, 175 4 
which Honour and true Patriotiſm, will not 
ſuffer any man to relinquiſh who has; em» 
braced it upon a proper principle; and there; 
fore I am conſident the Gentlemen of York; 
ſhire. will ſteadily, perſevere; a Gmilar. perſe- 
verance of the Virtuous may be expected in 
every part of England. Of this they may 
feſt perſuaded, that if they purſue, Wich a 
proper degree of vigour, theſe; meaſures, 
Which are founded in juſtice, are ſtrictly con- 
GO; and of which the utility is Wee 


I 


( 557. ) 
to ordinary apprehenſions, they will meet 
with the full concurrenee of the People, and 
that concurrence will enable hen. to effect 
their purpoſe. Doſe. cee $;of ſuch principles 
as will abide the trial, I Ie my confidence 
in the protection of Heaven; + T therefore will 
not, indeed I cannot deſpond. 1 4620 

With reſpect to difference of Kmp | 
it muſt be expected for à time; let us nat 
obſtruck a free diſcuffion of thie ſubjeR, Tather 
let us fedulouſly promore it. 1. us reflect, 
that true unauimi W flouriſhes only where 
free diſeufſion pre yiouſly prevailed j 
and that as the Commons Hove of Parha- 
ment cannot 165 fald to in Teall reſtored 
to freedom and indep 850% nale — 


the ſentiments of the de era , every 
Enghſhinan Bas a Fight to be conſulted in its 
formation, ” 'p 


© T have nay locken hy Fottchi with à 
fecdom for 'which I ſhalt make no "apology; 
becauſe the ſubject requires fincerity of im 
fention, and, the utmoſt plaitmefs of eech. 
will only add, that 1 ml be happy in hears 
from you and that, with the moſt cordial 

re Peng nd eſteem, *, * ny OO 
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| Letter from the Rev. C. Wrynt ts | T 


Pr. Joux Juv. 
: | 1117's en Has TL2yoor, 4. an 198i, 
Received the favour of your Letter of the 
2th of this month, and had no reaſon to 
thipk it had been opened at the Poſt· oſſice. 
Wben I expreſſed an apprebenſion that 
there was a tendency to ee of ſome 
of the Aſſociated Bodies, I did not allude to, 
that of Lorkſhire. It is hut juſtice to aſſure 
you that the Yorkſhire Gentlemen adhere with 
unſhaken fir mnęſs to the cauſe of arllament- 
ary Reformation. But I fear ſome other Aﬀo- 
eiations are not ſo much to be relied on: ſome 
hate occurrences ſeem to indicate they have 
not that earpeſt attachment to the Cauſe which 
we could wiſh. And the ſeparation of the 
moſt powerful part of the Nobility, and the 
want of unanimity among the Agents of the 
People, are not likely to ether that zealous 
erſeverance, without which no good can be 
—j On this account, I wiſh moſt a xioufly 
t thoſe Gentlemen who think the Counties 
ave not gone far enough in their propoſal. 
of Reformation, may ſee reaſon to change 
their opinion, and inſtęead of preſſing for 
what probably cannot be obtained, may re+ 
to ſupport a Plan, which, attempting 


an * E 


, 6 


. 
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1 


what 


1 


1 

what ſeenis to be an advantage not 2 
the more extenſive ſcheme, is likel to be 
obtaitzedi hy à legal and peaceful oppoſition, 
without the hazards of a Civil War; and on 
this account I wiſh ſucceſs: to an reaſonable 
ſcheme whbichccam be propoſed 2 
the Noble arid the Aſſociations, by Bon 
cohfhefill u Without a Reform of Parliaz 
ment, however ſucceſsfully the Crown might 
be would be duped, and 
no material benefit would be obtained for the 
Public. But withiaut Geferal Union, ho at- 
tempt to reform Parliament can be ſucceſs 
ful; and therefore a Plan of Reformation, in 
which the numbers requiſite. to effect it ars 
never likely to unite, ought not, in prudence, 
to be puſhed againſt one of lels nN 
much more likely toi ſueteed. 

Theſe are the views Which; from the be 
Seeing wf ce Popular Oppoſition, habe go- 
verned my conduct; and Fa am not ſenſible of 
=- thing wrong in this mode of reaſoning. 

I a perſon of your excellent ſeiſſe and Per- 
2 2 of intention ſhould detertnine ts 

take a different lie; I am Hear this muſt ariſe 
from your ſeeing the ſubject in a fight In 
Which! it does nat appear to me; ad there- 


fore I am awure tlie arguments which are tb 
me convineing 


may take" nb impreſſioti vn 
your mind, us thoſe hien decide your dg 
ment may have litt le eſfect on mie. In fte 
vaſe, I doubt not the intentions on both ſides 
may bs equally. honeſt ; but the difference of 
conduct being unavoiduble, it were to nt 
A purpoſe 


1 
1 
EE 
F 
1 
1 
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its effect on Engliſh 
hs will probably not paſs . 


{ 519) 


oſe to prels any farther tonſiiaration of 
he ſubjecdt-. metal svilnents 9101 981 
I beg my compliments to Mrs. Jebb, and 
1 218 v/ vi e 10 SRH di 2061777 
Sei Dear Gr, bh 1 2000028 210 
„abe 2211-24 
n JSn96 Tour moſt faithful ſervant,” 
| it o AG & 1000117 W CWT. 
Algitn two!) of all 2381 tl tern 
„ t honest db otanct lia on 
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AI with 1 your candid 
and friendly Letter. I ſee: we may differ, 
and yet preſerve the utmoſt mutual regard. 
Mine for you is moſt aſſuredly unabated, be- 
cauſe it is founded upon the full conviction 
that you are in earneſt with reſpect to the 

Treat. Cauſe. in dais in dtn Hol 


I am, happy in thinking that Cale! 1s — 


likely to, get forward 116 


I have reaſon to belieye;there will 18 be 


4 Preben in various parts, a ſtrong remon- 


rance againſt the gontinuance of the Ame- 
Tican, War. I hope it will be taken up with 


more than ordinary ſpirit ; and dhe injuſtice 


and impolicy of it, conſidered; with reſpect to 
„were it to be 


| (at) 

All our Friends will unite on this ground] 
and I hope 3 wilt ſobm ſee ſome exertions 

will give. pleaſure 
Robots Friends 0 To EV 1 9 0 
2 ſee by the Courant of this day in what 
light the Friends of Liberty in Vat look 
upon the queſtion of ſhortened Parliaments: 
Th place it in the front rank of Re forma 

on-mealures. Tan ſatisfied that Lord Maho 

U! got ſacceed in his idea of compromifung 
with the Minority; yet t ey will pe, ours; 
ours from a ſelfiſh view, if we are Ready to 
our on Cauſe. Let us hold falt the Truth, 

and th Truth will make us fre. 
Took forward with pleaſure to the opkra⸗ 
iohs of the next winter — With Mrs. A 


W go and every good wih, I am 
Sincerely and ade Toi your's; x 6 Bb. 
11 4 


| "kai -Sriner, 2775 LY hi. 
c >» 426493}. un. 


5.8. | Attihica; x Gut wil. Avril fooft 

as Independence is eſtabliſhed. 1 hope and 
belleve that day is not now far diftafit; What 
a great event will this be in the Civil arid Reli- 
gious Hiſtory of Mankind Its probable effect 
en both 'the Religion and Civil Happineſs 'of 
Mankind has not yet beef fully conſidered: 

The Geſpel will trirmph 16 conſequence of 
the true ſpirit of Toleration N eſtabliſhed 
in the Tranſatlantie World.” ü 


OJ, £50353; +3 8 Int | A DIHIGOW. 3 
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- againſt what js ſaid for the partial Reform. 
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8 Dear Wyvill, ( 4 . 2 is an 
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1 RECEIVED your ſecond obliging favo! 
1 with the incloſed Addreſs, this evening ; 
had received alſo your former one, and. h 
ſent you a printed Copy of my Letter to 
Robert Bernard, which I truſt by this time 
you have received, I will tell you my opi- 
nion frankly. So far as the ſecond Addreſs goes, 
with reſpect to the argument for, Parliament- 
ary Reformation, I like it greatly. I am no 


think it is executed in a maſterly manner, a 


5 J wiſh to ſee the whole argument diſcuſſed, 


and therefore will promote its diſperſion; but 


you ſee that I cannot do this, without at the 


{ame time hinting ſome obſervations on what 
] ſee is againſt the plan I favour... Were I to 
do other wiſe, 1 mould certainly act , diſinge- 


*& | <#*7 


thus giving an handle to the common adver- 
ſary to attack us as wild Enthuſiaſts, &c, 
Whereas, in order to get what you propoſe, 
it would have been more advantageous to 
have let us proceeded our own way, without 


maſking our ſcheme as impracticable; the 


objection 


r I * 


of Pha 
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thet 


of the 8 2 15 What Was pro- 


per to be d alte wiſhed ſome 


Pris of ſnatch oy 45 1 ge from the 


eyes of Majeſty Duke Grafigh, in ain 
rb Tan him the nar guy — ke 
e 


f R nd, that we mult put arms into t 


bangs uy Ne n "4s We had no Army for 


12 pis of, Rockingham, that 


2 people would take their affairs into their 
own hands. — This told haſtily by a Friend 
come from the Houſe. But the great point 
is, that if to-marrow;s. light does not ſhow 


things very different from what we exp 


the whole Metropdlis will be in motion 
ſtrong remonſtrance tothe Throne. In this 
ſome very diſtinguiſhed Characters will take 
the lead; and it is imagined that there will 
be a greater ſpirit and unanimity than ' 
City has gven yer cem, 
90 t mention the things that * 
S RehoboanupDn this occaſion. 
och, which was fareleen-this 
9 0580 an impreſſion by no means to hin 


198 None of the Cabinet avow it. I 


has ropped from, che clouds;-at leaſt cha 
Was this $ morning's ſentiments, 14 
aw 


( 534 : 
I draw a favourable aygury from th ſe thipgy. 
The People will be 259 more alive, and 
Committees will receive the t. in due 
time. Tknow you are not againſt more 
done, could you ſee it practicable. It 
you will ſoon fee it is practicable, Tami y 
prejudices, ſuc a thoſe of Devonſhire, c. 
do miſchief. Let us explore the right way, 
and purſue it Rcadily, and all will do well. 
I have the reateſt confidence in your ſpi- 
rit, and the ſpirit of your Compatriots in 
Yorklhite, though we differ in the means. 
Ide Poſt is going by: therefore, concludp 
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I THANK you for the parcels, which T will 
diſpoſe of as directed. I thank you for your 
friendly Letter, Youſee what is oing on under 
5 of the Quintuple- . hd a 
will adopt the ſame form. 3 . 
ſaid, is about the fame buſineſs; and E 
You —_ — ineloſed the” ſimplicity of we 
| 2773 200 1; * e enn '* Majority 
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Majority of both Houſes to combine with 


him. To-morro an important queſtion = 
moved: if they Hail, they 1 will probably c 


& the People! and wilt alt our g 
eſtion' of Parl amentary berry Gich- 
teh nothitig 


oy ut as, it. 1. a mor; n more Gtis 
that Parliament maſt be, reformed per /altum. 


The London People are much in earneſt, and 
the Friends to Parliamentary; Reform increaſe 
in Weſtminſter. Without a ſingle exdeption 
they are for addreſſing againſt the American 


War, Other meaſures are ſcheming, if re- 


monſtrance fails; all purſuing the line of 
peaceable oppoſition, and all tending. to in- 
form che People in their Rigbts 

I perceiyve to- night that the Weſtmiuſter 
Petition is printed in the Engliſh Chronicle 
very exactly. Gxeat pains were taken in its 
conſtruction. That expreſſion 'of- yours to 
Mr. Hollis makes me think you ſuppoſe we 
are loſing fight of the great object; quite the 
reverſe, You will find it puſhed with more 


vigour, and, I truſt, with effect, by the Friends 
of Liberty in the Metropolis, who ſee the 


weakneſs. of Parliament, and will aſſuredly 
claim their ſhare, whenever a Reformation 
of it in any degree is demanded. T 


Your's affeQionarely, N 
| . JOUN JERB. 
ee Dee. 124 21781... 


P. S. I wanted-to go directly to the point 


of American Independence. Paper IX. 


—ͤà—œůb—ẽ— ũ —ꝛöͤ —— ͤ x 


1 (536 
| 15 Mucha 2 BO St 110 4 MP (lt 4 161. 


ö | 1 rue m. | 0. -an * 
"The Humble 1 15 5 Petition, ny 1 


| i i francs of the Electors and Inhabitants fay- 
| ing Taxes 10 Government, refident in the 


City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, /.... 


| JT MPRESSED: with an awful ſenſe of the | 
5 dangers which ſurround us, feeling for out- 
-ſetver and our poſterity, anxious for the glory 
of a Country, hitherto as much renowned for 
the virtues of juſtice and humanity as for the 
| - ſplendour of its arms, we approach your 
| I brone with ſentiments becoming Citizeris at 
| ſo alarming an hour, and at the ane time with 
that reſpect which is due to the Monarch of 
a free People, and a Prince of the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Brunſwick, to which we feel our- 
ſelves in a peculiar manner attached by all 
the ties of gratitude and aſfection. 
It is with inexpreſſible concern that we 
have heard your Majeſty declare, in your 
Speech . to both Houſes of Parliament, your 
intention of perſeyering in a ſyſtem of mea- 
| ſures which has proved fo diſaſtrous to Whs | 
| Country. 
Such a declaration calls for the voice . , 
free and injured People ; we feel the reſpe& 
due to majeſty z but, in this critical and > yg 
matnent, to flatter is to betray. 
Your Majeſty's Miniſters have, by falſe 40 
ſertions and fallacious ſoggeſiions, deluded 
your Majeſty and the Nation into the preſent. 
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the 'aiſriembermevt”, of the "Expire has been 
cruel and difaſtrous, could ; por 15 he | 
conſidered but as a great nc and prieyon + 5 
lamity. w 
We do." therefore, melt Kitty" kaplere 
your ' Majeſty” to take alf theſe circumiſtagees” 
into your Royal conſideratibn, and, to TT, 3 
pare the preſent, firuati n of your. domin in ions. 
with that uticoinmont ſtate of pro het 6" 
which, the wiſdom of 5 your R al Ante 
the ſpirit and Bravery 5 the Britin Peay gp | 
and, han hp els ur of, Divine rape of 1 eh 
natu tten n n 
and a eee rai 
Country, the pride and, envy of 41 the 
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Dear Wil. 01 31664! $87 4 18513 20 . 3 
AM much obliged vy ee information 1 you 
) commuricated to me, reſpecting Lord 
Stlelburnes Meſſuge, which I have thought 
of e day . our Letter ® Arrived, 
wi ou bein able t come to any concluſign 
gelen miu hats IK .r the probable — 
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with ſteadineſs; and therefore I am the more 
ſolicitous that Yorkſhire may ſet an example 
in which all the Counties can concur. 

With &veny-geod with repetłing che Cauſe 
you have ſo much at heart, and which is 
really that Cauſe which inc 


in it every 
thing that is valuable to Tafeln 8 


not fot ere Hai L bagiido douam MA 
b1oJl Aal boten 7 ionately, aur 4. 
zA rods vid L doidu 2! JOHN. KBB. N 
C a5, OA 2% 9. >: it eb % 10 


l Se 10 lie V og $1206 iy 


ine, he. Nader wiſh 


O pr Mc: lations, 
3 


N . 


the in 
th larbem hab to « — te Yor 

be juſtly divi = ER = hoſe 
in We Mt Medopolis, ee you 1 ions 1 aal. On 


2 e af 79, mp 8 r e It 1 2 Fe. „%%% 


p89 Aids; v3 3s e Iwaiils 


Sr Og 


e 
en 5 \ ic 8555 5 200 8 

| * weve: 12 5 * 7 
laudable at firſt, were puſhed too far, n het 
ſtruggle for Reform, were productive of meaſures injurious to the 
Common Cauſe; and particularly, that to the conduct dictated 
by thoſe fears and jenlouſies, the riſe of the diſſentions in the Re» 
forming Bodies in part may be aſcribed, - 

On the other hand, it may be juſtly thought, perhaps, that the 
Committees of the is were too ſanguine in their hope of 
a very extenſive and com Reform, and too unwilling to unite 
cordially in promoting thofe imperfeR, yet till beneficial Reforms, 
which were propoſed by Yorkſhire, but which the influence of 
Yorkſhire never could induce the majority of the Counties to 
—— That the propoſal of mote extenfive improvements would 
but have increaſed the diſiddence of thoſe Counties ſeemes evident; 
yet the Agents in London ſtill protracted diſcuſſion, ſtill 

orkſhire to advance to more extended changes; not 
wel that theſe difſentions weakened Yorkſhire, without adding 


itor, and the worthy Dr. John jebb, thou 
pi $8 nnd oe — 


hey were engaged in the ſame Cauſe 


k 
the correſpondence was too frequently controverſial ; and the mea- 


ſures propoſed or approved by one of thoſe Friends were often 
diſapproved, ſometimes firenuouſly oppoſed by the other. But 
their perſonal regard remained unimpaired, and their political 
— unbroken: ſuch was the incomparable ſuavity of tem- 


per in Dr. Jebb, and ſo high was his Friend's eſtcem of his inte- 


grity, He was a man {Ar abilities, of extenſive learning; 
eloquent in his writings and in debate ; amiable for his candour 
and benevolence ; . roy? for his piety, and the ſtrict moralir 
of his private life ; oye —— public ome 2 Trut 
with the — idi 1 yr; and | Good with 
the ardour © no Kachafiad 1 — 

The Editor has thus endeavoured to do juſtice to the charactet 
of his Friend, while he marked the difference of political ſenti- 


ment which frequently ſubſiſted between Dr. Jebb and himſelf, 


In juſtice to his own character, he may be allowed to explain par- 
ticularly, that he has always 3 Dr. Jebb's ideu of a 
ztatioa appointed by the People to treat with the King and 


Nobles for. a Reform of Parliament, without applying to the 


Houſe of Commons. It has always appeared to him to be a pro- 
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ME Committee of the Aſſociatlon of the- 
of York has dene me rut Ho- 
5 and you Sir, have given me very great 
pleafüre by the travifiniflion/'of che Circular 
Letter rekatin g to Parliametifary Reformation, 
which Lrectived! only a few Gay9 ago: 
AI perceive, by the pubſid advertiſopmemm 
of tlie Committee, that ancther General 
Meeting'is announeed for the 159th 'eutrent, 
L think it neceſſary to loſe no time to aſſure 
the Comtmittès that ry moſt ſtrenuous efforts 
ſhall not be Wantiug in Scetland, to meet the 
virta6ds Willles of the Conſtitutional Friends 

of Liberty. 
| 01 bihvelthe'pleAſur#46 Unforti y6u;ithat.the 
pepplę of Scotland are no awaking from the 
lethargy of a conrury, and that I am perſuaded 
they will evince, | if it I heteſfaryg that æbey 
BY are 


” 
— — — — 


8 _ 


-— —— — —— 


ERIE 1 "1 
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( 624) 
are intitled to uſe the motto of the ancient 
Order of the Thiſtle. - 

Deſcended, as I am, from the families of 
| Plantagener, 'Eudor;-and Stuart, -a5-nearly-as 
any ſubject in Britain, I feel a greater pride and 
excitement in my deſcent from that of ' Fair- 
fax, of which I have the honour to be one of 
the Repreſentatives: But my preteſt pride and 
glory is my uniform attachment to the Cauſe 
of Liberty, which, in the midſt of deſertion, I 
have never forſaken. 

Lam one of thôſe wretched anamalous be- 
ings called Peers of Scotland, and can do 
nothing in a Senate where the People have 
few friends; but 1 can make my voice be 
heard in this 8 and I lidpe hot in 
vain. I Jo 921mmed d 

I. hawdwern, never to deſert a TY 
Mo op orb 
will follow, is, M it. is neceſſary, as they. did. 

As ſoon- as J, San Collect the printed pre. 
ceedinꝑs of our Scoteh Committees, — — ng 
to Conſtitutional, Reform, and can at the 
time.;report the progreſs. in; the 8 
they ſhall be tranſmitięd to che Committee. 

e an, Rem. Hir, rl 2 11 110 om 

„un. ſincere reſpect and eſtecmy, 2: 

| tri 03 „ eee ſeryant,. ': 

4 we [£1190134431133n6.). 91h 16 "BUCHAN.” 
God. 10 

P. 8. In the ſtate of che buſineſs, xFlating £0 
Patliamentasy;Reform.io Scotland, I did not 
apprehend thay the Committee of the ele. 
gates, from the Counties ;of the Kingdom, 


would 


( #5) 
woull'enter into the cordial conſideration'of 
the excellent Letter bf the 226, which 1 have 
acktiowledged, bot mall not fall to take the 
firft Nd of in gk it before them. w 
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1 HAVE trnaſiniched depent as thalworthy 
Chairman of the Committee of Aﬀocia- 


tion of the County of Vork, the draught of 


two bills to be circulated in the Counties of 


Scotland, for the purpoſe of receiving an 
tion or ral approbation of thoſe 01 


cerned, ſo that a Petition may be preſented | 


to the Houſe of Commons for the purpoſed 
Bill or Bills of Reformation, which de g 
you'll lay before the Committee. 

I defire you will take the trouble to pre- 
ſent my molt reſpectful compliments to the 
truly reſpectable Committee where you pre- 
ſide, and to inform them that I have regu- 
larly attended the Meetings of our Scottiſh 
Delegates, and, though. a Peer, I have been 

rmitted to conſider myſelf, and to be con- 
e as a Scottiſh Freeholder, deſirous of 


, promoting the Conſtitutional Reformation-in 


queſtion, 


68³⁸ 


queſtion, and to give my advice and aſſiſtance 
in a buſineſs of ſuch, high import and advan- 
tage to my Fellow-Oitinens as extinguiſhes i in 
me all Ariſtocratical and Patrimonial Prei- 
dices, and inclines me to prove the circula- 
tion of the Engliſh blood in my veins, by en- 
deavouring to aſſimilate the Conſtitution of 
my poor Country, as much as poſſible, to 
that of one which has for many ages exhi- 

bited the greateſt ſpectacle of humanity, and 


the moſt intereſting fabric of Political Conſti- 


tution that ever aroſe in the world. 

May it recover from the diſeaſes which age 
and incident have brought upon it! May my 
dear native Country co- operate with her in 

the noble regimen. of that healing art in Go- 
vernment which is the Philoſopher 's Stone, 
and the Panacea of Politics}, May my little 
name be remembered as a Scottiſh Peer who 
dared to be ſingular, and to he unſwayed hy 
number or example in the proſecution of a 
canduct diftated to him by reaſon, and foſ- 
tered by an enthuſiaſtic attachment to the 
principles of lawful Laberty, and the rer 
chiſes of Britons, * 
1 have the Pon to ſubſcribe myſelf, | 
; ev | 
Laur obedient. od faichful 
21 80 humble ſervant, 
* | BUCHAN, 


The Editor has felt much regret on finding that his Letter to 
the Fal of Bochan, to which his Lardſhip's, Letter of the 2d of 


Pecember, 1982, is an anſwer, has not been preſerved among the 
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Lauer fis the Rev. C. WVVI LI to Sir'Cect 
1 yu "NOAA; Bart. o ne 00 
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—INDING ſome parts bey! late delle 
conduct are miſunderſtood, and diſapprov- Il 
ed by the Committe of London, and their dif- | 
approbation publiſhed in the News Papers, in | 
a Letter to me ſigned by their Chairman, I h 
wiſh to Joſe-no time in communicating to you 10 
my exoulpation; * If, in conſequence” of that 
explanation, I ſhall ſtand juſtified in your opi- 
nion, as having acted à confiſtent part, I ſhall - 
indeed be happy. return you my warmeſt 
P — of the very friendly man · 
ner in which, at a late Meeting of the Elec- 
tors of Weſtminſter, you declared yourſelf 
convinced of the honeſty of my conduct. 
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Ian, dear Sir, — 
With greater wy 
Jour moſt vbedient Wut | 
| . C. WVVILL. 
he lol theſe Political Papers the Editor 
- | ws Seher ere 
R 206 1154. Paper Il. 


© Paper II. 


Lens $0 Sir Ceci. WRAY, Bart, | to the 
Rev. C. WTVIL I. 


Dear Sir, 


1 HAVE the favour ef yours, with the in- 
cloſed'Copy of your Letter to the London 
Committee, of which you'defire my opinion. 
I do not know that your conduct requires 
the leaſt vindieation.— The zeal with which 
you have forwarded the Refortn of Parlia- 
ment, as it demands our gratitude; ſotit oughit 
to r you from obloquy where your own 

dgment directs you to ſteps different from 
the wiſhes of others, perhaps, bas = 
tending to the ſame deſired ends. N 

The manner in which you di 
buſineſs at the Thatched Houſe is certaialy 
not inconſiſtent with the mepſures. of che 
Vork Committee. Iown we did not underſtand 


it in the ſame way. The arguments again 


adopting the Duke's ſyſtem. were equally ap- 
plicable to any other ; and, as we, thought, it 
had better originate in the Houſe, than in 
any particular Committee, as Counties might 
differ in their opinions, and therefore we 
thought it better to have one hare ſtarted, 
than divide the purſult. 

laſtructions to your Members have the 
ſame bad tendency. The County cannot be 
called together every day, and tapſcqueptly 
your 9 muſt be de P and 


perhaps 
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perhaps your Members may be thrown into 


a line by themſelves. 'The adoption of ſpecific 
—_— in the Cbunty of York may alfo by 


ys one be treated as too afluming. 
oe For! will exciife the freedom h this, 
as well as the hurry a whicty it is written. 
] left Town this morning, and am now at 
Stamford, in « my way home - not impoſſible 
but I may ſee you on the 19th, g 10 0 
Jam, 
> yqQo9 Wirt | b. TJ 
te 9143 Mur very hambleod(ſervant; 
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| Paper III. j (11 291400165 
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Letter from the Rev. C. WrVvILL to Git 
| Cecil War, Bart. 
| ; Buzron-HaLtt Ap1i/ 443803» 
Dear Sir;#'© 7507.4: enn 
1 
INCLOSE for your inſpection a copy of 
1 your Letter to me, dated the 14th of 
December, 1782, which I wiſh to publiſh in 
my fourth volume of Political Papers, if, on 
peruſing. it, you fee no objection. My rea- 
ſon for this wiſh is, not that I may thus obtain 
an opportunity to controvert any poſitiom in 
your Letter, or to defend my Letter to 
Alderman Croſby and the conduct which had 
been blamed by him, but really and truly to 
acknowledge, that though. I ſtill think my 
motive was a good one for adviſing the York- 
ſhire Committee to adopt ſpecific propoſitions 
of Reform in a declaratory Reſolution, and that 
fach advice was not inconſiſtent with any en- 
gagement I had entered into at-the Thatched 
Houſe Meeting in 1782, yet I committed an 
error or impropriety of conduct, which I now 
ſee and wiſh to confeſs; and hence I would 
take occaſion alſo to explain how that fault 
might have been avoided, with a view to im- 
_ preſs on others, who may hereafter endeavour 
to promote thoſe temperate Reforms me 
| 8 


Ss s a« 1 


I) 
the ./Yorkſhire Committee in vain recom- 
mended, how neceſſary it is, in ſuch buſi- 
neſs, to guard againſt increaſing diſſentions, 
even at the very moment of endeavouring to 
obviate them, by taking due care to avoid in 
their conduct whatever may excite expecta- 
tions, to which, perhaps, their future conduct 
cannot exactly correſpond, without riſque or 


m to the Public Cauſe. 


ary 

in the apathy of the Nation; at prefent, little 
effect can be expected; but I truſt the time 
will come, when Liberty wilk be yatued as it 
ought, and Reform will again be contended 
for with better ſucceſs as ir muſt be, or Po- 
lar. Rights will be finally fwallowed up by 
hal Power. And wen the attempt 
to reſtore thoſe Rights, ſhalt be renewed, it 
may be uſeful to the worthy Patriots who 
may then engage in it, to be clearly informed 
what was done by the Reformers of our day. 
They may thus be better prepared to en- 
counter and ſurmount the diſficulties they 
will be fore to meet, and may not only reap 
inſtruction from what was right and prudent 
in the plans and conduct of their predeceſſors, 
but may profit even from their errors. 

- Such are my views in making this requeſt, 
your compliance with which I ſhall moſt 


gratefully acknowledge. But if you have a 


wiſn that your Letter ſhould not appear, I 
certainly ſhall lay aſide the idea of publiſhing 
it, and my confeſſion of blamable conduct, in 

„ls. the 


rom the publication of the ath volume, 


( 532 ) 


the caſe alluded to, may be peligtentf, or 
wholly ſuppreſſed. 6 n wed. tl 
Jam, oe 
"With the wm gd: 11909 
> nl Sir, Gn ens 
Moſt truly your nia) 

C. WYVILL: 8, 


Ide Editor owes his thanks to Sir Cecil Wray * —.— 
liance with this requeſt, and he pays them with the greateſt ſatiſ- 
ation, He feels a pleaſure in being obliged to this unblemiſhed 

Fatriot, and an boneſt pride in his. friendly regard and eſteem, 
continued through all the variations of political opinion, during 
more than twenty years. 

With reſpect to the er commits by. the Editor, on the 

-aſion here alluded to, the publication of theſe Letters, com- 

pared with his Letter to 33 Croſby, and the Reſolutions at 
the firſt of the Thatched Heuſe Meetings; renders any farther ex- 
of vin N E, mobary that * is free — 225 
ving failed to what was expreſsly agreed at ecting 
iS It is equally evident that his conduct was contraty 
expectations formed in conſequenee of what he ſaid, and 
4 — , on that — — 6ught to _ foreſeen, 
as a of what ; and he ought to 
kl pv ae yang br" the liberty o recommendin S the 
Yorkſhire Committee ſpecific articles of Reform in inſfructions, 
or declaratory reſolutions ; he ought to have declared expreſaly, 
re) * ow ſuch mode he r — og to bring oy 
— ropoſitions, thou a to the propri 
5 f — in general 2 5 in which all ropes — 
— of this 2 utionary declaration was a W 
Bs. for be certainly. deſerves 2 
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- YESTERDAY: hands my Motten in rs 

Houſe of Commons, and I Was well pleaſe? 
with the reception I met within the Houſe. 
Some perſons may imagine that a different 
line of conduct would have been more likely 
to be attended witſi ſucceſs. If I had not 
tried that laſt year, and had uot reaſon to 
think that I Was right (as to the ſueceſs of 
the meaſure itſelf) in not tamely acquieſcing 
in the manner in which the meaſure” was 
loſt; I ſhould have been n oftenifibly firm 


about Its! 00 foro 1d bine 


©1Econceive ſome Raben to by the moſt ne- 
ceſſary of all objects; and as long as there are 


hopes of ſucceſs, (which there are cireum- 
ſtances to renew) {I will not abandon the bu- 


ji 28 „abi 12th ibu 07 200 bib I flew 


I ba been informed by a Yorkfhire' Gen- 
tleman of great credit, that the Gentlemen in 
LI 3 that 
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that part of the Country are diſpleaſed at 
nothing having been done laſt year, and at 
the rejection of my County-Election Bill, If 
this fact be ſo, I wiſh extremely you would 
relate it directly to Mr. Wilberforce, in a 
Letter to be ſhewn, if neceſſary. And if you 
are, as 1 am, quite clear of opinion that the 
Bill for appointing different places of Poll for 
Yorkſhire, &c. cannot be founded on any 
principle that will zof be liable to endleſs dif- 
ficulty and objeRtion, except it be on the 
principle of making the Returning Officer 
and the Deputy Sheriffs miniferidl, inſtead of 
judicial Officers, I wiſh particularly that you 
would urge that circumſtance. For there are 
ſame Members who (not looking to any Polh 
ing Bil) wiſh to eſtabliſh a Regiſtep on theprim. 
ciple of Mr. Powys's Land- Tax Aſſefiment, 
where the Sheriff muſt be judicial. If a Polling 
Bill for Verkſhire be founded on that Plan, it 
will ail when attempted tu be executed in tho 
County at any Election. The meaſure will 
then be. diſgraced, (even ſhould ſuch! a mea- 
ſure paſs Parliament) which it would, as it 
would. ſtrengt hen the objections to the Plan 
beyond meaſure ; the conſequence of this 
would be, that the object would be more 
completely damned, than if nothing were to 
be attempted at all at preſent. Nou will re- 
collect that I attempted to write a Bill on 
that principle at. frfb, but I fee clearly, how 
well I did not to purſue that idea, as it would 
be attended with inconvenience without end. 
1 119112911097) 207 16473 210979 18519 109 nt 
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If you agree with me in the outline of the 


above, I wiſh you td warn * two worthy 


d in el > RO. . 1 


one. 


be more af) taina bad one. For it is 
not ibi. Bil” of 7 5 4 Bill, but every Bill of 

Reform that is deteſted by, men of 
rinciples.— The Plan ought to be and 
is) to endeavour to beat chem. 
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{ bugs)” sd o 30990 an oil: mighty 
EHfbybo means ahanged: my; opinion, 

ſince I had laſt the pleaſnre ta donverſe 
with your: ip;/29itctheyWpbject of your 
Election- Bill. I then thought, and I till 
think it woujd eſtabliſh a mate e- 
_ of 4 — * if only 


9 ee 
che . bg e e ABR l Jeg 
freſh importance, and becomes an object 
which well deſerves the greateſt exertion to 
attain it. It is alſo, in my apprehenſion, a 
meaſure which probably might be carried by 
al! renuous effort now; but which the 


Court may feel itſelf ſufficiently ſtrong, a year 


or two hence, to refuſe to Mr. Pitt, however 
earneſtly he might then inſiſt upon it. And 
I am inclined: to think it would be for Mr. 
Pitt's intereſt, that he and his friends ſup- 
ported the Bill effectually, while his admini- 
ſtration went on ſmoothly, rather than that 
they ſuffered it to be loſt now, for want of 
ſufficient exertion, from the expectation of 


being 


reſpect, nothing can 


U 90 
being betten able io car ty it ſome yeurs hence. 


duch elepectation Hardly! can be well founded. 


It us perhaps much more probabley"that by 
char time diſſentioris may have ariſeti in a 
Cabinet haſtily formed in the moment of diſ- 


iir and o οοently compoſed of 'perſbhy' 


uchéle ſegtitnents' differ widely on points of 
tub prſt importance. If nuch diſſettions 
ſhould break but, hot only the meaſure itſelf 
veeuld/beiloſt; but any ertions Which Mr. 
Pitt miglite then make t carry it, watild ſe 
their merit with the Publie . The Miniſter's 
preſſing the Election- Bill, and other medſtires 
brit hef Eine tendency would then be don ſi- 
dered as m attempt to gam popularity, be. 


J the ſupport f Yity was wanted 
_ C ir, hots L 


ane priefluig: Mintions thowld end 
in Mr! Nttis retirtment from Power, would 
havũ tod much the appearance of Oppoſition- 
Poligyycatid grazing a ne] Government with 
a Unpedſant eon wb pded for That pur · 
Ay. Bh Gu 

ported note, the Mibiſter would reap the 


 fllforeditof havint/finezrely done his utcmoſt 


to cddeairy this: Con ſtitutional Improvement 
ani ih ihinłc the [cotifequerices would bey chat 
the Fuhlie woutg-atſo; be convinced that: he 
had dedwequilly fineeres in the propoſa) more 
immediately his'own, for} A ſyſlematic im- 

ovement bf our R 


more unjuſt than the 
ſuſpicions and diſfati faction which I have 
founti i /chIs. part of the Country, and which, 

believe, have been excited partly by the 
JI wn — Opponents 


the BI were ſtrenusuſiy 


entation. In this - 
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Opponents. to Mn, Pitt's: Adminiſtration; and 
partly, by his Colleagues in Power, Who are 
averle from any ſcheme of Parliamentary 


Reformation. - I have laboured, 'wherever 1 


met with ſuch ill founded jealouſies, td remove 
them, and frequently not without ſuceeſs. 
But I believe fuch jealouſies Mill prevail in 
Vorkſhire, and probably in other parts of the 
kingdom, to a conſiderable extent. And df 
the attempt to earxy this Bill ould: be de- 
ig again, in the manner it was laſt year; 
it 18 D the diſguſt would; be much 
increaſed, 11% bg Md-nc: L 2119. Nil t) * 
I. have now given y opinion, f ad 
without 8 8 this part of your: Lords 
ſhip's. Letter. With, reſpect to that part 
which remains to he anſwered, my fefitiments 
E 
wou Wer no pur poſe to 
to our tWoworthy friends. Refpeting/youv 
Lordſtup's intreductory ſpeech; which ye 
had the to incloſe, L tho 
doctrines advanced by/ the Chandelbor laſt 
year, when he threw. out the Election Billz 
richly deſerye your. corretiod ; but whether 
the correctlon you have given will-bo ſerivices 
able or not, it might perhaps have been ads 
miniſtered in a different ſtage of the ene 
with ſeſs diſſatisfaction to our friends. 
2 em. with: 'the greateſt regard. 197715 FA: | 
© 5 dear Lord, (13044 01 1g 42-4 Ci JT 
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your Hordſhip's Letters, nor acknows 
ledge. the having received the very:intereſts 
ing intelligence you had the goodneſs to ſend 
me, I hope I need not aſſure you hot much 
I' was obliged; by both. In truth. it was too 
mortifying to me to ſee how all Our hopgy 
art Allen aber ſo ſine a proſpect uf ſucneſu 
in what I deem the only cauſe deſerving a 
Aruggle. Not that I mean any thing) like 
commotien by that word ſtruggle, but Lthink 
is beneath a: man of fpirit and virtue; who bay 
generous! views: of ſerving the Public, to en- 
Porn any / political conteſt, however it may 


us odject the promotion of meaſures neceſſary 
for the preſervation of Public - Läberty 
Others, who paſs for men of honcur, may 
contend for this Leader or for that, and plead 
for it private friendſhip, attachment; to 
Party, or the ſuppoſition that a better. admi- 
niſtration of affairs may be expected from 


theſe Public Men than from others; but lam 
perſuaded that ſome little, paltry, ſelhiſ mo- 
tive will generally be found lurking at bottom 
a 1 2 various pretences. In ſimilat 

| ſituations, 


HOUGH. — heed _ 


irefully conducted, which has not: fob 


(. 540 ) 
ſltuatione, the plan and principles of every Go, 
vernment are nearly allke. There may be much 
greater abilitięs in the Cabinet at one . 
than another; the conſequence will uſually 
be, that the plan of ' Government, whatever 
the temper, underſtanding, and faculties of 
the Nation, combined with; other q oircum- 
ſtances, may determine that to be, will be 
executed with greater dexterity and ſuccęſs 
by thoſe who have the greateſt ſhare of abi- 
Hries, but in the plan itſelf little or no dif- 
ference will take plabe. At preſent, a vir- 
tuous Miniſter, ſuch as I ooheelve Mr. Pitt to 
be, muſt conduct his Adminiſtrationion prind 
eiples inferior, in an extreme degree; to his 
eon worthy-views; He muſt act thus or hs 
muſt ruin his Adminiſtration by an attempt 
to goveri more virtuouſly tlian the temper: of 
the thneg Rel require, or, in fact, would en- 
dure; ſo that if the radical faults in ih frame 
of Go verument temain, the natural effect of 
tlioſe 7 corrupting eircumſtances q will follow, 
with far leſs variation) of more ori leſt evil, 
than Party Zealots are apt to imagine. The 
true object of Public Spirit, therefore, is, to 
correct thoſe radical faults; and then a good 
Miniſter will be able to povern upito his on 
prineiples, and a' bad Miaiſter willq not be 
able to govern by hit. 
Im ſenſible, my Lord, how entirely miſ- 
placed theſe remarks! would be, -were. they 
deſigned as an exhortation to your iÞbrdſhip 
ro perſevere in that truly diſintereſted con- 
duct which has — O67) {4 
noa ee 


(68 
Pfear I muſt add ſo ſingulariy matked » 
character. But the;-canfiderations Which 
wiſh,/ to: ſu in conſequence of them are 
ſomewhat different, It is but too evident, 
that the Party for Political. Reformation is 
weak, and diſpirited, and without ſome ac 
ceſſion of; ſtrength, from favourable events 
its efforts:are not likely to be attended with 
ſucceſs, atleaſt not to any great extent; In 
this ſuuation, it ſeems, to be our true policy 
to cultivate as much as poſſible, a good un- 
derſtanding with thoſe Friends to our meaſures 
who, from various Perſonal and 
have yet given them but a faint and inefficient 
ſupport, ſince the unfortunate ſeparation of the 
Popular Party. Chance, which produced that 
diviſion, ' may bring on a re- union; Perſonal 
and Party motives may ceaſe to operate ſo 
extenſively, or rather may take a ne direo: 
tion, and opetate to our advantage : in a few 
years events may happen which are unfore- 
ſeen at preſent, by which the Nation may be 
rouſed once more to a ſenſe of its danger from 
the corruptions of Parliament; Mr. Pitt's Plan 
of Reformation may then be adopted as the 
meaſute of the United Popular Party ; and in 
that caſe its ſucceſs, either in the ſyſtem, or in 
detail, cannot be very remote. 

But if time is not to produce thoſe fortu⸗ 
nate eyents, during the preſent age, it is ſtill 
of the utmoſt conſequence to prevent the far- 
ther. ſubdiviſion of che Friends. of Political 
Reformation. J moſt; particularly deprecate 
a rupture between your Lordſhip and 8 
Sed! itt. 


Party motives, 


WL 

Pitt. In his attempt to reform our Repre+ 
ſentation he was ill ſupported in Parliament; 
and moſt ſhamefully deſerted by the majority 

of thoſe Counties who had fo loudly demanc 
ed that Reformation. It would be unjuſt, I 
think, to charge him with inſincerity, either 
becauſe he did not carry the great queſtion, 
or becauſe, having loſt it, he did not inſtantly 
reſign. On the contrary, I truſt, his conduct, 
in retaining his ſituation, will prove ultimately 
beneficial to the cauſe, I even entertain freſn 
hopes of ſucceeding ſo far by his aſſiſtance, as 
that we may gain your :Lordſhip's County 
EleRion Bill, under: certain-modifieations, and 
alſo ſeveral other points of great importance, 
as ſubſidiary parts of the ſyſtem. 
It is true, the County-EleRion Bill was loſt 
in the Houſe of Lords laſt year in a ſtrange 
manner; and in the preſent year, notwith- 
ſtanding a very reſpectable ſupport from Mr. 
Pitt's immediate connections, was again de- 
feated there by a formidable eoalition of the 
King's Friends and- the 'Whig Ariftoeracy. 
But it is in vain to attempt to diſguiſe the. 
truth from ourſelves; the Bill really was not 
popular out of doors, and it was ſtill lefs liked 
in the Houſe of Commons. - 'The prineiples 
of the Bill are indeed unexceptionable, but 
the regulations deviſed for eſtabliſhing à per- 
fect Regiſter were thought by many of our 
Friends too complicated and treubleſome, as 
well as too remote from the preſent practice, 
therefore likely to create great 
the bulk of ordinary Freeholders, to _ 
INE: | | e 
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thoſe regulations would have been 


ſented! as ſo many reſtraints of their moſt 
valuable franchiſe. A diminution of good 
votes alſo, from neglect to comply with the 
new proviſions, was much apprehended hy 
ſome of our warmeſt Friends, who ſtrenu- 
ouſly ſupport the — = „who even voted 
far the Bill, but 'who ſeemed heartily glad 

it wap not carried. Could we then expect 


our Friend to foree throngh the Houſe er 
Lords, againſt the decided opinion of two of 


the ſtrongeſt Parties in it, a Bill ſo doubtingly 


paſſed by the Houſe of Commons, and ſo little 


reliſhed by the People? 1 think not. But if 
thoſe vbjetions can be removed by certain 
modifications; if the regulations which are 
thought too troubleſome, inſtead of N = 
tended to every caſe were applied on 
thoſe where fraud might really be ſuſſ od, 
and other parts of the plan were accommo- 
dated as much as poſſible to the preſent prac- 


tice, the meaſure, I doubt not, might be in- 


troduced into the Houſe of Commons afreſh, 
with more general ſatisfaò ion to the People, 
and a more hearty coneurrenee of our Friends 
in Parliament. In that caſe, I flatter myſeif 
Mr. Pitt would interfere, boldly and effec- 
taally. to accompliſh the buſineſs, and fucceſs 
in this material 8 
to othet im portant bet uſitions. Dun At 
'"Whit 1 have rde Gut, with pertec 
aeetey and bnsdenct to your Lordſhip, is 
not des relult of 1 own ſanguine ſpe- 
* | culations. 


reſpect Wo, peer, lead 


far, from being well eſtabliſhed 3 I underſtand: 


Be ( 544) 
eulationa. Ia a late'cotreſpondence withiMr 
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his ideas on theſe ſubjects, in the manni;/colns 
cide with mine. He even was the fitſt 160 
mention his reſolution to bring the ſubject of 
your Bill before the Houſe next winter, but 
he ſeems to think of modifying it by ſomeſxl- 
teration Which he did not explaid. L ap 
plauded this reſolution, and ſeized the appors 
tunity to ſtate my opinion ſtrongly of the 
heceſſity there is, in other 'views beſide 
that of the public advantage, that County 
Elections ſhould be regulated in ſome mode 
on the principle of your Bill; and alſo, that 
other meaſures, above alluded to, ſhould be 


| introduced with an effectual ſupport. Ftom 


the anſwer, of Mr. Wilberforce, I have, no 


daubt of a perfect concurrence of ſentintent; 


on his part, and, conſequently, that in the 
courſe of next Seſſion great exertions may be 
expected from him. Thus far I think myſelf 
allowed to impart, in confidence, to your Lord- 
ſhip, | what paſſed in that correſpondence, 


though, in compliance with Mr. Wilberforce's 


opinion, I ſaedese a more ne expladir 
tion, / 


Wat the healih "of le exediient fandln 


he is gone to Bath with his ſiſter, who is; very 
much indiſpoſed. It is hut too; prohahle that 
attention to her health, and the weak ſlate of 
bis own; .may render the buſineſs: of modify- 
ig 1 MY! too Jaborious a taſk, eſpecially 
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Wilberforbe, I have had the pleaſure: tofind | 
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would WiN eetothitichd td yo ts act: With 
peciillat'eatifion i this buſineſs! Conleivity 
important; It is dne of thofe 

which Ido not like experittients! Tu By 
the Bill Was not popular out of dB0187 1 
always appeared to me to have beef vety its 
tle known out of doors, any further than its 
title; and T'conceive that none! 6F us, under 
ſuch circumſtandes have ſufficient data to de- 
ar or unpopular with the 


People at lar 

Vou fay i it. was iu less popular in the Houſe 
of Commons.” I believe that you will agree 
with me, that I know more than ei e 200 


or our friend Wilberforce: upon 7 
jet; for I am ſure I ſpeak within compals, 


When, Laſſert-chat- I. have had- conuerſations 
with conſiderably above one hundred and fifty 
Members of the Houſe of Commons upon that 
Bill, one by one, and J aver that the Bill was 


as well liked by the generality of Members in 


that Houſe as any, meaſure I ever — ſug- 


geſted, that tended towards a ſub/fantial Re- 


form of Parlament, Mr. Grenville's popular 


and excellent Bill alone ernte . 
that ſome of thoſe who ſuppo 8. 
their —_ chi ſome 1 had de "a 


neee 


ga fe Tae ct to all Sept 115 
the He 


pee e 55 * 5 


| by Cominons, wen 1 2 I was) 


odd not 


. TT. 


635 
te thin twenty in one Bear, and not 
157 o in and ber, egal in 


muſteted up 4 't? It 

5 a 1 0 45 had reaſon to ex- 
% Ber fuppole, For argument, that the 
Dill had Bot k popular in Fr Honſe of 


mw 75 1 75 M. for a Re- 
8 ar 555 8 Houſe”! imons, 


ected two to due? But was it 
wh 224 excellent f Pan w wie expect 
1 pon fiich queſtions, eyen Stn 
e en t 900 ves out” friends ?' Do 
70 ER Wehe y Akkerations Will diminiſh 


the number of ou r de N You are too 
he reaſons 


1 lainteg ith f th#r op- 
to Belles it. It is not 18 the Houſe 
0 pot he nt We {jt vg but in the 


aeg es Lands, find 03 that for obe 85 


We nh pear?'th the to 400 60 h, evident 
pit e us te f 0 f W es 9 55 to the 
t Yeu, £ 58 e of Lards, was 
nella Treat friend, of Lord Thurlow, 
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Cal nh 7 in my opinion, did 
aß ea \ 11100 afl his objections under 
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Adly, He, aid, the Sree tee c His 

e 0d expatiated much 

upon that ſubject. t 3 „ that 

he did nat. Object to the. th, a8 more 
| objectionable than the pr — oath z; on th 
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at an 4050. 5 5 this was 5 nec 
objection, and I undexſtand hit pledged to 

this opinion. 5 eee of! 

2 4 informed you T had aited u | 

Biſhop afterwards, and 8 What pail alle. Par 
can be more reaſonable than his e to 
ſubſtitute, for for the oath, - a Jimple d. 
(even in like Ade to hien ſhoul 


nexed the penalties of * PREY 5 ne, 
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pecuniary nalty, y 
ſuggeſtion 15 the Hin of of Lords, 
was evidently abſur en | 
man may, indemnify. a poor ma again 


but againſt the Hillory it 1 is 8 5 0 6 
curriog the heavy flüge of 2 ; 


perjury. 15 | 
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Lord C. Kc. a fair and honourably retreat, 
Be it ſo.—I will join to applaud that policy; 
but do it, at leaſt, ſo as to ſatisfy Lord Thur- 
low's friend, Do not make alterations neyer 
hinted at even 58 955 ſoul in the Houſe 

he 


\ 


of Lords, but let the Biſhop of Bangor haye 
the credit of having the Bill altered on pur- 
poſe to meet his objections. The Lord C. 
may then conſiſtently ſuppgrt your Bill of 
1787, and abuſe my two former, Bills. Let 
him do fo, and I ſhould, (then) not abuſe him 
in return, becauſe, he would deſerve our 
thanks. ra Beg | 
. If you can really, amend the Bill in other 
reſpects, without departing from the principles 
of it, well and good, But your Letter alarms 
me. You ſay the Bill was too remote, (in ſome 
rſons' opinion) © from the preſent practice. 
hy? Becauſe it is a regiſter, and becauſe no 
regiſter upon any principle of common ſenſe 
exiſts in the Counties of England. The very 
thing they object to, is the perfection of the 
Bill; for if it be not remote from the preſent 
practice, it will be but ill worth carrying. 
You then propoſe that the ſaid regulations, 
&« inflead of being extended to every caſe, ſbould 
be applied only to thoſe where fraud might really 
be fuſpeed.” Now, I defy the ingenuity of 
the acuteſt man in the kingdom to carry. into 
practical execution in the Bill this theory. 
How can, ſuch diſtinction be made? Is it not, 
notorious, that even Members of Parliament 
have voted at Elections without any egal 
M m 3 right ? 


(% 


right ? Conſider, my dear Sir, that our; re 
ect is to ground, on this Bill, a Polling Bi 
of Yorkſhire and for other Counties, In 
der to do bis, the e e ſhould 


* 


inſtead of be- 


* 


be rendered merely miniſlerial, | 
ing judicial. That is the Jeading principle of 
my Bill. Now, he cannot be purely mini- 
ſterial, if the Regiſter. be u general, or if he 
has any judgment of the kind a uded to, 
Not having ſeen the modifications, which 
you kindly "promiſed to ſend me, I cannot 
ſay more upon the ſubject; but I confeſs I 
| ſhall much regret any departure from the 
principles of the Bill, as ſet forth in my 
printed Speech in the Houſe of Lords, and 
particularly if the new Bill be not, in all re- 
ſpects, ſuch as to be capable of ſerving as an 
eaſy and certain foundation for a general Poll. 
ing Bill hereafter ; I think. it right, in fair- 
neſs, to declare, that for one it ſhall never 
have my ſupport. Pray take care that we do 
not loſe fome of our beft friends in the Houſe 
of Commons by /uch kind of alterations. 
That excellent and reſpectabſe man, Mr. 
Wilberforce, - has | hitherto acted ſo well in 
this buſineſs, that I cannot write on this ſub- 
jet without expreſſing at the fame time a 
wiſh that that valuable man may be appriſed 
of the part that an inſignificant individual 
decigedly means to act. 
I cannot, write gain on this ſubject; 
but I much hope you will perleyere in 
your former intention of coming to Ow 
ee el ot BP os 


65 
this Winter, u Hater »than-che - meeting” * 
pt. Shyla” you cone hf Fon 
you :know - 555 Er ; Bk, . would 55 2 20 
ſee you at this place bas aagrinys (2279 
. Dear Sir, | N 
Ever affectionately 


and truly your's. * 


* After the rejection of Mr. Pitt's Motion in 178g, for re- 
forming the 41 Earl Stanhope and other Friends of 
Conſtitutional Liberty turned their thoughts and efforts to the 
— «| * — 2 in the —— free 
As e from tumult, expence, and i r influence of e 
ly Without ſome Hons of the kind alluded to, a Reform- 
ed Repreſentation would be found inſufficient to ſecure National 
Freedom; and with them, even the preſent defective Repreſenta- 
tion 0 be ſerviceable in a confiderable degree. noble 

1594 n Caadjutors, therefore, were well employed; but in 
theſe purſuits they were unſucceſsful, as they had been before in 
thoſe reſpecting the Reform of our Repreſentation, and the Repeal 
of the Septennial Law. 

Among the moſt efficacious means for purifying our Elections, 
were the eſtabliſhment of a Regiſter of Perſons intitled to vote, 
and the meaſure of Polling by Diſtricts or Pariſhes. The Regiſter 
. by Earl Stan was repeatedly thrown out of the 

ouſe of Lords; yet, by his earneſt and prefling ſolicitations, the 
deciſive affiſtance of Mr. Pitt was obtained at laſt, and the Re- 

jter Bill was paſſed into a Law. But after the Regiſter-Books 
ad been printed and diſtributed at a great expence throughout the 
kingdom, its oppoſers were powerful enough, in the next Seſſion 
of Parliament, to procure the repeal of the AR in queſtion, The 
meaſure was quaſhed without allowing time to aſcertain its utility 
or the teverſe, by the experiment of a ſingle General Election. 
The oſtenſible reaſons for this conduct were, that it was too com- 
licated a regulation, and too remote from the ancient practice: 
ut the true objection was, that with the meafure of Diſtrict Poll- 
ing it formed a ſyſtem calculated, by reducipg the expence of 
Elections, to emancipate the Counties from the influence of 
Wealth and a few powerful Families, and to enable the Body of 
Freeholders, in each County, to ele& without ruining the Object 
of their Choice. The Plan for eſtabliſhing a Regiſter leſs accu- 
rate perhaps, but more analogous to the practice in other caſes, 
was held for a time in view, with ſome hope of its adoption ; but 
at laſt it was dropt, with the General Diſtrict Polling-Bill, and 
the local one for Yorkſhire, Such was the final refalt of this 
| Ad ttempt 


of the Britiſh Parliament: thus were $a 
formers defeated in the Plans 
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Biographical 3 of Sir 92 1 
Bart. communicated in 1802, to ibe Editor, 

y one of Sir GAE Sal ln 
-- mate, Friends, E H¹ν,k 10 urs ts tide 


8 GEORGE SAVILE 8 cy fon 
of Sir George Savile of Rufford, th che 
County of Notts, Bart. WhO Was male heir, 
failing his own ſon; to Sir George Savile, Bart, 
Marquis of Halifax, from whom he inherited 
the old Baronetage, and by whom he was left 
heir to his great eſtates in Yorkſhire and Not- 


tinghamfhire,in caſe his ſon, then living, hold 
die without male iſſue; his ſon tering ti his 


Lady with child, and ſhe being bron 
ded of a daughter, the family Fran, after 
proviſion for the females, devolved to Sir 
George Savile, by the Will of the firſt Mar- 

quis of Hallfax. . 
This Sir George Savile was ſome ding 
ve in Partament for the County 


of York, but being much afflicted with the 


gout, he declined that ſeat. | He Was a man 
of great probity and virtue, and attended 
himſelf to 2 education of his only ſon, 
whom he was principally ſtudious to male a 
virtuous 


% 


( 554 ) 


virtuous Man and an accompliſhed Gentle, 
man: he truſted him not t 

ſchool, but kept him at home under his own 
eye, which, though in a public life, it may be 
| diſadvantageous = a oven week of parts and 
genius, yet would have abundantly gratified 
his father's view, by producing a character of 
the ſtricteſt honour and moſt undifſembled 
| virtue that his Country ever knew. 

His father dying when he was about ſeven · 
teen, he was ſoon after removed to Queen's 
College, Cambridge, where his merit — 
philoſophical turn of mind drew upon 
the reſpect and love of that Univerſit eee 
before this his eldeſt ſiſter, a young Lady of 
Bo. merit and genius, was married to.M 

hornhaugh of Oſbuxton, in the 8 
Notts, who ſoon afterwards + took... — 
name of Hewett, by the Will of Sir Thomas 
Hewett, Knt. and was Repreſentative in Par- 
liament for the County of Notts. Six 
George's private life, till = was, on the death 
of Sir Conyers D'Arcy, choſen; Repreſentative 
for the County of York, affords, nothing re- 
markable ; he paſſed it in rational and philoſo- 
 Þhical purſuits, and in making his name 
agreeable to his Friends and neighbourir 
Gentlemen. When choſen to repreſent tlie 
County of York, he was juſtly ſenſible of the 

truſt committed to . and N 2 


1 
remain: ; 2 15 a ( 
avoid on bn N 
to Miniſtry, though. he generally acted with 
the Duke of Neweaſtle, (then Miniſter) and 
with his friend the Marquis of Rockingham. 
He was, 4. ſteady. friend to the Liberties of 
the Britiſh Copſtitution, which be well under- 
ſtaod, and to which he ever attended, He 
took a ſtrong part againſt General Warrants; 
he brought into Parliament and carried the 
Nullum Tempus Act; he was conſtant in 
oppoſition to the principles and conduct of 
the American War; he ever avoided, voting 
on Eaſt: India queſtions, having a mortal aver- 
ſion to our management of affairs in the 
Country, and to our treatment of the native 
Princes there. my 2 
Sir George Savile was a friend to Rational 
Religion and Liberty of Conſcience, on the 
moſt enlarged principles. In 1772 he ſup- 
ported, but without ſucceſs, the Petition of 


thoſe Clergymen of the Church of England 


who complained to Parliament of the ſub- 
ſcription required to the metaphyſical ſyſtem 
compriſed. in our. 39 Articles of Religion. In 
the ſame Seſſion of Parliament he ſupported, 
with final ſucceſs, the claims of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Miniſters to be relieved from ſub- 
ſcription to the doctrinal part of thoſe Ar- 
ticles, as the condition of their Toleration. 
The Bill. paſſed the Houſe of Commons in 
that Seſſion, and though rejected by the Peers 
at firſt, yet in a ſubſequent Seſſion their aſſent 

was obtained, and the Bill paſſed into a 17 
N dd Hh. 2 gridzuC rk 0 
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of Faith, with pecullat 
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To the doctrines "which" Altun the 
Roman Church, Sir Geqrg 6 Savile was. averſe, 
and he rejected their F lrg to "Iofallibi- 
lity and an over-ruling 2 0 in matters 

et, fill true 
to the Rights of Conſclence, he propoſed, in 
the Seſſion of 1778, * that Law which firſt re- 
laxed thofe penal ſeverities under which the 
Roman Catholics had fuffered ſo long. His 
conduct on this occaſion, excited the reſent- 
ment of that Aſſoclation which was formed 
by Intolerant Proteſtants for the renewal of | 
the Penal Statutes which had been ſo properly 
repealed. Placing Lord George Gordon at their 


head, in 1780 they aſſembled, at his inſtiga- 


tion, in prodigious multitudes, to intimidate the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Advocates of Toleration, 
and compel them to renounce the obnoxious 
meaſure. But Sir George Savile could not 
be moved from his benevolent purpoſe by 
their tumultuous rage, their menaces of per- 
fonal outrage, and the actual firing of his 
houſe. In this extremity of danger he per- 
ſevered in the meaſure objected to, but he 
was not ſupported with equal firmneſs by 
Lord North and other profeſſed Friends of 
Toleration. Emboldened by their timidity, 
the miſguided” populace proceeded with cla- 
mours'to the doors of Parliament, demanding 
the reſtoration of the repealed Statutes. © But 
the wavering reſolution of Parliament was 
confirmed by the fortitude of Sir George 
Savile, aided by Mr. F ox and other, undaunted 

Patriots; 


eee 
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Patriots; the Petition of Intolerant Men was 
diſmiſſedd te ah indefinite time; che Rioters® 
were awed- by the determination of Palla 
ment, ant thin Humane Law rettiained uft- 


—_— nod hid vn ith gitilod 
The taſt act ef his public life was & ſtrentt- 
ou exerdiiv forthe Reform of Parliamentary 
Corruption, and for a quſter Repreſetitation'' 
of the People Iii Par Hament.—Amongit other 
| F 

Hd" eommandes one of the beſt Miktta Re- 
giments in che K „(the Weſt Vork) to 
wie ve bende th gen and ele) . 
His atteptibn to the internal Navigation” 
and Prade df the CGunty of Vork; his more 
than commob acquaintance with the philbſt- 
pHichF prineiptes of Arts Ne Het er 


his'c6nceptiots of Which were facilitated by 
naturully elear underſtanding and great power 
of reaſoning, enabled him to be of more ſet- 
vice to that County than merely as a Gentle“ 
man and Man of Honour he would other wife! 
have been. In the year 1752 he gave His 
younger fiſter, Barbara, in marriage to Richard 
Lumley Sanderſon, Earl of Scarborough, by 
whom ſhe has left a large family, and on the 
ſecond ſon of which family he has entailed 
the chief part of his eſtate, and the name of 
Stile; ànd to his niece, the daughter of John 
Thornhaugh; Eſq; he left a ſhare of his eſtates' 
in Ireland and elſewhere. "0 
uch is the imperfection of human nature 
that it is extremely difficult to direct political 
meaſures according to the ſtrict rules of juſ- 
wurm 


= — — rey er Ig 19 K 


Politics, and avoid being deeply co 


debates ; but hen he did pgaks man was 


Nlaced in the Cathedral of 10 5 private 
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tice, under any Goverpment;»Wheh them dons 
arbitrary, or mixed. It ds pot these 


priſing that ſuch a mind as that of — 


Sayile ſhould, revelt at the iggweraln turn: ft 


them. This was certainly! dpe reaſen — 5 

he. did not offer himſelf ag a, — beck 
in particular points, to which: he was called) 
by his fituation. A tender conſtitution, ſub 
Jed; to. frequent fits of the aſthma, might be 
another; reaſon. for his engaging leſs in;public- 


morę attended to or r arliament, 


all Parties having but one, opinion of ane. 


„ hoppur;- and good ſenſe. This is one 


leſſon 0 mankind, that undiſſemhled virtue. is 
ſure at laſt of gaining public eltegma, and this. 


received farther confirmation hy 1 Gensral 
te of the County of. Vork for. execingu. 8 
e County expence, a ſtatue. 49 bis. memory. 
which was ſoon, Ae r den en 


charities were large, but —— fly kept ſecret 
rom the world. Ine 151 d Ann ite "4 
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1233 ; taken a few Gdectoiconfiden.che 
4 Gibjecr: afo your printed Letter of the 


14 M March, becauſe it is of great imnor - 


tance 0 the. Public that a National Op- 
poſitidu to thecmeafures which! have proved / 
ſo galamitaus, and to the abuſes which hau 


ſo nearly deprived us of alb Conſtitutinnal! 


Freedoms) ſhould be formed; hut / nat of / leſs 


impestange, that it and be formed n 


grouhds Which! appeanomoſt e to affard” 
the mern of ſucceſs. Wen a Nation: 
whiqh is neitledi by ite, Cobſtituxten 0 Lit; 
bert y feed by ufropatos or opprtiſſiam 

—— 9 ———%— 
redreſs of prievancts, che importance of the 
end. q cextainly ſhould bdar : ſomd fair 
F210 to che magnitude of the er. 
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wound obſerve, then, chat: no! Unioh or! 


appear to remain in fall :foroopaKÞþs 
 as'/your->peafonin 


| (( 560% )) 
employed. To call forth the exertions of a 


Whole Nation, the-objef;ſhould be adequate; 


nothing leſs than the attainment of ſuch a 


redrefs of grievances, ſach! a-orreion14F* 
J rr a5 /may ſoo the rye oy 


by:regalatcand pacifi6 means, Om this 
I o6nebiverthere Bom intire 3 


ſentinnenti between us and CE ing the! 
enf æhus: limited tobe the dbjecbwe Havent? 
viewy L ſlrall cake jt for the foundation fim 


Aunſwer tb what you; have uoffer edu Nhe 


Letter alluded to- 27 boavinqeb when i 


ſofficientextenr! to deſerve the name 
Naribnab Oppoſit in, onto inſuir i ſucceſu im 
theiway deſired probably can be formed on 
thiel priuetple/iyoo_ have fail down he- 
objationg of che Rich to Univerſal! — 

pfl 


um the latter pat bf 


your Letter Ic e it will be unable, f 


any ſenſtble degree to diminiiſho their fears 


By adhering to that principle therefore, in 
the propoſed Aſſdciation, you” wilt 'exthide 1 


great majority of the Wella oled perſons 1 of 
that elaſs, and oblige chem eithet to 
themſelves. with the Supporters of à harll 
and corrupt ſyſtem of Adminiſtration} or" 0 
remaln inactive, and 16ſt to the Public Taufe. 
This, 1 ſincerely think, will be the con. 
1 01 {19 | quence 
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* T 75 to recom- 


perience may teach * 
cable; IT y fon adhere 10 Specula- 
S Without adin y prudential modifi- 


_ "Yar 05 g prejudices, in 


bre you. will be a 

2 1 om. ehe one hand, a 
frunleſ com 

many w uy, but raſh and unfortu- 


cn , followed by the 


wo ee PETE 1 Aale Ty ſcaffold, and the | 


iſhment* 
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geht that t thi, prove a 8 


violetice of an irritated Democracy, aver- 
coming, in this terrible (tru 965 the unite 
pbwet of the Crown and 2 . 
u- 


ay numerous ddherents in it by mo 


alles of the monied and ercaiitile * 2 
wind: And what will tis be, but à renewal 


of M the Hotrors of the French Revolution 


in dus unfortunate Country, aggravated by 
the bitter reflection that they might have 
been ayoided' by, more tnoderate meaſures, 


bin or, on tlie öther band] granting fo 
55 


2 will the 'refult of it be, but the 
ow of the Conftitytion, effected by the 
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by à plan more caitiouſly Titnited zt the out- 


ſt Ir enter priae. Huch, 48 J conceive 
are th Eonſequetices, you have th. en pect. 
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But if you will conſent: to blend 1. | 
and Practical Prudence together, and demon- 
ſtrate to the Rich, by the very principle of 
| your Aſſociation, that you, ane et care 
[| to protect Pro erty and to Are: 5 you 
|| | will probably be ſup that part pf the 
U Rich who (ill retain; an — onats attach; 
[| 

| ment to N and Jou e 
| | violence fd ppol ſition on the part of 
| Men of Opat ence * are haſt altile [0 Li 
| either from prejudice or corruption, And 
| you will gain theſe ere long 
| any 125 of your ;ſtrength:; among the . 
Claſſes of the eople, . For - although pay 
| -—, poſed Aﬀociation ſhould not extend th 
[| of Suffrage beyond the line drawn by ir For 
| and Mr. Grey, it ſtill would be the .. 
of the lowelt Claſſes to (aa — plan; and 
1 doubt not, tliey actually would ſy ort it to 
| the utmoſt extent of their: ability. he prin- 
; ciple, adopted by Mr. Fox and his Friend, pd, viz. 
N © to extend the Right of: Fut age to 1.555 
hofders not receiving: alms, a8 1 5 molt 
| judiciouſly. Phe a due re 55 to Property, 
| united, with the neceſſary, ſecurity, of; Free; 
| dom. bs tis perhaps the neareſt approximatign 
| to 1 perfection which, could/can 
YL With the ability of Property. as. jt. NDO e 
e in 1905 N adopting, it, 
EZ V 
1 en "the reatelt prohabili wy of a 
| Yo wh, "aig enterpreie, and be inſtru 
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Good to your Country, | 


| me 
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bf2Evil. - Vou will,a&:with-the wiſdom of 
Solon, who being entruſted with power to 
Reforim the State, gava the Athenians not the 
beſt Laws in Speculatiou, but the beſt! which 
they cοαhmiq bear. Tbe Engliſn Nation, by 
their morals, or by tbe diſtribution of their 
property, are not well fitted to receive Uni- 
verial Suffrage. It is a privilege which they 
could not poſſibly acquire without a long ſe- 
ries of Calamity, which no politicab advantage 
_ {compenfate/ to the preſent genera- 
And were it at this moment an eſta- 

vliſhod Right, it would be ill exerciſed by 

the ignorant and unprincipled part of the 
Poor; it would be deteſted by the proud and 
timorous part of the Rich; and at laſt, 
it would be ſurrendered by the profligare 


corruption of the former, or furuibly ſup- 


ppeſſed by tbe no leſs profligate ambition 
ofrthesatrer. Vou will do witely, therefore, 
and. deſerve the warmeſt ,'thanks! of -every 


you will ground this new attempt to effect 
a Reform on the combined principles of Ki- 
berty and Property. Our Anceſtors, in their 
oppoſit ion to Deſpotiſm, were always careful 
tu unit theſe two principles; andaheir ſut- 
coſs Was probably not leſs the eſtect of their 


Prudence, than of their Forttade! and Patri- 
otic: Leal. What probably may de gained 


for the Public, by theſe prudeiuiab means, 


will be entire advantage; its value! will de 


ineftimably great; and it will be without 
WAIT miſery reſulting from W 
Nn 2 


Friend to Peace | and Liberty, as judge, if 
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It will ſave this Country from the .\napend- 
ing evils of Anarchy and Deſpotiſim: It nl 
complete what was perhaps unavcidaby left 
unfiniſhed by the Revolution in the ar 
1688, and perpetuate the Engliſb ! Conſlitu- 
tion by a timely Reform, on the joint prin- 
ciples of Liberty and Property. Ando by 
forth to the World a noble 

of a rational and pacific Reform, it will 
again endear the name of Liberty to our Spe- 
cies; the dangerous | tendency to wild Revo- 
lations will ceaſe to terrify mankind ; Mili- 
tary Deſpotiſm no longer will be ſought or en- 
dured, as a refuge from the rage of Democra- 
tic Innovation; and peaceful Improvement 
will gradually and univerſally mark the pro- 
greſs of Society to "this: attainmentof the 

ee. ne! e 
The moſt prominent ot choſe patriots who 
may have engaged in this enterprize, the 
Duke of Bedford, Mr. Fox, Mr. Erſkime, and 
their illuſtrious Friends, who have ſupported 
theſe principles in Parliament, will undoubt- 
edly receive the loudeſt applauſe of their Fel- 
low Citizens, and will juſtly be claſſed by the 
titude of Poſterity among / thevigreateft 
Benefactors of their Country. And private 
perſons, like you, my dear Sir, and myſelf, ro- 
tiring to their eſpective homes, in the even- 
ing A their days, without place or penſion, 
without title or profeſſional dignity, will en- 
joy in / ſilence the proud but unen ĩed ſatiſ- 
faction to have ſerved;the: Public with. diſin - 
tereſted zeal and integrity, while the malig- 
1 * a nant 
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nant tongue of Malice could impute no fink, 
ſter motive ta their conduct. 


And ſurely this ground mighte»bs, Alen, 
without — by the moſt ſtrenuous 


Advocate of Univerſal Suffrage- In his -pub- 


lications he has maintained, and always will 
maintain, that mankind by nature are intitled 
to equal rights. He finds, however, that the 


Engliſh Nation are not now in the ſtate of 
Nature, but in a ſtate of imperfect Society, in 
which, though many things are right, ſome 


are wrong. Indeed, ſo wrong they are, that 


the utmoſt caution will be indiſpenſibly ne- 


ceſſary to avoid meeting ruin in one horrid 


form, from that very attempt to correct a 
deeply - diſordered Legiſlature, without which 


ruin in a different, but not leſs frightful ſhape, 


malt inevitably. overtake us. With perfect 


conſiſteney, therefore, he might hold his prin- 


ciples, and yet in practice concur in any ap- 
proximation to his theory, which the temper 
of the times would bear. This would be 


more than mere blameleſs conſiſtency; it 


would be a virtuous and laudable policy, 
{kilfully availing itſelf of exiſting circum- 
ſtances, to educe from them the greateſt 
good, and as much as poſlible exclude all 


evil. It would be true Patriotiſm, connected 


with wiſdom; in practice extending the moſt 
effectual aſſiſtance to the cauſe of Reformation 
and human happineſs at preſent, while in ſpe- 
culation it held forth thoſe principles on which, 
in ſome happier age of greater Public Virtue, 


of W and benevolence more diffuſed 


Na 3 emong 
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among the Rich; of knowledge. integrity, 
and order more generally manifeſted bythe” 
Poor, Society" may urge its Ar im ove- 
mWenty Ii fir 9 W003" 
It muſt be oed this 1 no ver near ard 
iſtinet proſpect is here opened to a ſettle- 
ment of Society on the principle of Perſonal 
Repreſentation. Were the Conſtitution im- 
proved on the mixt principles I have recom- 
mended, ages might elapſe before ſuch a 
change of manners in the two extreme claſſes 
would be effected, as would duly qualify the 
Nation for the adoption of Univerſal Suffrage, 
without exciting a general oppoſition from 
the Rich, and without the certainty: of its 
abuſe by the Poor. Yet it ſeems evident, that 
till that deſirable change of manners has been 
produced, no permanently happy ſettlement 
would reſult from the introduction of Per- 
ſonal Repreſentation; and therefore, till then, 
the attempt to introduce it appears premature 
and unadviſable. In the depraved ſtate of 
national manners at preſent, to make the at- 
tempt were to riſque abſolute defeat and the 
ruin of Publie Liberty, attended with all the ca- 
lamities of the moſt imbittered Civil War, only 
to eſtabliſh a plan of Government on princi- 
ples too purely theoretical to be maintained 
or endured in practice by a Nation which has 
departed ſo widely. from the ſimplicity of 
Nature. The evil habits which are the con- 
ſequence of an extremely unequal diſtribution 
of property form the principal objection to 
Univerſal ON ht : * that e 
mu 
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maſt be removed, before the Advocate of 
Refbrmation on that principle can hope to 
ſucteed. To ali the Cauſe of Freedom by 
cbrrecting thoſe evil habits, Agrarian Laws, 
and bther devices for a more equal diſtribu- 
tlon of Property, have been propoſed in va- 
rious ages and countries; and recently in this. 
But the violence and” palpable injuſtice of 
alt theſe propoſals,” in the recent inſtance, as 
well as on former occaſions, have but ſerved 
to promote the views of men hoſtile to Li- 
berty, by ſpreading through all the ranks of 
Opulence à general panic: and thus the con- 
ſequence has been the aggravation of the evils 
complained of, by the very means propoſed to 
alleviate or remove them. Undoubtedly, my 
worthy Friend deteſts the principles of Anar- 
chy and Plunder as much and as ſincerely as 
the moſt wealthy Alarmiſt. Undoubtedly he 
pleads the Cauſe of Univerſal Suffrage, con- 
fiding that in the ſtruggle of contending paſ- 
ſions and oppoſite intereſts, the voice of Rea- 
ſon may be heard, and Organization may 
allay the tumult, preſerve the Monarchy, and 
ſecure or reſtore the rranquillity of the 
Country, It is impoſſible for me to doubt 
the purity of his intentions. But in his ho- 
neſt zeal for the welfare of the great Body of 
the People, 1 fear, he overlooks or lightly. 
regards the difficulries and dangers which be- 
ſet the road he has taken. It is my duty to 
point them ovt, and to warn him, that in the 
moment” of popular exaſperation and fearful 
apprehenſion among the Rich, no mode of 

x Nn 4 Regulation, 
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Regulation, no device of Organization 
bably by wont poſſeſs e to —— 
the anic of the alarmed Rich, or to reſtrain 
the fa ury of the enraged Poor: It is mine, at 
ſuch a moment, to diſſuade the attempt to 
Reform too far, or too faſt; and to ſtop, if 
poſſible, t the tendency to Revolution. Injuſ- 
tice and Oppreſſion already have given a 
ſtrong impulſe in that direction to the great 

maſs of the People. But it much behoyes, 

them and their Adviſers to conſider, chat no 

ſudden and violent tranſition from the rigour 

of Miniſterial Deſpotiſm to Demoeratic Li- 
cence, and from the mockery of a Nominal 
| Repreſentation to the eſtabliſhment. of Uni- 
© verſal Suffrage, could be attempted, by. the 

People without great hazard to the intereſts, 


of the Community. By graſping at too much, 


they would probably gain, nothing; on the 
contrary, they might loſe all that yet remains 
of our Public Liberties. Firm and manly, but 
prudent and cautious counſels, therefore, 
ſhould now prevail. To attain that ſafe and 
radical Reform which has been propoſed in 
Parliament, will demand the utmoſt legal 
exertions & the People united with their 
Parliamentary Friends. But by purſuing this 
ſeemingly circuitous road of gradual and tem- 
perate Reformation, they will not abandon 
the complete Reſtoration of Popular Rights: 
on the contrary, they will proceed in that 
path by which alone the object of their pur- 
ſuit can be ſafely and ſucceſsfully approached. 
They wil 4 ſecure to the Nation the utmoſt 

felicity 
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felicity of which its capable at preſent ; while 
under the inſſuence 


of a milder adminiſtration 
of 1 —— and a progreſſive advance 
ment in Knowledge, Morality, and /a Rational 
Religion, it will be continually preparing it · 
ſelf For a-farther and ultimate Reformation, 
to be eſtabliſhed at ſome point of futurity.ipow H- 
beyond our fight, with the general approbas ; 
tion of the Rich, on the principle of Feufnu 
| Repreſentation. re h aH balon 
But in the Popular Societies there may! he: | 
ſome diſtruſt, latent, if not expreſſed, to the 
Stateſmen already alluded to, which may dif: : 


courage the adoption of their plan. Ihe 


Nation had been cheated by more than one 
Pretended Reformer before the late Miniſter 
thought fit to drop the maſque. Warned by 
repeated experience, the country willnot ha- 
ſtily yield its confidence to the profefiions of 
Public Men. But caution, puſhed to: excels, 
may by be as pernicious to :the Public Cauſe 
as even credulity bas been; and though - 
groundleſs diſtruſt can excite no ſurprile, - 
after treachery often experienced, it were 
neither wiſe nor juſt in this inſtancg to adopt 
the diſtruſt of the Societies in queſtion. I he 
truth of this aſſertion will ſufficiently appear 
from a ſhort comparative / view: of the cir- 
cumſtances which evidently diſlinguiſn the 
character and conduct of Mr. Pitt, from the 
maniy wiſdom and virtue which ou Mr. 
Fox to the confidence of the Public. 

In the character of Mr. Pitt, * bis 
exrly . our good opinion, there 
was 
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was [the ſuppoſed ingenuous candor natural 
at that age: — every favourable ĩimpreſſon 
from Education and Parental Authority, 
undefaced by the wear and friction of Office, © 
and vntarniſhed by the filth of Corruption. 
It was right to truſt him then; "becauſe; he 
had the power, and profeſſed the ill to ſerve 
the Public; and dy repoſing truſt in his pro- 
feſſions of zeal, at a time when Peace had 
eooled the ardour of Reformers, no oppor- 
tunity to ſerve the cauſe of Reformation was 
ſuffered. to paſs. But a few years haye proved 
the emptineſs of thoſe profeſſions, add ſnewn 
that the firm ſubſtance of a virtuons mind, 
which could be proof againſt every attempt 
of Power to warp it from the line of rectitude, 
Was wanted there. And where that is want- 
ed, there may be art, there may be eloquence, 
financial Kill, and every other requiſite vn 
fication to form a M iniſter; fit to lead a de 
nerate Parliament; but there cannot be t 4 
virtuous uniformity of principles and conduct 
which is the only baſis of a noble Character, 
and on which alone Faith can be repoſed with 
out the riſque of Diſappointment. 

But now, War, with its concomitant mi- 
feries, has again evinced the neceſſity, and ex- 
cited the popular wiſh for Reformation. It 
behoves us, with a wiſe caution, but with vi- 
gour al{d, to avail ourſelves of this renewed 
opportunity, and ſhunning a blind credulity, 
to beware, on the other hand, leſt we injure 
the Public - Cauſe, by refuſing confidence 


noe it is juſtly doe. 


— 


ln 
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In ſeveral of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Oppo- 
nents of Mr. Pitt in each Houſe of Parliament, 
the reverſe of thoſe circumſtances/may be 
obſerved, which mark his character and cor- 
duct with deſerved diſtruſt. But to compare 
only the foremoſt of his Antagoniſts: There 
is in him a character formed by Time, Expt- 
rience, and Adverſity, to that unbending Firm- 
neſs which is fitted for the arduous taſk he 
has undertaken. With too much penetration 
to be deceived by a wily Court, with too 
much philanthropy, too ſtrong a ſenſe of Ho- 
nour and Juſtice to betray the Public to its 
ruin, he poſſeſſes that ſcorn of Power, 'ilt- 
gotten and ilhemployed, that philoſophie dig 
nity of mind, that grandeur of conſiſtency, 
which his inferior Rival never could attain. 
This the conduct of his maturer age has 
proved, and it forms the ſureſt pledge that 
Vourſelf is not more ſincerely l to the 
Cauſe of Freedom than Mr. FOX. 

Proneneſs to ill- founded jealouſy is the vice 


of weak and ignoble minds. It cannot there- 


fore be a fault of which I can believe my 


Friend is capable. In the: caſe under confi- 


deration, I might aſſert, without fear of con- 
tradition, that he cannot doubt the ſincerity 
of Mr. Fox. If my reaſoning has been juſt, 
if the principle recommended has been ſhewn 
to be beſt adapted to the exigency of this 


conjuncture, he will not heſitate to embrace 


it in practice, unmoved by the diſtruſt of ſome 
Popular Bodies, which he feels to be ground- 


len; od unawed by the poſſible charge of 
| inconſiſtence, 


— 
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inconfiſtenee, which now be can repel with 
as much; eaſe, as he before, repelled it, when 
he! generoully | ſupported the Jels; extended 
plan of Mr. Pitt. De 
at, ought not 0 be difſemblea,” — 
that, there is, an objection unnoticed yet, and 
totally inapplicable to my worthy Friend, 
— wears too plauſible an appearance, and 


is too likely, through their very virtues, to | 


delude men well-diſpoſed to the Public Cauſe, / 
to, be! paſſed. without a brief but attentive 
confideration. There is a contempt general - 
ly felt by ſuch men for the Parties which 
have long divided, and alternately governed 
England: and it muſt, be owned; that theſe 
Parties have but too frequently deſerved. this 
diſgrace by their diſregard of the Public wel- 
fare, and their ſhameleſs;purſuit, of, ſelfiſh ad - 
vantage. Hence the fear which in virtuous, 
men is obſervable to be involved in their diſ- 
grace: hence the anxiety to ſnun powerful 
connections, and the reproachful appella- 
tion of a Partizan. But this honourable fear, 
this virtuous anxiety, may be pretended, 
where it is not felt; and even where it is, may 
be carried to an extreme which is unreaſon- 
able and hurtful to the Public. For when the 
Power of the Crown is become nearly Deſ- 
potic; when nearly all the ancient fences of 
Liberty have been oyerturned, and an im- 
menſe accumulation of Patronage in the 
Crown, with the annual Diſpoſal; of Fifty 
Millions of Money, imperiouſiy calls upon 
every true Friend to his Country by timely! 
8 PATIO TV | Union 
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Union to avert that dreadful eatarityinchieh 
is faſt approaching; and when ment of extew- 
five influence and magnanimous Character, of 
1 offlried imegrity, and the 
moſt powerful abilirits, have made A generout 
ſtand in Purliament againſt» tte invaſiont 
Power ij when they have claiched redreſt for 
the Nation on the wiſeſt andi moſt eſfectual 
principles, and pledged rhemfelves/never to 
accept Official Station without the ſtipulated 
condition of that radital Reform; and when, 
after a fruitleſs ſtruggle, they have ſeeded 
from Parliament, and thus made their ſolemn 
appeal to the Public for ſuppurt At ſuch a 
criſis, to reject Union with ſuch Menion/any 
alleged feeling of a virtubus Scrupuloſitys or 
a noble nde pendenoenof Party-Connectlons, 
in my judgment muſt» be deemed the exceſk 
of Folly, or the moſt conſummate Hy pooriſy. 
It muſt proceed from a falſe delicacy and a 
ſickly ſenſibility, of which the robuſt minds 
of men like yu, Sir cannot be ſuſeeptible j or 
elle from what muſt excite your ſcorn and 
dieteſtation, from an affectation of Patriotic 
Puritynthe excuſe vf Sloth; the cover of Pride, 
on the mere prudery! of pretended Patriotiſi, 
which would ſacrifice the ſubſtance to a falſe 
appearance of Virtue, and expoſe the Com- 
munity to ruin from the Luſt of Power, by 
an aſſumed and extravagant reise mant of 
Pokeidap;Chaſtityc 1 io ulgerug int Ute 
Ifit had been the fate of this: Colintrp>4s 
have ſeen the Defence ' ofiiheo-deareſt Rights 
abandoned by the Stateſmen alluded to, N 
23 rationa 
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rational hope would would have need that 
a timely — her Grievances could be 
obtained by legal means? The proſpect before 
us would have been moſtaffliting; it would 
have precluded eyery glimpſe of Peaceful Re- 
form, and opened to our view that long train 
of calamities which a conflict between Popular 
Deſperation: arid; Miniſterial Tyranny would 
inevitably: produce. The only objects of 
choice before us would have been Slavery, or 
that Reſiſtance by Brute Force, from which 
the Friends of their Country can hardly ever 
labour too earneſtly: to diſſuade the People. 
At the view of ſuch miſery, an either hand, 
. though; but the fiction of imagination, our 
hearis ſinl and Deſpair freezes every faculty 
within us, But when we turn from this diſ- 
fſreſſing alternative, to contemplate the cha- 
racters and conduct of our Seceded Stateſmen, 
and the honoured Senators who approve and 
ſupport them, when ſuch men have demon- 
{trated their determined purpoſe never to 
abandon the Defence of the Conſtitution on 
its genuine principles, who does not feel him- 
{elf re· animated, and his heart bounding with 
hope that all may yet be rectified, through 
Parliament, to the ſatisfaction of the Nation? 
Who does not feel it his duty to adhere to 
thoſe men who adhere to the intereſt of the 
Public? Wbo does not ſcorn the falſe or 
puerile imputation of Party Spirit applied to 
ſach:Adherence? W ho does not reſolve never 
to abandon men Who thus generouſly-ſapport 
the n of the Community, and en 
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to co+operate: with thema dib their; -ptintiples 
_ of a ſafe; yer radical Ref on which: alone 

the; Freedon-and:Happiriefs' of the Cumnat- 
nity can be recovered and ſecured? Hoc 


If I may induige ther hope thatuydu are 


. fatisfied with my reaſoning. and content to ad- 
mit thę change pop d in the Aſſociation, it 
will de o me matter of high gratification and 
encouragement. In that caſe you will readily 
anticipate the changes I wiſh to be made in 
your printed Letter. I would requelt the 
omiſſion. of the latter part of it, containing 
the Defence of Univerſal Suffrage, and in the 
former part I would propoſe an alteration of 
the Title of the MI]? In my thoughts, 
it might be thus expreſſed, viz. * The Aſſo- 
ciation for protecting Liberty and Property 
from the Dangers of Deſpotiſm and Anarchy, 
and for perpetuating the Limited Monarchy 
of this United Kingdom, by effecting a Pur 
liamentary Reform through Parliament itſeli, 
on the Genuine Principles of the Conſtitu- 


tion.” If you ſhould admit theſe alterations, 


my ſentiments will go in concurrence with 
yours, and I ſhall highly approve the forma- 
tion of ſuch. a Society in London, Whether 
my name and attendance may be given with- 
out offence in Yorkſhire, and greater injury 
to the cauſe than benefit, I am not quite cer- 
tain, On this point I will conſult my Friends, 
and act with their concurrence. 8 

1 have only now to add, that I am fully 
ſenſible of the good- will and eſteem ſo 

kindly 
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kindlyexpreſſed in your” Letter and I dv 
conſtantiy rely upon the continuance-of that 
friendſhi py of which I have received-fo tnany 
proofs, - 14 bns band voni gi 1185 Ni 
96 am with gréat Ni vt OF, | 
MST. 63 #1910! Dear Sir, 107191 7 OIt2 18; v4 D911 eiae 
* ien i Neſd futhully your . int 
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